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Foreword

Ms. Ineke Botter
ChiefExecutive Officer BakctOltd.

Dear Reader.

You are holding quite an extraordinary book. It is the first time that
Dakcell has ventured into such an unusual project - to publish a book
about Azerbaijan in two languages. Azeri and English. From my own
experience | know that it is not an easy job to find many good books, in
both languages, about this country, its people and its ancient history.

The name of the book - Get Closer to Azerbaijan - was not chosen by
accident. Bakcell has expanded and developed immensely. We have
more than doubled our coverage and extended our network into every
region of Azerbaijan. We now have Bakcell Customer Care Centres and
shops wherever you go in Azerbaijan. This fascinating expansion has
really brought us closer not Just to our customers, but all the people in
this country. Bakcell. being an Azeri company, wants to get Azerbaijan
closer to you and this is what this fascinating book is all about.

Since | came to Azerbaijan in the beginning of 2009,1have been learn-
ing about people, culture and national values of this country. Before
coming here. | have travelled the world extensively, lived and worked in
many places where | came across different cultures and mentalities.
One of the things that impressed me in Azerbaijan is people’s interest in
their roots, respect towards their own history and the way they try to
preserve their cultural values. So being involved in this project helped
me to Get Closer to Azerbaijan and. consequently, closer to the people |
meet and deal with on a daily basis.

The idea of this book came about only recently and materialized in a
very short time. It was a joint effort and hard work of a group of people
that made this project possible. | would like to thank the Bakcell team,
especially Emil Agazade. Gunel Ahmadova. Martin Black and his family
for their valuable contribution. Special thanks go to the author. Aynur
Talybova. for her passion for Azerbaijan; to Art Grup for their hard work
and our book’s designer. Yesim Demir, for her originality and vision.

| believe this book will help you to open up Azerbaijan for yourselves.
Some of you will probably rediscover your own country and foreigners
will get a glimpse of the Azerbaijan they rarely sec. | really hope that
you will enjoy reading it. as we have enjoyed making it happen...

11Ctmi toAmIxpo iyoa vHtj

On stz
Ineke Botter
BikceU MMC-nin B3f Direktora

Hoérmatli oxucular!

Sizin qarsinizda son dsrace maraql bir kitab durur. ilk dafadir ki.
Bakcell sirkati Azarbaycani iki dilds - Azarbaycan va ingilis dillerinda
tanidan bir kitab nagr etdirmak kimi cesaratli ve geyri-adi bir layiha
reallasdirib. $axsi tacriibema asaslanaraq deya bilarem ki, Azarbaycan
ve onun xalql, gadim tarixi hagqinda har iki dilda yaxsi kitab tapmaq
elada asan masales deyil.

Kitabin adinin "Azarbaycana Daha Yaxin Olaq" secilmasi do tasadiifi
deyil. Bakcell giinii-giinden inkisaf edir ve genislenir. Biz Azarbaycanin
bitiin regionlarinda sebeka dairesinin kiitlavi olaraq genislan-
dirilmasina baslamisiq, indi Azarbaycanin har blr yerinda Bakceil-in
Musteri Xidmatlari markazlari va satis noqtslari faalliyat gostarir. Bu
genismiqyash layiha bizi nainki mustarilarimiza, hamginin bu 6lkanin
butiin vetandaslarina yaxin etdi. Bakcell bir Azarbaycan sirkati olaraq.
Azarbaycani sizlara yaxin etmak istayir. Bu kitabin asas gayasi de mahz
budur.

Azarbaycana 2009-cu ilin avvalinds galmisem. Burada yasadiim bu
middat arzinde buranin insanlarini, madaniyyastini, milli dayarlarini
oyrenmays ve tanimaga basladim. Bura galmazdan avval, man
diinyanin bir gox 6lkalarini gazmisam, bir cox 6lkalarda calismisam va
mixtalif madaniyyatlar ve dayarlarle garsilasmisam. Mani Azerbaycan-
da calb edan cahatlardan biri insanlarin koklarine baglihgi, tarixlarina
hérmat va milli-madani dayarlsrinin qorumagq hissi oldu.... Bu layihaya
qosulmagim mani Azarbaycana, natica etibarila har giin garsilasdigim
insanlara Daha Yaxin olmaga komak etdi.

Bu kitabin yazilmasi ideyasi yeni yaranib ve kitab gisa bir vaxtda
hazirlanib. Kitabin arsiyya gsalmasinds bir grup insanin amayi
olmasaydi, layiha da reallasa bilmazdi. Man Bakcell komandasina,
xUsusila Emil Agazadaya va Glinel shmadovaya. Martin Blak-a va onun
ailasine sarf etdiklari boyiik zehmata gore tesekkirimi bildirirem
Azarbaycani bu ctir hassasligla seven kitabin musllifi Aynur Talibovaya,
boylk zeshmate gore Tirkiysnin “"Art Grup' sirkatina va orijinal
fikirlarine gora kitabin dizayneri Yesim Damire xususi tagekkirimi
bildirirem

Man inaniram ki. bu kitab size Azarbaycani yenidan kasv etmaya imkan
veracak. Sizlardan bir coxunuz 6lkanizi yenidan, acnabilar iss nadir hal-
larda gazib-dolasa bildiklari Azarbaycana oteri da olsa nazar sala
bilacaklar. Man dogrudan da inaniram ki. bizim zévqla hazirladigimiz
bu kitabi siz da zévgls oxuyacagsiniz...



Biography

Aynur Talibova

About Author

Aynur Talybova is a well-known A7cii journalist who travelled
Azerbaijan extensively She is the author of several television series
about Azerbaijan's historical monuments and produced TV-travel-
loyues from the country's various regions.

Aynur was born in the town of Mingechevir in central Azerbaijan. She
has a degree in Journalism from one of Istanbul's Universities In the
late 1990s she lived and worked in Turkey

In 2002 Aynur returned to Azerbaijan to start her career in television
journalism. Soon she worked on the project called This is Azerbaijan’
aired on one of the country's major IV channels. In the course of that
project she produced over 50 reports from the country's various places.
She was awarded the ‘Youth" prize for the best debut TV project by
Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Azerbaijan

In 2006 Aynur embarqued on another ambitious project called “The
Road" produced for another prominent TV channel in Azerbaijan. The
project was supported by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism It result-
ed in 58 TV programmes about various fascinating places of interest to
be found in Azerbaijan. In 2008 this series was awarded the ‘Humay"
National prize

AWMKM*OIM Yju»00;
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Terciimeyi - Hal

Aynur Talibova

Muallif haqginda

Aynur Yusif qizi Tallbbova Mingacevirde dogulub boyuytb. 10 il
Tirkiyads yasayib. istanbul Universiteti Jurnalistika fakiltesi
mazunudur. 2002-ci ilda Vatana gayidib va ANS CM radiostansiyasinda
faaliyyata baslayib.

2004-cii ilde 3 guinlik ismayilli « ivanovka = Lahic «$aki sayahatinden
sonra '‘Bura Azarbaycandir* layihasinin ideyasi amala galib. Bir il
boyunca ANS TV-ds efira gedan 50 programi hazirlarkan cebha xatti
daxil olmagla 6lka tzre bir dévre vurub. Layihanin ugurlu debuti
miisllifs Gancler. idman va Turizm nazirliyinin tasis etdiyi 'Gancler"
miukafatini gatirdi...

2006-ci ilda Lider Media Holdingds Madaniyyat ve Turizm Nazirliyinin
dastayi ila -Yol proyekti start aldi. Magsaed Azarbaycanin turizm poten-
sialini aragdiraraq tanitmagq idi. Bu defa bir ilde ikinci defe Azerbaycan
(izra sayahat edarak 58 verilis hazirladi. LIDER TV-da yayinlanan layihe
2008-ci ilds "Humay" mikafatina layiq goruldu
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Abgeron - Baki

Absheron Peninsula

Owing to its sheltered bay, dry and warm climate, fertile soil and mineral resources. Absheron has har-
boured human settlements since time immemorial. It is a region of drinking water and salty lakes. There
are about 40 lakes here, for example. Masazir. Boyuk Shor. Mirdaabl and others. There is so much iodine in
these lakes that they often look red. People come here for salt baths and sometimes enter the lake to col-
lect salt The salt collected manually here is then sent for sale

The Absheron place name

It is deiived from the name of the Afshar Turkic tribe and is a suffix meaning a place. It means a place inhab-
ited by Afshars. There is information that this name was even given to a village, city, port and lighthouse
The first written source that mentions this name is “The General Map of the Caspian Sea" drawn by F. I.
Soymonov in 1731. A 12th century source presents the Absheron Peninsula as a Baku Island and says that
white and black oil is extracted here, and fire rises from the ground. In this sense, the Caspian Sea. the
Absheron port and the whole territory of the peninsula were known under the name of Baku. Therefore,
these names are often mentioned together. We also decided not to separate them. Absheron differs from
other regions for the special nature of its soil, customs, beliefs, people, distinct dialect and meykhana.

Meykhana

It is an oral type of art in Absheron This culture, which is typical of the peninsula’s villages, spread and is
loved everywhere in Azerbaijan owing to high-rating meykhana contests that have been broadcast on tele-
vision in recent years. In meykhana. artists compete and puzzle each other It is like the ashiq art of the
western zone. The difference is that the competition here takes place in a classical genre and consists of
Atuz poems. Previously, no music instruments were used as people only snapped their fingers. Now
meykhana artists perform to the accompaniment of a synthesizer Meykhana is improvised from the begin-
ning to the end. An Aruz rhyme is pronounced on any topic. A meykhana artist should be able to find
rhyming words immediately and sing them impromptu. This means that a person who wants to become a
meykhana artist should have a rich vocabulary, sharp intellect and be gifted for talking and answering
back. Demand for and interest in meykhana. which used to be only part of street culture, has now grown so
much that a meykhana show is performed everywhere in the country and at all weddings. The greatest
artist and ghazal singer of the 20th century was Altaga Vahid. So let's explore the peninsula by visiting the
most important sites that have made Absheron famous.

Dachas

Traditionally, both urban and rural residents move to the dachas in summer. The dacha seasons lasts from
May to September Abu ar-Rashid at-Bakuvi recorded in the Kth century: "This place is abundant in figs,
pomegranates and grapes The dachas are far away from the city For this reason, most of the city popula-
tion move to their dachas in summer. They live there for some lime and then return to the city. And they do
so every year" Incidentally, residents of Absheron and people who settled here later ate still loyal to this
tradition.

cttcisioto tibttj
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Abseron - Baki

Abseron yarimadasi

Blverisli buxtasi, quru isti iqlimi, minbit torpagi, faydal gazintilar sayasinda bura gadimdan bari insan-
larin maskan saldigi yerlardan olub. Sirin sulu va soran géller diyaridir. Burada 60-a yaxin gol var. Masazir.
Boyuk Sor. Mirdalabi ve sair bunlardan bazilaridir. Bu géllerds yod ela goxdur ki. rengleri ¢ox vaxt girmiziya
calir. insanlar duz vannasi gabul etmak Ugiin bura {iz tuturlar. Bazen isa duz toplamagq tgiin géle girirler.
Buradan kustar tsulla toplanan duz emal edildikdan sonra satisa yollanir.

Abseron toponimi

Ofsar tlrk tayfa adi ve makan sakilgisindan térayib. 8fsarlarin maskunlasdigi yer demakdir. X1 asre aid bir
manbada Abseron yarimadasi Baki adasi kimi teqdim edilir ve gostarilir ki. burada ag ve qara neft ¢ixarilir.
Torpaqdan alov galxir. Bu manada bir vaxt Xazer da. Abseron limani da. biitévlikds yarimadanin arazisi de
Baki adi altinda mashur olub. Odur ki. bu adlar gox vaxt ciit ¢akilir. Abseron 6ziinemaxsus tebisti, adat *
ananalari, inanclari, insanlari, gabanq lshcasi vo meyxanasi ila digar bolgalardan segilir.

Meyxana

Abseron s6z sanatidir. Meyxana soz ustalarinin deyismasi va sozls bir - birini baglamasidir. Deyisma klassik
janrda, aruz vezninda deyilan serlardan ibaratdir, avvallar har hansi musiqi alstinden istifads edilmaz,
meyxana deyilarkan sadaca ¢irtma calinardi. Meyxana basdan - basa improvizasiyadir. Ortaya istanilan
movzuda aruz vazninda bir gafiye atilir, Meyxana ustasi bu mévzu va gafiyays uygun misralari hamin anda
fikirlasib, duiziib - gosmagi, badahatan bunu oxumag! bacarmalidir. Bu da o demakdir ki. meyxanaci olmaq
istayan sexsin ¢ox zangin leksikonu, iti agh ve yiiksek s6z demak gabiliyyati, yaxsi cavab gaytarmag
bacarigi olmaldir. XX asrin an boyik séz ustadi ve geazalxani. aslen Novxanilt olan sliaga Vahid idi.
Yarimadani an gisa yoldan burani mashur edan en énamli tinvanlar vasitssile gazib taniyaq. Belslikla.

Saglar

Yay vaxti istar gehar, istersa de kand ahalisinin baglara kogmasi Abseronun kéhna ananasidir. Bag moévsimu
may esentyabr aylarini ahats edir. XIV asrdes abu ar - Rasid al - Bakuvi yazirdi: “ancir, nar, tziim burada
boldur. Baglar seharden uzaqdir. Buna gora sehar shalisinin goxu yay vaxti oraya kogir. Bir middst orda
yasayir, sonra ise geri qayidirlar. Ve onlar har il bels edir.” Yeri galmiskan abseronlular ve buraya sonradan
koemius insanlar indiyadak bu ananayas sadiq yasayirlar.

Baki baglarinin tarixi

Orta asr sayyahlarinin bazilarinin geydlarina gors, Abseron yarimadasi ucun bag tikililari xarakterikdir.
Nardaran va Buzovnadaki Xan baglari. 1842-ci ils aid yazilara asasan. XVIII asr Baki xanlarindan olan Mirze
Msahammad xanin ailssine mansub olub. Abseron yarimadasinda varl sexslarin tikdirdiklari yay
igamatgahlari XIX asrin sonu. XX asrin baslangicinda neft milyoncularinin hesabina daha da populyarlasdi
Neftxudalar istirahat etmak ve aylanmsak iigiin sarvatlarina ve imkanlarina uygun olan bag evlari tikmaya
basladilar. Basdan < basa qayaliq, das « kasakdan ibarat, susuz, demir yolundan uzaq, adi araba yolu

fcMbiic*» Gall r.u* QubyT/ru M/l

Haltgoxulu *Qxajahar'dan bir nwiwara

‘the view from "oil-stained" Gsrjshaliar

AXC XIN-in 1918-10-cu ML jeflajB ol tna. indi Ntll
sirhaii jttlisir
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The history of Baku dachas

Some medieval travellers recorded that dachas were characteristic of the Absheron Peninsula. According to
notes made in 1842. the khan gardens in Nardaran and Absheron belonged to the family of Mina
Muhammad Khan who hailed from the 18th Centura Baku khans. Summer residencies built in the Absheron
peninsula in the late 19th and early 20th century became even more popular owing to oil millionaires. The
oil magnates built dachas for relaxation and entertainment. It was not easy to build luxury mansions in
rocky and barren areas that were far from railways and did not even have a path for carts. It required a lot
of hard work and money. Only oil millionaires could do such a seemingly impossible thing

The horticulture school

The horticulture school, which Haji Zeynalabdin Tagiyev opened in Mardakan in 1894. created great oppor-
tunities for establishing gardens in Absheron. Trees were planted in barren and sandy areas, while worm-
wood groves turned into vineyards. New fruit and decorative trees covered the area.

Dacha life

Dacha life lasts three months maximum. Increasing population density in the city in recent years has actu-
ally disrupted the dacha tradition. Thus, anyone who ran away from busy city life settled in dachas perma-
nently. During the dacha season in summer, special meals are made from the garden harvest and stored for
winter. The Shani grapes of Absheron gardens are famous

Absheron cuisine

The fact that Absheron is situated on the sea front has affected its cuisine. There are many dishes made
from fish here. Sweets also play a special role in local cuisine. Shakarbura and Baku pakhlava are irreplace-
able during the Novruz holidays. Another peculiarity of the Absheron residents is that as far as food is con-
cerned. they are very conservative. They strictly observe all rules of cooking. If a dish lacks one of its ingre-
dients or something from its external appearance, it is regarded as incomplete. For example, when you cook
dushbara. you have towrap them so that 12 pieces can fit into one spoon. Indeed, people count them enthu-
siastically and then praise or criticize the cook. Incidentally, dushbara mqulab is the most popular dish of
Absheron cuisine. Although these are separate dishes, they are eaten together in Absheron. On hearing
about the qutab. everyone wishes to eat it in Jorat -village in Novxani. Restaurants, which are located along
the coastline and look very simple, are packed qutab made from meat, camel meat and greens.

Baku villages

Sources say that there were many villages around the city and every village had a strong fortress. A Catholic
missionary who travelled to Baku ahead of Peter the Great s visit recorded that the provincial city of Baku
had 34 villages. The census of 1870 recorded that all 41 villages of Baku had very small populations. The
biggest village of Mashtaga had a population of only 582 people, according to 1813 data It was reported
that most residents living in Baku villages were Tats who had come here from Iran. After moving to

Cel CtoKi teK(rtk]>n
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olmayan bir arazide superlyuks malikanalar qurmaq asan i$ deyildi. Cox migdarda emak va pul teleb edir-
di. Bele agir, ayila sigmayan isin 6hdasindan yalniz neft milyonculari gale bilardilar, onlardan biri olan
H.Z.Tagtyevin 1896-cii ilde Mardakanda acdirdig badciliq maktabi Abseronda bag salmaga boyiik imkan
yaratdi. Susuz, qumsal sahada agaclar akildi, yovsanliglar tizimltya gevrildi.Yeni meyva va bazak agaclari
har torafi sardi.

Bag hayat

Bag hayati maksimum (g ay sirir. Son illards seharda insan sixiginin artmasi aslinds bag ananasini bir az
pozdu. Bels ki. sshar galabaliyindan gagan har kas bag evlarinds daimi maskan qurdu. Yay aylarinda, bag
movsiimii zamani bagca msahsullarindan xiisusi lsazzstler hazirlayir, qisa hazirhq gorirler Abseron
baglarinin sani tizimd, sari anciri, zeytunu va zafarani mashurdur

Abseron matbaxi

Abseronun daniz sahilinda yerlasmasi onun matbaxina tasir edib. Baliq yemaklari coxdur. Yerli matbaxda
Sirniyyatlar da xiisusi yer tutur $ekarbura. Baki paxlavasi an ¢ox Novruz bayraminin vazkegilmaz
Iazzatlaridir. Abseronlularin bir xtsusiyyati da odur ki. yemak movzusunda muhafizekardirlar. Har bir
yemayin qaydasina cox ciddi riayat edirlor. Yemaklarda ister tarkib, istarse xarici goriinis, tagdimat
noqteyi - nazarindan bir sey aksiksa. o sayilmir. Masalan, diishara bisarkan els bukilmalidir ki. bir gasiga
12 dena yerlagsin. Hagigatan havasle oturub sayir va buna gére asbazi taqdir ve ya tenqid edirlar. Yeri
galmiskan Abseron kulinariyasinin an populyar yemayi disbare - qutabdir. aslinds bunlar ayri « ayri
yemaklar olsa da. Abseronda bunlan birlikde yemak adstdir. Qutab deyince iss Bakida hami bir semta
Novxani - Corat kendina (iz tutur. Daniz sahilina sapalenmis basit yemakxanalarin asas servisi mal. deva ati.
mal garni va géyartiden hazirlanan qutablardan ibaratdir

Baki kendlari

| Pyotrun seferi arafesinde Bakida olmus katolik missionerlarinan birinin yazdigina gors, ayalat sehari
Bakinin 36 kandi vardi. 1870 «ci il siyahisinda ise Bakida 61 kandin hamisinda ¢ox az shali yasadigi geyd
olunur, an boyiik kend sayilan Mastagada 1813-cl il malumatina asasen cemi 582 nafer yasayirdi. Baki
kendlerindas yasayanlarin aksariyyatinin irandan gelma tatlar oldugu bildirilirdi. Tatlar Azarbaycana
kocdiikdan sonra basqa xirda millat ve tayfalari giicli tasirleri altina almagi bacariblar. Vaxtile Mastaga
kendi ahalisi sakinleri olan massaget tayfalari da bu gabiladandir. Daha cox talislara yaxinhgi ile secilon
tatlar fars dilina yaxin bir dilds danisirdilar

Mastaga kandi

Bakinin an boyiik kandidir. Toponim vaxtila burada maskan salmis massaget tayfasinin adi ilo baghdir
Eradan avval V asrda yasamis Herodot onlar barada xabar verib, avvaller tirk tayfalarinin besiyi olan
Tirkistanda yasayirdilar. Daha sonra Araliq danizi sahillerina. Xezer denizina ve Qirgizistana, o ciimladan
Azasrbaycana yayildilar. A.ABakixanov 'Gliistani - iram’ ssarinds bu hagda strafli malumat verib.

«IKIUein) OAI Turn (ti] Afrv/
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Azerbaijan, the Tats managed to exert strong influence on other small ethnic groups and tribes, including
the Massaget tribes which lived in the village of Mashtaga in the past The Tats are very close to the Talysh
and speak in a language similar to Persian.

The village of Mashtaga

It is the largest village in Baku. The place name is linked to the name of the Massaget tribe that settled here
in the past. They were also mentioned by Herodotus who lived in the 5th century BC. Initially, they lived in
Turkestan which was the cradle of Turkic tribes. Later, they spread to the Mediterranean coast, the Caspian
Sea and Kyrgyzstan and Azerbaijan. A. A. Bakikhanov gives detailed information about this in his work
-Gullstani Iram*

The village of Nardaran

It comes after Mashtaga. The village is located on the seafront and is always affected by strong winds. Its
population has been historically engaged in seafaring and fishing. Historically, the names of Baku villages
have changed because of their main businesses. According to one theory, the place name is derived from
the words 'nar’ and *aran" It is interpreted as a place where nar (pomegranate) grows. According to anoth-
er theory, the place name proves that the population of the village used to be engaged in camel-breeding
in the past. Nar is the root of the word. Nar means a two-humped male camel

Nardaran Castle (13th-14th centuries)

In 1301. Hurum ordered the construction of this castle for his mother Barak. The architect's name -Mahmud
ibn Sa‘at - is engraved on the wall. This three-storey 12 metre high round castle is located in the northern
part of the village and has four corners. Every corner of the wall is protected by a fence and a tower.

The summer residency of the Shirvanshahs (13th- 14th centuries)

Locals call the building Khan Bagi (khan's garden). There are large vineyards around it. The building was a
summer holiday destination for the rulers of Baku. It is located 2 km from the sea front, in the north-east-
ern part of the village, on a high sandy place. Since the building was close to the coast, had a favourable cli-
mate and was near a defensive castle of strategic importance. Shirvanshahs considered this area to be suit-
able for relaxation. Among the dachas of Absheron, the Shirvanshahs' summer residency in Nardaran stands
out for its simplicity and greatness. The garden has a 10 metre deep well from which two roads radiate
towards the west and the east. Legend has it that the roads from the well lead to Nardaran Castle and the
famous Nardaran shrine. Incidentally. Nardaran is known as the most religious village in Baku.

The Nardaran shrine (8th century)

The shrine is located in the northern part of the village. The grave of the daughter of the 7th Imam Musa
Kazim. Hazrati Rahima. is inside this mosque. He was one of the children of the prophet who sought asylum
in Azerbaijan under the rule of Harun al-Rashid. The new mosque was built in 1996. it has four 6 1 metre high
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Nardaran kendi

Mastagadan sonra galir. Daniz sahilinda, xazri kiileklerinin siddatinin an cox hiss edildiyi kandlardendir.
ahalisi tarixan danizgilikle < baliggiligla masgul olub. Tarixan Baki kandlarinin adlari ahalisinin
masguliyystine gora dayisirdi. Bir farziyyayes gore, toponim nar ve aran sozlerindan térayib: nar olan yer
kimi izah edilir. Digar ehtimala asasan isa. toponimin yaranma sababi ke¢cmisda ahalinin davagcilikle masgul
olduguna da dalalat edir. S6ztin koki nardir. Nar 2 mirgulii erkak davaya deyirlar.

Nardaran galasi (X1l - XIV asrlar)

1301-ci ilda Hurtim anasi Baraka bu gasri tikdirmayi amr edib. Memarinin Mahmud ibn Saat oldugu divarina
hakk edilib. Kendin simal hissesindaki 3 pillali. 12 metr hiindirliyt olan bu dairavi gala 4 bucaqglidir va har
kiinctinda bircii olan hasar gakilib.

Sirvansahlarin yay iqamatgahi ( X1 « XIV asrlar)

Tikiliys yerlilar *Xan bagi' deyirler. &trafinda genis tiziim baglan salinib. Baki hakimlarinin yay aylarinda
istirahat yeri olub. Daniz sahilindan 2 km masafads, kandin simal - sarqginds, yliksak qumsalliqda yerlasir.
Danizsahili alverisli iglimi, strateji shamiyyatli cografi makan, midafis qalasina yaxin oldugundan, Sirvan
sahlari meahz bu arazini istirahat zonasi lgln yararli hesab edibler. Abserondaki bag iqamatgahlan
icarisinda Sirvansahlarin Nardarandaki yay igamatgahi 6z sadaliyi va azamati ila secilir. Bagda 10 metr
darinliyinda bir quyu var ki. onun dibinda serge va garba taref aynlan iki yol goranir. Yerlilor arasinda
yayilan bir ravayata gére guya quyunun dibindaki yollar Nardaran galasina ve mashur Nardaran pirina
gedib gixir. Yeri galmiskan. bura Bakinin an dindar kandi kimi taninir.

Nardaran piri (VIII asr)

Kandin simalinda yerlasir. VIl imam Museyi Kazimin bir qizi, hazrati Rshimanin gabri bu masciddadir. O.
Harun ar « Rasid Mamunun dovTiinds Azarbaycana panah gatiran Peygambar 6vladlarindan biridir. Yeni
mascid 1994 «ci ilda tikilib. Hindrliy 41 metr olan 4 minarasi var. Qabri eyni vaxtda 1500 mémin ziyarat
eda bilar. Dini bayramlarda. Maharram ayinda, xtisusen Asura giiniinds burada insan alindan iyna atsan
yera diismaz, imam naslindan olanlarin sarefina ucaldimis bir basga mashur magbara saharin tamamila
basga ucunda. Bakinin girisinda yerlasir.

Bibiheybat (XII asr)

Magbara vaxtile Bakinin 5 km-liyinda dagin atayindaki gabiristanliqda yerlasirdi. Buraya bitisik gadim
kand isa Six kandi adlanir. Ravayats gors, magbara sakkizinci imam ali bin Musa a | - Rzanin bacisi Hokiima
xanimin va onun xidmatgisi Heybatin burada basdiriimasi ile bagh yaranib.
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mtnaiels. The oravc cm be visited ba 1.500 believers el a time. This place Is packed wilh people duiing roll-
flious holidays, in the month of Muharram and especially on the Ashura day. Another famous sepulchre
built in honour of the imam s descendants is located on the other edge of the village at the entrance to
Baku

Bibi Heybat (12th century)

The sepulchre used to be located 5 km from Baku in a graveyard at the foot of a mountain. The old village
nearby is called Shikh. Legend has it that the sepulchre belongs to the sister of the 8th Imam Ali bin Musa
al-Riza. Hokuma. and her servant Heybat.

Legend

The daughter of the 7th Imam Musa Kazim. Hokuma. sought asylum in the territory of the present-day vil-
lage of Shikh from persecution by Harun al-Rashid in the late 8th century. She had a loyal servant named
Heybat. He called the woman “bibi". Both were buried here. Some time later, on orders from the Elkhanid
ruler Qazankhan Mahmud (1205- 130A). Shirvanshah Akhsitan oglu Farrukhzad built a mosque on top of the
grave. After that, this mosque became known as Bibi Heybat and people started to visit it.

Story

There are very interesting stories related to this place. They say that in 1845. Bibi Heybat was visited by
Khurshidbanu Natavan. Since she did not have children, she prayed here and sought a remedy. When the
poetess paid her second visit to the shrine in 1858. she already had two children. During her visit here, she
met French writer Alexander Dumas. In order to keep her promise and repay her debt. Natavan repaired a
section of a rocky road leading to the mosque with her own money. Although the sepulchre was knocked
down due to the construction of the Baku-Salyan road in the 20th century, it was restored at the end of the
century again.

The village of Qala

The village is located in the north-eastern part of the peninsula. It is one of the internal tourist routes in
Baku. An excursion takes five hours. Located 45 km from the city. Qala is one of the oldest settlements in
the Absheron Peninsula The historical environment belonging to the 3rd millennium BC has been main-
tained here Although archaeological excavations proved that there is a 5.000-year-old settlement in Qala
belonging to the Bronze Age. its surviving buildings are attributed to the 16th-19th centuries. The village
has five mosques, three baths, four storage lakes, houses, agricultural buildings, vaults, sepulchres, barrows
and remains of a fortress There used to be several quarters in the village. On the territory of the Qala his-
torical-ethnographic reserve, the first open-air archaeological-ethnographic museum complex has been set
up. The 200 ha territory has 243 historical, archaeological and architectural monuments.
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Ravayat

VIl asrin axirlarinda Harun er - Residin teqibindan gagmis sislarin VIl imami Museyi mKazimin qizi Hokiima
indiki Stx kendinin yerlasdiyi arazids gizlanir. Onun Heybat adli bir ssdagatli xidmatgisi var imis. 0 da gadini
‘bibi’ gagirarmis. Har ikisi 6landen sonra burada dafn edilibler. Bir miiddat sonra Elxani hokmdari Qazanxan
Mahmudun (120S-130A) amri ila Sirvansah Axsitan oglu Farruxzad gabrin tistinds mascid ucaldir. Sonralar
bu mascid Bibiheybat kimi mashurlasir va ziyarat edilmaya baslanir.

Shvalat

Bura ile bagh cox maraqli hadisaler danigirlar. Deyirler ki. 18A5 «ci ilde Bibiheybati ziyarata galanlardan biri
Xursidbanu Natavan olub. Usagi olmadigi tictin burada dua edarak dardina cara axtarib, ikinci dafs. 1858 -
ci ilde saira Blbiheybata takrar galanda artiq iki vladi var idi. Bu sayahati sirasinda Xan qizi burada fransiz
yazar Aleksandr Dima ila gorustr. Niyyatina amal edarak Bibiheybata 6z borcunu 6damak istayan Natavan
mascidin narahat daslig yolunun bir hissasini 6z hesabina diizaltdirir. XX asrde Baki - Salyan yolunun
cakilisi ila bagh olaraqg magbara sokiiliib yox edilsa da. asrin sonunda yenidan barpa etdirilir.

Qala kandi

Yarimadanin simal - serginde, seharden AS km masafeda yerlagan Qala Abseron yarimadasinin an gadim
yasayls maskanidir. Toponim ¢ox gadim tarixds burada tikilmis gala ile baghdir, istehkam manasini verir.
Burada e.a. Il minilliys aid tarixi muhit gorunub saxlanilir. Arxeoloji gazintilar Qalada 5000 il avval tunc
dovriine aid yasayls maskaninin olmasini stibut etss ds, onun miuasir dévrimizs gader galib catmis
tikililari XVI - XIX asrlera aid edilir. S mascid. 3 hamam. A ovdan, yasayis evlari, kend tesarriifati tayinatl
binalar, serdabalar, magbaralar, kurganlar, gasrin qaliglari ve sair mévcuddur. Kandds bir ne¢e mahalls olub
Qala Tarix - Etnografiya Qorugunun arazisinda 'Aciq sama altinda ilk Arxeoloji Etnografik Muzey Kompleksi"
yaradilib. 200 ha-liq sahada 2A3 tarixi, arxeoloji va memarliq abidalari gorunur.

Qala evlari

Abseron xalg memarhiginin banzarsiz ssharsalma irsi hesab edilir. Har bir ev gapali galaya banzayir. Absero-
nun yerli ag shang dasindan insa edilib, asasan bir martabali tikilan evlar iki otaglidir. Bunlardan biri qonaq,
digeri matbax hisse adlanir. Qonaq otad! asasen taxcalarla bazadilir. Bunlarin ustiina gab - qasiq yigilir. Bu
otaglardaki asas elementlardan biri da giraq ve Quran qoymagq (giin divarlarda oyulmus taxcalardir. Evlarin
fasadina dekorativ ¢alar gatan das navalcalar dam ortiiyiinds yagis sularinin toplanmasini tenzimlayir

Hamam

Hamamin asas xususiyyati odur ki. onun suyunu gizdirmagq tgin bir sam yandirmaq kifayat edir. Bunu
duyanlar hadiseni go6zle miisahida etdikden sonra heyratlarini gizlays bilmirler. Yeri galmiskan hamin
hamam bu giina gadar faaliyyat gostaran nadir hamamlardandir
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Qala houses

Qala houses are regarded as the matchless legacy of Absheron architecture. Every house looks like a closed
castle. The houses are built from local white limestone. The one-storey houses normally have two rooms
One room is for guests and the other is a kitchen The guest room is normally decorated with niches where
dishes are placed. One of the main elements of these houses is niches in the walls for putting a lamp and
the Koran. The stone gutters which decorate the facade regulate the amount of rain water collecting on the
roof.

The bath

The main peculiarity of the bath is that it is enough lo light one candle to heat up its water Those who heai
this cannot hide their astonishment when they see it for themselves. Incidentally, it is one of the few baths
that still operates.

Ovdan (Reservoir)

Special wells for storing underground waters in Absheron are called ovdan There are several historical
ovdans in every village. Most of them have status as historical monuments. Some of them are still being
used and draw attention with their original structure. The ancient ovdan in the village of Qala is located on
the territory of the graveyard It was dug up under Shah Abbas Il and dates back to 1665.

The village of Mardakan

The village which was populated by only 100 people until the early 19th century turned into one of the most
popular parts of Absheron in the 20th century, local sanatoria treat cardiologic, gastrointestinal and nerv-
ous diseases. The place name is of Turkic origin. Mard is derived from the name of a tiibe that lived in
Central Asia and means “brave, courageous or agile”, while kan means a place. It is means a place of Maids

There are two ancient castles in the village

Mardakan castles

Acastle was built here under the rule ol Akhsitan I. the son of Shiivanshah Manuchohr. in 1187 The quad-
rangular castle is 22 metres high. Its 76-step tower has two drinking water wells and up to 60 wells lor stor
ing food Another round tower is located 500 metres away. It is known as a Round Castle It is also called
Shikh Castle in honour of Sheikh Abu Said Abulkheyi It is 12 metres high The inscriptions in Arabic on the
castle show that it was built by architect Abdulmajid Masud in 1232 The Tubashahi mosque, which was
built in 1481. is one of the oldest buildings in the mosque. It is believed that they are all connected to one
another through an underground tunnel.
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Ovdan

Yeralti sularin saxlanmasi tigiin Abseron kandlarinda xiisusi quyular bels adlanir. Her kendda bir negae tarixi
ovdan movcuddur. Coxu tarixi aser statusu daslyir. Bazilarnden indiyadak istifads edirler. Orijinal
quruluslar diggati ¢akir. Qala kandinda, gabirstanliq arazisindaki gadim ovdan Il Sah Abbasin zamaninda
qazilib. 1665 -ci ila aid edilir.

Mardakan kandi

XIX asrin avvallarinda comi 100 naferadak adamin yasadigi kand XX asrda Abseronun an populyar makan-
larindan birina gevrildi. Yerli mualica - sanatoriya ocaqlarinda kardioloji. made « bagirsaq, sinir, assb
xastaliklari mualicexanada ilboyunca miualica edilir. Toponim tiirk mansalidir. Mard Orta Asiyada yasamis
mardi, amardi - tayfa adi tiirkce ‘qocaq, cesaratli, zirek, geyratli' manasinda, kan ise yer makan bildirir.
Mardler makani demakdir. Kenddae 2 gadim gala mévcuddur.

Mordakan qalalari

1187 «ci ilda. Sirvansah Manugohriin oglu | Axsitan dovriinda tikilib. Akiinc formasindaki galanin hindr-
luyt 22 metrdir. 76 pillali burctin icinda 2 igmali su quyusu. 60-dak arzaq quyusu var. Digar dairavi biirc 500
metr aralidadir. El arasinda ‘ Yumru gala” kimi taninir. Seyx abu Said abtilxeyrin sarafina "Six qalasi” dadey-
ilir. Hindarltyt 12 metrdir. Uzarindski arsbce yazilardan onun 1232-ci ilde memar sbdiilmacid Mesud
torafindan tikildiyi malum olur. 1481 -ciilds insa edilmis Tubasahi mascidi kandin kéhna tikililarindandir.
Bunlarin hamisinin yeralti yolla biri-birina bagl olmasi ehtimal edilir.

Mir Mévsiim Ada ziyaratgahi

Kandin va 6lkanin an mashur tarixi « dini abidasidir. Stivalan gasabasine gedan yolun sag tarafindaki
gabirstanligda yerlagir. Mir Movsim Aganin gebri Gzerinds. 1992 « 1994 - cii illerds insa edilib. Mir
Boyilikaga Mir abutalib oglu Mir Mévsiimzada (1883 - 1950) nin yasadigi I¢arisshardaki evi da pir kimi
faaliyyat gostarir. Har ikisini har giin ytizlarls insan ziyarat edir.

Qaranfil

Baki kandleri gl istixanalari ile hale sovet vaxtindan bari ad ¢ixarib. Glilgiiliik buralarda yaxsi inkisaf edib,
illardir Baki kandlilari istixanalarda xtsusi olaraq yetisdirdiklari cicaklari ham daxili bazarda satir, ham da
ixrac edirler. Daha ¢ox Rusiya bazarlarinda satirlar. Bu gigaklarin igarisinde xiisusi név olaraq yetisdirilon
garanfillarin xtsusi yeri var. Har zaman toy «bayram bazayi olan garanfillar 20 yanvar 1900 «ci ildan sonra
matam c¢igayina gevrildi.

Qanli sanba gecasi

1988 « ci ildan baslayan Milli Azadliq Harakati. Bakinin Azadlig meydanindaki milyonlug mitinglar butiin
SSRi-ni larzaeye saldi Bundan tesvisa diigan sovet liderlari Bakiya o tarixds gosun yeridarak saharda gatliam
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The Mir Movsum Aga shrine

It Is the most famous historical and religious monument in the village and in the whole country. It is locat-
ed in a cemetery on the right of the road leading to the village of Shuvalan. It was built on the grave of Mir
Movsum Aga in 1992-1994. The house of Mir Boyukaga Mir Abutalib oglu Mir Movsumzada (1883-1950) in
the Inner City also operates as a shrine. Both are visited by hundreds of people every day.

Carnations

Flower greenhouses in Baku villages have been famous since Soviet times. Floriculture is well developed
here. For many years. Baku villagers have been selling their flowers both on the domestic market and
abroad. They sell their flowers mainly on the Russian market. The carnations cultivated here have a special
place and always adorned weddings and festivities, but after 20 January 1990. they turned into a flower of
mourning.

The Bloody Saturday Night

The National Liberation Movement and large rallies in Baku's Freedom Square, which began in 1988. sent a
shudder through the whole of the USSR. Concerned about this, the Soviet leaders sent troops to Baku and
committed amassacre in the city. They killed hundreds of youngsters, old men, women and children. Blood
was spilt in Baku. Exasperated by this event, the flower-growers placed millions of carnations on the blood
of freedom fighters before the eyes of Soviet soldiers. The Ted carnations covered the streets of the city like
a carpet. Since then, the carnation has been engraved in our memory as martyrs’ blood. That historical
event was a strong step towards the break-up of the Soviet empire

Surakhani

Surakhani is considered to be one of the most ancient villages in the peninsula. It is famed for its rich oil
and gas reserves. The most important thing that has made Surakhani well-known is burning gas which has
astonished for centuries anyone who sets foot in Absheron soil. The place name means a hot spring or
source. Scientists link this not to fire in Surakhani. but to hot mineral springs.

The fire temple

The fire temple is located 21 km east of Baku at a site of natural gas and eternal fire. It was built by mer-
chants from India's Moltani province in the 18th century. On learning about gas arbitrarily burning here.
Indians from the bank of the Ganges and Indus flowed in to pray here. The number of visitors here rapidly
increased as Indian merchants spread the word about this place. According to the historian Sara Ashurbayli.
the Surakhani fire temple was built on an ancient fire temple. The fire temple resembles a small castle. Its
courtyard is surrounded by stone fences and has cells inside. The temple is in the very centre of the court-
yard. Fire is uninterruptedly coming out of the pipes in the four comers. Fire worshippers led an ascetic life
here. Without expecting anything from the material world, people deprived themselves from the benefits of
the world and led a secluded life.
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toratdilar. Yuzlerle ganc, ixtiyar, gadin. usag! oldirdilsr. Bakida gan su yerina axdi. Bu hadiss zamani
yerinda sakit dura bilmayan giilgilar sovet asgarlarinin gozleri garsisinda milyonlarla garanfili azadliq qur-
banlarinin ganlarinin tstiina dosadilar. Saharin kiigalari qirmizi garanfildan xaliya burtindli. Hemin tarixden
sonra garanfil -sahid gani kimi yaddaslara hakk oldu.. 0 tarixi hadise isa Sovet imperiyasinin parcalanmasi
yolunda gati addim oldu.

Suraxani

Yarimadanin an gadim kandlarindan sayilir. Zangin neft va tabii gaz yataglari il mashurdur. Burani tanidan
asas amil, yer altindan c¢ixan yanar qazlardir ki. asrler boyunca Abseron torpagdina ayaq basanlari
heyratlandirib. Toponim isti bulag, manbsa yeri kimi izah edilir. Alimlar bunu Suraxanida od. alovla yox, isti
mineral bulaqglarla slagalandirirlar.

Atasgah

Bakidan 21 km sarqda. tabii gazlarin ¢ixdigi, sonmaz alovlarin yerinda Atasgah var. XVIIl asrda Hindistanin
moltani vilaystinden olan tacirler tarefinden tikilib. Burada 6zbasina yanan gazin oldugunu o&yranan
hindlilar Qanga va tnga sahillarindan axin edarak buraya ibadasts galirdilar. Hind tacirleri buranin tarifini
yaydigca buraya ibadata galanlarin sayi da stiratle artirdi.

Tarixgi Sara Asurbaylinin fikrince Suraxana atesgahi gadim atagperest mabadinin Ustiinds qurulub.
Atesgah kicik galani xatirladir. Das hasarla shataloanmis hayatin icarisinda hticraler var. Mabad isa diiz
hayatin markazindadir. Dérd kiinctinds duran borulardan fasilasiz alov puskrir

Atasparastlar burada asketik hayat tarzi striirduler. Maddi diinyadan bir sey gozlamayan bu insanlar diinya
nemeatlarindan 6zlerini mahrum edarak gapali hayat yasayirdilar. 1902 «ci ilde burdaki alovlar sénduriliir
Cunki yaxinligda gazilan quyudan qgaz fontan vurur. Tezlikls arazids 15 qaz quyusu qazilir ve atrafa qaz

Atasparastlik

Odu. suyu, torpagi, havani - hayatin u asas baslangici hesab edir. Banisi peygambar Zardustin e.a. VIl yy
“Avesta* (Qanun) mugaddas kitabinda deyilana gore. 12 min 6kiiz darisi Gzarinds yazilib. Avesta od va su
demakdir

Atasgah afsanasi

Xazer sahilindaki atesparest mabadi (Qiz qalasi) 90 giin. 90 gece diisman miihasirasinds galir. Qalani
mihasirads saxlayan Nuraddin sah guya babasindan alinmis migaddas daniz qalasini nayin bahasina
olursa olsun, geri « atasparastliyi dévlst dini elan etmis qiidratli irana qaytarmalidir. Kahinlsrin geca
glnduz etdiyi dua va ibadatlari aciz idi. Qala sakinlari taslim olmaga hazir idilar. Lakin Bas kahin inadindan
al cakmir, deyir ki. miigaddas mabadin odu -alovu bizi mutlaq xilas edacak. Qaflatan mabadin gapilari acilir
va alinda oddan qilinc tutan Alovlu qiz peyda olur. Kahin ondan kémak istayir. Kahini dinlayan Aloviu qiz
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The Surakhani fire temple has always attracted the attention of all travellers and writers visiting Baku The
most detailed information is available in the book 'Tales of the Caucasus’ which Alexander Dumas wrote in
1858. Tourists who come to the city definitely visit the temple. The flames burning here were put out in
1902. because gas gushed from a well that was drilled nearby Soon. 15 gas wells were drilled in the area.
Gas pipelines were built here and the fire temple lost its significance. It has been operating as a museum
since 1975.

Fire worshipping

Fire worshippers regard fire, water, soil and air as the four main pillars of life. Avesta (Law), a holy book by
Prophet Zoroaster in the 7th century BC. is believed to have been written on 12.000 pieces of ox skin. Avesta
means fire and water.

Alegend about the fire temple

The temple of fire worshippers (The Maiden's Tower) on the Caspian coast remained under enemy siege for
90 days and nights. Nuraddin Shah, who laid siege to the fortress which he had allegedly inherited from his
grandfather, wanted to return it to Iran which had proclaimed fire worshipping as a state religion. The
prayers that priests offered day and night did not help. Residents of the fortress were ready to surrender
However, the chief priests continued to oppose this, saying that the fire of the holy temple would definite-
ly save them. The doors of the temple suddenly opened and a girl carrying a fire sword appeared in the door-
way. The priest asked her for help. The girl listened to the priests, visited Nuraddin Shah and liked the young
king. The shah also liked her and declared love for her if she dropped her sword. The girl turned him down
and spent all night in hesitation. The shah fell asleep after an orgy. Finally, she killed the king and returned
to the castle after hearing the sound of a pipe calling fire worshippers to prayer. After telling the priests that
she fulfilled her duty, she killed herself with the same sword. A disaster struck after that. After the storm
which lasted seven days and nights subsided, the fires went out. Everyone started to panic. At this moment,
the chief priest saw a fire at a distance and calmed everyone down. Indeed, a fire with seven tongues and
seven colours could be seen at a distance from the Maiden's Tower to bring the girl back to life. After that,
a temple was built there and named Surakshana.

Yanardag

It is located in the village of Mahammadli The roads leading to the village are located between grey and
yellowish dry hills. Between these hills, there is a place that has been burning for thousands of years This
place is called Yanardag. They say that the whole mountain was burning previously, but now the fire has
subside, though the slope of one mountain still keeps burning day and night. The cause of the fire is linked
to natural gas contained in the mountain. In recent years, the biggest festivity inherited from fire worship-
pers has been officially celebrated around Yanardag.

The Maiden's Tower

The Maiden s Tower, which is linked to Ahuramazda. the god of fire, and to the period of the renaissance of
fire worshiping, is the emblem of Baku It is also called Goz Qalasi (Eye s Tower) The tower belongs to the
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Nuraddin sahin yanina gedir ve ganc hokmdardan xoslanir. $ah da onu bayanir ve slindaki qilinci buraxa-
cag! teqdirde ona esq elan edir. Taklifi gabul etmayan Aloviu qiz bitiin geceni teraddid igarisinds
kecirarakan. Nuraddin sah eys - israt maclisindan sonra darin yuxuya gedir. Nahayat, sehara yaxin
atasparastlari ibadata cagiran tiitak sasini esitdikdan sonra odlu gilinci ils hékmdari 6ldirr va geri qayidir.
Kahina vazifasini yerina yetirdiyini bildirdikdan sonra isa eyni gilincla 6ziinti ds 6ldurtr. Bundan sonra
qiyamat gopur. 7 giin. 7 gece davam eden tufan sakitlesanda biitiin alovlar séndurir. Har kas talasa distir.
Bu zaman Bas kahin uzagdaki alovu gosterib har kasi sakitlesdirir. Dogrudan da. Qiz galasindan xeyli aralida
7 basli. 7 rangli alov yenidan parildayirdi ki. Alovlu qizi yenidan hayata gatirsin. O vaxtdan hamin yerda
mabad tikib adini da Suraksana qoyurlar.

Yanardag

Mshammadi kendi arazisinds yerlasir. Kendes aparan yollar yalniz boz. sari kimi cansiz quru tapalardsn
ibaratdir. Bu tepalarin arasinda bir yer var ki. ora minillardir yanir. Buna Yanardag deyirlar. Bele danisirlar
ki. avvaller biitév dag yanirmis. indi alov dilimlari azalib. Amma yena da bir dagin yamaci geca - giindiiz
sénmadan alovlanir. Yanginin sababini dagin tarkibindaki tabii qazlarla alagalendirirlar. Son illarda bu
Yanarda@in atrafinda atasparastlerin zamanindan galma an boyiik marasim sanliyi olan Novtuz bayrami
dovlat saviyyasinda, tantanali sakilds geyd edilir.

Qiz qalas

Atasparastliyin intibahi dévriinds Od tanrisi Ahura Mazdu ils bagl olan Qizgalasi Bakinin emblemidir. Goz
qalasi da deyirlar. E.a. XI - X yy aiddir. Qobustanin qayatisti yazilarinda Miladin lyizilinds romalilar onu
basilmazligma gors "Kesar qatasi” yani. “Hakim qalasi” adlandiriblar. Qalanin insa edildiyi tarix sayilan X\
asrda burada yenidanqurma iglari aparilib. Uzarindaki yazilara gére bu. Masud ibn Davudun galasidir.
Vaxtila Abseronda 30 -a gadar mudafis galasi olub. Mardakan. Ramana ve Qiz galasi qurudan va sudan olan
tahliike barads digarlarina xabar verirdiler. Bazi ailmlar Qiz Qalasini Ciragqalaya banzadir va onu Gilgilcay
miudafis istehkamina baglayirlar. Deyilanlars gora. vaxtila suyun i¢arisinds olan Qiz galasi haqqinda onlar-
la revayat var. i960 - c«illerds ise burada barpa isleri goriliub. Hindurliyt 29.7 metr, divar galinhig 5-4
metr, diametri 16.5 metr olan qala igarigaharin canub - serq ssmtindadir

igarisahar

9sl gadim Baki - igarigahardir. Das hasara alinmis bu saher srazisi awal neca olubsa, els ds galib » 21.5 hek-
tar. 9 mahalladan ibarat olub. Her mahalls bir mascidin adi ile baghdir: Ciima mascidi mahallesi. $ah
mascidi mahallasi ve sair. 1647 - ci ilde Bakida olan tiirk sayyahi Evliya Calabi ‘Seyahatnama* asarinda
Bakinin gala divarlarinda 70 yarimdairavi birc va 600 «dan ¢ox magzal oldugunu bildirir. Onun malumatina
gora divar qaya tzarinda tikilib ve hiindiirliyti 40 tekke dirsak 8lguisiine barabardir. igarisaharin miixtalif
istigamatlarina acilan 5 darvazasi olmasi haqqinda 3-i deniza. 2-si quruya agilan darvazasi barads
menbalerds malumat var. XVIIl asrde Bakinin hiidudlan gala divarlari ile shate olunmus igari sshardsn
kenara ¢ixmirdi. igari Seharda taqriban 300 ev ve 3000-s yaxin sakin vardi.

1859 « cu ilde Samaxini yerla bir eden o mashur zalzaladen sonra markaz Bakiya kocurtlir. Onsuz da

darisqal seraitde yasayan sahar ahalisinin vaziyyati bundan sonra daha da gatinlasir. Qaribasi da o olur ki.
bu darisgalliga ragman heg kas sehar hasarlarindan kanara ¢ixib yasamaq istemirdi. Amma buna baxma-
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10th- 11th centuries BC. On Qobuslan cave paintings, the Romans called it Kesar s Tower, i e. the Rulers
Tower, in the first century AD because it was insurmountable. Reconstruction work was earned out here in
the 12th century when the tower is believed to have been built. According to inscriptions on the tower, it
belonged to Mas'ud ibn Davud. There used to be up to 30 defensive towers in Absheron The Mardakan.
Ramana and Maiden's Tower informed others about dangers from land and sea Some scientists compare
the Maiden's Tower toChiragqala and link it to the Cilgilchay defence fortifications. They say that there are
dozens of legends about the Maiden’s Tower which used to stand in the sea Restoration work was carried
out here in the 1960s The tower is 29.7 metres high, has 4-5 metre thick walls and a diameter of 16.5
metres. It is located in the southeast of the Inner City.

The Inner City

The Inner City is real ancient Baku. The territory of this city, surrounded by stone walls, has remained as it
was -21.S ha. It consisted of nine quarters. Every quarter is named after a mosque: The Friday Mosque quat
ter, the Shah Mosque quarter, etc. The Turkish traveller Evliye Chelebi. who visited Baku in 1647. recorded in
his work *Seyahetnameh” that the walls of Baku Castle had 70 semi-circular towers and more than 600
maghzals. According to his information, the walls were built on a rock and were 40 elbows high. Sources
report that the Inner City had five gates opening in various directions - three opened to the sea and two
opened to land, In the 18th century. Baku was limited to the Inner City which was surrounded by castle
walls. There were about 300 homes and 3.000 residents in the Inner City. After the famous earthquake of
1859 which razed Samakhi to the ground, the centre was relocated to Baku. The situation of the city popu-
lation. which lived in a rather small place, deteriorated even further. The strangest thing is that although
there was not enough space here, no-one wanted to go and live beyond the wall. Despite that, the city
expanded as the oil industry developed and the population increased. The lack of space, love for the Inner
City and the rapid and endless influx of people into Baku are still topical issues,

The Shirvanshah Palace (15th century)

Under Shirvanshah Khalilullah | (1417-1462). the Shirvanshah Palace was built in the highest point of the
city. The complex has the Shah’s Mosque (1441-1442). the sepulchre of Seyid Yahya Bakuvi (the dervish's
sepulchre) and the Shirvanshahs' sepulchre (1435-1436). The latter is the family sepulchre of the
Shirvanshahs which was built by Shirvanshah Khalilullah for his mother and son.

Muhammad's mosque

It was built on a fire temple in 1078-79 and it is known as Stniq Qala (Broken Tower) among the people It
has a very interesting history In 1723. the artillery of Peter I. who had launched a military campaign along
the Caspian coast, fired at Baku, damaging the minaret of the city’s oldest mosque. Since then, the mosque
has been called Siniq Qala. Muhammad's Mosque is believed to have been built on an old fire temple.
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yaraq neft sanayesi inkisaf etdikca, ahali suratle artdiqca sshar ds boyudu. Bu darisqalliq, ssharin i¢arisina
olan ragbat, shalinin Bakiya suratli va sonsuz axisi bu guna gadar aktualligini itirmayib.

Sirvansahlar sarayi (XV asr)

Sirvansah | Xalilullahin dévriinde (U17-U62) saharin an uca noqtssinda tikilib. Kompleksda $ah
mascidil UM m1442). Seyid Yahya Bakuvi tiirbasi (‘ Darvis tiirbasi*). Sirvansahlar tiirbasi (1435 « 1436) kimi
gadim tikililer durur. Sonuncu $irvansahlarin ailsvi tirbasidir ki. Sirvansah Xalilullah bunu anasi ve oglu
uctin tikdirib.

Mahammad mascidi

1078 « 79 « cu illards atatasgah mabadi Gizarinda tikilib. Xalg arasinda ‘ Sinig gala* adi ile mashurdur Bunun
da maraglh tarixgasi var 1723 ecii ilde Xazar sahili boyunca isgal yirislarina ¢ixmis | Pyotrun artilleriyasi
Bakini top atasina tutur. Bu zaman saharin an gadim mascidinin minarasi zedalanir. Homin vaxtdan buna
ibadatgahin adi Siniq gala galir. Mehammad mascidinin daha aski bina atesgah tizerinds yenidan tikildiyi-
ni séylayirlar.

obd ar « Rasid al « Bakuvi "Olkalarin abidalari va Allahin qullarina aid xabarlar" (XIV asr)

‘Bu saharin bir xtisusiyyati var burada geca da. gtindliz da kilak asir, buna gora bazan giiclii kuilak asdikda
adamin kulays qgarsi getmasi miimkiin olmur. Qis zamani isa kiilak atlari ve qoyunlari basib daniza tokdr.
Cunki onlar ayaq Usts dayana bilmirlar."

Kulaklar sahari

Saharin lagabidir. Baki va xazri kalimalari yaranigindan bari bir - biri ile baghdir. 1826 -c1 ilde Bakida olmus
sayyah Zeynalabdin Sirvani yazirdi: ‘Bakini Badukuba adlandirirlar. Ciinki bu yerds daim kulaklar asir.
Bazen els giiclii asir ki. saharin boyiik tikililarina da ziyan vurur. Buna gore burada evlarin éziliini yonul-
mus daglardan qoyur, hayatlari ve damlari girla orttrlar”.

Baki toponimi

Baki yani taps soziindan amals galdiyini geyd edirlar. Tapalar Ustiinds salindiindan bu ad verilib. Basqa
bir ehtimala gors isa. toponim tiirkca Bay - kdy sozlerindan duzalib: bas sshar demakdir. XVIII asrdan
etibaran manbalards Badikuba séziina rast galinir iki fars s6ziindan térayib: bad - kiilak, kuba -déyan, yani
kulak doyan yer demakdir

91 Masudi (X asr) “Qizil yuyulan yer va cavahirat madanlari”

‘Bakida ag neft va basga neft vardir. Yalniz Bakidadir Bu zangin neft olan torpagda yerin altindan vulkan
soklinda heg vaxt sonmayan od piskiirmalari ¢ixaraq yuxari qalxir. Neft veran torpagin garsisinda adalar
yerlasir Adalarda gecs vaxti uzaq masafada bele gorunan od manbalari var *
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Abd ar-Rashid al-Bakuvi: “Monuments of Countries and News about the Slaves of God"
(14th century)

-Tins city has one particularity: the wind is blowing here day and night, which is why it is impossible to go
against the wind when it is too strong. In winter, the wind pushes horses and sheep into the sea. because
they cannot stand on their feet.

The city of winds

It is the nickname of the city. The words Baku and Khazri (northern wind) have been closely linked to each
other Traveller Zeynalabdin Shirvanl who visited Baku in 1826 recorded: ‘Baku is called Badukuba. because
winds are blowing here all the time. Sometimes the wind is so strong that it damages big buildings in the
city. For this reason, the foundations of houses here are built from cut stones, while courtyards and roofs
are covered with tar.

The place name of Baku

It is believed that Baku is derived from a word meaning a hill. This name was given to the city as it was
founded on hills. According to another assumption, the place name is derived from the Turkic words - bay
and koy and means the main city. Sources have mentioned Badikuba since the 18th century. It is derived
from two Persian words-, bad -wind and kuba - beating, that’s to say a place beaten by the wind.

Al-Mas'udi (10th century): "A place where gold is washed, and jewel mines”

“Baku has white oil and other oil. It is only in Baku. In this oil-rich land, fire erupts from under the ground
and burns all the time, rising above. Islands are situated in front of the oil-bearing land The islands have
sources of fire that can be seen at night even from afar.”

The oil kingdom

The Russian academician I. Y. Lerkh. who visited Baku in 1733. recorded that he had seen 52 oil wells for
himself in Baku. In 1820. all oil wells were handed over to the state treasury. Oil was extracted from manu-
ally drilled wells in five sites of the Absheron peninsula in 1825 - Balakhani. Sabunchu. Binagadi. Bibi
Heybat and Shubani. A small number of shallow manually-operated oil wells were drilled in the Island of
Pirallahi (Artyom). In 1868. the Russian engineer Semyonov drilled the world’s first oil well on Azerbaijani
soil (11 years before the USA).

The oil pipeline

From 1873. the “oil paradise- known as Baku's Black City started to take shape. Subsequently, it played the
role of Baku's industrial district including the peninsula’s “oil villages- - Sutakhani. Bibi Heybat. Balakhani
and Sabunchu The world's first oil well was dulled here, tankers to carry oil were built and the Baku-Batumi
oil pipeline was laid
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Neft saltanati

1733 «cii ilde Bakida olmus rus akademiki i.Y.Lerx Bakida 52 neft quyusunu gézlari ile gérduytnii yazirdi.
1820 - ci ilda buttin neft quyulari dovlst xazinasinin ixtiyarina kec¢di. 1825 «ci ilde Abseron yarimadasinda
bes yerds mBalaxani, Sabuncu. Binagadi. Bibiheybat ve Subanida al quyularindan neft ¢ixarilirdi. 1868 - ci
ilde rus miihandisi Semyonov Azarbaycan torpaginda diinyada ilk neft quyusu qazdi (AB$-dan 11 il avval).

Neft kamari

1873-cti ildan etibaran Bakinin Qara Sshar adi ile mashur olan «neft cannati» formalasmaga basladi. Sonra
yarimadanin «neft kandlerini» - Suraxani. Bibiheybat. Balaxani ve Sabungunu shates edan Baki sanaye ray-
onu yarandi. Burada diinyada ilk neft quyusu qazilmis, nefti nagl etmak tctin ilk tankerlar tikildi ve Baki-
Batumi neft kemari ¢akildi. Fontanlar Bakinin s6hratini Avropa 6lkalarinds daha da yiiksaltdi. Bu. xarici
kapitalistlar tictin asl sensasiya idi. Belslikla. XIX asrin 70 - ci illarinin ortalarindan etibaran xarici kapital
Bakiya axismaga basladi. Sehar o gadar yiiksak siiratle inkisaf edirdi ki. na Rusiyada, ne de imumiyyatle
Avropada he¢ bir ssharda bu cur siratli inkisaf gorinmamisdi. Diinyanin har yerindan isguzarlar is va
seadat axtara-axtara bura (iz tuturdu. Ssherin atrafinda abadliq isleri aparilir, geyri-adi méhtesamliyi ile
secilon malikanalarin sayi artirdi. Belalikla. XIX asrin axirlarinda Baki Rusiyanin an iri markazlarindan
birina. Qafqazda an boyiik ve shamiyyatli sahara gevrildi.

Statistika

1871 -ci ilds Balaxanida texniki tisulla gazilan quyu 1900- cii ilde giinds 700 ton neft verirdi. Bakida 661
milyon pud neft ¢ixarihrdi. Bu da Rusiyada gixarilan neftin 95%. bitiin dinyada hasil olunan neftin
yarisindan cox idi. 1883-cii ilds Baki shalisinin sayi 65000-i ke¢cmis. 1913-cii ilde 200.000-a ¢atmisdi. XX
yiizilliyin avvallerinds diinyada gixarilan bitin neftin yarisi Bakida hasil edilirdi.ikinci diinya miiharibasi
dovriinda cabhani neftle tamin edan Bakinin neft ehtiyatlari sovetlar 6lkasinin bitin neft ehtiyatlarinin
75%-a barabar idi. teyyara yanacaginin 90%-i isa Baki neftindan alinirdi.

Neft daslan

1968 «ci ilda ‘ Neft daslar’ afsanasi basladi. Neft¢i va insaatcilardan ibarat ilk desantlar Neft daslarina
tosrif buyurdu. 1969 -cu ilds indiki Neft daslarinin oldugu yerds ilk dafe buruglardan birindan neft fisqird.
Hamin giin Xazer denizinden neft gixarmanin baslama tarixi hesab olunur. 1969-cu ilde Neft Daslar
yataginda isler baslandi. Bu. diinya praktikasinda agiq denizdaki neft yataglarinin manimsanilmasi
istigamatinda ilk addim idi.

Neft magnatlari - milyoncular

Bakida milyongu cox idi. Bazilarinin adi va sadasi buttin diinyaya yayiimisdi Onlara neftxuda da deyirdilar.
Sohbat neft sayasinda birdan - bira varlanmis insanlardan gedir. Onlarin i¢arisinda xeyriyyagiliyi ve maar-
ifparvarliyi ila mashur olani Haci Zeynalabdin Tagiyev idise. Aga Musa Nagiyevin haddinden artiq simicliyi
afsana kimi dillarda dolagirdi
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The fountains of oil made Baku famous throughout Europe This was a real sensation for foreign capitalists.
Thus foreign capital started flowing into Baku from the 1870s The city developed so rapidly that not a sin-
gle city in Russia and in Europe at large had seen such rapid development. Businessmen from around the
world came to Baku in search of business and fortune. Renovation work was carried out around the city and
the number of luxury mansions increased. Thus, in the late 19th century. Baku turned into one of the major
centres in Russia and the most significant city in the Caucasus.

Statistics

Awell drilled with technical methods in Baku in 1871 yielded 700 tonnes of oil in 1900. Some 611 million
poods of oil were extracted in Baku. This was 9S per cent of all Russian oil and 50 per cent of all world oil. In
1883. Baku's population exceeded 45.000 and reached 200.000 in 1913. Half of all world oil was extracted in
Baku in the early 20th century. The oil reserves of Baku, which provided the front with fuel during the
Second World War. accounted for 75 per cent of all oil reserves in the Soviet Union. 90 per cent of aviation
fuel was made from Baku oil.

Ancient Baku

The city is situated in a depression on the western coast of the Caspian Sea. is beaten by northern winds all
the time and is surrounded by high naked hills from the south and the west. It is not known when exactly it
was founded. Some of the ancient settlements around the city remain under Caspian waters. As the level of
water rose, it flooded many buildings, and according to alegend, a whole city called Sabayil. In the 8th cen-
tury. Baku already existed as a port. According to the researcher of Baku. Sara Ashurbayli. in the 8th centu-
ry aq_Baku already existed as a feudal city. Thus, it is believed that the city is 12 hundred years old.

Hamdullah Qazvini (1280-1349): “The Entertainment of Hearts"

Adescription of the country of Azerbaijan: “There are many oil wells here and the ones that produce most
fuel are in Baku. They drill shallow wells here and get to the oil-bearing stratum, and water injected into
these wells pushes the oil up.*

Oil Rocks

The legend of the Oil Rocks began in 1948. The first groups of oil workers and builders arrived in the Oil
Rocks. The first oil was first extracted in the Oil Rocks in 1949. That day is regarded as the day when oil
extraction began in the Caspian Sea. In world experience, this was the first step aimed at developing oil
fields in open seas.

Oil magnates - millionaires

There were many millionaires in Baku. Some of them were well-known around the world. They were also
called neftkhudas (oil gods). These are people who suddenly made a fortune on oil The most prominent of
them was Haji Zeynalabdin Tagiyev. If he was well- known by his charity and education activities, on other
hand the greed of Aga Musa Nagiyev had become a talking point

CtI Clye* lo *<t>idn 1, iw 40



Nobel qardaslari

Bakida ilk xarici sirkati Nobel gardaslari yaratmigdi. Emanuel Nobel 1843 «cu ilda isvecdan Rusiyaya galib
zavod acib silah istehsalina baslayir va sualti marmilar ve harbi gayiglar tgclin buxar masinlari da
hazirlayirdilar Krim miiharibasi qurtarandan sonra dovlat sifarisi kasilir. Nobel iflasa ugramaq tahliikasi
qarsisinda qalir. 0 zaman Lyudviq va Robert Nobel gardaslari Peterburgda yeni sirket yaradaraq tiifeng
istehsalina baslayirlar. Almaniyadan tiifeng qundagl Ggln xususi olaraq gatirilan goz agaci Nobela
qardaslarina o gader do sarfali deyildi. Peterburq atrafinda iss qoz agaci bitirdi. Olkenin har yerinda
arasdirma aparan mutaxasislar xabar verirlar ki. bels bir agac Lankaran mesalarinds bitir. Qoz agaci tgctin
Azarbaycana galan Robert Nobel yoliistii Bakida qalir. Qarasehar va Agsshari. neft madanlarini gazir.
Maliyya, sanaye, iqtisadi vaziyyati dyranir, asl sarvat manbayinin Bakida oldugunu kasf edir. Peterburga
maktub gondarib gardasi Lyudvigae xabar verir ki. perspektiv cahatdan tilkkenmaz dévlst burada « Bakidadir
Buruglardan gece mgiindiiz qizil axir. Sirkat yaratmagi ondan israrla takid edir. Belslikle, onlar xarracla
Bakida neft madani ve daha sonra neft temizleysn zavod da satin alaraq burada ciddi fealiyyate baslayirlar.
1882 « 83 - cii illarda firmanin qulluggular ti¢iin xususi olaraq tikilan Villa Petrolea. ani Neft baginda, neft
qoxusunun icinda, favvarsler, carhovuzlarla shatslenmis villada Nobel ve onun qulluggular firavan
yasayiblar.

Murtuza Muxtarov

Heft hesabina varlanan cenab Muxtarov islerindan dolayi tez - tez $Simali Qafgaza gedardi. Vladigafqaz ve
daha sonra da dogulub boyiidiyi emircan kandinds gosa minarali méhtasam mascid tikdirib, amircandaki
hamin mascid indiyadak durur ve ibadats agiqdir. Hemin illards Muxtarov Vladigafgazti general Tuganovun
ortancil qizi Liza xanimla evlenir. Bu mahabbat evliliyi olsa da. digar sebab milyoncunun avvalki nigahindan
dogulan usaqglarin gan gohumlugu ucbatindan 6lmasi idi. Toydan sonra Liza xanimla Avropa sayahatina
gedirlar. Venesiyadaki binalardan biri yeni evlileri ele valeh edir ki. ona oxsar bir sarayi 1il i¢garisinda. 1911
« 1912 «ci illarda Bakida tikdirarak ganc ve gozal arvadina hadiyys edir. insasinda pul asirganmayan sarayi
arxitektor Plosko fransiz gotik tislubunda layihalasdirir. Bolseviklar Bakini istila edinceyadak Muxtarovlar
burada yasayirlar. Deyilanlara gors, bolseviklor sahari talan edarkan Muxtarov evds imis. Sira onlara da
catir. Qapi doyilands girmizilarin garsisina neftxuda 6zl ¢ixir. Orda onlarla slbsyaxa olur. Silahla evi
bosaltmag taleb edan iki kommunisti 6ldurir ve 6zl ds 6lur, indi hamin bina Seadat Sarayi kimi faaliyyat
gostarir.

Bakinin sshar kimi formalasmasinda. XIX asrin sonu. XX asrin avvallarinds, ¢ix gisa bir zaman kasiyinda
neft milyongularinin insa etdirdiklari malikanaler, bir sira obyektlar cox miihiim rol oynayir. Sosialist inqi-
labindan sonra onlara maxsus olan har sey musadira edilarak dovlatin ixtiyarina kegirilir. Rejimle barisa
bilmayan bu ailalerin bazilari represiyaya maruz galir, bazilari ise Giirclistan ve irana kegarak oradan da
Avropaya. Amerikaya {iz tuturlar. indiyadak hamin naslin nimayandalari Azarbaycana geri dénmayiblar.

ABSERON

037

Ararbaycan imlycagesu HZ lajiyerin evi.
indiki Tani mweyi

residence ol Azerbaijani oil millionair-
Tapytv (now History museum)



03$ ABSKCROX

Miuw 8)Vjaa eyvartm

<M6stuvwisdai

The Nobel Brothers

The Nobet Brothers set up the first foreign company in Baku Emmanuel Nobet came to Russia from Sweden
in 1843. opened a factory and began manufacturing weapons. He also manufactured steam machines for
underwater projectiles and military vessels The state order was suspended after the Crimea war Nobel was
on the verge of bankruptcy. After that. Ludwig and Robert Nobel set up a new company in St Petersburg and
started manufacturing rifles. The walnut wood, which was imported from Germany for the manufacture of
rifles butts, was not so profitable for the Nobel brothers. Nowalnut trees grew around St Petersburg Experts
who carried out surveys in all parts of the country reported that such a tree grew in the lankaran woods.
Robert Nobel who came to Azerbaijan for walnut stayed in Baku. He visited the Black City, the White City
and oil fields. He studied the financial, industrial and economic situation here and discovered that the real
source of wealth was in Baku. He writes to his brother in St Petersburg ‘Baku has endless wealth. Gold is
coming out of wells day and night". He insisted that they must set up a company here. Thus, they bought
an oil field and an oil refinery in Baku in an auction and started serious work here.

Murtuza Mukhtarov

Mukhtarov was one of those who made a fortune on oil. In his youth, he was a coachman and carried black
oil for sale from fields to the city. It is interesting that like in Baku, in America (Rockefeller and so on) most
of the first oil millionaires first worked as workers, apprentices and foremen and then, became millionaires.
The oil magnate often visited the North Caucasus on business and built mosques with two minarets in
Vladikavkaz and in his native village of Amirjan. The mosque in Amirjan is still intact and open to the public

In those years. Mukhtarov married Liza, the middle daughter of Vladikavkaz General Tuganov. Although it
was a love marriage, another reason was that the millionaire’s children from his previous marriage died due
toblood relation. After the wedding, he and Liza started a tour of Europe. The newlyweds were so astonished
by one building in Venice that Mukhtarov built a similar building in Baku in 1911-12 and gave it to his young
and beautiful wife. He spared no money for the palace and hired the architect Ploszko to build it in a French
Gothic style. The Mukhtarovs lived here until the Bolshevik invasion of Baku They say that when the
Bolsheviks plundered the city. Mukhtarov was at home When they knocked on the door, the oil magnate
met the Red Army soldiers himself. He came to blows with them. When they threatened him with a gun and
demanded that he must leave his house, he killed two communists and died himself Now that building
operates as the Palace of Happiness.

Mansions and a number of other edifices built by oil millionaires in a very short period of time played a very
important role in the formation of Baku as a city in the late 19th and early 20th century. After the Socialist
Revolution, all their property was confiscated and handed over to the state Some members of their fami-
lies could not put up with the regime and were subjected to repression, while others left Azerbaijan for
Europe and America through Georgia and Iran. Representatives of that generation have still not returned to
Azerbaijan
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Apples of Guba

There is even a popular song about the apples of Guba. There are apple trees everywhere in the city, and in
every courtyard. There are hundreds of hectares of apple orchards. Several kinds of apple grow here, all dif-
ferent in their flavour, colour, taste and size. Most of the crop is exported to Russia

Note

The city of Cuba is situated on the banks of the Gudyalcay river on the north-western slopes of the Greater
Caucasus Ridge, at an altitude of 616 meters above sea level. It Is a 168 kilometre drive from Baku on the
Baku-Derbent motorway. There are more than 100 rivers and rivulets here and the water in most of them is
pure and drinkable. The best known are Qudyalcay. Aqcay. Qaracay. Valvalcay and so on. Guba. which in
the past was the capital of the eponymous khanate, is today the tourist centre of Azerbaijan's northern
region.

Guba as a place name

The locality is mentioned in ancient Albanian and Arabic sources and in the works of European geographers.
Arabs wrote that the first mosque built by the Prophet Muhammad near Mecca was called Guba. 11th cen-
tury Arab geographer Ibn Hagweah reports the erection of the Bab-Firuzqubad castle by Anushirvan. ruler
of Azerbaijan. It is thought that the name referred to Guba. Guba is among the Azerbaijani cities listed in
the Geographic Dictionary of the 12th century Arab scholar Hamawi. The origin of the name is possibly
related to the name of the Persian shah Qubad, who built a castle in the area in the 6th century. Prominent
linguist Firidun bay Kocarli (1863-1920) maintained that the name of the city was derived from the word
‘qubbe” - the dome of Nadir Shah's tent. There is a theory that the city's name was Qubbe until the 10th
century. Scholars who deny an Arabic origin for the place name claim that it is Turkic and comes from the
name of an ancient Turkic tribe. Azerbaijani geographer and traveller Haci Zeynalabdin Sirvani wrote.-
"Qubbe is a city in Sirvan. Rumours attribute breathtaking beauty to the surroundings It is three day's
journey from Samaxi. The air is pleasant there. In antiquity, one Arab tribe moved there and settled in the
area. Sixali khan's father. Fatal! xan. and his ancestors, were rulers of Guba.

The Guba Khanate

Archaeological excavations conducted in the region indicated that the city was founded in the Ath century.
By the late 17th century. Guba had become a major trading centre, by 1735. thanks to Huseynali khan s
efforts, it was a beautiful city and later - the capital of the eponymous khanate Although some grand
buildings of the period survive to this day. not only the khan's residence, but also the graves of the ruling
dynasty, have been lost. One of the most prominent men of Guba was Fatali khan.

Fataii khan (1736 1789)
During Fatali khan's rule (17S8-1789). the influence of the Guba khanate increased considerably Stnving
to unite the whole of North Azerbaijan under his rule and to resist aggressors. Fatali Khan urged neighbour-
ing feudal khanates to join efforts. Although Fatali khan managed to unite the Derbent. Baku. Samaxi.
Salyan and Canca khanates from 1759* 1771. he failed to realise his dream of a united Azerbaijan. After his
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Quba almasi

Qubanin ag almasi haqqinda mashur mahni var Bu. sarimtil, qirmtzi yanaqli, xos atirli. yumsaq qgabigh
almadir $sharin har yerinda. bitin haystlords hektarlarla alma bagt salinib. Burada atri. dadi, idilyi va
olcularina gora fotglanon bir nece név alma yetisir. Alma sezoni sentyabr « oktyabr aylaridir ki. bu vaxt
Qubaya golon sanki alma cennatina disir. Qubalilar toplanan mahsulun cox hissasini Rusiya bazarlarina
ixrac edirlar.

Arayis

Qudyalcayin sahilinds. Boyiik Qafgaz sira daglarinin simal - sarq yamaclarinda, deniz saviyyssindan 616
metr ytiksaklikda yerlasir. Baki - Darband sossesinin 168 kilometrliyindaki Quba, sahar kimi XVII asrin orta-
larinda formalasib, arazidan 100-a gadar irili-xirdali cay axir ki, aksariyyatinin suyu tamiz va igcmalidir:
Qudyal ¢cay1. Ag cayl. Qaragay. Valvals cayi va s. gostermak olar. Vaxtila xanliq, indi ise simal zonasinin tur-
izm markazi olan Qubanin almadan basga da simvollari var. Rayonda kicik ekskursiyaya cixmagla bunlari
tak -tak gérmak mumkindur

Quba toponimi

Qadim alban va areb manbalarinda. Avropali cografiyastinaslarinin asarlarinde buradan bshs ediblai
arabler Mshammad Peydambarin Makke sahari atrafinda tikdirdiyi ilk mascidin 'Kuba' adlandigini
yaziblar XI asr arab tarixgisi ibn - Haqvei Azarbaycan hékmdari anusirevan tersfindsn Bab - Firuzqubad
qalasinin tikilmasi barada xabar verir Bu ad altinda Qubanin nazardas tutuldugu hesab edilir. X1 asrda arab
alimi Hamavinin ‘Cografiya' lugatinds adlar c¢akilan Azarbaycan saharlari arasinda “Kubba'vardi. Quba
toponiminin mansayi haqqinda ola bilsin ki. VI asrde hamin yerds qala tikdirmis iran sahansahi Qubadin
adi ile baghdir. Mashur adabiyyatsiinas Firidun bay Kégarli (1863 « 1920) Qubanin Nadir Sah dévriinds onun
cadinntn qubbasi ila bagti bels adlandiridigini geyd edir.

Quba adinin ilkin olarag X asrds 'Qubba’ seklinds islandiyini bildirir, arab dilindaki giibbaden yarandigini
inkar edan alimlar bu toponimin Quba adli gadim tiirk tayfalarindan birinin adi ils baglayir, bunun tirk
mansali tayfa adi oldugunu qgeyd edirler. Azerbaycan cografiyastinasi va sayyahi Haci Zeynalabdin Sirvani
yazir: * Quibba Sirvan saharidir. Deyildiyina gore, tirak agan bir yerdir. Oradan $amaxi seharina gadar 3 giin-
Itk yoldur. Ab - havasi lirays yatandir. Hala gadimda arab tayfalarinin biri Qubaya koclib ve orada maskan
salib. $ixali xanin atasi Fatali xan ve onun ata - babalari Qubanin hakimlariolub"

Quba xanhgi

Quba regionunda apariimis muxtslif arxeoloji gazintilann naticalari buranin tarixini IV asre aid edir. XVII
asrin sonlarinda guicli ticarat - sanatkarliqg markazina gevrilan Qubanin sshar kimi asasi 1735-ci ilda
Huseynali Xan terafindan qoyulur va tadrican eyniadli xanhgin paytaxtina cevrilir. Xanliq dovriindan bu
glina bazi mohtasam binalar galsa da. Quba xanlarinin igamatgahlari ve hatta o boyiik naslin gabrlari
zaman igarisinda itib. Qubanin tarixi sexsiyystlarinden danisarkan ilk agia galen adamlar Fatali xan ve
A 8akixanovdur
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death, the Cuba khanate lost its former power and importance and. with accession to Russia in 1806. it
became a county under the Derbent Government in 1840 and the Baku Government in 1860

Abbasgulu aga Bakixanov (1796-1867)
Abbasgulu aga Bakixanov was the first Azerbaijani military interpreter, military diplomat, officer in the
Russian Army, prominent historian, man of letters, and encyclopaedist. He grew up in the village of Amsar
in the Cuba region.

In 1810. Bakixanov arrived in Tiflis at General Yermolov's invitation and worked for 26 years as a translator
from eastern languages in the Main Caucasus Military Directorate. Then he left to travel around the Near
East and died during the Hajj.

He was the author of five historical and literary works of which the best known is Golestane Eram. The book,
which was written in 1841 in Persian and then translated into Russian by the author, covers the history of
Azerbaijan from antiquity until the signing of the Culistan peace treaty (1813). However, the tsarist regime
banned the patriotic work

Historical and natural monuments

There are more than KO monuments in Cuba. Of these. 70 are natural. Locals call these monuments, which
appeared as a result of natural disasters, natural wonders. There are more than 60 archaeological monu-
ments. most of which date back to between the 4th and 17th centuries. There are usually no monuments
to attract tourists in district centre towns But Cuba is an exception. And a walk around the former capital
of a khanate will take you to some of the historical monuments.

The arch bridge

This is also sometimes called the Gudyalcay bridge It is the only survivor of the seven bridges which exist-
ed in the Cuba region in from the 17-19th centuries. The longest of them was built in 1894 - the design was
Aleksander 11l s «to consolidate Russia's military presence in the Caucasus. Today the arched bridge, which
is open only to pedestrians, offers a scenic view of the city.

Oomed baths

The baths building was built of red brick in the 19th century It is a building with a rectangular floor plan
and is also known as Suhut Hammam The building has six rooms, two doors and six windows. Until 1985
it was used for its intended purpose Now this pearl of eastern architecture is a historical monument
Alexandre Dumas visited the baths in 1851 and. 150 years later, his great-grandson also visited the build-
ing.

Alexandre Dumas in Azerbaijan

A. Dumas peie. who visited Russia and the Caucasus in 1858-1859. loured Azerbaijan too. Later, he shared
his impressions in his books. Adventures in Caucasia. Sultanetta and The Snowball The books were
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Fatali xan (1736-1789)

fatali xanin hokmdarhigr dovrinds (1758 - 1789) Quba xantginin shamiyyati aitdi. Simali Azarbaycanin
butiin torpaglarini 6z hakimiyyati altinda birlesdirmaya, bununla da isgalcilarin garststni almaya calisan
Fatali xan. digar xanhglardan farqgli olaraqg, gonsu kicik feodal xanliglarini birlesmaya cagiiirdi. Bu cahatdan
distincaleri miteraqqi idi. 1759-1771-ci illerde Fetali xan Darband. Baki. $amaxi, Salyan. Ganca
xanltglarini birlasdirse de vahid Azarbaycan yaratmaq istayi bas tutmadi. Onun 6limiindsn sonra Quba
xanligi shamiyyatini ve gucunii itirdi. 1806-ci ilde Quba xanlifinin Rusiyaya birlagsmasi ile ayalsta gevrilen
Quba gazasi 1840-ci ilds Darband. 1860-ci ilda ise Baki quberniyasina daxil edildi.

Abbasqulu aga Bakixanov (1794 - 1847)

ilk harbi terciimagi, gérkamli Azarbaycan tarixgisi, yazigisi va XIX asrin avvallarinds Rus ordusunun zabiti,
elaca da harbi diplomati olmus Abasqulu aya Qubanin amsar kandinds yasayib 1819-cu ilds Bakixanov
general Yermolovun davati ila Tiflisa galib va Qafqaz Bas Harbi idarssinds 26 il serq dillari tarctimani
vazifasinda calisib. Yaxin Sargs sayahata ¢ixan Abbasqulu aya Bakixanov 1847-ci ilde Hac ziyarati zamani
vaba xastaliyindan vafat edib. 5 tarixi - badii asarinden an mashuru Guliistani « iramdir. 1841-ci ilds fars
dilindes yazdi§i ve 1843-cii ilds rusdilina gevirdiyi bu tarixi asarinds Guliistan siilh miqavilesina (1813) kimi
olan Azerbaycan tarixini $erh edib. Veatenparverlik mévgeyindes yazilan bu eserin cap edilmasina Car
hokumati icaza vermayib

Tarixi - tebii abidalar

Qubada UO-dan cox tarix - memarliq abidasi moévcuddur. Onlardan 70 danasi tebiat abidasidir. Tabii
falakatlor zamani yaranmis bu abidalara yerlilar tabiat mdciizasi deyir, arazidaki 60-dan yuxari arxeoloji
abidanin cox boytik hissasi IV-XVII asrlars aiddir Adatan rayon markazinda gorilasi els de maraqgh yerlar
olmur Quba bu manada istisna taskil edir. Xanliq paytaxtinda piyada dolasmaqla tarixi shamiyyatina va
gOzal memarliq qurulusuna gére mashur abidalerdan bazilarini yaxindan izlemak mumkinddr.

Tagh korpt (XIX asr)

Buna Qudyalcay korpusu da deyirlar. XVII « XIX asrlards Quba gazasinda mévcud olan 7 kérptdan bu giina
galib ¢ixan tek korpudir. Qubada en uzun korpi olan Qudyalcay korpisii 1894-cii ilde rus cari 3-cii
Aleksandrin layihasi ila ruslarin Qafgazda oz harbi dayaglarini méhkemlandirmak magsadils tikilib. Bu giin

yalniz piyadalarin istifada etdiyi Tayl kérpiidan sahare romantik manzara acilir.

Glinbazli hamam(XIX asr)

Qirmizi karpicdan insa edilib Doérdbucagh qurulusa sahib olan tikiliys Guxur hamam da deyirler. 6 otaq. 2
gapl va 6 pancaradan ibaratdir. 1985-ci ile kimi ahalinin istifada etdiyi Serq memarliq incisi sayillan hamam
indi yalniz tarixi abida kimi yerlasdiyi kiigani bazeyir Hamamda mashur fransiz yazigisi Aleksandr Duma
Cimib. 150 il sonra onun naticasi ulu babastnin gazdiyi yerlari yenidan ziyarat edib.
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published in French. English and Russian, and in the part of the Adventures which dealt with Azerbayan.
the writer describes his impressions of its nature, customs, the people of Guba. the Gudyalcay river and

Sahdaq Mountain.

Ethnic composition

Guba is a multi-ethnic town Azerbaijanis, who are of Turkic origin. Lezgi. Tat. Jews and representatives of
other ethnic groups live in the city, and they all preserve their languages, customs, traditions, faiths and
culture.

Krasnaya Sloboda

Inhabited by Jews. Locals also call it the Red Village It is situated on the outskirts of the city, on the right
bank of the Gudyalcay river on the road to Qusar District. In the past, the area was called Kulgat and the
modern name has its own interesting history. The village in which Jews settled was initially called
Zhidovskaya Sloboda. and from the 1860 and!870s - Yevreyskaya Sloboda When the Bolsheviks came to
power in 1920. it was renamed Krasnaya Sloboda. The residents were Jews who called themselves
dzhugur. They are also called Mountain Jews. They speak Hebrew. Azerbaijani and Russian. The village
has 13 synagogues Today, the Jewish population of Krasnaya Sloboda is 4.000-5.000.

It should be mentioned that they were resettled in Guba by Huseyinali khan and Fatali khan They were set-
tied in the area during Nadir Shah's rule (1736-1747j. When Nadir shah seized Guba. the Jews who arrived
with him were settled between the villages of Qaladuz and Kupcal. Jewish elders went to Huseyinali khan's
palace to ask him to ensure security for the Jews. And the khan not only provided security guarantees, but
even allocated an area for settlement in the upper part of what is now Krasnaya Sloboda To protect the
Jews from night-time pogroms and attacks. Fatali khan resettled them in 1765 to the area where they live
to this day. All the court officials were involved in this matter, the khan allocating the palace's transport for
this purpose, and the Jews settled in the new area just six days later There is a synagogue now in the place
where the Jews welcomed Fatali khan.

Krasnaya Sloboda is often compared to Las Vegas. Residents of the village aie mainly engaged in trade
The locals have extravagant tastes and the wealthy areas of Guba feature grand, beautiful villas. To draw a
full picture, we will add that you can meet 1S-16-year-old youths here who drive Fenaris and Mercedes.

The Tat

The Tat ethnic group airived in Azerbaijan about 1.400 years ago and settled in the country's north-west
They live in the mountainous areas of Guba District and have a modest life style They include three reli-
gious groups « Muslims. Christians and Jews The difleiences in faith resulted in differences in languages
Their total number is about 20.000

Theword Tat appears in written souices of the 8th century « Orkhono-Yenisey writings and the epic Dodo
Gurgud.
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Aleksandr Otima Azarbaycanda

1858 -1859-cu illards Rusiyada ve Qafgazda olan A.Dima (ata) Azearbaycana da galib. Bu sayahatindan
sonra gorduklarinin tasiri altinda Qafqaz safari. Qar yigini va Sultanetta adl asarlarini yazib. Fransiz,
rus va ingilis dillarinda cap edilan Qafqaz saferi kitabinin Azarbaycanla slagadar hissasinds yazi¢i gadim
Qubanin tabistindan, maisatindan ve insanlarindan. Qudyalcay ve $ahdag bareds tasssiratlarindan s6z
agir.

Qubanin etnik tarkibi

Quba milli tarkibi muixtalif olan rayondur. Burada turklar, Iazgilar, tatlar, yshudilar ve digar etnik qruplarin
niimayandalari yasayir ve 6z dilini, adat-ananasini, madaniyyatini qoruyub saxlayirlar.

Qirmizi Qasaba

Yshudi mahallasidir. Rayonun yerli camaati gasabani Qirmizi kand adlandirir. $ahar kanarinda,
Qudyalcayin sag sahilinda. Qusar yolunun stiinds yerlasir. Kegmis adi Kulgat olan bu yerin indiki adi ila
bagh maraql tarix¢asi var. Yahudilarin Qubada maskunlasdigi yasayis mantaqasi ilk vaxtlar ‘Zidkovskaya
Sloboda*. XIX asrin 60-70-ci illrinda ‘Yevreyskaya Sloboda" adlanib. 1920-cl ilde bolseviklerin galisi ila
gasabanin adi dayisarak ‘Qirmizi Qasaba' qalib. ®halisi yahudilardan ibaratdir. Ozlarini cugur adlandirirlar
Dag yshudileri farscaya yaxin olan ivTid dilinde danisirlar. Qassbada 13 sinaqoq var. 1938-1939-cu illarda
Qirmizi gesabada 12-13 min yshudi yasayib. SSRI dagildiqdan sonra israila. ABS -a kég edan shali, burani
tamamils tark etmadi. Hal-hazirda onlarin sayi 4-5 min arasindadir.

Qubada yasayan dag yshudileri vaxtile burada maskunlagmalarini Hiiseynali xana ve Fatali xana bor-
cludurlar. Onlann Qubaya galmasi Nadir sahin dévriine (1736 - 1747) tesaduf edir. Onun Qubam istila
edarken 6z ile gatirdiyi yahudilar avvalca Qasladiiz va Kiipgal kandlari arasinda yerlasdirildiler. Tehliikasiz-
liklarinin tamin olunmasi Gctin Huseynali xanin sarayina xahisa galan yahudi agsaqgallari ondan raziliq
aldigdan sonra bu glinki Qirmizi gasabanin yuxari hissasinda onlara yer verilir. Yahudilari gece
talanlarindan, qgafil basqinlardan gorumaq ugctin Fatali xan onlari 1765-ci ilds indiki gassba arazisine
kocurir. Buraya saray mahsullari, naqgliyyat vasitalari calb olunur va alti giin arzinda yshudilar yeni arazids
maskunlagirlar. Duz-¢6rakla Fatali xanin garsisina ¢ixdiglari yerdes bu giin onlarin sinagoqu yerlasir.

Qirmizi gessbani Las Veqasa banzadirler. Gostarisi cox seven yerli ahali esasen ticaratle masgul olur.
Qubanin an zangin mahallasinda bir-birindan gézsl, méhtasem villalar géz gamasdirir. Burada 15-16 yash
yeniyetmalari son model lyuks avtomobillari stirarken gorsaniz, taacciiblonmayin. Diinyanin har yerinda
oldugu kimi. Qubadaki yahudilar da cox yaxs! yasayirlar.

Tatlar

Qubanin daglq erazilerinds, temteragdan uzaq, ¢ox sada kand hayati yasayirlar. Dini mansubiyyat
baximindan 3 qrupa ayrilirlar: musalman, xristian ve yahudi. Bu dini ayri-seckilik dilde de muhtum farglar
yaradir. Toplam 20000-8 yaxin tat yasayir. Tat s6ziinin islendiyi en gadim manbalar VIl asra aid Orxon «
Yenisey abidalari vo Dads Qorqud (1300 il) dastanidir.
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In the second volume of Mahmud Kashgari's Divan, the word Ta! is interpreted ,n the following manner

tar is a name for everyone who speaks Persian to Turks and for Uygur kaffirs (non-Muslttm). | have heard
this in their country. This word is used not only for Persians, but also for the Chinese and Uygur This is
what the word means, in Turkic sources, the word Tat occurs quite frequently Turks have always called
other peoples who arrive in their lands the Tat

Tourist's paradise

The Cuba District is famous for its beautiful, natural landscapes. It is the centre of the northern tourist
zone, where tourist routes are organized.

Guba « Krasnaya Sloboda « Long Forest (15 Km)

The last stop on the shortest route is Uzun Mesna (Long Forest). The forest is so called because it stretches
wide, but is not long. The village of the same name and a tourist centre are situated in the area This is one
of the most popular recreational areas in Guba. having been open since 1999 The owner is a Scottish entre-
preneur. The area is good for winter holidays too. but you must reserve a room, so that they can heat it up
by your arrival (the temperature at night can be as low as -10 to -K centigrade) and cook your food The
vistas, which are beautiful in all seasons, and the intoxicating air of Uzun mesa make the place well worth
visiting

Guba-Tangaalti (65 Kilometers)

This universally appreciated area hosts the village of Tangaalti. which means between the mountains The
Valvalacay river flows between the two peaks on the northern slope of the Greater Caucasus Ridge White,
black and pink granite can be found in these mountains The depth of the ravine where the river flows is
600-600 metres and the steep slopes are formed from white, black and pink marble This is indeed a rare
natural phenomenon. The fascination of the village of Tangaalti nearby is made even greater by the road
which runs between two steep cliffs hanging over it and the river which runs through the forest. And
although the fugitive Mayil's cave amid the insurmountable cliffs does attract many people, only profes-
sional climbers can reach it.

Aleskandr Bestuzhev-MarlinsKiy about Guba

Aleskandr Bestuzhev-Marlinskry called Azerbaijan Paradise on Earth and advised Do not look for it else-
where. it is here, in Azerbaijan in his works Caucasian Stories. Mullah Nour. and Road to Guba.

Bostuzhev-Marlinskiy gives detailed descriptions of the nature of Guba and the customs of the people who
lived there

Waterfalls

There are many wateifalts in thearea Sualanis Ihe lirsl one on the road !o the Tanga valley and the small-
estin lhe area. And the best known -Alurca mis situated a tew kilometres from the valley. Do visit the vit-
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M Kasgari "Divan' asarinin ikinci cildinda tat s6ziiniin izahini bels verir: * Tat - bittin tirklerle lstsca danisan
kimsa, uygur kafirlarinin (mtsalman olmayan) adidir. Bunu 02 6lkalarinds esitdim. Bu soz farslar haqqinda
oldugu kimi cinlilar va uygurlar haqqinda da soylenir. Bu soziin yozulmasi beladir. Tat gadim turk
manbalerinda cox isladilib. Turkler tarix boyu 6zlerine yad. yabangi olan xalglari ve tayfalar tiirk tor-
paglarina galen basqa dilli shalini "tat" adlandinblar.”

Turizm cennati

Sert-miilayim iglimi olan Quba tabii- cografi ve fiisiinkar g6zalliyi ile ¢cox mashurdur. Simal turizm
zonasinin markazinds muxtslif istiqamatlards turist sayahat marsrutlari taskil edilir. Ekskursiyalardan an
mihim S «ini gazmakla Quba hagqinda tam malumat sahibi olmaq miumkundiir.

1. Quba * Qirmizt Qasaba - Uzunmess (15 km)

2 Quba - Tangaalli (33 km)

3. Quba - Xaltan « istisu (80 km)

4 Quba * Qacres - Minara 125 km)

5 Quba - Xinaliq *Atesgah (65 km)

Quba - Qirmizi Qasaba - “Long Forrest” (15 km)

On gisa ekskursiyanin son dayanacagl Uzun mesadir. Mess ananavi qaydada enina deyil, uzunlamasina
yerlasdiyi tclin bele adlanir, srazide eyni adli kand va istirahat markazi yerlesir. Simalin va Qubanin an
mashur islatmalarindan olan bu yer 1999-cu ilden faaliyyatdadir. Sahibi Sotlandiyali is adamidir. Qis
aylarinda da calisgir. Amma qisda buraya gslmazden avval rezervasyon etdirmek lazimdir ki. otaglari
qizdirsinlar ve yemak hazirlasinlar. Yoxsa geca temperaturun manfi 10 - K daraca saxta oldugu yerds gal-
magq geyri - miimkindir. Uzunmess buttin fasilloarde mikemmeal tabisti ve havasiyla gazilmaya. goriilmays
dayar.

Quba - Tangealti (33 kuw)

Haminin ragbsat etdiyi va axin «axin galdiyi bu yerda eyni adli kand var. Manasi "Dag arasi yer'‘demakdir

Boytik Qafgaz daglarinin simal yamacinda iki dag arasindan Valvalcay kegir. Ag. gara ve ¢ahrayi granit gixir

bu daglardan. Darinliyi 400-600 metr olan bu dara ag. gara va ¢ahrayl marmardan ibarat nadir tabist

abidasidir. 2 dag arasindan kegan yol. yol tizerinds olan sildirim gayalar, yasilliglar icinden axan cay. mesa

bu kandin manzarasini fisunkar edir. Sildinm gayaliqda '‘Qacaq Mayil'tn magarasi diqgat ¢aeksa da oraya

¢ixmaq sadaca professional daggilarin isidir. 1834-cii ilde burada olan dekabrist yazici Bestujev « Mailinski
Molla Nur' povestinda Tangs darasinin cazibali manzarasini tariflayib.

Aleksandr Bestujev - Marlinski (1797 - 1837)

Azarbaycani yer Uzinin cannati adlandiraraq basqa yerds axtarmayin, o. burada. Azarbaycandadir
deyib. Qafqaz povestlari. Molla Nur. Quba yolu asarlarinda Qubanin tebisti, maisati hagqinda atrafli
malumat verib

Wi e’ &g
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Qubanin lufirm caaeali - Tangsalli

Touriia paradiseet Suba - tangealt
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lage of Afuica. A2 kilometres from the city. The rocky waterfall nearby is 70 metres high. It is quite fright-
ening to be under the arch of hanging cliffs...

In the tea house near the waterfall, you can taste tea made with herbs collected in the mountains and
forests around, and its taste and aroma relieve both fear and fatigue.

The Qonagkend-Xaltan-Qarxun road passes nearby, and the northern route to the Babadag peak (3.629
metres above sea level) also starts here.

Guba-Xaltan village-Istisu (80 Kilometres)
This route takes one day. This is why we woke early in the morning and set out in our jeep.

The wonderful landscapes along the route and endless forests alternate with the ruins of empty villages and
old abandoned graveyards.. Residents of Cuba say that these were bustling villages as recently as the
early 20 century. But the absence of electricity, gas. water supply and decent roads led to the gradual
departure of the residents to cities.

The village of Xaltan is the last populated area in Guba district along this route. Only a very few families
live in the village.

istisu  natural baths

Although they are only 10 kilometres from the village, the trip to the springs takes 2-3 hours because there
is no road as such. You will not see anyone oranything on the way - there are no people, animals or birds.
Cell phones do not work there. The silence is deafening

The view at the end of the journey is surprising. There is a small tent camp there, where people from the
nearby districts, who come here for medical treatment, live for AOdays in total isolation from civilization

The hot springs with water rich in different chemicals have been known for centuries. They are situated at
an altitude of 1.500-1.800 metres above sea level. Over time, the water has carved out natural bath tubs in
the rocks. Two of them are quite large. One is used by men. and the other -by women. They say that there
are many tubs like these here, but the majority ate even higher up in the mountains and getting there can
be dangerous.

The Pirakakil baba shrine

From time immemorial, people have believed that this area of medicinal springs has magical powers which
can cure all diseases It was customary to worship the Creator here. At some periods they go to shrines,
called pir. and pray there Women come here to ask Pirakakil baba to cure their infertility Custom
requires them to make a wish and to crawl through a narrow tunnel 15-20 metres long. The wishes of those
who can do this will be granted However, many people get stuck in the narrow passage full of insects and
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Afurca solalasi

Dunu gérmak ucun rayon markazindan <2 km masafadaki Afurca kandina mutlaq gétmak lazimdir. Kand
atrafinda yiiksak qayaliqgdan axib atrafa tokiilen “Afurca” selalasinin hindirlilyti 70 metrdir. Altina enmak
uctin moveud olan yalniz 3-4 metr enindnki qayaltqdaki dar kecid adrenalin ifrazatini artirir. Tavani dag
cuxurlarindan ibarat olan yerdon kegarkan istar-istamaz vahima basir. $alalays yolunun tsttindaki cayx-
anada atraf dag ve mesadan toplanmis otlardan demlanan bitki cayinin dadi. tami, goxusu bitin gorxunu
va yorgunlugu kecirir. Qonagkand - Xaltan - Qorxun kandlarina, elaca da Babadag <3629 metr) 2iyaiatgahina
aparan simal yolu da buradan kegir

Quba - Xaltan kandi - istisu (80 km)

Bu ekskursiyani ger¢aklasdirmak ticiin bir giin vaxt lazimdir. Odur ki. sshar saat 7-ds galxdiqg va jeepla yola
¢ixdiq. Basga naqliyyatla yola ¢ixmaqg maslehat deyil. Tebiat, manzars, yasilliq, bosalmis kend xarabaliglar
ve kohna gabrstanliq gorintilari bir « birini yol boyunca avez edir. Qubalilar XX asrin avvallarina gadar bu
kandlarda yasayisin cox oldugunu soylayirlar. Amma elektrik, su. gaz va yol cakilmarnasi tadrican kend
sakinlarinin sahars olan ragbatini artirib ve hami kogiib

istisu - tebii vannalar

Vannalar Xaltan kandinin cami 10 kmliyinda yerlasmasina baxmayaraq, oraya 2-3 saatda getmak
mumkindar. Ciinki yol deyilan sey yoxdur. Yol boyunca na bir insan, na bir canli, qus - heg naya rast galmak
mimkin deyildi. Telefon alagasinin bels olmadig! yerds sassizlik qulaq batirir. Bir nega saatliq yorucu
yolgulugdan sonra gorulen manzars garsisinda heyratlandiricidir. Bura ¢adir seharciyine baznayirdi. straf
rayonlardan buraya mualicays galanlar 40 giin bu sivilizasiyadan uzaq hayat tarzi strirler. 1500-1800 m
yiikseklikda, gayalarina arasindan yuzillsrdir istisu ¢ixir. Suyun kimyavi xassasina tab gatita bilmayan
qayalar oyularaq tabii vanna amala gatirib. Ona gors adi bels qalib, srazids 2 adad boylik tabii vanna var.
Birisi gqadinlar ucun, digari kisilar Gg¢lin nazarda tutulub. Deyilanlare gére genis arazids bu ciii tabii van-
nalaram sayi ¢coxdur. Amma onlarin yerlasdiklari arazi daha zirvads, nisbatan daha tahlikali yerdadir. Tabii
qaz yataqlari da var.

Pirakakil baba piri

Vannalardaki prosedurlardan bir parcasi da bu ziyaretgahda gergaklasdirilir. Pirakakil babadan usaq
istayan xanimlar niyyat edib buradaki uzunlugu iS - 20 metr olan dar tunelden kegmalidirlar. Tuneli
kegmayi bacaranlarin dilaklari bas tutur. ilan, kertankals, basqa hasaratlarla dolu bu dar kegidds bazilari
ilisib galir Ozaman kanardakilar zancirlema sakilds yerdan uzanaraq igaridakini dartib gixarirlar.

islamdan avvalki inanclara gére tebii miilaicavi mineral sularin ¢ixdigi araziler gadimdan bari xalq arasinda
mocuzali yer sayilb Buralar Allaha dua edilan va bitiin dardlarin sagaldigi makanlar kimi gabul edilib
Miisyyan vaxtlarda bazi arzulannin hayata kegmasi tiun insanlar pir dediklari bu makanlara iz tutaraq
dua edirlar ve bu qayda yuzillardir dayismir. Quba, an cox ziyaratgahi olan rayonlardandir Har pirin dasidigi
missiya, onunla bagl yaranmis afsanalerdan anlasildigi kimi farglidir. Takca Pirvahid kendinds 7
ziyaratgah mévcuddur. Onlardan birina * Pir bandvse" deyirlar. Novruz bayraminda ara getmamis qizlain tz
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even snakes, and then the rest form a chain to pull them out. The Cuba District is an area with many places
of this sort. These customs are ancient, much older than Islam. Every pir has its purpose The village of
Pirvahid alone has seven shrines. One of them is call Pir Banovsa. Girls go there during the Novruz Bayrami
festivities to ask the Almighty for marriage by the next Novruz. They say that young men from neighbour-
ing villages come here too. to choose a bride.

Guba-Gachres-Minaret (25 kilometres)

This is the most popular recreational area in the Cuba District. Gacres means come and sit down The
name is also said to mean a place where sunshine does not reach. Trees grow sodensely here that the sun
cannot reach the ground, and it is quite cool even in summer.

Village of Qimil

This mountain village is situated in a recreational area running parallel to the Gacres area, on the other side
of the forest It is considered one of the centres of carpet-making in the district. The kolkhoz system intro-
duced in the Soviet period and the absence of exports resulted in the decline in this beautiful craft
However, people continued to weave carpets, mostly for dowries. But price increases and a growing interest
in hand-made carpets in recent years have helped to revive the ancient craft in the mountain villages.

Carpets ol Guba

The Cici. Aggul and Pirabadil carpets from Guba District are among the best in Azerbaijan. The Qollu Cici
carpet, which was made in 1712. is currently exhibited in the Metropolitan Museum in New York. There are
seven styles of carpet weaving in Azerbaijan, which are distinguished by their geographical location, design,
composition, colours and weaving techniques. Every completed carpet is unique, every loop has its own
name and significance, every carpet has individuality. Although carpets are woven in the majority of homes
in Qimil. those who want to buy them might be disappointed because carpets are made only to advance
order Thus those of our readers who want to buy a carpet are better going to the carpet centres in the dis-
trict

The only minaret

The length of this natural monument, which was created when the Gudyalcay split a huge rock, is 30-35
metres, width - 4-5 metres, and it is 3-4 metres high. It can be found at the very end of the Gacres recre-
ational area and is the farthest point of the route, it is thought to have been created in the 4th century as
a result of tectonic shifts and erosion The minaret also plays the role of a natural bridge, and the gap
between the cliffs at a height of 10-15 metres is called the refrigerator. Indeed, it is so cold here that the
owners of the restaurant nearby have attached a door with a padlock and actually use the gap as a refrig-
erator.




tutdugu. galan bayrama gadar ara getmak istaklarini dila gatirdikleri yerdir. Deyilanlara gora, bayram guni
atraf kendlsrdan daliganllar buraya yigisaraq pire galmis qizlara tamasa edir, i¢larinden qiz bayanirlar.

Quba - Qagres - Minara (25 Km)

Qubanin an populyar istirahat zonasidir Qacres séziinin manasi ‘gal otur" demakdir. Bu adi "Gun
daymayan yer' kimi da yozurlar Rayonun simalinda yerlasdiyina gore Qacresi kuzey da adlandirirlar Bu
genis arazida agaclar els su dizulib ki. gun isigt yera daymir va yayda cox soyuq olur. Qisda isa basdan -
ayaga soyunan agaclar gar icinda qgalir

Qimil kandi

Qagres istirahat zonaslyla paralel arazids, mesanin qarsi tarafinds yerlasan dag kandidir. Tarixan Qubanin
xalga markazlarinden hesab edilir. SSRi vaxi kolxoz = sovxoz sisteminin yayilmasi, ixracatin olmamasi,
amayin giymatlandiriimamasi xalcac¢ihgin zaiflamasi ile naticalandi. Buna baxmayaraq, az da olsa evlarda
xalga toxuma isina davam edildi, asasan evlerda cehizlik xalgalar toxudular. Son illards bu ise verilan giymat
va maraq artinca dag kandlarinds xalgagiliq genidan inkisaf etmaya basladi.

Quba xalgas!

Qubada toxunan «Cici”. -Aggiil- ve «Pirabadil- xalcalari Azarbaycandan an yaxsi xalgalardir. 1712-ci ilde
toxunmus -Qollu Cici* xalcasi hazirda Nyu mYorkdaki «Metropolitan- muzeyinda saxlanilir. Azarbaycan
xalcalari cografi mévqeyina, naxis. kompozisiya, reng halli va texniki xiisusiyyatlerine gora 7 xalgaciliq
maktabina bélunir. Ustalar xalgani tahlil edarkan sanki xalca dil acib danisir, har ilmanin oz adi. manasi ve
her xalganin 6z mezmunu var Qimil kendindaki evlerin aksariyyatinds xalca toxunsa da. satin almaq
niyyatina diisanlar bos yersa havasloanmasin. Glnki burada xalgalar artiq avvalcadan edilan sifarisla toxunur.
Odur ki. Qubada xal¢a almaq niyyatina disanler rayonda faaliyyat gosteran xalca markazlarine miracist
etmalidirler.

Tabii Minara

Qacres arazisinin bitdiyi yerds bu marsrutun son dayanacagi yerlasir Qrizdahna yolunun baslangicinda.
Qudyalcayin da$ gayani desib kegmasi naticesinds yaranan bu tsbii abidenin uzunlugu 30-35. eni 4-5.
hindurlilyt ise 3-4 metra ¢atir. Onun tektonik harakatlar va gayin eroziya naticesinds IV asrde amala
galdiyi giman olunur. Minare ham da 10-15 metr ylksaklikda tabii kérpl rolunu oynayir. Qayalarin
arasinda oyuq var. buraya soyuducu deyirler. Hagigaten, ele soyuqdur ki. arazidaki restoran islatmacilari
magaranin girisina gapi qoyub qifillayiblar ve soyuducu niyyatine buradan istifads edirlar

Quiba - Xinaliq - Atesgah (65 km)

aslinde burada har sey. daha doyrusu Xinalig macarasi yollardan baslayir Kandin yollari har zaman
tohllkali olub Vaxtila 4 saatda zorla gedilan, yalniz bir masinin kega bildiyi dar dag cigirlarinda diggalsiz
bir haraket uguruma, asagl. Qudyalcayin igarisine yuvarnalmaq demak idi 2006-ci ilde bu yollar
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Guba-Xinalig-Atashgah (65 km)

This area, which UNESCO has included on Its list of historical monuments of global importance, may be
likened to a museum in the open air. Xinalig. called 'an island in the mountains", is situated 65 km from the
district centre. Houses built of cobble stones and situated on a slope resemble a multi-storey building. In
his essay ‘ Memories of the Village of Xinaliq*. Rasul Rza compared the local houses with eagle nests lined
up in a row. Since Xinaliq has been declared a protected area, it is prohibited to build new houses here.

Geography and climate

Xinalig. which is situated on one of the heights of the Caucasus, resembles an amphitheatre. It is surround-
ed by the mountains Qizil Qaya, Sahdag. Tufandag and Xinalig. The village stretches along the left bank of
the Qudvalcay River on a cone-shaped mountain in the northwest. Only grass and bushes, as well as juicy
cabbages and carrots grow here. The cold weather arrives in early autumn here. The winter is very cold and
snowy - the temperature falls to -30.

Xinaliq houses

There are 380 houses here. The roof of one house serves as the yard of the house located above. Since the
slopes are very steep here, the houses are built close to each other. Small gardens have been laid out in the
yards. The houses are very old - each of them built 200 or 300 years ago. The village has older buildings and
many ancient ruins as well. Xinalig has maintained its architectural style. As you approach the village, a
beautiful view opens up in the gorge. The view from the roofs and courtyards is simply captivating - you feel
like a bird hovering in the sky. All houses are built of cobble-stones and have the same internal structure.
Even the characteristic smell inside is the same. There are carpets of different colours and patterns every-
where under your feet. The walls are covered with hand-made embroidery.

Embroidery

Embroidery (Tikma) is one of the most ancient kinds of folk art. It is also called takalduz. Patterns with dif-
ferent motifs are stitched onto white linen cloths. Tikma is only made by hand and is regarded as the first
decoration. In the West and the East, cloths have been decorated with thread of different colours since
ancient times. In Azerbaijan, this craft takes various forms and the earliest known examples belong to the
Sassanian era. Columns to support the roof are placed in the centre of the houses. There is no furniture, but
there are plenty of pillows, blankets, mutakka and mattresses, both large and small. Nor are there any
tables in the houses - people usually sit on the floor.

The Xinaliq lifestyle

The Xinaliq people have maintained their customs and traditions. Weddings and other ceremonies are held
in accordance with these customs, which have been handed down from generation to generation. The vil-
lage has rich traditions linked to tain, agriculture, the attitude towards domestic animals, weddings and
wakes and the observation of heavenly bodies. The customs and traditions which have become an integral
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gonislodilib. asfalt cokilib. Bununla yay faslinds siiiuculolin 1st asanlagsa <la qisda arazini 6rtan an ez
yarim metrlik gar ortuyu harakate mane olur. Ustslik toz-tez gar ugqunlari bas veril. Dazan yuxaridan gaya
parcalan da tokular. Odur ki. sentyabr - may aylari arasi bu sayahat zamani Quba - Xinaliq arasi galisan
xusnsi xaltursiklarle getmak maslshatdir. Ucurum, yiikssk day yollarina asfalt c¢okilsa da tahliika
sovusmadigindan bu kand surticulari har cur ekstremal vaziyyata daim hazir olurlar. Har seya ragman
Xinaliya sayahat boyuk bii zévqdur. Yol boyu dacjlai ve tabist insani mast edir, yuksaklik artdigca, nafas
kasilir.

Xinalig Kandi

YUNESCO tarafindan diinya shamiyyatli tarixi abidalar siyahisina daxil edilen gasabani aciq ssma altinda
muzeya banzadirlor ‘'Daglarda ada' adlanan bu kand rayon markazindan 65 km-lik masafadadir Day
atayindan baslayaraq yamaclarla yuxariya dogru dirmasan ¢cay dasindan tikilmis evlar goxmartabali binani
xatirladi. Rasut Rza 'Xinalig kandinin xatiralari* ogerkinds buradaki evlari Ust-usta yigilmis qartal
yuvaianna banzodib. Xinaliq qoruq elan edildiyi ucun burada yeni insaatlara icaze yoxdur.

Cografiyasi ve iglimi

Qafgaz daglarinin uca zirvesindes yerlasen Xinaliq amfiteatr xatirladir. Qizil Qaya. Sahdag. Tufandag ve
Xinalig daglarinin shatasindadir. Qudyalcayin sol sahilinda. Azarbaycanin simal - garbinds. 2300 metr
yiiksaklikda konusvari dagm Ustiinda salinib. Elo yiiksekda yerlasir ki. burada yasilliq yalniz otlar, tabii
bitkilardan ibaratdir. Bu yliksaklikda yalniz sirin dad ila segilan kalom va yerkokii yetisir. Daglarda soyuqlar
artiq payizin ortalarinda disur. Qis cox sort ve qarlidir. Qisda havanin hararati -30 darace saxtaya gadar enir.

Xinaliq evlari

Hal - hazirda 380 ev yasayir burada. Bir evin dami, ondan ytiksekda yerlasan digar evin meydancasidir.
Basga deyilsa, sizin daminiz kiminsa hayatidir Daglar dik oldugundan evlar cox six yerlasdirilib. Hayatlarda
balaca bostanlar var Evlarin hamisi gadimdir, onlann 200-300 il yasi var. Kendda daha gadim tikililar va
coxlu gadim xarabaliglar da var. Kand 6z arxitektur stilini itimaylb. Hatta, cay darasinden kands
yaxinlasarkan go6zal manzare acilir. Bu yiikseklikdaki dam ve hayatlardan strafa mohtesem manzare acilir.
Oziinii qus kimi hiss edirsan. Hamisi cay daslarindan tikilan evlerin daxili qurulusu da eynidir va igarida spe-
sifik goxu var . Evlere basdan < basa rangli. gilli-gi¢akli, naxish xalcalar dosanlb. Divarlarda ise al isi
tikmalar sarilib. Katan, ag parcalarin tizerinds muxtalif motivli naxislar rengli iplarls tikilir.

Tikma

Tikma an gadim xalq yaradiciliyi nimunalarindandir. Buna takaldiz deyirlar. Adstan parca Uzarindaki
tikmalar yaxud al ile diizmalar. yani tak al il naxislari dizmak kimi izah edils biler, tikma islori ilk bazakler
sayilir Rangli saplan ol ila parca tizarinds diizmak Qarbda va $arqds hamise mévcud olub. Azarbaycanda bu
sanatin muxtalif formalari mévcuddur. Azarbaycanda bu sanatin ilk nimunalarina hals sasani dovrlarindan
rast galinir. Evlerin ortasinda dayaq magsadli stitunlar yerlasdirilib. Mebel yoxdur, avezinda bol yorgan.

do$ak. yastiq, dosekca ve miitakkalar olur. Burada masadan da istifada etmirlar. Yerdan oturmagq gaydasi var
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part of the local population’s lifestyle coirespond to natural phenomena and are related to their interpreta-
tion. Since the residents of the village ate engaged mainly in sheep breeding, weaving is quite common
here. Shawls woven from woollen yarn in Xinaligq were famous throughout the Cuba region The surrounding
villages bought these cloths to make clothing. In the past, clothes made from woollen shawls were the
national costume for wealthy people in the villages. Multi-coloured woollen socks, which look like mini-car-
pets. are very common here, and it is impossible to imagine Xinaliq without them in winter. One of the main
activities of the local population is also the collection and preparation of medicinal plants. They are picked
and dried for further use in the kitchen and for sale to tourists.

Until the middle of the 20th century, a primitive communal system was common here Every tribe which
inhabited this area and had a separate administrative system had its own quarters, graveyards, mosques
and holy places The local villages are still divided into quarters which used to be inhabited by clans in the
past. Sometimes these quarters played the role of administrative units. Every quarter had its own elders
Some of them were even named after the clans which had settled here in the past.

Honey and goat meat

Since the road to the city was so long and difficult, residents of the village went there only once or twice a
year, and only in summer - to sell their products and buy food and other necessities - and then returned
home The honey season begins in Xinalig in August. The local honey has a unique taste and smell which
never satiates. Local residents use honey as a cure for 70 diseases. The season for goat meat begins in the
autumn, and this meat also has its own taste

Tourism in Xinaliq

There are no hotels or cafes in Xinalig. You can only stay overnight with local residents, who are extremely
hospitable. The difficult life high in the mountains has made their lives modest and economical. Ecotourists
can spend the night in tents

You can get to Mount Qizil Qaya (3.700 m) via a mountain road from the village, passing through Sah
Yaylagi. A trip from Sah Yaylagi to the Lezgin village of Laza on the bank of the Qusar River will take you
along a mountain path (only on foot or by horse). The road is 30 km. long. Xinalig residents can organize
horse trips for tourists to the Sah Nabat plateau where national wrestling and horse contests and bazaars
are held.

Tazak

Walls built with special bricks made of manure are a characteristic element of the local panorama Manure
is collected, mixed with straw, put into special moulds and tamped. The bricks ate dried under the sun and
used to build the walls. These bricks are Xinaliq's main fuel. It is believed to be of high quality and does not
involve any cost
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Xinalig maisati

Qadim adat* ananalarini qoruyub saxlayan xinaliglilar toylar ve digar marasimlarini da avval oldugu kimi
kegcirirlor Xtnaligltlarin yagisla, ekingilikla, bazi ov heyvanlarina minasibatle, toy ve yasla, sema
cisimlarinin musahidasi ilo baglt zengin anansleri var Onlarin hayat ve maisgatina daxil olan adst va
ananalar tabiat hadisalerina uygun qurulur, onlarin yozulmasi ils baghdir Tarixan toxuculug sanati gonis
yayilan Xinaligda yun ipdan toxunmus sal Quba gazasinda mashur idi ve onu straf kandlarda Ust paltar
tikmak ucun alirdilar. Yun saldan tikilan cuxa vaxtile kandlardaki varli adamlarin milli geyim formasi
olmusdur. Yundan toxuculug, ssasan rangli corablar toxunulur. Bu corablar mini xalgalara baznayirler. Qisi
bu corabsiz kegirmak geyri -mumkindir. Xmahqghlarin ssas masguliyyatleri derman bitkilsri va ollarin
yigiimasi ve qurudulmasidir. sonra onlardan ham matbaxda istifads edilir, hamginin galan qonaglara satilir

Xinalilda lotuiua »un c«gblm Bir ssnot asandir
Burada XX asrin ortasinadak gabila - icma qurulusu mévcud olub. Dord fargli idare sistemi olan tayfa
yasayib Her birinin 6z gabrstanligl. mahallasi, mascidi, piri olub Bels ki. har bir kand indi de mahallalara
bolinir Kegmisda har bir mahallads ayri-ayri nasillar yasayirdi Mshalle bazan inzibati vahid rolunu
oynayirdi. Har mahallanin 6ziinamaxsus agsaqqall, gabristanligi va piri var idi. Mahallalarin bazilari orada
vaxtila maskan salmis ulu nasillarin adlari ils adlanirdi.

Ihe woolen sxXs inXuwn|£.* wri<  art

Bal va govurma

Kand camaati yol uzaq va ¢atin oldugundan, ilde 1-2 dafs, o da yay feslinds sshars enir, biitiin alis - verigini
edir, azugasini toplayir va geri qayidir. Xinaligda avqustun son haftasindan etibaran bal mévstimi baslayir
Buranin balinin dadina-atrina soz ola bilmaz. Qati lazzati bogazi yandirsa da. yedikca yeyirsan, ziyani yox-
dur. bal 70 dardin dermanidir deyirlor. Payizin avvallarindan isa lazzati ile xususi olaraq secilan kegi ati
sezonu bagslayir. Xirda bas heyvandarli§in ¢cox genis yayillmasi va tebii sarait matbaxdes da 6ziinii gostarir.
Qi$a tedariik ucun goyun va keci atinden hazirlanan govurmalar bunun an boyiik gostaricisidir

Tozak

Vaxtile Azarbaycan kend maisatinde genis istifade edilirdi. indi keskin sokilde azalsa da. bazi yerlarda
avazedilmaz yanacaq rolunu oynamaga davam edir. Xinaligda bu. haman go6ze carpir. Kendin xarakterik
manzaralarindan biri, hayatlarin hamisinda formaca karpice oxsar, quru ve nam tazakdan hazirlanan divar-
larin olmasidir. Bu. xmaliglilarin istifads etdiklari asas yanacaq névidur. Heyvan nacisi bir araya toplanir,
icarisina saman gatilir, yogrulur. Sonra xtisusi galiblars salinarag tapdanir Nahayat, hazir galibdan ¢ixan-
lar tek - tak aciq yera goyularaq qurudulur. Formaca yuvarlaq va karpic seklinda olur. Tazak ele duzulir ki.
hasar rolunu oynayir, kiileskdan evlari gisman miihafiza edir. Uzun kegan soyuq qis aylarinda tak - tak
yandirihr. Maliyyati sifira barabar an keyfiyyatli yanacaq névii hesab edilir.

Xinaiighlar

Adat < snanani, milli geyim tarzini qoruyan yerlilar zahiri goriintslerina gore da segilirlor. Buranin son iqgli-
mi sakinlarin darisinds 6zuini aks etdirir. Soyuqdan catlayan darilari ¢ox sart, yanaglari da daim qirmizi
olur Xinalig camaati orta boylu, saglam badanli, saclar xurmayi, gozlar qonur ya da mavi rangda olur. Casur
va zirakdirlar. Qadim yunan alimi Strabon Cografiya" asarinde Qafgaz Albaniyasinda 26 Alban tayfasi
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Xinaliq people

Local residents who have maintained theii customs, traditions and clothes are also distinguished by their
appearance. The harsh climate leaves its mark on the faces of Xinaliq people - their skin is cracked by the
frost and has become stiff, and their cheeks are always red. Xinaliq people are short and sturdy, with chest-
nut-coloured hair and brown and blue eyes. They are courageous and enterprising. The ancient Greek sci-
entist Strabo recorded in his work "Geographica" that Caucasian Albania was inhabited by 26 tribes and
every tribe spoke its own language. The Xinaliq people are one of these Albanian tribes.

The Xinaliq language

The Xinaliq people speak a completely unique language which is not part of any language family. Nobody
else speaks or understands this language.

The first mention of the Xinaligq language was made in European sources - notes by R. Von Erckert. In his
book "“The Languages of Caucasian Origin“, which was published in Vienna in 1895. he touches on the gram-
mar and phraseology of the Xinaliq language

A special branch of the Soviet Linguistics Institute was set up in the village in the 20th century in order to
study the Xinaliq language. The linguists who worked here created a 72-letter alphabet for this language
based on Latin script.

The place name Xinalig

This name has been used since the 1950s-1960s. The Xinaliq people call their village "Ketsh". themselves -
«Kettid" and their language - “Ketsh mits|". The name of the village is understood to mean “the holy place
of Kats". Archaeologists maintain that the place name Xinaliq originates from the henna-coloured rocks
located here or from the name of a Hun tribe. Haircuts which used to be popular among the ancient Huns
and Turkic warriors are still in fashion here. In Azerbaijan, such haircuts cannot be seen anywhere else. Such
models are still common only in Siberia and Mongolia, and they can be seen mainly in historical films -
boys shave their head, leaving only a wisp of hair on the top. which they grow and splice into a plait. Boys
walk around with this plait until they become adolescent, and it is cut off compulsorily before they go to
serve in the army.

History

Although there are no accurate figures, ancient Greek historians have left quite a lot of information about
the Kat tribes who inhabited this area in the first century The main source of information confirming the
ancient history of the village of Xinalig. are the eight cemeteries, whose overall area is bigger than the vil-
lage itself. Most of the long, wide graves are three or four-layer burial sites. Inscriptions on the graves are
written in different alphabets In order to defend the village against nomadic tribes, fortifications and a cas-
tle were built in Xinaliq in the 10th century. The main tower of the castle housed a fire temple Elders say
that a priest who lived in this temple was called Pirocomard and that there was an eternal flame there. The
fire temple still stands on the site of this tower and is revered as a shrine.
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yasadigini va hamin tayfalarin harasinin or dilinds danigdigindan yazirdi. Xinaltghlar hamin 26 Alban tay-
fadan biridir. Xinalighlarin Qafgaz Albaniyasi xalglarindan olan va Qabalsnin Nic kandinds yasayan an
gadim turk gabilalarindan olan utilarle gohum tayfa olduglarini soylayirlar Buradan Qabalays kass day
yolu var. Kegan asrin ortalarina gadar kand sakinlari bu day yoluyla alis -veris ticiin Qabala gedartarmis.

Xinaliq dili

Xinalighlarin heg bir dil ailasina daxil olmayan, tamamila mustagil dili var. Yerlilarin 6zlarindan basga bu
dilde he¢ kim danismir va anlamir. Xinalg dili hagqinda ilkin malumata Avropa qaynaglarinda. R.fon
Erkertin yazilarinda rast galinir. O. 1895-ci ilde Vyanada alman dilinda nasr etdirdiyi Qafgaz koklu dillar’
kitabinda xinaliq dilinin grammatikasina ve frazeologiyasina toxunub XX asrde Xinaliq dilini arasdirmaq
ugun kendda SSRi Dilgilik institutunun xisusi filiali agilib. Xinaliq kendinds islayen dilgilar latin grafikasi
asasinda bu dilin 72 harfden ibarst alifbasini tertib ediblar

Xinalig toponimi

Xinalig adi 50-60 ci illarden sonra islanmaya baslayib. Xinaligtilar kandlarini ‘Kets". 6zlarini ‘Ketti
dilarini de *Ket$ mitsl' adlandirirlar. Kats “ketlarin miigaddas yurdu' kimi basa dt ‘Xinalig* séztint
arxeologlar, burada olan xinali gayalarin ve yaxud hun tayfalarinin adindan goéturilduytinii geyd edirlar.

Qadim hunlarda, tiirk déytis¢ilarinds populyar olan sa¢ diiziimlari burada hals da debdadir. Azarbaycanin
basga yerinda bels sac¢ sakli ils garsilasmaqg mimkiin deyil. Bu. Sibirda. Mongolustanda indiyadak galmis
va asasan tarixi filmlarda gordilylimiiz sac modelidir. Oglan usaqlarinin sagi har tarafdan qirxilir. Topanin
ortasindaki saci uzadir va onu hoértrlar. Yeniyetma yaslaradak horiik qalir, asgarliys gedince macburan
kasilir va ondan sonra uzaditmir. Kisilerin bu ciir sac modeliyla dolasmalari mentalitets ters disdiyiindan
bu masale tamamila gapanir

Tarixi

Xinaligin gadimliyini tesdiq eden an boyiik malumat manbayi kend srazisindan bir nege dafa boyiik sahani
ahata edan 8 gabiristanliqdir. Mazarlarin coxu 3-4 qgat bir-birinin tstiinds gazilib. Olduqca enli ve uzun
gabrlerin bas daslari gadim slifbalarla yazilib. Kogari tayfalardan gorunmaq (giin X asrde Xnaligda
miudafis istehkami, gala sistemi tikilib. Qalanin asas biirciinds atagparast mabadi olub. Kand agsaqqallari
bu mabadda oturan kahinin Piracomard baba adli sexs oldugunu soylayirlar. Onlar burada abadi masal
oldugunu iddia edirlar. Hamin biirciin oldugu yerda, miigaddas sayilan atasparast mabadi indiyadak durur
Nuh tufani ile bagh erazi hesab edilir. Cox yiiksekda ve Ustii hamar oldugundan gaminin burada Iévbar
saldigi iddialari var. Tufan zamani Nuh mahz bu dagin basinda gamisini saxlayaraq camaata artiq yera
enmayi amr edir.

Xinaliq afsanasi

Kets daginin ateyinda yerlesen kand giiclii zalzelaedan sonra tamamile dagilib, sag galanlar Dam - dam
daginin stayina yerlagarak xna akmaya baslayiblar. Ela o vdxtdan kand Xinaliq'adlanib. Qadim dévrlerden
bari, hayat terzinde cox da boyuk dayisikliklar bas vermayan xinaltgllar 6zlerini Nuh peygambarin
naslindan sayirlar. Onlarin fikrinca. Nuh peygambarin tufani dovriinde kandlari Kets daglarinda yerlasirdi.
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They say that this area Is linked to Noah. Legend has It that on seeing a high, level area. Noah cast his
anchor here and told everyone to get onto the land.

The legend of Xinaliq

The survivors of a strong earthquake which destroyed a village situated on the slopes of Mount Kast settled
on the slopes of Mount Dam-Dam and began cultivating henna. Since then, the village has been called
Xinaliq. The lifestyle of Xinaliq residents has undergone little change, and they regard themselves as grand-
children of Noah. They are convinced that at the time of the Flood, their village was situated on Mount Kast

Later, after a severe earthquake, not a single house was left intact and most of the population died, while
the survivors crossed the river, climbed a relatively low height and founded the present-day village of
Xinalig. Local residents think that after the Flood. Noah s sons - Shem and Ham - moved to other areas,
while Japhelh and his sons remained there and the people of the Caucasus originated from them. The shells
and fossilized fish remains which are common around the village, situated 2.300 metres above sea level,
prove that this area was covered with water in the past...

The Atasgah

In essence, this Is a "burning mountain” situated at 2.600 m above sea level and at a distance of 5 km from
Xinalig. This mountain area is rich in reserves of natural gas and local residents say that there are several
other such places in the surrounding area. Smooth pieces of rock and scattered pebbles enveloped in flames
create the impression of a fallen tower. Those who come here not to pray but to have a picnic cook kebabs
on these stones and then bask in the meadow under the sun. enjoying the mountains A horse trip from
Xinaliq to Atasgah takes 30 minutes, and on foot - two or three hours. Alegend about the Atasgah says that
a herder who wandered here with his flock on a cold day collected some firewood in order to make a bon-
fire But as soon as he started the fire, flames engulfed the whole area. The frightened herder kissed the
ground and began praying to God. Since then, the fire has never gone out. and this place has been regard-
ed as holy and become a temple. You realize here why Azerbaijan is called the Land of Fire-, both water and
land catch fire in all parts of the country. Atasgah is also a common name for all fire temples

What is this?

In Northern Azerbaijan, fire temples are scattered across a vast area Most of them are used for completely
different purposes-

Tufandag

This mountain, situated opposite the village of Xinaliq. is considered to be holy. As a rule, its peak is shroud-
ed in log and wind. Legend has it that there are the ruins of an ancient village destroyed by an earthquake
1.000 years ago on this mountain. The residents of that village founded the present-day Xinaliq According
to Xinalig residents. Pira-Mixix - a place holy to the then residents of the village - is located on this moun-
tain. (H. Masadiyev. "Azerbaijani Place Names of the Caucasus” Baku, the EIm publishing house. 1000. p
107)
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Sonradan zalzals zamani orada heg bir ev salamat galmayib va ahalinin gox hissasi talaf olub Sag qalanlar
isa. cay! kecarak kigik bir tapaya qalxaragq Xinatiqi yaradiblar. Yerlilor hesab edirlor ki. tufandan sonra
Nuhun ogullau « Sim ve Xam miixtalif yerlara koc etdilar va yalniz Yafes 6z ogullari ila hamin yerda qalib ki.
bundan da gafgaz xalqi téranib Haqgigatan 2300 metr ytiksaklikda yortasan kand arazisinda rast galinan
baligqulagi va daslasmis baliq simuklari burada bir vaxtlar bas vermis tufan ve dasqindan xabar verir

Atasgah

Xinaligdan 5 km masafeda. 2600 metr yiiksaklikda yerlasan Alasgah. aslinds yanar dagdir. Bu daglq erazi
tabii qaz ehtiyatlariyla zangindir. Yerlilarin dediyina gora, atrafda bunun kimi yanan bir necs dag daha var.
Yanan alovun Ustiine y1§ilmis hamar qaya parcalan ve ¢inqillar buraya yixilmis qala gorintisi verir Bu
dagslarin Ustinda pikniya galanlar artiq ibadat etmir, at bisirir, sonra da ¢amanlikds uzanib ytiksakliyin,
glinasin kefini yasayirlar Xinaligdan Atesgaha atla yarim saatda, piyada 2 « 3 saatda galmak olu
Atasgahin yaranmasi ila baglh afsana var Deyirlar ki. soyuq ginlarin birinde suriistinii otararaq buralara
galan ¢oban qizismagq ¢iin ocaq galamaq niyyatina diisiir alins kegani ortaya yi§gib yandirmagq isteyands
burani alov gotirir, gorxusundan diz tsta cokan coban Allaha dua etmaya baslayir O vaxtdan yanmaga
baslayan ates heg¢ vaxt sonmiir, bu yer de miigaddes hesab edilarek mabadas gevrilir Buraya galince bu
diyarin niys “odlar yurdu* adlandirildigini anlayirsan. Mamlakatin har yerinda suyu da. torpagi da yanir.

Atasgah nadir?

Zardust dini terafdarlarinin, atagparastlarin ibadatxanasi. ocaq ve mabadlarina verilan timumi addir. $imali
Azarbaycan arazisinds atesparast mabadlari genis araziys yayilib. Coxu avvalki magsadindan uzaq, basqa
missiyalara xidmat edir

Tufandag

Xinalig kendinin garsisinda yerlasir ve xinalighlar onu miigaddas dag hesab edirler Adatan bu dagin basi
hamisa dumanli va kilakli olur. Bir ravayata gora. hamin dagda gadim kandlarin xarabaliglari yerlasir va
taxminan 1000 il bundan avval zalzale naticasinde kend dagilib ve sahlisi da kogarak indiki yera galibler.
Yerli shalinin dediyina gérs Tufandagda Pira - Mixix adli 1 pir var ki. bu da onlarin piri olub.
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Gusar

The town of Gusar. called the ‘Northern Gateway* due to its geographic location, is the last major town in
northern Azerbaijan. Going up the path behind a board announcing 'Gusar" at the entrance to the town, you
can reach the village of Cachaguch and have a cup of flavoured tea in woods situated high up. Incidentally,
this Is the only point to provide a beautiful view of the whole town

The gorge below Qachaguch hosts a place called Carabulaq This wide gorge has long been a favourite hol-
iday destination for local residents and visitors. This is why almost all of Gusar s hotels are located in

Qarabulag.

Gusar District has many places of outstanding beauty. It has peaks constantly covered in snow and glaciers,
plateaus which are cool even on the hottest days and blossoming plains. Twenty per cent of the territory is
forest-covered.

Myth

They say that Shah Nader of Iran (1688- 1747). who seized the territory of present-day Gusar District, set up
a camp at the foothills of Mount Sahdag and was so captivated by the beauty of this place that he named
the upper reaches of the Gusar River after his wife Sahnabat. Since then, this place has been called
Sahnabat and is now on the tourist routes of Gusar District.

According to another myth about Mount Sahdag. it was named after Shah Abbas, who once set up camp on
the slopes of this mountain. The flat area where the shah's tent was set up is called Sah Duzu (the shah’s
plain). According to this myth, the Sahnabat River, which originates in the snow on the heights of Mount
Sahdag. was named after Shah Abbas's wife.

Note

The town of Gusar is situated on the slopes of the Great Caucasus Mountains at a height of 715 metres above
sea level in the north-eastern part of the country, near the Dagestani border The highest mountains in
Azerbaijan - Bazarduzu (4.466 metres) and Sahdag (2.242 metres) are situated in Gusar District The Samur-
Davachi canal and the Gusar and Samur Rivers also flow here The Baku-Derbent-Makhachkala-Moscow
highway passes through this district The distance between the town of Gusar and Baku is 180 kilometres

The place name Gusar

The word "Gusar* is believed to have originated from the name of a tribe or the name of its chief Some peo-
ple claim that it originates from the name of the Hissar tribe which used to populate this region. They say
that this tribe was important in the ethnogenosis of the local population before it gradually disappeared
from the historical scene.

The word “Gusar" is also interpreted as a “small detachment of horsemen™ In the Hungarian language, this
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Qusar

Cografi movgeyina gora ‘Simal qapisi* adlandirlan Qusar Azarbaycanin simaldaki son yasayis
mantagasidir. Buraya gedarkan Qusar yazilmis I6vhanin arxasindaki cigirla harakat edarak ‘Qagaqug*
deyilan yera gixmag, yiiksaklikdaki mesada rayon manzarasinin fonunda cay igmak olar. Yeri galmiskan
bura. Qusar panoramasinin goriinduyl tak noqgtadir.

Qacqucun altindaki deara ‘Qarabulaq” srazisidir. Bu genis dara hals sovet vaxtindan yerlilarin ve buraya
qonaq galenlarin istirahat Ggiin ragbat etdiyi mashur zonadir. Buna gore de Qusardaki istirahat
markazlarinin demak olar hamisi Qarabulaqda yerlasir. Daglar ve diizanliklar diyari Qusarda o gadar gozal
yerlar var ki... bu kurort zonasinda basi daimi qar ve buzlaglarla ortili uca zirveler, serin yaylaglar,
duzanliklar bir- birini avaz edir. 20% mesalarls ortiilii olan arazinin boytik hissasi turizm zonasidir.

Ravayat

Bela deyirlar ki. qosunuyla birlikde hazirki Qusar arazisine hiicum edan iran hokmdari Nadir sah (1688 «
1747). $ahdagin atayinds maskan salir. Buralara els heyran olur ki. Qusar cayinin baslangic hissasina 6z
arvadi Sahnabatin adini verir.

Ele o vaxtdan bu yeri bele ¢agirirlar. "Sahnabat" yaylag! bu giin Qusar iizre gergaklasdirilon daxili tursit
marsrutlarindan birini taskil edir. Sahdag hagqqinda basqa bir ravaystda deyilir ki. bura galen Sah Abbas
dagin ateyinds ¢adir qurdugu Ugiin dag onun serafine $Sahdag adlanir. Hokmdarin cadirinin quruldugu diz
arazi isa indiyadak Sah diizti adlanir. Hamin ravayate géra manbayini Sahdagdan gétiran Sahnabat ¢ay! isa
guya Sah Abbasin arvadi $ahnabatin sarafine onun adi ils adlandirilib.

Arayis

Boylik Qafgaz daglarinin ataklarinds, daniz saviyyasinden 715 metr yiiksaklikda. Dagistanla serhadda
yerlagir. Azarbaycanin an yiiksak zirvelari olan Bazardiizii (4466 metr). Sahdag (4242 metr), elace de Samur
« Davagi kanali. Qusarcay. Samur cay! Qusar arazisindadir Baki - Qusar arasi masafe 180 kmdir Baki -
Darband « Mahacqala - Moskva sosse yolu buradan kegir. Xudat demiryolundan 35 km. Xagmaz damiryol-
undan 40 km aralidadir.

Qusar toponimi

Qusar sozuinlin tayfa va ya tayfa basgisi adindan oldugu ehtimal edilir. Hisar gabilasinin adindan yaranmasi
hagqinda da iddialar var. S6hbast vaxtile burada yasamis va yerli ahalinin etnogenezinda rol oynamis,
zaman icarisinda tadrican yox olmus hisar tayfasindan gedir.

Toponim macar dilinds 'kicik stivari atl dastasi’ manasini veran qusar s6ziindan goturilib. Sshar kegmisda
bu arazida yerlasan Qusar siivari polkunun adini dasiyir indiki Qusarin ilk biindvrasi 1810 -cu ilds goyulub.
1816 - 1870 «ci ilde Qusarda burada yaradilan Sirvan piyada diviziyasi nazdinde zabitlar hazirlayan harbi
maktab faaliyyat gostarib.

«rmbncwa taba Yan»Ne J¥mT LU vrj
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word moans -a type of cavalry’, and It is believed that the town was named after a Gusar regiment which
was once stationed here The present-day town of Gusar was founded in 1810 From 1816-1870 there was a
school in Gusar which trained officers of the Sirvan infantry division. Initially, the town was called Qeysari
- there is a legend that this was the name of a tribe which populated this area and then moved to another
region. Some villages still preserve this name, though it changed into its current form later

According to another legend, the hills around the town of Gusar contain four graves, and the name of the
town comes from the Lezgin words ‘qud" - four and 'srar’ - grave, i.e. "four graves

Before Christ, the Lezgins were followers of the Cutsar religion, thus it may be that the name of the town
originated with the faith

Another version is that the name's origins are from the word “kas" (man) or ‘sar’ (men) which, combined,
imply courage, bravery, stamina and other qualities typical of the Lezgin people.

Neighbouring tribes named the first town established here -Ksarhur" - "a settlement of men'. In the course
of time. "hur". which means 'village*, was dropped, while the remaining part of the word 'Ksar" evolved later
into Gusar.

The most popular form of address among Lezgins is “can_." This is how every sentence begins and ends in
Gusar. women use it more often, and this makes their speech more attractive and sincere: ‘Can. welcome,
can'. "Can, what can | do for you. can”. “Can, be our guest, can"_

Lezgins comprise 95 per cent of the district and occupy a special place among the other people living in
Azerbaijan. Their habitat is the northern and north-western part of the country. Some authors interpret the
word ‘Lezgin' as ‘inhabitants of the mountains'. Their forefathers are Legs, one of the main peoples of
Caucasian Albania. Historical research showed that the main ethnic habitat of the Legs was on the left bank
of the Samur River, which is now in Dagestan. Over the centuries, some Lezgin tribes gradually moved to the
foothills in the south Strabo recorded that the Qargar language and the dialect of the Legs who lived in the
north contributed to the formation of the main Albanian language The current Lezgin language belongs to
the Sahdag group of languages The Lezgins comprise 2.2 per cent of Azerbaijan's population and are
Muslims

The Lezgin feast

There is a widespread expression - Lezgin feast' This is when a guest who has eaten his fill hurries uncer-
emoniously to leave the house which has offered him hospitality, inmediately after the meal. Even Lezgins
themselves laugh at this not exactly polite, but extremely openhearted behaviour of the mountain people,
saying “can. you're very welcome, can”
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Qusarin ilk adi Qeysari olub. Deyilenlare gore, gadimda burada geysar tayfalari yasayib. Bunlar sonradan
koctib getsa da bu adi buralarda yasayan bazi kandlar gabul edib. S6z da tadricen avvalki formasini itirarak
Qusar saklini alib. Ravayat edirlar ki. Qusar sahari atrafindaki yukaskliklarda u gabir var. Qusar adi da lazgi
dilindaki ‘qud* u ve 'srar’ gabir sozlerinin birlessmasindan amals galib. “ dérd gabir'’ manasini ifads edir.
Lazgiler. | minillikds qutsar dinina etigad ediblar Qusar s6ziinin hamin xtsusi din adindan yarandigini
ehtimali mumkindur. S6z lazgi xalgina xas olan casarat, qorxmazlig, mardlik ve sair kimi xususiyyatlari
o6zuna birlasdiran "kas’ (kisi), "ksar' (kisilar) kalmasindan yaranib. Qonsu tayfalar bu yerlarde meydana
galan ilk yasayis mantagasina Ksarxur (kisilar kandi) adim verib, zaman kec¢dikca da “kand” manasini veran
xur hissasi talafflizdan ¢ixib, yavas - yavas dildan dusiib. Axira Ksar galib ki. zaman i¢arisinda Qusar for-
masini alib.

“Can.."

©n populyar muracist formasidir. Qusarda har ciimle bu s6zls baslayir va bitir. Xtisusila da lazgi xanimlarin
dilinden dismayan bu kalima onlarin danisigina basga bir ssmimiyyat va sirinlik verir: *can. xos
galmisan.can”. 'can. na istayirsan.can”. 'can. hara gedirsan.can?". *can. galin qonagimiz olun.can"

Lazgiler

Bazi musalliflar lazgi etnonimini "dag ahli" kimi manalandirir. Rayon ahalisinin 95% lazgilardan ibaratdir
Azarbaycanda yasayan azsayli xalglar arasinda énamli yer tutan lazgilar asasan 6lkanin simalinda ve simal
« garb hissasinda toplasiblar. Qafgaz Albaniyasinin asas xalglarindan biri olan legler lazgilsrin asillari
sayilir. Strabonun yazdigi kimi 26 Alban dialektinda an asasi mahz gar-qar va simalda leglarin lahcasi asas
alban dilinin formalagsmasinda boyiik rolu olub. $Sahdag dil grupuna aiddirler. Azerbaycan shalisinin toplam
2.2%-ni taskil edan lazgilar islam dinina sitayis edirlar.

Lazgi qonaghg!

Xalq arasinda genis yayilmis bels bir deyim var. 8gar kiminsa evina gedir, yemak yeyir ve yemak bitan kimi
talasik cixib getmali olursunuzsa, buna 'lazgi qonaqligi” deyirlar. Lazgilar 6zleri da bu masale gulir, “can
bala, nus olsun” deyirlar.

Tirk kandlari

dhalisinin boylk aksariyyatinin lazgilar oldugu Qusarda sirf tiirklarin yasadigi dord kand var: Badisqala (13
km). Guinduizgala (15 km). Badirqala (8 km). Hasangala (10 km). Bu kandlarle bagli maraqli bir ravayat var.
Deyilanlara gora. XVI - XVII asrlarde Osmanli imperiyasinin. Qaradaniz sahillarindan. Trabzon saharindan
buraya koc etmis z gardas olub: Badis. Gundiiz. Hasan va Badir, Onlar burani 6zlarina maskan secib va
yerlasiblar. Oldiikdan sonra dogmalari babalarinin adini bu kandlara veribler. Rayonda gonaglarin diggatini
¢akacak maraqli yerlar yoxdur Turist marsrutlari ile bagh malumat almagq ti¢iin "Dostluq park:’ ndaki tur-
izm bazasina getmak maslshatdir. Butiin tarixi abidalerin va gazilib - gérilmasi garaken yerlarin hamisi
kandlarda yerlesir Amma markazds kohna bir Gnvan diggati ¢akir. Bu. dahi rus yazigisi va sairi
Lermontovun vaxtila yasadi§i evdir. indi muzey kimi faaliyyat gostarir.
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Turkic villages

In Gusar District, there are also villages with a purely Turkic-speaking Azerbaijani population. These villages
are Badisqala. Gunduzgala. Babirqala and Hasangala.

There is quite an interesting myth about these villages. They say that in the time of the Ottoman Empire,
in the 16th and 17th centuries, four brothers - Badis. Gunduz. Hasan and Badir » moved to this area from the
city of Trabzon on the Black Sea coast. Later, their descendants named these villages after their forefathers.

Lermontov about Gusar

Lermontov, who was exiled to the Caucasus by the tsarist government, also visited Gusar. Here he wrote his
works "The Caucasus Prisoner” and "Ashug Qarib: The Turkic Tale”. Being a friend of the great Azerbaijani
writer and thinker Mirza Fatali Axundov, the poet stressed in a letter to his friend Rayevskiy that he had
started learning the Tatar (Azerbaijani) language, which was as important and widespread in Asia as French
was in Europe. There is a house museum of the Russian poet in Gusar.

Tourism

The mam sights of Gusar are scattered around the villages. Information about tourist routes is available at
Friendship Park The town itself also has a tourist attraction - an old house where Mikhail Yuryevich
Lermontov (1814-1841) once stayed. It is now the poet’s house museum.

Gusar District has four of the nine climatic zones existing in the republic. Favourable natural conditions cre-
ate great opportunities for establishing resorts, recreation zones and tourist complexes in the district. Gusar
is one of the main holiday destinations in Azerbaijan. This region of outstanding beauty, with its rich flora
and fauna, has everything required for ecotourism - the routes can be divided into the following three direc-
tions

Gusar-Qazanbulaq

This route goes through the Alistan Baba beech forest, which covers an area of seven square kilometres.
There are also many interesting things in villages situated along the route. You can buy local handicrafts
here, including the famous Sumax carpets

Gusar-Sudur

The route goes along the Samur River which divides Azerbaijan and Russia. In villages situated along this
route, you can buy handicrafts, familiarize yourself with the traditions of the local population, the lifestyle
and folklore of the Lezgin people and watch a performance by pahlavans (strong men)
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M.Y.lermontov (1814- 1841)

Harbci olsa da monarxiya sleyhina ¢ixislarina va azad duslincalerine gora ittiham edilib. 1837-ci ilda
Puskinin duelds oldurtlmasindan bark tasirlanarak yazdigi 'Sairin 6lumu* serinds bu cinayata gore Car
hékimatini giinahlandirib. Bu gixisdan sonra habs edilan genc sair Qafqaza siirgiin edilib Qusarda oldugu
1825 « 26 -ci illards 'Qafqaz asiri'. ‘Asiq Qerib: Tirk nagili* (1828) asarlarini yazib. M.F.Axundovla dostluq
eden sair, fransiz dili Avropada vacib oldugu gader Asiyada genis islonan tatar (Azarbaycan) dilini
oyranmaya basladigini dostu Rayevskiys yazdi§i maktubda vurgulayib.

Qeyd

1552 «ci ilde Kazan xanh@ini (Tataristan). 1556 - ci ilde Hasterxan xanhgini. 1783 « cu ilde Krim xanhgini
isgal edan Rusiya XIX asrin ilk yarisinda Simali Azarbaycan xanliglarini da oz torpaglarina gatir. Bu zaman
adlari gakilan cografiyalarda yasayan shalinin eyni dinden olmasi ve eyni dilde danismasina gora bunlarin
hamisini tatar adlandinirlar. Els o dénamdan Rusiya imperiyasi serhadlari daxilinds yasayan tiirklara
umumi sakilds tatar demays baslayirlar ve bu tarixi senadlerds da bels yazilir. 1920 «ci ilo gadar Azarbay-
can tirklarine de miisalman « tatar deyilib. Sosialist ingilabinin lideri V.l.Leninin bitin eserlarinda ve
maktublarinda ‘Azerbaycan tatarlar” ifadesi islenib.

Turizm

Respublikadaki 9 iglim tipinin A- na rayon arazisinda rast galinir, alverisli iglim saraiti burada kurortlar, isti-
rahat zonalari va turist komplekslarinin taskilina genis imkanlar verir. $ahdagin anasi deyilan rayon
Azarbaycanin asas istirahat gusalarinden biridir. Zangin flora ve faunasi olan Qusarda ekoturzim tgiin har
sorait var. Ekoloji marsrutlar 3 istigamatda bélmak olar:

1. Qusar - Qazanbulag marsrutu

Bu istigamatda sahasi 7 km olan slistan baba fistiq megasi var. Marsrut boyunca yerlesen kendlsrds gadim
al sanatlarindan parca tzarinda tikma, agac Gizarinds oyma islarini ve mashur ‘Sumax’ xalgalarini alds
etmak olar.

2. Qusar - Sudur marsrutu! 102 km)

Samur cay! boyunca uzanan bu marsrut boyunca kandlerds xalq sanati nimunalarini alde etmak, yerli
ahalinin milli adat-ananalarini, sim pahlavanlarinin ¢ixisini izleamak, al sanati nimunalarini alda etmak,
lazgi maisati ve folkloruyla yaxindan tanis olmaq olar. Samur ¢ayi Rusiya ilo Azarbaycan arasinda ssrhad
rolunu oynayir, arazids bazi kandlari gérmaya dayaer

Sudur kandi

Marsrutun son dayanacag!, elace da Qusartn an son kendidir Daniz saviyyasinden 1800 m. hinddrlikda.
Sah dagin atayinda yerlasan Sudur fusunkar tebists sahibdir. Dag-turizm istirahat ve saglamliq zonasinin
yaradilmasi ticun yaxs! potensial var
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The village of Sudur

This is the last stop along the route and the last village in Gusar District. It is located on the slopes of Mount
Sahdag at a height of 1.800 metres. The beauty of this place is fascinating. It is a perfect place to establish
amountain-tourist recreation and health centre

The village of Hil

This Is situated 17 km from the town of Gusar and was the district centre until the 1960s The famous local
19th century mosque has been included on the list of historical monuments of national importance. The
local soil is rich in clay. This is where the name of the village comes from < Hil or Gil. which means clay.

The village of Xazra

In the 15th century. Sirvan. in the north-eastern region, was a peaceful and quiet place which Sheikh
Cuneyd and his son Heydar. of the Safavid dynasty, coveted. Planning to seize Sirvan. Sheikh Cuneyd
crossed the Kura River under the false pretext of a "jihad against Circassian infidels' and invaded the state.
He was opposed by the troops of Sirvansah Xalilulla | In a battle near the village of Qipcag on the left bank
of the Samur River in 1460. the Qizilbas army was defeated and Sheikh Cuneyd himself was killed. The
murids (court) of the sheikh took his body to the right bank of the river and buried him in the village of
Gulxan -this is the village of Xazra In Gusar District. This village, situated S3 km from the district centre, is
one of the most important points on the Gusar-Sudur tourist route. The name of the village is interpreted in
different ways. It most probably originates from the word ’hazrat” (sir. respectable, saint). The population
was moved here from Iran and settled near the grave of Sheikh Cuneyd under Shah Abbas | (1557-1628).

The Sheikh Cuneyd sepulchre

The sepulchre, built on the grave of Sheikh Cuneyd. is regarded as one of the most important historical-
architectural monuments, not only in Gusar District, but also in the whole of Azerbaijan. It is also called the
Sixcannat Mosque. Cuneyd's grandson - the great Safavid Shah Ismayil Xatai - moved his grandfather's
remains to Ardabil. while the sepulchre was built on the order of another Safavid ruler - Shah Tahmasib I.
The date - 1544 -still remains on the facade

The Lezginka dance

This is the most popular ethnic dance, performed to the accompaniment of the accordion and nagara drum
This is the common name for all the dances of Caucasian peoples Only the Lezginka is danced here.
Lezginka is a very energetic dance whose main peculiarity and difficulty is that you should dance it. not
even on tiptoes, but standing on the tips of your toes. Although some say that this dance is dedicated to a
Lezgin girl, most people do not agree with this. Lezgins also call this dance Lezgi hangi" Folklore experts
point out that this is a smooth dance which gives people food for thought, and dancers reveal their story
with their gestures and motions Every dance has its own story - bravery, herders’ games and love. It is a
special pleasure to watch women who seem to be gliding as gracefully as swans while dancing Lezginka.
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Hil kandi (17 Km)

1960-ci illara gadar rayon markazi olub. Kandin XIX asrdan galma mashur mascidi olka shamiyyatli tarixi
abidalar siyahismdadir. Toponim “gil“ kalimasi ila baglidir. Burada torpagin tarkibinda bol migdarda gil var.

Hazra kandi (53 km)

Adinin manasi muxtalif ciir izah edilir. “Hazrat' séziinlin dayisilmis formasidir. Kand ahalisini | Sah Abbas
(1SS7 m1628) irandan Quba vilaystina kogiirib ve Seyx Ciineydin gabri atrafinda yerlasdirib.XV asrda
Sirvanda, onun simal « sarq vilayatlerinda dinclik vardi. Bu dinclik Safavi siilalasine mansub $eyx Ciineyd
ve onun oglu Heydar terafindan pozuldu. Sirvani istila etmak niyyatina diusan Seyx Cuneyd ‘dinsiz
carkazlera gargl cihad' suar altinda Kiir ¢cayini kegarak Sirvana daxil olur Sirvansah Xalilullah onun
qarsisini kasir va 1660-ct ilde Samur cayinin sol sahilinds Qipcaq kandinda bas veran doyusds qizilbas
qosunlari maglub olur. $eyx Ciineyd dodytisde halak olur. Seyxin miridleri onun cenazasini Samur ¢ayinin
sag sahilina gatirarak Giilxan kandinda dafn edirler. S6hbat Qusann Hazra kendindan gedir.

Seyx Cuneyd tirbasi (XVI asr)

Sah ismayil Xatainin babasi Seyx Clineydin sarafina ucaldilmis tiirbe Qusarin an miihim tarixi - memarliq
abidalarindan sayilir. Buna $ixcannat mascidi da deyirlar. 1460-ci ilda Sirvansah | Xalilullahin gosunlari ila
vurusmada halak olmus ve burada dafn edilmis ardabil seyxi Ciineydin gsbri Gzerindadir. $eyx Clineydin
canazasinin qaliglari navasi. Safevi hékmdari Sah ismayil tarafindsn srdabile kégiriildiikden sonra. 1
Tshmasibin géstarisi ils tikdirilib. Abidenin fasadindaki kitabads iSAA-cii ilds insa edildiyi gostarilir.

Hazra kendi pahlevanlariyla mashurdur. Burada Azarbaycan folklorunun an populyar niimunalsrindan olan
‘Sim pahlavani' tamasalarini yasadirlar. Bu milli bayramlarin vazkecilmaz oyunudur. Bazan kandda
pshlavanlara masq edarkan rastlamaq mimkindir. Qusarda “"Lazginka" regs folklor ansambli fealiyyat
gostarir.

lazginka ragsi

Qafgaz xalglarinin ragslarina verilon itmumi addir. Tiirkiyads buna ‘Seyx $amil oyunu' deyirlar. Qarmon ve
nagara ila ifa olunan an populyar etnik ragsdir. Bu taraflarda har yerds har kasin bir gayda olaraq yalniz
lazginka oynayir. Yiksak temperamentli ragsdir. Texnikas! ¢atindir. Lazginkanin asas xususiyyati bas
barmagin tstiinds oynanmasidir. Bir lazgi qizinin sarafina qosulmus rags kimi izah edilsa de. aksariyyat bu
fikri gabul etmir. Lazginkaya lazgiler ‘lazgi hangi* ds deyirlar. Folklorstinaslar bunun hazin disundtriict
rags oldugunu, sehnads raqqaslarin harakat ve mimikalariyla tarix danisdigini va har ragsin 6z hekaysti
oldugunu deyirlar. Oyranirik ki. cigit. goban oyunlari v mshsbbat mazmunlu ragslar var Lazginka oyna-
yarkan. ortada (sshnada) durna kimi stiziilon xanimlara tamasa etmak basqa zévqdir. Ragslari izloyarkan
insanin gani gaynamaga baslayir. Bicaqglarla olan sahnalar ve gilincoynatma ile bagl els tryuklar var ki.
onlari dyranincayadak ifacilar dafalarle zadalanir, yaralanirlar. Xorla ‘'ups - a' ve "as" nidalari ¢ixinca
yerinda durmag miimkiin deyil. Bazan solo oyanayan oglanlar 6zlarini yera els atirlar ki. takrar ayaga qgax-
acaqlarina stibha edirsan. Amma onlar yenidan galxir ve eyni ceviklik va havasle ragqse davam edirlar. Bunu
izlamaya dayar
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Scenes of brave men with knives and daggers contain stunts which are learned at the cost of numerous
injuries. Even if you are just watching the dance, your blood begins to boil After loud exclamations such as
-upsa"” or "assa” you can no longer hold back Young dancers who perform solo sometimes jump and land
on their knees with such force that you doubt their ability to stand up again. However, not only do they
stand up. they also continue to dance with greater inspiration and tempo.

The village of Yuxari Tahircal

The road to this village of outstanding natural beauty is a very difficult one. The population here is engaged
in bee-keeping, while a beehive is the village emblem. It is surrounded by forests in which fruit trees grow.
There are guile a few wild apple trees here. Higher up the mountain there is an ancient settlement by the
Tahircal River. After an earthquake in 1954. the population moved to the lower left bank, downriver. The
opening of the Samur-Davaci canal provided employment for the population and resulted in an exodus from
that location. In summer, the village is visited by more people.

There used to be three mosques and several shrines here, but they were destroyed under communist rule
The village has many large burial sites They say that local residents sometimes find treasure here.

The largest historical monument in the village is acemetery on three-levels. The size of the cemetery is just
amazing. You get the impression that large battles took place here in the past, claiming thousands of lives.
It is also amazing that every grave has a tombstone of astonishing shape. They say that relics found in the
burial sites belong to the Bronze Age.

Gusar-laza-Suvar

it is better to use an off-roader to travel along this stony road. The first stop is the village of Aniq.
Aniq

This village is situated in the mountains. People have lived here from ancient times. The village is on the
crest of a hill which is protected by natural barriers. The village of Aniq is 27 km southwest of the district
centre, on the right bank of the Gusareay River and near the Gusar-Zindanmuruq road The valley of
Gusarcay (the valley of Anig). which contains nine villages, was also named after this village. As defence
against Arab attacks a castle was built in this village of strategic importance on the slopes of Mount Sahdag
The remains of the castle walls are still intact The History of Abu Muslim*” chronicle, which was written in
Arabic, mentions several villages which existed in Azerbaijan in the 10th century, including in the village of
Anig. Aniq Castle has existed since the 9th century. Its walls were 9.3 metres high and two metres wide.
Local residents still believe that the castle was destroyed during a war between Christians and Muslims,
Detachments of Christian Georgians who served in the troops of Argun Khan, ruler of the Hulaku state, were
actively involved in fighting against the Golden Horde in 1288 to defend Aniq Castle Legend has it that the
village was named after a local ruler Aniq Aga According to another version, the place name Aniq is linked
to the name of the Hun tribe. Initially, it sounded like "unug” and then turned into “Anig*
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Yuxari Tahircal kandi (96 km)

Mikemmal tebisti, ¢atin yollari olan dag kendidir, ahalisi angthgla masgul olur. Kendin emblemi ari
patayidir. Kandi ahate edan mesaler meyva agaclari, xiisusila da cir alma agaclari ila mashurdur. Tahircal
cayinin ust. yuxari daghq hissesi gadim kend srazisidir. 1964-cu ilds burdaki zalzslaedan sonra gézii gqorxan
kand camaati nisbaten asagi hissada yerlasan cayin sol sahilina taraf kogmaya baslayib. Samur « Davaci
kanali agildigdan sonra yaranan yeni is yerlerinde ¢alismaga gedan kend camaati tadricen buradan uza-
glasib. asasan yay aylarinda kanda axin ¢oxalir. Vaxtils kendda 3 mascid ve bir nega pir olub. Ateist kom-
munist rejimi illerinde bunlar baximsizligdan sokiiliib gedib. Kendin icinde addimbasi har yerda gabrlar v
onlarin igindaki muxtalif insan stimtklari ils garsilasmaqgq mumkindir Cox boyiik élcllari ve formalar ile
secilan gabrlarin icinda kand sakinlari giymatli metal asyalar ¢ixdigini deyirler. Kenddaki an giymatli tarixi
abids 3 yaruslu nahang gabrstanliqdir. arazisi boyukliyiine gore heyratlondirir. Sanki na vaxtsa burada
boyiik doyusler bas tutub ve minlarle insan halak olub. Qaribadir ki. hamisina basdasi qoyulub. Buradaki
bas dagslari da garibas forgli formalariyla diggat ¢akir. Qahrlerdan cixan bazi asyalarin tunc dévrins aid
oldugunu iddia etsaler da. arazida indiyadak elmi arasdirma apariimayib.

3. Qusar - Laza - Suvar marsrutu (42 km)

Boytik hissasi ¢ingilli ve dasli yolu yalniz yiiksak kecidli avtomobills getmak miumkundtr. Bu marsrut tizra
harakat edarkan ilk dayanacaq sanig kandi ola bilar.

onig kandi (27 km)

Cenub -garbda. Qusar - Zindanmurug yolunun kenarinda Qusar (Sahnabat) cayinin sag sahilindadir. 9 kendi
ahata edan Qusarcay vadisi buranin sarafina ‘anig darasi' adlanir. Qusarcayin sag sahilinda salinmis gadim
yasayIs yeri nahang, alverisli tabii manealare malik, hiindiir tapenin tzerinda yerlasir. Cozal manzarasi var.

onig qgalasi (IX asr)

Sahdagin atayinda yerlasan strateji shamiyyatli bu kandda, arab yiriislarindan gqorunmaq Uciin orta
asrlarda bir gala tikilib. Qala divarlari kendin i¢inda bu giina gadar galib. IX asrden mévcud olan anig Qalasi
divarlarininin hindurlayt 9.3. eni 2 metrdir. Bu galanin xristian - miisslman muharibasinds dagidiimasi
haqqinda ravayat kand sakinlari arasinda bu giina gadar dolasir. 1288-ci ilda Hilakllar dovlstinin h6kmdari
Arqun xanin qosunlarindaki xristian - girct destaleri Qizil Orda qosunlarini daf edarken anigdaki
doyuslarda xtisusi faalligla istirak ediblar. Yerlilarin ravayatina gors, kand adini vaxtils burada yasamis Anig
aganin adindan alib. Digar farziyyaya gora isa. anig hun tayfalarinin adi ils bagl toponimdir.

Mabhalin Taci (XIX asr)

Kandin markazinds yerlasan masciddir Hindistandaki Tac Mahala banzadiyina gore bela adlanir anigds
gostarisli. deabdabali evler tikmak adati coxdan var. Deyilanlars gors, bu mascidi tikdiran adam Hindistana
sayahat zamani Tac Mahali goriib va els bayanib ki. 6z kandinda buna banzar mascid tikdirmaya garar verib
Ciy karpicdan tikilan mascidin aslinde 300-a yaxin yasi oldugunu soylayirler. Mascidin divarlarindaki
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Gusar-style Taj Mahal

The Mahalin Taci mosque, in the centre of the village, is so named because of its similarity to the Taj Mahal
in India. In Anig. it has been customary since ancient times to build grandiose and eye-catching buildings
They say that the construction of this mosque was ordered by a man who visited India, saw the Taj Mahal
and decided to build a replica at home Although they say that the mosque, which was built from raw brick,
is 300 years old. a plaque on the wall says that it was built in the 19th century. Inscriptions on the wall of
the mosque attract attention. Although they have not been restored, they retain their bright colour. They
were created with natural vegetable paints.

The Dervish Baba shrine

The village of Aniq has a cemetery which belongs to the 1st century AD. The Deivish Baba pir (shrine) is sit-
uated here Hewas a deeply religious and virtuous man. which is why local residents still respect his mem-
ory and visit his grave. The dome of the shrine is so low that you have to bow down when you enter it «in
this way. you show your respect for Dervish Baba, who was buried here.

The village of Laza

In Lezgin, this village is called Latsar. Situated in a valley among the mountains, it consists of two parts. The
second part is on the other slopes of the mountain -on the bank of the Damircay River in Qabala District

They say that residents of Laza moved to this area from there and gave the new village the same name The
village is in the foothills of the Great Caucasus Ridge, on the slopes of Mount Sahdag and the Sah Yaylagi
Peak and on caravan routes passing through the Main Caucasus. Local residents call this place, situated at
a height of 1,800 metres above sea level. “Kurva Pass". The most famous historical monument in the village
of Laza is the 300-year-old mosque in the centre of the village.

Laza is one of the most visited villages in Azerbaijan. There are many tourists in the village, both in winter
and summer. Foreigners love to visit here most of all. The tourists stay in local residents’ homes - rooms spe-
cially built in the courtyards have every convenience.

The Haci Seyid Baba shrine

This is the most notable place in the village There is a pointed rock that looks artificial here The ground
around the rock is covered with small white stones and shells. People who visit the shrine make a wish, after
which they have to take off their shoes and go round the rock barefoot three times over the stones and
shells, thinking only about the wish they have made Then they have to repeat their wish and drink from a
nearby spring After that, it is necessary to donate some money to the shrine. The local population still vis-
its tire burial site inside the rock, which they think is holy. Usually, those whose wishes come true after they
visit this place return here in order to sacrifice an animal and give it to the poor. The refusal of such a gift is
regarded as disrespect, while tasting it is a good sign Such a pilgrimage resembles a picnic, while the ritu-
als are very interesting There are also other notable sites within | S-ZO km of Laza One of them is the Tsar s
Cave - a deep cave in the rocky wall of Mount Sahdag «and the old budge Qanci-Muix over the Gusarcay
River
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rasmlar diggati ¢cakir Bu resmlar he¢ yenilanmasa do renglar parlaghigini itirmayib Notural. tobii bitki
kokloiindan alds edilmis boyalarla ¢akilib

Darvis Baba piri

®mg kandinds bizim eranin 1minilliyins aid gabrstanliq var Qabrstanliqda Darvis baba piri yerlasir Darvis
baba dindar va xeyriyyaci bir adam oldugu tctin xatirasini indiyadek aziz tutan kandlilor onun gabrini
ziyarat edirlar Bu arazidaki gumbazvari pirlar els alcaq (ikilib ki. icari daxil olunca ayilmak
macburiyyatinda galir ve bununla da Darvis babaya ehtiramlarini gostarirlar.

Laza kendi

Lazgice Latsar deyirlar. Daglarin arasindaki derada yerlasan kand 2 hissedan ibaratdir Ikingi hissasi dagin
o biri yamacinda. Qabala rayonu arazisinds. Demiraparan ¢ay1 tGizarinda yerlasir. Deyirlar ki. mahz bu kandin
sakinleri oraya kog edarak yeni maskan salib ve yeni yerlarini da Laza adlandliriblar Boytik Qafgaz sira
daglarinin. $ahdag yiksakliyinin (42[12 metr). *$ah yaylaq" daginin etaklerinds yerlasir Kend Bas
Qafqazdan kegan karvan yollarinin tizarinds yerlasir 1800 metr ytiksaklikdaki bu yera ‘Kurve pereval” deyir
yerlilar. Lazanin an mashur va tak tarixi abidasi markazdaki 300 illik masciddir. Kand shalisi lazgilardir
Tarixi arasdirmalar zamani aydin olub ki. lazgilerin acdadlari sayilan leqlarin asas etnik arazilari indiki
Dagistanin canubunda. Samur cayinin sol sahilinde movcud olub Yuzillikler arzinds lazgi tayfalarinin bir
hissasi tadrican canuba, dagatayi zonaya dogru ko edib

Laza Azarbaycanin an populyar turistik makanlarinin basinda galir. Yay - qis kand gonagqlarla dolu olur, sn
cox da xaricilarin ragbat etdiyi yerdir. Kandlilar turistlari evlerinda saxlayirlar Hayatlards tikilmis xususi
otaqlarda onlarin yasamasi tictin sarait yaradilib. Xidmatlars ev xanimlarinin evds hazirlayib taqdim etdiyi
qgazan yemaklari da daxildir

"Haci Seyid Baba" piri

Kandin an diggat ¢akan yeridir. Burada maketa banzayan ucu sis bir qaya var. strafi xirda ag das. ¢cinqillar-
la doludur Pira galanlar avvalca Urayinda niyyat tutub. ayaggabilarini gixarib bu daslarin tsti ile 3 dafe
dévra vurmali ve bu zaman yalniz arzusu haqqinda distiinmali, heg na danismamalidir. Daha sonra bu
niyyati tokrar edarak arazidan ¢ixan bulagin suyundan icmalidir. Ritualdan sonra pir ucun bir migdar pul
buraxmaldir Yerli shali gayanin i¢inde dafn olunmus miigeddes mazari bu giinadak ziyarat edir Adatan
ziyaratdan sonra arzulari bas tutanlar buraya yenidan galarak qurban kasirlar. Adats gora qurban siifrasina
qgonaq edirlar. Etiraz hormatsizlik sayilir Qurban atinin dadina baxmaq yaxsi alamat sayilir Bu ziyaratlar
pikniyi xatirladir Ritualllar isa xeyli aylancali olur.

Laza arazisinda, taxminan 15 -20 km radiusda asagidaki gormali ekskursiya mantagalari var

‘Car* magarasi Bu. 800 metr uzunlugunda olan $ahdag massivinin gaya divarinda saquli veziyyatds bir
darin magaradir
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At a nearby base, you can find guides for mounted or pedestrian excursions to the holy shrines high up in
the mountains.

You can also ask local residents, who are considered to be the best guides to the mountains and know liter-
ally every inch of land here. They will guide you to the Sah Yaylagi and Sahnabat plateaus at a height of
3.000 metres, to the peak of Mount Sahdag at a height of 4.242 metres and the Heydar Aliyev peak (3.650
metres) on Mount Qizilqaya.

Winter holidays

In winter, nature at this highest point in the country is amazingly beautiful. The snow which starts falling
in November lies until March. It is perfect for practising winter sports here. You can ski. ride a snowboard,
climb a mountain etc. It is also planned to set up a winter Olympics base in Gusar District.

Twin waterfalls

Situated at a height of 2.000 metres, the twin waterfalls are another beautiful spot in this area. Local water-
falls have one typical feature « they freeze in winter. Professional mountain climbers hold contests to con-
quer such waterfalls.
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Suvar

Lazadan 2 km aralida, daha yiiksak daglq erazideki mekanin adidir. Azarbaycanin an yiiksekda yerlasan
istirahat markazi, eyni zamanda turist bazasidir Sahdagin atayindaki Suvar gis aylarinda da faaliyyat
gosterir. Arzu edanler burada ¢adirda yasaya, gecaler yuxu tutumunda yata biler. Bu ytiksaklikdaki stini
goller araziye tamam basqa yarasiq verir.

Dag yuruslerina ¢ixmag, ytiksakliyi /.000 mindan artiq olan zirvalari foth etmak istayanler Suvar istirahat
kompleksinda ¢alisanlardan yardim ala bilarler. Yaxud daglarin en yaxsi baladgilari sayilan ve buarlardaki
har garisa balad olan yerli kand sakinlarina de miraciat etmak olar. Onlar sizi 3000 metr yiiksaklikdaki Sah
yaylaga. Sahnabat yaylagina ve ya 42/13 metrlik Sahdag zirvasins, elace de Qizil-Qaya massivindaki 3751
metr yiiksaklikdaki Heydar aliyev zirvasina gixara bilarlar.

Sahdag (4243 metr)

Ucgar va algatmaz kimi gortinean moéhtasam dagdir. Onu fath etmak mimkindir. Bunun {gtin Suvara gadar
avtomobills galmak olar. Yolun galan hissasi isa piyada gedilmalidir. Sahdag: fath etmak 3 giin vaxt aparir.
Sahdagin zirvazina iki marsrutla qalxmaq olar. Bu. yerli dagcilarin islayib hazirladigi simal va cenub
marsrutlaridir. Yilksaye ¢ixmaq tahliikali ve gatin olsa da. $ahdadin mohtesem manzarasi, milkkemmal
havasi, yol boyunca garsiniza ¢ixan Qara-bulag, yuksak dag goélleri, kanyonlar ve digar moctzslar insani
heyran edir, arazids pirlar, gadim karvan yolunun kecdiyi cigirlar, antik korpt galiglari va tarixin basqa izlari
qgalmaqdadir.

Azarbaycanin bu an azematli zirvasina aparan an asan yol canubdan kegir. Tahliikadan uzaqg, har hansi
xUsusi alpinist avadanligi talab etmayan yoldur. Bu. 1892-ci ilds dag silsilasinin xaritasini ilk dafs tartib
edan topograf Anfrey Pastuxovun gat etdiyi yoldur.

Qis tatili

Olkanin an yiiksek dagliq srazisi sayilan bu yerlarin tebisti qu$da cox gozal olur. Noyabr ayinda yagmaga
baslayan gar mart ayina gadar galir. Qis idman névlariyle masgul olmagq ticiin ala tabii potensial var. Xizakle
sturasmak, aysklaymbing, snoubord. eleca da dagciliq, alpinizmle masgul olmaq, dag ytrtslari, trekinglar
kegirmak mimkiindir. Burada ilin butin fasillarinde xidmat gosteran qis olimpiya idman bazasi
yaradilmasi nazarda tutulur

Qosa salala

Taxminan 2000 metr yliksaklikda yerlasan Qosa salala araziys xususi gozallik verir. Bu taraflardaki salalarin
spesifik xlisusiyyati var Onlar gigsda donurlar. Professional alpinist - idmangilar arasinda gisda donan
solalalera dirmasmagq uzre yarislar kegirilir. $alalenin altinda diggati cekan gara taxta evle bagl maraql bir
ahvalat var. Evi buraya vaxtile Az KP MK-nin ci katibi olmus Viktor Polyanicko gatirdib. Bir vaxt gezmaya
galan ikinci katib buralardan els xoslanib ki. 6ziina yay istirahat gusesi hazirlamaq gararina galib. Kendlilar,
kegan asrin 80-ci illarinda harbi texnika ils bu evin buraya neca gatirilidiyini indiyadak xatirlayirlar. indi
hamin yer yayda istirahata galenlerin vazkegilmaz piknik maskanidir.
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Shamakhi

This place used to be called -The flower garden of Shirvan". In the district which is known as a centre of
vine-growing and wine-making, local wines have been made since time immemorial and have been spread
through caravans. As one of Azerbaijan's most ancient and greatest cultural centres, it has been the centre
of the Shirvan region for centuries.In the 9th-10th centuries. Shamakhi was an important point on trade
routes. In the 15th century, the city played an important role in international silk trade. Shirvan silk, which
was known under the name of Talaman silk, was exported to a number of Asian and European countries

Note

It is located on the 120th kilometre of the Baku-Qazakh road. Eight per cent of its territory is covered by
forests. Shamakhi lies from the northern edge of the Kura-Araz plain to the southern slopes of the Great
Caucasus Mountains. It covers the northwestern part of Qobustan and the eastern basin of the Agsu River
The height of its territory varies from 300 to 2.200 metres. The highest mountains are Gulumdostu and
Dubar. The climate changes as the height increases. There are no natural lakes and waterfalls in the district.
There are about A0 mineral water springs here.

Personalities

Shamakhi. which is known as the homeland of geniuses, is the birthplace of masters like Khagam. Nasimi.
Shirvani and Sabir. The city's historical Shikhandan cemetery has the sepulchres of I. Nasimi's brother
Shakhandan. alias Dagmq Sachli. and S. A. Shirvani.

The Pirsaat shrine (9th-I15th centuries)

Almost everyone stops at the shrine which is located on the edge of the road on the bank of the Pirsaat River
at the entrance to the city. People make wishes, declare their intentions, sacrifice animals and visit the
graves inside the sepulchre. Pirsaat is known as a miraculous ovliya from the prophet's family Thereis a
famous legend about its miracle and the creation of the shrine.

Legend

Legend has it that a person who was afraid of earthquakes once had a nightmare. He got up and made a fuss
telling everyone to leave their homes because there would be an earthquake. But no-one listened to him

His nightmare became areality later. Aterrible earthquake occurred. Houses were razed to the ground. After
that event, that person, whose house was destroyed, left his place of icsidence. After a lot of travel, he set-
tled on the bank of the Pirsaat River. Those who heard the man's warning, but did not listen to him and sur-
vived the earthquake started visiting him very often Since then. Pirsaat has become a place which is visit-
ed by people who have seeing and hearing problems
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Samaxi

Vaxtile burani Sirvanin giil bagcas" adlandinrdilar  Uziimguiliik va sarabgiliq markazlarindan biri kimi
mashur olan rayonda yerli stfra sarablari gadimdan bari hazirlanir va karvanlar vasitasile yayilir, séhrat
tapirdi  Azarbaycanin an gadim ve boyik madaniyyat markazlarinden biri asrlar boyu tarixi Siivan
arazisinin markazi olub. Samaxi hale IX < X asrlards ticarat markazi yollari tzarinde olan mihim
dayanacagqlarindan idi. XV asrda sshar beynalxalq ipak ticaratinde shamiyyatli mévge tuturdu. Talaman
ipayi adi ile maghur olan Sirvan ipayi Asiya ve Avropanin bir sira élkalarina yollanirdi.

Arayis

Baki * Qazax avtomobil yolunun 120 <ci kmda yerlasir, arazinin 8% mesa sahalari ila ortuliidir. Kir - Araz
ovalginin Simal qurtaracagindan baslayaraq Boyik Qafgaz sira daglarinin cenub yamaclarina gadar
uzanir Qobustanin simal - garbini va Agsu ¢ayinin serq hévzesini shate edir, srazide hiindiirlik 300 « 2200
metr arasinda dayisir, an yiiksak dag Gulumdostu ve Dubar yiksakliyidir.Yiiksaklik artdigca iqglim sartlasir.
Rayon arazisinda tabii gol va salale yoxdur. AD+a yaxin mineral su manbayi var.

Saxsiyyatlar

Dahilar vatani kimi ad gixaran $amaxi Xagani. Nasimi. Sirvani. Sabir kimi boyiik s6z ustalarinin doguldugu
yerdir. $ahardaki tarixi $ixendan gabirstanliginda I.Nasiminin ‘Dagmq sacli' lagabli gardasi $Saxendanin ve
S.a.Sirvaninin tirbalari var.

Pirsaat piri (IX - XV asrlar)

Seaharin giracayinds, masin yolunun kanarinda. Pirsaat ¢cayinin sahilinda yerlasan pirin yaninda demak olar
yoldan kegan har kas ayaq saxlayir. Niyyat tutur, dua edir, qurban kasir, tirbanin i¢arisindaki gabirleri
ziyarat edirler. Pirsaat baba peygambar naslinden mécizali bir dvliya kimi ad ¢ixarib. Onun mécuzesi ve
ziyaratgahin yaranmasi il bagl mashur afsana var.

ofsana

Deyilanlara gors, zalzaladan gorxan bir nafar bir gece cox pis yuxu gorir.Yerinden qalxib sas - kily salir ki.
har kas evini tark etsin, zalzals olacaq. Ancaq onu he¢ kim dinlamir. Hagigaten yuxu gergak olur. Dahsatli
zalzala bas verir. Evlar yerla yeksan olur O hadisadan sonra evi dagilan hamin adam yasadi§i yerden uza-
qlasir Cox gazib dolasdiqdan sonra Pirsaat cayinin sahilinds 6ziine maskan salir. Kisinin xabardarhigini
esidib s6zline qulaq asmayan va zslzaledan sag cixanlar ise onu tez - tez ziyareta galmays baslayirlar
Hamin tarixdan Pirsaat esitma, gérma problemlari olan insanlar Gg¢lin mualica yeri, safa tapdigi ocaga
cevrilir.
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The earthquake

For centuries. Shamakhi. the centre of Shirvan. has been repeatedly destroyed by strong earthquakes
Although it is located in the most seismic-hazardous area of the Cacausus. the city was restored all the
time. The strong earthquakes of 1828.1859. 1891 and 1902 damaged the city so badly that it was gradual-
ly forced to change its location. After the devastating earthquake of 1859. the centre was partially relocat-
ed to Baku. The city was razed to the ground by another terrible earthquake on 31 January 1902
Underground tremors damaged the city so badly that it was impossible to restore it in full. After this earth-
quake. Baku, a port in the Caspian Sea. took over leadership as the centre of northern Azerbaijan. Present-
day Shamakhi is located roughly 2 km off old Shamakhi. ‘Shamakhi will never be able to say that it will sur-
vive this day. But every time. Shamakhi people had the power to restore their city from ruins and ashes.”
Alexander Dumas

Shamakhi architecture

Frequent earthquakes have always caused serious damage to buildings. According to Arab historian H. A
Jiddi. the houses built in the city in the 9th-12th centuries were seriously damaged due to the seismic
nature of the territory and as a result of following construction work. Riverbed stones were used as major
building material for the construction of houses in Shamakhi. and lime was used as cement. Famous trav-
ellers who visited Azerbaijan and Shamakhi at various times mention Shamakhi in their travel notes

History

Materials acquired here during archaeological excavations show that this area was inhabited 2.500-3.000
years ago. The ancient Greek philosopher Ptolemy mentions 2G Albanian cities and villages in the 11th
chapter of the 5th book of his work “Geography". According to A. Bakikhanov. Samakheya (Kamakheyai
mentioned by Ptolemy is the present-day city of Shamakhi. Shamakhi District has been heavily populated
since the Bronze Age. i.e. the 4th-3rd centuries BC Coins belonging to the pre-Christian period have been
found in the village of Khinisli

Persian historians link the foundation of Shamakhi to Sassanid King Anushiravan (531-579). The 14th cen-
tury historian and geographer. Hamdullah Qazvini. also recorded that Shirvan's main city of Shamakhi was
built by Anushiravan the Fair. Arab historians link the foundation of the city to the 8th century Shirvan ruler
Shamakh ibn Shujan or Arab poet Ash-Shamakhiyya. It was under the rule of the Arab caliphate for many
years. After the decline uf the caliphate. Shamakhi became the capital of the Shirvanshah feudal state In
the Middle Ages, it was also called Yazidiyya for some time.

In 1222. Shamakhi was invaded by the Mongols. At that time, the city had strong defensive walls Although
the walls of Shamakhi Castle were repeatedly destroyed in tix? 9th century, they were restoied many times
in the 8th-19th centuries and the city always had a stiong line of defence

In 1382-1417. under Shah Ibrahim . the city got stronger from a cultural, political and economic point of
view. Shamakhi was one of the khanates that were established on Azerbaijani temlonj in the 18th centuiy
After Its annexation to Russia, it became the centre of a district and region
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Zalzala

Uzun asrlar boyu Sirvanin markazi $amaxini guclu zalzslaler dafalarle dagidib. Qafgazin an giiclii seysmik
zonasinda yerlasmasina baxmayaraq sahar har dafs yenidan qurulub. 1328.1859.1891.1902 «ci illards bas
veran siddatli zalzalaler burani els dagidib ki. sehar tadrican avvalki yerini dayismali olub. 1859 «cu ildaki
boyiik dagidici zalzaledan sonra markaz gisman Bakiya kocdCi. 1902 ci il 31 yanvarda bas veran novbati,
dahgsatli zelzale sahari yerls bir etdi. Yeralti takan sahari ele dadidir ki. onun yeniden tam dirgalmasi
mimkin olmur. Mahz bu dagintidan sonra Xazar sahilindaki liman sahari olan Baki simali Azarbaycana
markaz olmagq ugiin liderliyi ale kegirir. indiki Samaxi kéhne Samaxinin texminan 2 kmliyinda salinib.
‘Samaxi heg vaxt bu giindan sabaha salamat ¢ixacagini sdylays bilmayacek. Amma yena da samaxililar har
dafe bu sahari xarabaliglar va killuklar icindan dirgaltmak ti¢lin 6zlarinds qiivve tapirlar.” Aleksandr Dima

Samaxi memarligi

Samaxida zalzalanin tez « tez bas vermasi yasayis evlarina hamisa ciddi ziyan vurub, arab tarixgisi H.a.
Ciddinin yazdigina gore saharin IX - XII asrlarda insa olunmus yasayis evleri srazinin seysmik xarakterina
ve sonraki asrlards aparilan tikinti islari naticasinda gucli dagintiya maruz galib. $amaxida yasayis
evlerinin insasinda basltca tikinti materiali cay dasi, hoérgli materiali kimi shangdan istifades edilib. Sshar
hagginda malumatlara mixtalif dovrlarde Azarbaycana sayahat etmis ve $amaxida olmus mashur
sayyahlarin. Yan Streys va Evliya Calabinin geydlarinda rast galinir.

Tarixi

Arxeoloji gqazintilar zamani alds edilan materiallar burada hayatin 2500 « 3000 il avval mévcud olugunu
gostarir. Antik yunan miuslliflarindan Ptolomey "Cografi talimnama’ asarinin 5 -ci kitabinin Xl faslinds
Qafgaz Albaniyasinin 29 sehar va kandinin adini ¢akir. A.A.Bakixanovun fikrince Ptolomeyin xatirlatdigi
mSamaxeya” (Kamaxeya) indiki $amaxi saharidir. §amaxi tunc dovriindan, e.a. IV - 11l asrlardan baslayaraq
insanlarin intensiv yasadigi srazilardan biri olub. Xinisli kendinda e.s. aid pul sikkalari tapilib

Fars tarixcilari Samaxinin salinmasini Sasani hokmdari anusiravan (531 «579) ila baglayirlar. XIV asrin tarix
ve cografiya alimi Hemdullah Qazvini da Sirvan hagqinda danisarkan onun asas sahari olan Samaxinin
anusiravan Adil terafindan tikildiyini gostarir, arab tarixcilari saharin salinmasini VIl asrds Sirvan hakimi
olmus Samax ibn Sticanin va ya arab sairi assamaxiyyanin adi ile baglayirlar. Uzun illar arab xilafatinin
tabegiliyinda olub. Bu xilafat zsifledikden sonra yaranan Sirvansahlar feodal d6vlstinin paytaxti oldu. Orta
asrlarda bir muddat Yazidlyys da adlanib.

1222 «ci ilde samaxi mongol isgalina maruz galir. O zaman sashar méhkam mudafis divarlari olub. $amaxi
qala divarlari 9 asr arzinda dafalarle dagidiimasina baxmayaraq VIl - XIX asrtada dafalarle barpa edilib vo
bu miiddat arzinds sahar har zaman guicli miidafia xattina malik olub.

1382 « 1417 mi illarda. | $ah ibrahimin dévriinds sshar madani, siyasi, iqtisadi cehatdean qgiivvatlendi. XVIII

asrda Azarbaycan arazisinda yaranan xanliglardan biri $amaxi xanhg idi. Rusiyaya birlesdikdan sonra geaza
ve quberniya markazina gevrildi.
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The place name

The city’s name was repeatedly changed to Ash-Shamakh. Shakhmakh or Shamukh. The place name derives
from the words shah (great) and makh (city). Ancient Albanians called the luxurious houses inhabited by
people who differed from them Shamukh which meant ‘a place of kings". According to another theory, the
word Sham is the Arab name for Damascus and akhi means similar or alike. On seeing the greatness and
beauty of the city, the Syrians who came here compared it with Damascus

Historical monuments

The Shamakhi region, which is famed for its architectural traditions started to live a difficult period after
endless earthquakes in the 19th century. Although almost none of ancient and medieval monuments sur-
vived. the territory still boasts of some historical monuments of national and local importance.

The Friday mosque (8th century)

The mosque, which is located in the centre of the ancient city at the entrance to the district, has a non-stan-
dard structure. The mosque with four minarets resembles medieval European universities. It has three cir-
cles. Although the city used to have 36 mosques, they were all destroyed as a result of frequent earth-
quakes. Only one mosque survived. The most wonderful historical-religious monument of Shamakhi. which
was one of the most important religious centres in the Middle East, is on the list of the most prominent mon-
uments of the South Caucasus. It is the first mosque in the Transcaucasia.

The German astronomer, philosopher and geographer. Adam Oleari. wrote: On 5 February 1637. some of our
people and | passed through... the courtyard of a well-structured building. There were many rooms for men
in this building, when we saw many old and young people walking around with books in their hands here,
we wondered what this place was; we learnt that it was a madrasah, that's a gymnasium or an academy.’
The Arabs first built mosques in countries they had seized in order to spread Islam.

The Arabs who came to Azerbaijan in the 7th century built the first mosque in the Caucasus in Darband in
733 and the second one in Shamakhi in 743. The Arabs first built a small mosque in the city. The special
commission that was set up after the earthquake of 1902 carried out excavations and research here. The
commission discovered a fire temple and elements belonging to the pre-Islamic period here. All this proves
that the mosque was built on a fire temple. The Friday mosque which has survived to date was actually built
on the foundations of the ancient mosque, based on a project by the architect Zivarbay Ahmadbayov in
1902. The Friday mosque received the greatest harm on 18 March 1918. On that day. Armenian Dashnaks
fired at the mosque with cannons from the Lalayan quarter which was located on the city's highest hill

The seven dome sepulchre complex (17th century)

It is located 3 km from the centre It is a mausoleum which was built for the family of Shamakhi Khan
Mustafa in the 17th- 18th centuries. Only one stone inscription has survived in the eight-pointed sepulchre.
You can have a nice view of Shamakhi from the point where the sepulchre is located
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Toponim

Seaharin adi dafalarle dayisarek assemax. $axmax, Samux formasinda da islenib. Toponim sah (b6yiik) ve
max (sahar) sozlerindan amala galib Qadim albanlar 6zlerindan farqli ahalinin yasadigi dsbdabali gozal
yasayls yerina “sahlar yeri" manasina gealen Samux deyiblar. Basqa bir farziyyaya gore, sem sozii Demasq
saharinin arabce ad!. “axi" (axi) isa oxsar. banzar demakdir Buraya galmis suriyalilar saharin gozalliyini va
azamatini gérendan sonra onu Damasqla miiqayisa edibler.

Tarixi abidaleri

Memarlig snanalari ile mashur olan Samaxi zonasi aramsiz zslzalalerdan sonra. XIX asrds ¢atin dovr
yasamadga baslayir. Qadim va orta asr abidalarindan demak olar he¢ na sag galmasa da arazida 6lka va yerli
ahamiyyatli bazi tarixi abidalar indiyadak durur

Ciima mascidi (VIII asr)

Qadim saharin markazinda, indiki rayon girisinds yerlasan mascid geyri - standart qurulusa malikdir. Orta
asr Avropa universitetlarina banzayan mascidin 4 minarasi var. 3 yarusdan ibaratdir. Vaxtilo sshards 36
mascid olsa da. tez mtez bas veran zalzalslar naticasinda hamisi dagiiib. Sag galan tek masciddir Yaxin
Sarqgin mithiim dini markazlerindan biri kimi faaliyyat gostaren $amaxinin en méhtasem bu tarixi - dini
abidasi. Canubi Qafgazin gorkamli abidalari siyahisindadir. Zagafgaziyanin ilk mascididir.

Alman astronomu, filosof va cografiyasiinasi Adam Oleari yazirdi: "$Samaxida 1637-ci il fevralin 5-de man
bizim bir nege adamla birlikda.. qurulusca gox yaxsi tikilmis... bir binanin haystinden kegirdik. Bu binada
coxlu kisi otaqlari var idi. Burada allarinda kitab tutmus bir ¢ox gazisan ve ya oturmus yash va ya azyasl
adamlari gordiikds buranin na oldugunu sorusduq: dyrandik ki. bu. madrasadir, yani gimnaziya ve ya
akademiyadir.”

Srabler isgal etdiklari dlkalards islami yaymagq tgiin ilk is olaraq mascid in$a edirdiler VIl asrde Azarbay-
cana galen arabler Qafgazdaki ilk mascidi 733 - cii ilde Darbandds, ikincisini ise 7A3 « cii ilde $amaxida
tikdilar, arablar ilk dafs sehards ¢cox da boyiik olmayan mascid insa etmisdilar. 1902 - ci ildaki zalzaledan
sonar yaradilmis xiisusi komissiya burada gazinti - arasdirma isi apararkan masciddan gabaq bu yerds
Atesgah va islama gadaer dini marasimlera aid elementlar askarlandi. Butin bunlar mascidin atasgah
uzerinds in$a olundugunu tasdiq edir. Dovriimiiza galib gixan Ciime mascidi 1902 -ci ilde memar Ziverbay
shmadbayovun layihasi ile gadim mascid 6zull tizerinds tikilib.

Ciima mascidi tarixin an boyiik yarasini 1918 -ci il martin 18 -da aldi. Hemin giin ermani dagnaklar ssharin

an hindir tepasinds yerlasan Calayanlar mahallasindan mascidi top atasina tutdular. Marmilsrin izlari hal
- hazirda da gqalmaqdadir.

Yeddi giinbaz tirbalar kompleksi (XVII asr)

Markazden 3 km aralidadir. XVII - XVIII asrlorde Semaxi xani Mustafanin aile tzvleri tGg¢lin salinan
mazarligdir Burada xan nasline aid olan 7 gadim tiirba var. Sekkizgussli lormada tikilmis tiirbalerden
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Kalakhana sepulchres (14th-17th centuries)

The village of Kalakhana is known for its 17th century complex of sepulchres Their height and forms are the
same. They are all eight-pointed. One of the nine sepulchres has been completely destroyed The first one
was built in 1663. The territory used to be a family mausoleum for Shirvanshah rulers. The chests with Arab
inscriptions belong to the 14th century. Based on this, it is believed that the village was already inhabited
at the time.

The territory of Kalakhana resembles a steppe. There is little vegetation here. It is very hot in summer.
Scorched by the heat of the sun. Kalakhana is suffering from a lack of water. Despite the terrible lack of
water, people are not leaving the area, and strange as it may seem, they have not built a water pipeline to
the village and continue to live like this.

The Pir Mardakan sepulchre (12th-13th centuries)

It is located 6 km southeast of Shamakhi in the village of Goylar. The Pir Mardakan sepulchre in the grave-
yard is regarded as the village's most famous monument. Based on the fact that the grave of Shirvanshah
Ibrahim 1 is located here, the sepulchre is attributed to the 12th century. The sepulchre was built on the
grave of Sheikh Imam Mardakani. The mausoleum which consists of two parts is 9 m high. People from var-
ious places visit the grave inside, make donations, make wishes and pray here. The name of the monument
has nothing to do with the village of Mardakan in Baku. The only mosque in the village was built in the 19th
century.

Gulistan Castle (9th-11th centuries)

The castle was a residency of the Shirvanshahs and a military base of strategic importance. It was built 3km
northwest of the city and on a 200 metre high steep mountain. The best way to get to the castle is from the
south. It is called Shamakhi's Maiden Tower. There is no accurate information as to when it was built. It is
also called Akhsitan Castle. It was named after Akhsitan who restored it after an earthquake in 1174-1202
It is possible to get to the castle on foot in one hour maximum. There is a perfect view from the top. You can
enjoy the most beautiful view of Shamakhi from here. When Shamakhi was threatened in the past, a bon-
fire was made on the highest point of the castle in order to warn surrounding areas. Currently, a bonfire is
made in the same place only once a year. The bonfire made by young people who ascend the castle during
the Novruz holiday signifies the onset of spring

In the 9th-1Ith centuries, the city of Shamakhiwas defended by Gulistan Castle. In the 14th- 15th centuries,
the ancient walls of Shamakhi and Gulistan Castle were the main point of defence for the rulers of Shirvan.
Gulistan Castle has gone down in history as a castle which Shah Ismayil failed to seize. Although the
Safavlds. who had seized Shirvan. attacked Shamakhi several times, they failed to take Gulistan Castle.
After another botched attack, the young shah saw his helpless soldiers and angrily said. - Do you need
Shirvan or the castle? Lot's take Shamakhi. and alter the castle loses support from the surroundings, it will
surrender itself. In connection with the invention of firearms, especially cannons, in the 17th-18th cen-
turies. Gulistan and similar castles lost their significance. At that time. Gulistan Castle became a temporary
residency to protect the rulers of Shamakhi from hot weather.
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sadace bir denasinin lzarindski yazili das kitabs salamat galib. Kompleksin oldugu noéqteden Samaxiya
g06zal manzara acilir.

Kalaxana turbalari (XIV - XVII asrlar)

Kalaxana kandi XVII asr tlrbalar kompleksi ila mashurdur. Hiindtrltyt ve formalari eynidir. Hamisi sakkiz
gusalidir avval 9 olan turbalardan bir denasi tamamila dagilib. Birincisi 1663 - cii ilda tikilib, arazi vaxtila
Sirvangah hékmdarlarinin ails mazarhigi olub. Uzarinda srabcas yazilar olan ssndugalar XIV asra aiddir Buna
istinad edarak kandda hayatin hals 0 zamanda movcud oldugunu soylayirlar.

Kaloxana arazisi ¢olu xatirladir. Yasillig cox azdir. Yayda quraqliq olur Gin istisinin govurdugu Kealexana
susuzlugdan aziyyat ¢akir. Dahsatli daracada su sixintisi yasamalarina regman arazini tark etmir, cox
garibadir ki. kanda su da ¢ekmir, beloaca yasamaga davam edirler.

Pir Mardakan turbasi (XII - XIII asrlar)

Samaxidan 6 km cenub - serqda. Goylar kandi arazisinds yerlasir. Kandin an mashur abidasi gadim
qgabirstanligdaki Pirmardekan tiirbasi hesab edilir. Sirvansah 1 ibrahimin gabrinin burda olmasini asas
gatirarak tiirbanin tarixini XIl asrs aid edirlar. Tirbs Seyx imam Madakaninin mazari tizarinds salinib, iki
hissadan ibarat mavzoleyin hiindirliyt 9 metrdir, i¢aridaki mazari muxtalif yerlordan insanlar ziyarats
galir, nazir - niyaz verir, muxtalif niyyatlarle burada dua edirlar. Abidanin adinin Bakinin Mardakan kandi ila
hec bir alagasi yoxdur. Kanddaki tak mascid XIX asrda insa edilib.

Giliistan qgalasi (IX - XI asrlar)

Sirvansahlarin igamatgahi va strateji shamiyyatli harbi midafie mantagasi olub. Sehardan 3 km simal -
garb terafda. 200 metr sildirim dag zirvasinda tikilib. Qalaya an alverisli yol conub terafdandir. Buna Samaxi
Qiz qalasi da deyirlar. Na zaman tikilmasi baradea daqiq malumat yoxdur. Buna Axsitan galasi da deyirlar.
1174- 1202 «ciillar arasinda bas vermis zalzaladan sonra Axsitan tarafinden yenidan barpa edildiyina gora
onun adi ile sohratlenib. Qalaya maksimum bir saatda piyada ¢ixmaq mumkindir. Usttindsn atrafa
mikemmal manzars acilir, an gézal $amaxi panorami buradan seyr edilir. Ke¢mis zamanlarda bir tshliika
olanda galanin an yiiksak zirvaesinda tongal qalanaraq strafa xabar verilarmis, indi da eyni yerds yalniz ilda
bir dafa tongal galanir. Novruz bayrami giinii Giliistan galasina ¢ixan ganclarin galadigi tonqal el - aloma
yazin, baharin galdiyini xabar verir.

IX - XI asrlerde $amaxi sahari Gullstan galasi ile mudafis olunub. XIV « XV asrlards gadim Samaxi gala
divarlari ile yanasi Gulistan galasi da Sirvan hokmdarlarinin asas miidafis mantagasi olub. Gullstan galasi
Sah ismayilin fath eds bilmadiyi qala kimi tarixe disiib. Sirvani sla kegiren Safaviler dafalerle Samaxiya
hiicum etsaler da Gilistan galasini ram eds bilmayibler Ugursuzlugla naticalenan névbati hiicumdan
sonra asgarlerinin Umidsiz vaziyyatini géren ganc hékmdar gazablanib ve deyib. «Sizs Sirvan lazimdir yoxsa
qala? Samaxini als kecirak, strafdan dastayini itiran gala bir middat sonra 6zii teslim olacaqg. XVII - XVIII
asrlerda odlu silahlarin, xtisusila topun meydana galmasi ila alagadar Gullistan va buna oxsar qalalar 6z
ashamiyyatini itirmaya baslayir Bu doévrde Giliistan galasi $amaxi hakimlerini istiden gorumaq ugin
milveqqati yasayis yerina cevrilir
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Gulistan or Maiden's Tower?

It is known as Maiden's Tower among the people. Some people link its name Gulistan to the natural envi-
ronment in the surroundings. Indeed, the lower parts of the mountain on which Gulistan is located, espe-
cially its southern, eastern and northern feet, are full of various flowers and plants in spring and autumn

Only some towers have been left from the legendary Gulistan Castle to date. The area which resembles ruins
is now a snake's den. For this reason, going up the hill is not recommended in the heat of summer.

Tourism

It has been one of the country's most active tourist destinations since Soviet times. The tourism informa-
tion bureau is located in the city centre near the Friday mosque. You can get all information about must-
see sights in Shamakhi. There are no waterfalls or natural lakes in the district. There are about 10 artificial
lakes here. Excursions also include Shamakhi's natural sights.

Mud Volcanoes

Mud volcanoes have been discovered in several places, or to be more precise in three places. The biggest one
is the Damirchi mud volcano which is located on the road to the village of Damirchi about 30-31 km off
Shamakhi and 7 km off Pirqulu.

The Pirgulu state nature reserve

The nature reserve was set up on the eastern edge of the Great Caucasus Mountain Ridge on an area of 1.521
hain 1968 in order to protect the 250 species of flowering plants and more than 50 medicinal plants grow-
ing in Shamakhi. as well as the district's rich flora and fauna. The territory of the reserve includes the Jangi.
Pirqulu and Bado forests. At the same time, the nature reserve belongs to the Shahdag National Park.
Internal tourist routes in several directions have been opened here.

The villages of Sis, Keshmaddin. Qaleybugurt and Qala Oarasi

It is one of the internal routes. The villages are located in the direction of Pirqulu and are picturesque and
quiet mountain villages. The last village in this direction is the village of Qala Oarasi. There is noinfrastruc-
ture like a tourist base here. Cala Darasi used to be a bay's or khan's village, or to be more precise, it used
to be a summer destination for local aristocrats. The village of Sis is one of the sites that have become very
popular in recent years. Itis an extremely attractive place with clear and dry air. a nice view and productive
fruit gardens. The village is called Sis because of the constant fog here.

The village of Qaleybugurt

It is a mountain village 9 km off Chukhuryurd There are only 210 houses in this village located at a heigh
of 1.300 metres. The Bado natural recreation centre is located here. The most famous monument here is the
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Giiliistan yoxsa Qiz Qalasi?

Xalg arasinda Qiz qalasi adi ila mashurdur Guliistan adlandiriimasini bazilari onun atrafinin tebii saraiti il
alagalendirirler Dogrudan da. Gilustanin yerlasdiyi dayin ataklari, xiisusile onun canub, sarqg. simal
ataklari bahar va payiz fasillarinda muxtslif gl ve bitkilarls dolu olur

©fsanavi Gllistan galasindan bu giina yalniz bazi bircler galib. Xarabalgi xatirladan arazisi tabii olaraq
ilan yuvasidir. Ona gora de yayin gizmar vaxtina yuxariya ¢ixmag maslshatli deyil

Turizm

Sovet donamindan bari 6lkanin an aktiv turizm markazlarindandir. Turizm informasiya birosu ssharin
markazinda. Cuma mascidinin yanindadir Samaxinin gazilib «gorilacak va qaciriimayacaq yerlari ile bagl
bitun malumatlari buradan alde etmak olar. Rayon arazisinda galale ve tebii gol yoxdur. Stini géllerin say1
10 - a yaxindi Sayahatlara $amaxinin tabii abidalari da daxildir.

Palgiq vulkan

Bir nece yerds, daha daqgiq desak. 3 mantagade a$kar edilib. ©n boyliyu Damirgi kandi yolunun ustiinda.
Samaxidan texminan 30-31 km. Pirquludan 7 km masafada yerlagsan Damirgi pal¢iq vulkanidir

Pirqulu Dovlst Tabist Qorugu

1968 - ci ilde. 1521 ha sahada. BOyiik Qafgaz sira daglarinin serq qurtaracaginda teskil edilib

S$amax arazisinda bitan S20 nov gicakli bitkini. SO névdan artiq derman bitkisini, bélgadaki diger zangin
flora va faunani gorumaq magsadila taskil edilan qoruq srazisina Cangi. Pirqulu. Bado mesalari daxildir
Qorug eyni zamanda Sahdag Milli Parki sahasins aiddir Burada bir ne¢s istiqamatda daxili turist marsrutu
muayyanlasdirilib.

Sis - Kesmaddin « Qaleybugurt « Qala darasi kandlari

Daxili marsrutlardan birini taskil edir Hamisi Pirqulu istigamatinda, safall, sakit dag kandlaridir Bu
istigamatda an sonuncu kand Qala darasidir. Turizm bazasi olaraq har hansi bir infrastruktur yoxdur. Vaxtila
Qala darasi bay. xan kandi olub. Daha dogrusu yerli aristokratlarinin isti yay aylarinda tz tutdugu yaylaq
yerlari olub. Sis kandi son illerds siiratle populyarlasan makanlarin siyahisindadtr. Temiz, quru havasi,
manzarasi ve bol meyva baglari ite son daraca cazibsli yerdir Kendin tstiinden duman aksik olmadigindan
adini Sis qoyublar

Qaleybugurt kandi

Cuxuryurddan 9 km aralida, yiiksek dag kendidir 1300 metr yiiksaklikda yerlasen bu kandda cemi 210 ev
yasayir Bado tabii istirahat zonasi buradadir an mashur abidasi kandin yaxinigindaki dagin zirvasinda
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Qaleyi Bugun located on the peak of the mountain The ruins of a legendary defensive fortification,
attached to a steep rock, are still here.

Qaleyi Bugurt (11th-13th centuries)

It is located 20 km northeast of the centre and 1.600m above sea level Bugurt Castle is famous just like
Barkut Castle. It was inhabited in the 11th-13th centuries. The castle which is believed to have been built in
the 13th century is often mentioned in 15th century sources. When the Safavid ruler Shah Ismayil | invad-
ed Shirvan in 1509 and 1518. Shirvanshah Sheikhshah retreated into Bugurt Castle and defended it for sev-
eral months. In that period, the treasury of the Shirvanshahs was kept at Bugurt Castle. During the Safavid-
Ottoman wars, the Ottomans seized the castle and turned it into a base. The castle was used until the end
of the 17th century. The castle which has a perfect water supply system has a shah's palace inside. The
remains of ponds built for storing water secretly supplied here, a water tower and a water pipeline are still
here. Since it is very difficult to get to the castle from the village of Qaleyi Bugurt. it is recommended that
you go through the last village on this route - Qala Darasi. It is possible to get to the castle in 40-50 min-
utes from there. On the high mountain standing opposite to the castle, there are dense forests called
Shahbulag and Topkhana, as well as picturesque places. It was a strategic point where Shahbulaq rulers
spent their holidays, while Topkhana was a strategic point where Shirvanshah cannons were deployed

The villages of Zarat Kheybar. Safali, Damirchi and Avakhil

Another internal tourist route in Shamakhi goes in this direction. The last stop is the village of Zarat
Kheybar.

Zarat Kheybar

It is one of the remotest mountain villages and is located at a height of 1.850 metres. It looks like Khinaliq
as the houses and fences are built from riverbed stone. The village survives by subsistence farming. There
are 40 houses and one primary school in the village, but there is no hospital here. Once the weather gets
cold, snow blocks the roads. The roads open again only after the Novruz holiday. For this reason, a lot of food
is stockpiled for the cold winter.

The village of Safali

Its official name is the village of Safali. There are only 21 houses here The village is located 1.500m above
sea level. It is one of the villages where the Azerbaijan film studio has set up most of its pavilions. Episodes
from the films Saddle the Horses". "Wizard" and others have been shot in Safali. Aimost all residents of the
village have participated in film production. The only historical monument here is a 19th century mosque.

The village of Damirchi

The village Is located 1,500-1.600 metres above sea level It has 68 houses and a population of only 515. The
village's previous name is Chaylt The village is known for a river of the same name flowing through its ter-
ritory. However, since most of its residents work as blacksmiths, it was then renamed Damirchi (Blacksmith)
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yerleson Qaleyi - Bugurtdur Sal qayaya bitisik afsanavi miidafie istehkaminin xarabaliglari bu giina gadar
qalir.

Qaleyi - Bugurt (XI - XIII asrlar)

Markazdan 20 km simal - serqds, daniz saviyyssindan 1600 metr yiksaklikaddir. Buyurt qalasi. Barkut
qalasi kimi de mashurdur. Burada XI - X1l asrlerda yasayis olub. X111 asrds tikildiyi ehtimal edilan galanin
adina XV asre aid manbalarda six-six rast galmak olur 1509. 1518 «ci illarde Safevi hékmdari 1Sah ismayil
Sirvana hiicum edands Sirvansah Seyxsah Buyrut galasina ¢akilerak buradan bir nece ay miidafis olunub.
Hamin dévrds Sirvansahlarin xazinasi de Buyurt qalasinda saxlanirdi. Safavi - Osmanli miharibalari zamani
Osmanlilar bu galani als kecirib 6z dayaq markazina ceviribler. Qaladan XVII asrin sonlarina kimi istifade
edilib. Milkemmal su tachizatina sahib olan galanin i¢arisinda Sahin sarayi var. Buraya gizli yolla gatirilan
suyu saxlamag tgin tikilmis hovuzlar, su qiillasi ve su kemarinin galiglari indiyadak durur. Qalaya eyni adl
kanddan ¢ixmaq cox ¢atin oldugundan, bunun Ugiin an yaxsist bu istiqgamatdaki an son kand olan Qala
daresina getmak maslsahatdir. Oradan piyada AO - 50 dagigada qalaya ¢ixmaqg mimkiindir. Qala ila garsi
torafdaki yliksak dayda Sahbulaq va Topxana deyilan six mesalik, gdzal manzarali yerlar var. $ahbulag hok-
mdarlarin dincaldiyi, Topxana isa Sirvansahlarin toplarinin yerlasdiyi strateji mantaga olub.

Zarat Xeybar - Safali « Damirci » Avaxil kandlari

S$amaxi daxili turist marsrutlarindan digaeri bu istigamatde hayata kegirilir. Son dayanacaq Zarat Xeybar
kandidir

Zarat Xeybar

©n ucqar day kendlarindandir. 1850 metr yiiksaklikda salinib. Yerlar ve evler, ¢oparlar ¢ay dasindan insa
edildiyindan bir az Xinaliga banzayir. Kand saxsi tasarriifat hesabina yasayir. Comi AOev. 1libtidai maktabi
olan kandde xastaxana yoxdur. Ele ki. havalar soyuyur, yagan gar yollari baglayir. Bir de Novruz
bayramindan sonra yollar agilir. Buna gora da sart kegan qis tigiin gicli gida ehtiyati tadariik edilir.

Safall kendi

Cami 21 ev var. Daniz saviyyasindan 1500 metr hundurlikdadir. Azarbaycanfilm kinostudiyasinin an cox
pavilyon qurdugu kendlardandir. ‘Atlari ysharlayin®. "Ovsuncu” va sair filmlardan bir ¢cox sshnalar Sefalida
¢akilib. Kandin demak olar bitiin camaati kino ¢akilislerinda istirak edib. Tak tarixi abidasi XIX asr tarixi
masciddir.

Damirci kandi

Daniz saviyyssindan 1500 « 1600 metr hiindirlikds. 68 evda cemi 515 nafar insan yasayan kandin adi
avvallar Cayli olub. Kand srazisindan axan eyniadli cay adi ile taninib. Amma ahalisinin asas masguliyyati
damirgilik oldugundan sonradan dayisarak Damirgi galib, an mashur tarixi - dini abidasi 1892 «ci ilo aid
gadim masciddir. Kend camaati buraya Lahicdan kog edib. Deyilanlara gors, orta asrlards Lahicda bir
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Us most famous historical-religious monument is a mosque built in 1892. The villagers moved here from
Lahij. Legend has it that a ruler who placed an order with a local craftsman in the Middle Ages was so
pleased with his work that he gave this land to the craftsman as a fee. That craftsman settled in the pres-
ent-day village of Damirchi together with his family S00 years ago. For this reason, all villagers are regard-
ed as each other'srelatives, lust like in Lahij. the main business here is craftsmanship Apart from the black-
smiths. saddle-makers are also popular here. Residents of surrounding villages visit Damirchi in order to
buy these goods. As you wander Damirchi. you notice tandir ovens placed under the sun

Tandir

It is made mostly for sale. To this end. they bring special soil from the mountains, sift it. soak it and store
it for several days, and then they dry it. The dried special soil is mixed with goat hair, metal dust and shells
and shaped like a tandir. After the tandir totally dries within AOdays under the sun. it is sent for sale. The
strangest thing is that all the hard work on the tandir is done by women. Local women are also good cooks.
They bake delicious bread covered with saffron, shakar bura and pakhlava in the tandirs of their own mak-
ing. The most famous sweets in Shamakhi are the Shamakhi mutakkas. Tasting pan kebab, musamma and
Shirvan dill pilaf is a must

On cuisine

In his works on his visit to the Caucasus. French writer Alexander Dumas spoke in detail about kebab, jizbiz.
pilaf and other national dishes of Azerbaijan, pheasant hunting with falcons in Shamakhi and his meetings
with historical personalities. He shared his good impressions about Azerbaijani country, the Caspian Sea.
the Kura. Samur. Qudyalchay and Shahdag. The writer noted that the Azerbaijanis were sensitive, sincere,
caring, intelligent, hospitable, friendly, loyal, restrained, brave, slender and beautiful. In connection with
his travel, a route called 'Alexander Dumas in the Caucasus' is being arranged. The route begins in the
Dagestani city of Kizlyar and covers the Quba-Baku and Baku-Shahakhi-Sheki directions and ends in the
Georgian city of Poti.

The villages of Chukhuryurd. Nagarakhana and Pirqulu

We would not be wrong if we said that it is the most popular internal route in Shamakhi. Let’s have a look at
the villages located on this route.

The village of Chukhuryurd

The village is located 10-12 km from the centre, on the right bank of the Pirsaat River and 850-1.200 metres
above sea level. It is one of the most beautiful villages in Shamakhi. It is surrounded by meadows and
forests. The village grows potatoes, cabbage and fruits and is famed for its sunflowers. There are springs of
sulphur water on the heights surrounding the village Chukhuryurd has a medicinal water spring rich in
minerals. It is one of the villages where Molokans were settled as part of the tsarist policy in the 19th cen-
tury, Most of them have migrated to Russia in recent years when the Molokans lived here, they set up night
life centres in order to make the village more attractive to tourists. Restaurants are operating around an
artificial lake in the village. Chukhuryurd. which is regarded as a resort village, has a favourable climate The
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ustaya sifaris veran hokmdar oniin al isindan els mamnun qgalib ki. hagqini 6demsak t¢iin ustaya bu tor-
paglari hadiyys edib. Hamin sanatkar or aile Uzvleri ila birlikds diiz 500 il avval indiki Damirgi kandi
arazisinde maskunlasib Ona gore da kend camaati hamisi bir - birina gohum hesab edilir. Eynan Lahicda
oldugu kimi buranin da camaatinin masguliyyati senatkarliqdir Damirgilardan basga burada sarraclarin -
at aksessuarlari hazirlayan ustalarin al islari populyardir, straf kendlards yasayanlar bu materiallari satin
almaq ucun bu kenda Uz tuturlar. Damirgides dolasarkan gin altina diiziilmis tandirler diggati gakir

Tandir

Daha ¢ox satis Gguin duzaldirlar. Bunun tigiin dagdan xutsusi torpaq dastyir, onu alayir, isladir, bir nega giin
suda saxlayir, sonra qurudurlar Qurumus xususi torpagdi keci tiikli, damir tozu, ¢ingillarla qarisdirib yogurur
va tandir saklini verirlor. AO giin giin altinda galan tendir tam qutudugdan sonra satis {giin basga yerlara
gondarilir an garibasi budur ki. tandirlo bagl bitun agir isi savvaldan axira kimi xanimlar gorir. Buranin
xanimlar» matbax isinds de mahir ustadirlar. Oz diizsltdiklsri tendirlards gox lazzatli, tistii zefsranlh gorak,
sokatbura. paxlava bisirirlar. $amaxinin an mashur sriniyyati Samaxi mitakkasidir Tas kabab, musamma
va Sirvan lsulu siiyudplov burada mitleq dadilmasi garsken teamlardir

Matbaxla bagli

Qafgaza sayahatindan sonra yazdi§i bir nege asards gordiklarindan genis bshs edan fransiz yazigi
Aleksandr Diima kabab, cizbiz. plov va diger milli Azarbaycan xéraklerinden. Samaxida sahinla qgirqovul
ovundan, tarixi saxslarle gorislarinden uraek dolusu danisir. O. Azarbaycanin tabisti. Xazar. Kir. Samur.
Qudyalcay ve Sahdag barads xos tesssiiratlarini bolisir.Yazigi azerbaycanhlarin hassas, ssmimi, qaygikes,
agilli, gonagparvar, mehriban, séziibiitév. deyanatli, mard, gadd-gamatli, gdzal olduglarini xtisusi geyd edir.

Bu giin onun Qafgaz sayahsti ilo bagh 'Aleksandr Duma Qafgazda' marsrutu taskil edilir. Marsrut
Dagistanin Qizlar ssharindan baslanib. Quba-Baki. Baki-Samaxi-Saki istiqamatlarini shata edir ve
Grctistanin Poti seharinds basa catir.

Cuxuryurd « Nagaraxana - Pirqulu gasabasi

Samaxi Uzre gergaklasdiriloan an populyar daxili seyahat marsrutudur desak yanilmariq. Bu istigamatda
yerleson dayanacaglar taniyaq.

Cuxuryurd kandi (10 km)

Pirsaat ¢ayinin sag sahilinds, daniz saviyyasindan 850 -1200 metr yiiksaklikda yerlasir Samaxinin an gozal
kandlarindan biridir, atrafi ¢cemanlik ve mesalikdir. Kand kartofu, kalemi, lazzatli meyvalarla zangin,
glinabaxan yag! ile mashurdur. Qasaba atrafi yiiksakliklarda kikirdli su bulaglari var. Cuxuryurdda miner-
allarla zangin, mualicevi shamiyyatli bulagq suyu cixir XIX asrda carizm siyasatinin bir parcasi olaraq
Azarbaycana yerlagdirilon malakanlarin maskan saldi§i kendlardan biridir. Onlarin aksariyyati son illerde
sureatle Rusiyaya kog edib. Malakanlar burda yasadiqlari zaman kandin geca aylence hayati burani turizm
tictin daha da aylancali hala gatirib. Kanddaki siini gélin strafinda restoranlar faaliyyat gostarir. Kurort
kand hesab edilan Guxuryurd iglimi ile diggat maikazindadir Sarin, kilaksiz. quru havasi var. Nam yoxdur
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weather is cool, windless and arid here. There is no humidity here. As a resort, it is good for treating muscle
pains, cardiovascular diseases and at regulating metabolism. As a tourist paradise. Chukhuryurd has been
the focus of attention for rich Bakuvians and foreigners living in Azerbaijan. Since demand for property is
increasing here, prices are rising

The village of Nagarakhana

The village is located on the Pirqulu road. 17 km from the centre and Akm from Chukhuryurd. The village
has S06 houses and a population of 8.000. It is located .AAS metres above sea level. There is a settlement
belonging to the Bronze Age and old barrows here. Merchants travelling with caravans running between the
west and the east were well-aware of this place. The name of the village originates from a story related to
those merchants.

Legend

One of two Indian merchant brothers, sumamed Multan, falls ill and dies in Shamakhi. The other brother set
his body on fire according to the pagan tradition and takes his ashes to India. According to the then tradi-
tion. it was necessary to bum a woman together with the dead man so that she could accompany him in the
afterlife. But it was very difficult to do so in a Muslim city. The wealthy Indian merchant finally found a
Christian woman who agreed to do this for money. The territory of the present-day village of Nagarakhana
was chosen to bum the body. According to the tradition. 50 drummers were invited. The ceremony began.
As a bonfire was made, the drummers started beating the drums with all their power. Although the woman
was scared and decided to quit. Multan did not allow her to leave and set her on fire alive with his dead
brother. It is believed that the woman'’s screams could be heard in the surrounding area. Since then, this vil-
lage has been called Nagarakhana (nagara - drum). Because of Multan's cruel behaviour, residents of
Shamakhi used his name Multan for a cruel person.

The village of Pirqulu

Pirqulu, which is situated 12 km northeast of the centre and 1.A00 metres above sea level, has perfect poten-
tial for winter tourism. The snow which is regarded as suitable for skiing begins to fall at the end of October
and lasts until April. It is suitable for tourists and winter sports. The village has perfectly clear and arid
weather. Tourist bases were built in the area in Soviet times. In recent years, the number of tourist facilities
and hotels has been rapidly increasing. If the hotels are expensive, it is possible to set up a tent and relax
on the territory of the reserve. This method is not recommended to those who are afraid of snakes, because
Shamakhi. including Pirqulu, is famed for its snakes.

The astrophysics observatory

Itis located 22 km from the centre, on the northern slope of Mount Pirqulu and 1.435 metres above sea level.
This scientific centre, which bears the name of Nasiraddin Tusi. has been operating since 1962. When the
observatory was established, a greater number of clear nights was the main condition. After four years of
research under the leadership of Academician Yusif Mammadaliyev. it was discovered that Pirqulu had per-
fect weather conditions for an astrophysics observatory. The observatory has the biggest telescope in the
former USSR. The diameter of its mirror is two metres. The equipment had been brought from Germany. All
stars, planets and the sun are observed from six observatories located in this area.
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Kurort kimi azale agrilari, Grak < damar xastsliklarinin miualicasinda, maddaler mibadilasinin
tenzimlanmasinda xeyirlidir. Turizm cennati Cuxuryurd son illarda paytaxt zenginlari ve hatta Azarbaycan-
daki xaricilarin diqgat markazindadir. Kanardan galenlarin amlak alisina teleb artdigindan giymatlar al
yandirir

Nagaraxana Kendi (17 km)

Cuxuryurddan A km masafadadir. 506 evda 8000 nafarin yasadigi kend daniz saviyyasinden 1445 metr
yuskaklikda yerlasir. Tunc dovriine aid yasayis maskani gadim kurganlar mévcuddur Qarble $arq arasinda
harakat edan karvanlardaki tacirlar buraya yaxsi balad olublar. Kandin adi da hamin tacirlarla bagl bir
hadisadan sonra meydana ¢ixib.

Ravayat

Hindistanli Multan soyadli iki gardas tacirlorden biri yolda xastslenir ve Samaxida 6lir Diger gardas onu
butparast gaydasina gors yandirmali va kiiliint 6zt ile Hindistana aparmali olur. O vaxtki adata gora 6len
gardasinin yaninda o biri diinyada ona yoldashq etmasi dctin bir gadin da yandiriimali idi. Amma
misalman seharinda bu adatleri tetbiq etmak cox ¢atin idi. Cox zangin olan hindli tacir nahayat ki. pul
qarsiliginda bunu etmaya razi olan bir xagparast gadin tapir. Canazani yandirmag ugtin indiki Nagaraxana
kandi arazisi secilir. Adat * ananaya uygun olaraq 50 nagaraci deavat edilir. Marasim baslayir Tongal
yandirilarkan nagaragcilar var giclari ila vurmaga baslayirlar. Bu manzaradan gorxmaga baslayan gadin
gerarindan son anda dasinsa da. Multan ona icazs vermir va 6lmus qgardasi ila birlikds onu da diri « diri
yandirir. Deyilanlera gors, gqadinin ¢igirtisi bitiin atrafa yayilir. O vaxtdan bu yerin adi Nagaraxana qalir
Zalm Multanin bu davranisina géra hamin vaxtdan sonra ziilmkar, zalim s6ztniin yerina samaxihlar ‘mul-
tan" kalimasindan istifada etmays baslayirlar.

Pirqulu gasabasi 02 km)

Daniz saviyyesinden 1400 metr yiiksaklikde yerlasan Pirqulu qis turizmi tctin ideal potensiala malikdir.
Xizakeilik tictin keyfiyyatli sayilan gar oktyabr ayinin sonlarindan yagmaga baslayir ve aprels gadar galir
Bu da turizm ve idmanin qis névlari tgtin alverislidir. Mikammal temiz va quru havasi var. Sovet vaxti
arazida turizm bazalari tikilib. Son illards turizm xidmat obyektlarinin, otellarin say! stiratle artir. Oteller
bahali galirse, cadir qurub goruq arazisinds dincalmak miimkiindir, ilanlardan qorxanlar ti¢iin bu metod
tovsiyys edilmir, ¢tinki Samaxi, o ciimladan Pirqulu arazisi ilanlari ile de mashurdur

Astrofizika rasadxanasi

Markazdan 22 km arali. Pirqulu daginin simal yamacinda, daniz saviyyasindan 1435 metr yiksaklikda
salinib. Nasraddin Tusinin adini dasiyan bu elmi markaz 1062 «ci ildan faaliyyat gosterir. Resadxana quru-
larkan aydin gecalarin sayca ¢ox olmasi asas sartlerden biridir. Akademik Yusif Memmadaliyevin bascilig
ilo aparilan 4 illik arasdirmadan sonra astrofizika rasadxanasi (ciin an ideal hava seraitinin Pirquludu
oldugu ortaya ¢ixib SSRI makaninda an bdoyik teleskop buradadir. Gizgisinin diametri 2 metra
berabardir. Avadanliglar Aimaniyadan gatirilib. Butiin ulduzlar, planetlar ve giinas arazideki geca giindiiz
calisan 6 resadxanada musahida edilir
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Ismayilli

Ismayilli District has been part of the historical Shirvan territory. The highest mountain in the district is
Babadag (3.629 m above sea level), which is among the country’s most revered places of worship Famous
Russian poet Lermontov visited Babadag during his trip to Azerbaijan in the 19th century. In 1837,
Lermontov visited the village of Tirjan in Ismayilli District, where he met a well-known ashiq called Oruj. He
wrote the epic Ashiq Qarib using the epos he had heard from ashiq Oruj.

Brief information

ismayilli is located 185 km northwest of Baku, on the southern fringes of the Great Caucasus range, and in
the Qanikh-Alazan-Ayrichay valley. It was established as an administrative district in 1931. Its highly
developed mountain resort centre is 500m above sea level. 66.799 ha of forest in Ismayilli are rich in clay
deposits and mineral springs. There are many mineral springs in Ismayilli. Most of them are located in
Bado. Haftasiyab. Dilyalli, Namazgah. Lahij. Qandob and other villages on the southern slopes of the Great
Caucasus range. The springs are different in the chemical composition of their water. Some are rich in
hydrocarbons, others in sulphate, natrium, calcium and magnesium. In a book published in 1884 (Healing
waters in Russia and abroad), famous mineralogist Bertmenson noted the importance of the mineral
springs near the village of Lahij. There are 20 mountain rivers in Ismayilli District. The bigger ones are
Goychay (113 km). Girdmanchay (88 km). Agsuchay (72 km) and Pirsaatchay (202). The rivers originate
from the Great Caucasus range.

History

Ismayilli was part of the Caucasus Albania. Hapits. descendants of ancient Albanians, are still living in the
district. Mehranis. who were descendants of Turkic Sabirs, created a kingdom in the Girdman province of
Albania in early 7th century. Javanshir (642-682 AD) was the last ruler of this last Albanian state. Mehranis
had some residences in today's Ismayilli District. A castle bearing the name of lavanshir is still standing 4
km from the village of Talistan. on the bank of the river Agchay.

Why Ismayilli?

Avillage called Ismayilli existed there before the administrative district was established in 1931. One can
ask whowas Ismayil? Where did the residents of the village come from? Native residents of Ismayilli most-
ly lived in an area close to the Nazra cemetery, which dates back to the 7th and 8th centuries From there,
they gradually moved to today's Ismayilli village. Presumably, the village was later named after a very
respectable elder of that community called Ismayil.

Toponym (Place name)

Some historians say that the toponym comes from the word ‘sumeyillr (inclined to water). If we looked at
Ismayilli s geographic structure, we would see that water is easily accessible there Up until recently, you
could access water by digging only 20 to 30 cm. There is an interesting sloiy about the origin of this
toponym.
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ismayilli

Tarixi Sirvan arazisinin bir pargasidir. Rayonun an yiiksak zirvasi 6lkanin an mashur ziyaratgahlarindan olan
Babadagdtr,- 3629 metr. Ma$hur rus sairi M.Y.Lermontov 1837 «ci ilda ismayillinin Tircan kandinda olub.
Burada taninmis ozan Asiq Orucla goristib. Onun dilindan esitdiyi dastanin motivlari asasinda "Asiq Qarib’
poemasini yazib.

Arayis

Baki « ismayilli arasi masafe 185 km-dir. Azarbaycanin simal < markaz hissasindes. Boylk Qafgaz sira
daglarinin canub ataklarinda. Qanix - Alazan - ayricay vadisinda yerlason rayon 1931 - ci ilda taskil edilib
inkisaf etmis dag kurort markezi deniz saviyyasindan 500 metr yiiksaklikda taskil edilib. Mesalarin imumi
sahasinin 66799 ha oldudu arazi gil yatagi, mineral bulaglarla zangindir. Subtropik ve gisman mulayim
iglim qursaginda yerlasir. iglim ehtiyatlarinin kurort va istirahat magsadlari iiciin ds istifade edilmasi
imkanlari boyikdir. Son derace manzarsli mesali dag yamaclari, sarin mineral bulaglar sabakasi, oldugca
safali yaylaqlar ila farglenan rayonun kurort-istirahat bolgasi kimi ideal potensiala sahibdir, ismayillida
tabii mineral su bulaglari coxdur. Mashur mineroloq Bertmenson 1884-cii ilds Xaricds ve Rusiyada olan
madan miualica sulari adl elmi asarinda Lahic yaxinligindaki mineral sularin mualica ahamiyyatindan
bahs edib, sraziden 20 dad cay! axir, an boyiiklari olan Goycay cay (113 km). Girdmancay (88 km)
Agsucay(72 km). Pirsaatcay (202 km) baslangicini rayonun simalindan. Bas Qafgazin Bas suayinci
silsilasindan gottrir

Tarixi

Qafgaz Albaniyasi torpaglarina aid arazi olub. indiyadak gadim albanlann naslindan olan hapitlar yasayir.
VII asrin avvallarinda Albaniyanin Girdman vilaystinda Sabir tirklarinin naslindan olan Mehranilar knyazliq
yaratdilar Bu son alban ddvlstinin son hokmdari sarkerde Cavansir (642 - 682) idi. mehranilarin indiki
ismayilli srazisinds bazi igamatgahlari olub. Talistan kendindsn 4 km simalda. Agcayin sahilinds
Cavansirin adi ile bagh qala indiyadak durur.

Nadan ismayilli?

ismayilli rayonu olmamisdan avval burada ismayilli kandi vardi. Sual oluna biler ki. ismayil kimdir?
ismayillilar hardan galarak bu kandin asasini qoyublar? Buranin yerli sakinlarinin asas maskunlasdiqlari
yer VII -VIII ssrlare aid Nezre gabirstanhidi yaxinhgindadir. Daha sonra oradan yavas « yavas indiki kand
arazisina kogubler. Ehtimal olunur ki. hamin camaatin igarisinda gox hérmatli agsaqqal ismayil kisinin
adini da sonradan bu ksnds veriblar.

Toponim

Bazi tarixgilara gors, toponim stimeyilli séziindan amals galib. Cografi qurulusuna diggst edands hagigatan
da relyefin suya meyilli oldugu misahida edilir. Yaxin kegmise gadar burada slina bel alib 20 « 30 sm qazsan
yerin altindan su ¢ixirdi.
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Story

Once upon a time, there lived a young boy and a young girl. They loved each other. One day. the girl was
standing on aroad, waiting foT her sweetheart. A passer-by asked her: What are you doing here? She replied:
| am waiting for Ismi Mail. Ismi Mail means a boy named Mail. It is said that, from that time on that area
became known as Ismi-mail. Over time, the name was transformed into Ismayilli

Nature reserves

There are three reserves in Ismayilli District. They are the lahij state history and architecture reserve: the
Basgal state history and culture reserve; and the Ismayilli state nature reserve.

The Ismayilli state nature reserve

First, a nature reserve covering 5.778 hectares of land was established in 1969. In 1981. the area was
expanded to 16.700 hectares of land. The nature reserve is located on the southern fringes of the Great
Caucasus range. Eighty-seven per cent of the area is made up of forest. There are AOspecies of mammals
17 species of reptiles, four species of fish and 10A species of birds in the reserve. The part of the reserve
which is 800 to 2.250 m above sea level is called the Topchu valley. Another part of the reserve 600 to 650
m above sea level is called the Alazan-Ayrichay valley. Caucasus goats and elk may be hunted in the
Qalinjaq area of the reserve during the hunting season. There is a stunning view of the reserve from the Qiz
Qalasi (Maiden Castle).

Tourism

Ismayilli is one of the country's best tourism destinations because of its natural resources - mineral springs
and attractive mountains - and also its closeness to the capital Baku. There is great potential for the devel-
opment of tourism, alpinism, mountain climbing and other sports in an area part of which makes up the
Shahdag National Park. There are five tourism routes:

1 The Maiden Castle-Shirinsu (Sweet Water) tourism zone:

2. The Qalajiq tourism zone;

3. The Central tourism zone;

A The Bado-Basgal tourism zone;

5. The Lahij tourism zone.

The Maiden Castle - Shirinsu tourism zone

This tourism zone includes some of the villages in dense forests along the Ismayilli-Qabala highway. The
forests, which are flooded by people in summer, are good for ecotourism. hiking and picnicking

The village of Khanagah

Khanagah - this is what locals call the first village on the route. It is located on the seventh km of the
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Qoruglar

ismayill erazisinda 3 goruq var.

Lahic Dévlat tarix - memrlig gqoruyu
Basqal Dovlst tarix » madaniyyat qoruyu
ismayilli dévlat tabist qoruyu

ismayilli dovlat tebist gorugu

Bvvalca 1969 «cu ilda rayonun 5778 ha sahasinda yasaqliq qurulub. Boylik Qafgazin cenub yamaclarinda
yerlagan bu tabii kompleksi gorumaq magsadile 1981 -ci ilda 16700 ha saha goruq elan edilir, arazinin 87
°fe «i mesalikdir, 40 n6v mamali. 17 nov stirtinan. 4 név baliq va 104 név qus mévcuddur. Qoruyun 800 - 2250
yliksaklikdaki hissasi Topcu. 600 - 650 metr yliksaklikdaki bolimi Alazan - ayricay vadisidir. Qoruyun
Qalincaq hissasinds ov sezonunda day kegisi, day kali ovuna g¢ixmaq olur. Qoruq erazisinds yazintiys
cixarkan Qiz Qalasindan atrafa agilan m6éhtesam manzare « panorami izlemaya dayar.

Turizm

ister tabil potensialina - mineral sular, bulaglar, calbedici dayliq relyefs yora. istarse de paytaxta yaxin
olmasi sababiyle ismayilli an maragli ve an cox turist celb edan rayonlardandir. Bir hissasi Sahday Milli
Parkina daxil olan srazida turizm, alpinizm. gqayaya dirmasma va diyar idman névlarinin inkisafina yenis
imkanlar var. Turizm zonalan Gzra 5 marsrut miasyyanlasdirilib:

1 Qiz qalas! - Slrinsu turizm zonasi

2 Qalaciq turizm zonasi

3. Markazi turizm zonasi

4. Bado - Basqgal turizm zonasi

5. Lahic turizm zonasl

Qiz galasi - $irinsu turizm zonasi

Bu turizm zonasina ismayilli - Qabals sossesi iizarinda, yol kenarindaki, six mesada yerlasan kandlarin bir
qismi daxildir Qoruya daxil olan bu mesaler ekolurizm. yuriyisler. piknik Gciin yay faslinda ¢ox sayda
insanin axin etdiyi arazilardir

Xanagah kandi (7 km)

Marsrut tzarindaki ilk kends yerli dialektds Xanays deyirler, an gadim yasayis maskanlarindan hesab
olunur, awal burada mévcud olmus ibadatyahin adi ila alagadardir Kandin ilk sakinlari vaxtils Qubanin
Xanayah kendindan kégiib yalan tayfadan 5 nafer olub Burada masken saldiqdan sonra kandin simat
tapasindaki Xanayah galasini tikibler. Kendin Icarisiyle kegan dar yol Qiz Qalasi istirahat zonasina apam
Cemi 3 km aralidaki ismayilli dévlst tebist qoruguna gader yol boyunca cadir qurub yasayan insanlari,
piknikcilari gérmak olui
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Ismayilli-Qabala highway, on the left bank of the Akhokh river Khanagah is viewed as one of the oldest pop-
ulation centres in Ismayilli. The first residents of the village were five people who moved in from the v.tlage
of Khanagah in Quba District. Having resettled in the village, they built the Khanagah castle in the north of
the village

Anarrow road running through the village leads to the Maiden Castle resort centre. One can see picnickers
and people living in tents along the 3-km road to the Ismayilli state nature reserve.

The Akhokh river

Akhokh is a branch of the Goychay-Ayrichay river. The name of the river comes from the Turkic words *akh"
“akhin* (stream) and “okh* (arrow). The river has been named Akhokh because it flows through the moun-
tains very fast, like an arrow. Locals have another interesting story about the origin of this word. They say
that the word Akhokh is related to Malakans. a religious community exiled to Ismayilli from Russia in the
19th century. They say that one day the inexperienced Malakans ate so much forest fruit that they had
stomach ache. Then they started scrambling around near the river, looking for a toilet and screaming 'ah’,
“oh’. And this was how the river was named

The Maiden Castle (seventh century)

The Maiden Castle, built on a high mountaintop 10 km from the district center, is the most famous and
important historical monument in Ismayilli. It is located in the Ismayilli state nature reserve. 3km from the
main road, and near the village of Khanagah. The forest is so dense that the mountaintop gets almost no
sunlight Therefore, it is always dark and cold there. Only some of the towers and parts of the walls and fence
have remained to date. In the past, a secret tunnel linked the Maiden Castle to the Javanshir Fortress, locat-
ed in a neighboring village several kilometers away. According to various sources, the tower dates back to
the seventh, or XI-XII centuries. It was designed as a fortification on a mountaintop surrounded by steep
slopes and rocks on the right-hand side of the Akhokh river. The area of the tower is 1.5 ha. You can drive to
the resort centre also called the Maiden Castle. But from there on. you have to walk 1km to get to the cas-
tle. To climb up the castle, you have to cross a fast running mountain river on foot, which is really exciting

If you want to conquer the castle, you'd better seek help from a local resident or a worker of the resort cen-
tre It is worthwhile to climb up the castle and have a bird's eye view of the surrounding area.

The Qalajiq tourism zone

The Qalajiq tourism zone is located in the north-west of the district. It is rich in the mineral Istisu springs.
However, there is still no facility in place to use this water for recreation purposes. The area is a paradise of
waterfalls, but you have to travel over impassable roads to get to the waterfalls. The largest of the water-
falls. known as the Ana (Mother) Waterfall, is 40 to 50 m high. It comes down from a dense forest area with
steep rocks Another waterfall near the village of Qalajiq is 50m high. Awaterfall near the village of Istisu is
25 m high. These forests are rich in berries - blackberries, raspberries and mountain strawberries
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Axox cay

Goycay - ayricayin bil goludur. Turkca ak. akin, cok sozlarindon ibaratdir. Daglarin arasindan ox kimi ili
suratla axdidi ucun bola adlandiriblar. Yerli sakinlar cayin adi ila bagh mazali bir ravayat danisirlar. Guya
buralara stirgtin edilan va araziysanabalad olan malakanlar mesa meyvalarindan yeyib tstiindan da su
icince garin agrisina tutulublar. Agrinin siddstinden cay atarfinda "ax - ox* nidalari ile asad! - yuxari
qacaraq rahatlamaga yer axtariblar. Cayin adi da o vaxtdan Ax «ox qalib

Qiz Qalasi (VII asr)

Markazden 10 km masafads, dik bir dag zirvesinda tikilmis Qiz Qalasi ismayillinin an mashur ve an bdyiik
tarixi abidasidir. Xanagah kandi yaxinhginda. ismayilli Dévlst Tabist qorugunun igarisinds, yol kenarindan
3 km icerida yerlasir. Dagin Ustii ele six mesalikdir ki. araziys demak olar heg giin isigi diismur. Buna gora
da hamisa garanliq va sarin olur. Qaladan bazi birc. sadd, divarlar ve terras gisman salamat qgalib. Qiz
Qalasindan bir nece km aralida, qonsu kanddski Cavansir Qalasina gizli yeralti tunel olub. Qalanin yasi
miuxtalif manbalarda gah VII. gah da XI « X1l asrlars aid edilir. Bu. Axox ¢ayinin sag sahilinda, sart yamaclar
ve sildinm qayalarla shatslenmis dagin Gstiinds insa edilmis miidafie istehkamidir. Sahasi 1.5 hadir.
Qalaya gedan yolunun ustiinds eyni adl istirahat markazina gader avtomobills, daha sonra bir kmlik
masafani isa piyada gat etmak lazimdir. Qiz Qalasina dirmasmaq ug¢lin iti stiratle axan ¢cay! piyada kegmak
lazim galir ki. bu da amalli - bash ekstrima sabab olur. Qalani fath etmak liciin atrafda yasayan va ya isti-
rahat markazinda ¢alisan birilarindan yardim almaq maslshatdir. Zirvaya ¢ixib qus baxisiyla cevrani seyr
etmaya va bu macarani yasamaga dayar.

Qalaciq turizm zonasi

Rayonun simal «qarb istigamatinds yerlasan bu zonada istisu mineral bulaglar mévcuddur. Ancaq onlar-
dan sanatoriya kimi faydalanmaq ugiin har hansi bir baza yoxdur. Bolgs salale cennatidir. Ancaq onlari
g6rmak tgiin masaqgatli yollardan kegmak lazim galir. "Ana salale* dediklari an boyiik salale six mesanin
icarisinda sildinm qayalar arasindan AO - SO metr yiiksaklikdan tokulir. Qalacig kandinin yaxinhgindaki
diger salalenin hiindurliyii SO metr. istisu kandinin yaxinhgindaki sslalenin 2S metrdir. Bu mesalar
gilameyva cannatidir. Qara, gqirmizi morug, boytrtkan, dag ¢iyalayi ile zengindir.

Pir Davud yasayis yeri (XIIl - XIV asrlar)

Bhalisi goxdan dagilib. Yerinda galan Pir Davud ziyratgahi. daniz saviyyasindan 800 «900 metr yiiksaklikda
orta yaslari AOO - SO0 olan 30 « 35 metr hiindurliiyi olan nshang fistiq agaclari ila doludur.

Qalaciq kandi (30 km)

Toponimin kokii gala sézudir: kicik qala demakdir Cox g6zal manzarasi, tamiz havasi olan Qalaciq key-
fiyyatli. iri 6lgili sabalidlari ils taminir. ismayillida sabalid baglar olan tek kenddir Nshang sabalid
agaclari kandin batiin yollarini, baglar burtytb va har tarafs kolga salir. Quba va Qabala rayonlarinin diiz
ortasinda yerlasan ¢ox mashur bir tarixi abidays da bu kend ev sahibliyi edir.

AirMicam Dtk Tjim ODg »nv
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The Pir Davud residential area

Located near the Pir Davud cemetery, this is an old residential area dating back to XIlI-XIV centuries. Pir
Davud was a bustling population centre until early XX century. Over time, people moved to other places. But
people have always visited Pir Davud as a shrine. The area of the Pir Davud shrine. 800 to 900 m above sea
level, is full of 400 to 500-year-old and 30-35m tall beech trees.

The village of Qalajiq

Thirty kilometres from the district centre. Qalajiq is the last village on this route. Qalajiqg means a small
fortress. A famous episode of the movie Stepmother (explosion of a mountain while a boy named Ismayil
was collecting rosehips) was filmed here. That mountain lies right on the road leading to the village of
Qalajig. The road was under construction while the movie was being filmed in 1955. and it was a true explo-
sion. Up until that time, the road leading to Qalajiq was impassable and long.

Qalajig. which has a beautiful landscape and fresh air, is also known for its high quality chestnuts. It is the
only village with chestnut gardens in Ismayilli District. Large chestnut trees are everywhere in the village -
along the roads and in the gardens. Qalajiq also has a very famous historical monument located right
between the districts of Quba and Qabala.

The Qasimkhan fortress (IX-XIV centuries)

Built on rocks, the Qasimkhan fortress is located in an area called Sangar, some seven to eight kilometres
north of the village, near the source of the Goychay river. It is a medieval fortification. The fortress was pre-
sumably built between the ninth and fourteenth centuries. The fortress bears the name of Qasimkhan. an
uncle of Shamakhi ruler Mustafa khan, who had it repaired in the 18th century. It is the worst damaged
fortress in Ismayilli. Only a mud fence and debris of bricks have remained out of the fortress. In the past, a
road near the fortress led to Dagestan. Traces of that road are still there. It is said that carts would travel
over what now a wide pathway is leading to the fortress. It is a very beautiful location. You have to walk
through the remaining 2-km stretch of the road to the fortress.

The central tourism zone

This route includes the well-known villages of ivanovka and Talistan. Talistan, which is 4 km north of the
district centre, is one of the oldest population centres in Ismayilli. The name of the village comes from the
words tala (glade) and ostan (area, province). There are four ancient population centres and five cemeteries
on the outskirts of the village. The first archaeological excavations were carried out here in the 1960s. The
population centre is believed to be 2.000 years old.

The Javanshir fortress (VII century)

This fortress, which is 7 km from the district centre, is Ismayilll s pride. It is located 4 km north of the vil-
lage of Talistan. on the right bank of the Aghjachay river. You can drive to Talistan. but have to take a horse
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Qasimxan qalasi (IX ¢ XIV asrlar)

Kanddan 7 -8 km simalda. GOycay ¢ayinin manbayina yaxin. Sengar adlanan arazids, gayalarin tsttinda
yerloasir. Orta asr midafie istehkamidir. Salindig tarix IX ¢ XIV asrlare aiddir. XVIII asrde $Samaxi hakimi
Mustafa xanin smisi Qasimxan barpa etdirdiyi tigiin adi Qasimxan galasi galib. ismayillida an gox dagintiya
maruz galmis galadir. Mévcudlugu yalniz torpaq sadden ve karpic girintilarindan bilinir. Bir vaxtlar galanin
yaxinhigindan Dagistana yol gedirmis. Bu yolun izlari indiyadak durur. Hagigatan galaya gedan genis
cigirdan bir zamanlar araba ve faytonlarin kecdiyini sdylayirler, arazi ismayillinin har yerinde oldugu kimi
cox gozal, manzarali yerdir. Qalaya son 2 km masafani piyada gqalxmaq lazimdir.

Markazi turizm zonasi

Bu marsruta mashur ivanovka. Talistan kandleri daxildir. Talistan ismayillinin gadim yasayis
maskanlarindan olub, rayon markazindan 4 km simalda yerlasir. Tala yeri, talada maskan demakdir. Kend
atrafinda 4 gadim yasayis yeri va 5 mazarliq yerlasir. Burada ilk arxeoloji arasdirmalar 1960 - ci illarda
aparilib. 8razinin taxminan 2000 illik tarixi oldugu ehtimal edilir.

Cavansir galasi (VII asr)

Markszdsn 7 km aralidaki bu gala ismayillinin qiirur manbayidir Talistan kendinden 4 km simalda.
Agcacaytn sag sahilinda yerlasir. Kanda gadar masinla, kanddan sonraki masafani ise atla yaxud piyada
getmak lazimdir, asas hissa ve I¢qaladan ibaratdir. ©sas hissenin cenub divarlarinin galinhigi 2 metr,
hiindiirlilyti iss 10 metrdan goxdur. Iggala dagin an hiindir yerinda tikilib. Sahasi 2 ha-dir. ilk orta asrlars
aid mohtasem miidafie sistemidir. Burada boyiik bir dara var. Deyilanler gors, vaxtile cezalandirilanlar gal-
adan asagl, bu darays atilirmis. Mashur alban sarkardasi va gérkemli hokmdari Cavansirin (642 - 681) adi
il bagldir. Buradan 7 km masafeda yerlasan Qiz Qalasina yeralti gizli tunel yol olub. Zaman igerisinde
tunel ugub, bazi hissalar indiyadak durur. Qala arazisindaki salale var ki. bunun atrafi six mesalik arazi ideal
piknik yeridir.

ivanovka (14 km)

Goycay * Davabatan caylari arasinda. Acinohur daglarinda, daniz saviyyasindan 500 - 800 metr yiiksaklikda
ivanovka yaylas! yerlasir. Yol boyunca saligsli sapsari taxil zemilari, gara sumlanmis torpaq uzagdan
diggati ¢akir. Uzagdan yanmis araziys oxsayan bu yers catinca bunun sadaca sumlanmis torpaq oldugunu
gortrsan. Kandas aparan yollardan kandin 6ziina gadaer yollardaki saliga « sshman basga yerladan oldugca
secilir. Folkloru, adst -ananalari, maisatiyls segilir.

Kolxoz

SSRi dagildigdan sonra kolxozun dagilmadigi tek yer ivanovkadir. Kolxoz vaxtile ona uzun iller basgiliq
etmis afsanavi sadri Nikitinin adini dasiyir. ivanovka kolxozunun mahsullar paytaxtda da béyiik ragbat
goriir. Bakinin -Torqovi" kiigasinda yerlasan ivanovka magazasinda bu kandin ekoloji tamiz mahsullari
satisa gixarilir.
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orwalk to the fortress from the village. The fortress is made up of the main part and Ichqgala (inner fortress).

The southern walls of the main part of the fortress are 2 meters wide and over 10m high. The inner fortress
has been built on the mountaintop. It occupies 2 hectares of land. It is a magnificent fortification built in
the early medieval period. There is a deep valley here. It is said that, in the past convicts were dropped into
valley from the fortress. The fortress has been named after the famous Albanian ruler Javanshir (642-681).
The Mehrani dynasty, of which Tavanshir was a member, created the Girdman kingdom on the territory of
today's Ismayilli District. Under Javanshir, the rule of the Mehranis was spread to the whole of the Albanian
territory. A secret 7-km tunnel used to link the fortress to the Maiden Castle. The tunnel collapsed over time.

Only some sections of it have remained to date. There is a waterfall on the territory of the fortress.

Surrounded by a dense forest, it is an ideal location for picnicking

ivanovka

The ivanovka highland lies 500 to 800 m above sea level, between the Goychay and Davabatan rivers. Tidy,
yellow fields of corn and ploughed black farmland are spread along the road. From afar, it looks like
scorched land, but once you get closer, you realize that it is only ploughed farmland. The roads leading to
the village are much cleaner and smoother than roads in other parts of the district. ivanovka, which is dif-
ferent from other villages with its folklore and traditions, is U km from the district centre.

Kolkhoz (collective farm)

ivanovka is the only village in Azerbaijan where kolkhoz was preserved after the collapse of the Soviet
Union This kolkhoz has been named after Nikitin, the legendary leader who headed the collective farm for
many years. Agricultural produce from the ivanovka kolkhoz is in great demand in the Azerbaijani capital.
The ecologically clean products from the village are sold at the ivanovka shop in Baku's Torqovaya (current
Nizami) street.

Grape gardens

There are vast vineyards in the village Several sorts of black grapes grown in ivanovka are transported to
various wine plants for processing The ivanovka wines made of domestically grown grapes are very popu-
lar. Villagers also make wine at home, using unsophisticated methods. Visitors can buy wine in the village

Naftaran

ivanovka was formerly called Haftaran. It was renamed after Col Ivanov, who supervised the resettlement of
Malakans in Ismayilli

Who are Malakans?

Tim is a religious sect. In Russian, the word Molokan was used to describe people who were * led with words
as pure as milk .They were exiled by the ctar foi -rejecting lhe oath, the church, religious ceremonies and
the supreme leadership In the 18th century, the ancestors of Malakans were exiled to an area close to the
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Uziim baglari

Cox genis tziim sahalari var. Bunlarda becarilon gara tziim sortlan siifre sarablari hazirlanmasi Ggiin
miixtalif serab zavodlarina yollanir. Yerli tizimdan slds edilan ivanovka markali gaxirlar gox populyardir.
Amma kandlilar evlarinds kustar tisulla sarab hazirlayirlar. Kends gedanlar maraqlansalar satin ala bilarlar

Nafteran

ivanovkanin kegmis adi Nafteran olub. Malakanlari kéciirme kampaniyasina basciliq edsn polkovnik
ivanovun xatirasina kand sonradan ivanovka adlandirilib.

Malakanlar kimdir?

Molokan - rusca stid kimi pak sozlarle gidalanan kaslara deyirler. Bunlar Car tarafindan “Andi, kilsani, dini
marasimi ve ali hakimiyyati gabul etmayan' insanlar kimi stirgtin ediliblar. Ortodoks « pravoslav xtristian-
larin molokan tarigatina sitayis eden ruslarin acdadlan XVIII asrds dini inanclarina gére Hastarxana.
Mologniye Vodi deyilan cayin sahilina stirgtin edilibler. Uzun illar o cayin sahilinds yasadiqlar tgiin o
vaxtdan bu dini tarigati bele adlandiriblar. Digar versiyaya gore isa pravoslavlardan fargli olaraq oruc «
pahriz vaxti sadacs sliddan istifada etdiklarine gore Ozlarini bels ¢cagirirlar. Malakanlar XIX asrin birinci
yarisinda garizmin ruslasdirma siyasatinin bir parcasi olaraq Azarbaycana stirgtin ediliblar.

inanclar

Bunlarin dini qaydasina, inanclarina gore yasl kisiler miitleq sagqgal saxlamalidirlar. Odur ki. yasi 40 1 stisu Kandim aparan yol
kecdikdan sonra har kas sagqal buraxir. Saqqalsiz 6lmak olmaz. Uzun bayaz saqqalli, tic dilymali katan
koynak geyan yasl malakanlar rus nagillanndaki gocalar xatirladirlar. Malakanlarin kilsasi yoxdur. Onlar
adatan evlerinda ibadat edirler. Kiitlavi ayinlar isa bazar ginlari, sehar erken saatlarda hayata kegirilir.

the road itadioj lo tsbsu wSaje

Oiskoteka

ismayillinin an aylancali kendi statusuna sahib olan ivanovkada gecs hayatinin olmasi, diskoteka burani
turistler tglin daha cazibsli edir, ilin buttin fasillarinda har haftasonu taskil edilir, atrafdaki istirahat
markazlerinda dincalanlar de miitlaq diskoteka ticiin buraya tasrif buyururlar. Kand klubu gapal va aciq
hava disko va sair tadbirlarin kegirildiyi yerdir.

Motosiklet

3 tekarli motosikllar bu giina gadar ivanovkada sn populyar nagliyyat néviidiir. Bunlar tssarriifat islerinde
ivanovkalilarin islarina ¢ox yarayir. Kenda galan gonaglar t¢iin bu motosikletlarda gazintiys ¢ixmaqg an
boytlik aylancalardan biridir.
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Molochnyye Vody river in Astrakhan because of their religious beliefs. Members of the sect were named
Malakans after living near that river for many years. According to another theory, these people call them-
selves Malakans because, unlike Orthodox Russians, they use only milk (moloko in Russian) dunng the fast-
ing period. Whatever the name means. Malakans were settled in Azerbaijan in the first half of the 19th cen-
tury as part of the czar's Russification policy.

Religious beliefs

According to their beliefs, elderly people must grow beards. Therefore, every male Malakan grows a beard
after reaching the age 40. They believe that aman must have a beard before he dies. Old Malakans with long
and white beards wearing long, linen shirts with three buttons resemble elders in Russian tales. Malakans
do not have a church. They usually pray at home. Mass rituals are held in early hours on Sundays.

Disco

Ivanovka's night life and disco make the village more attractive to tourists. It has the status of the most
entertaining village in Ismayilli District. Disco nights are held here at the weekends in all seasons of the
year. Tourists from nearby resort centers also frequent the disco. Disco nights and other indoor and outdoor
events are held in the village club

Motorbikes
Three-wheel motorbikes are still the most popular means of transportation in ivanovka. The villagers find

the bikes very useful in their daily work. Tours of the village on the bikes is one of the most exciting forms
of entertainment for guests.

Houses

These are old. classic, standard one-storey Russian houses made of wood. The roofs, doors, fences and win-
dows are made of carved wood. The houses have been built in lines. There are wide roads between the lines.
The streets are also wide. There are wooden benches outside each house. Maize and sunflowers are grown
in the yards. The houses are rented out for nights or months, as there is no hotel in the village.

Russian stove

The Russian stoves are a must in houses in Ivanovka. In winter, these stoves are used for heating houses and
also for cooking. The stoves have been designed in a way that they can also be used as a bed

ivanovka bread

Shaped like a brick, a loaf of the ivanovka bread weighs 2 to 3kg. It can be used for many days before being
spoilt. It takes days several days to cook the bread, the dough of which is made of natural yeast
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Evlar

Qadim, klassik, bir martabali, taxta, standart rus evlaridir. Damlari, gapi, hasar va pancaralari islomali tax-
tadan hazirlanan evler tak sira ile diziliibler. Har siranin arasinda genis yol var. Kigalar genisdir. Har
hayatin qabaginda taxta skameykalar dincalmak tgtndur. Har evin hayatinds bag - bostan akir, qargidali,
glinebaxan yetisdirirlar. Kandda otel olmadigindan bu evlar gecalik ve ayliq olaraq kiraya verilir.

Rus sobasi

Her evde miitleq olmasi garekan atributlardan biri, maisetin vazkegilmeaz parcasidir. Qis aylarinda bu
sobalar ham evi qizdirmaga, ham da igarisinde yemak hazirlamaga lazim olur. Sobanin qurulusu eladir ki.
ustuinds yataq salib yatmaq mumktnddr.

ivanovka ¢orayi

2 «3kq agirhginda olan karpic formali ¢orak uzun middat xarab olmur. Mayali xamirdan bisirilan ¢orayin
hazirlanmasi da bir ne¢a giin ¢akir. Tobii maya ila xamirin mayalanmasini uzun middat gézlamali olurlar
lvanovkalilarin ¢orakle bagl bir devizi var: “Xleb vsemu golova’ deyirlsr.

Bu da tasadifi deyil. Barokat cox dnamlidir. Har qonagdi duz - g¢Orakle qarsilayirlar. Boyuk Vatan
miuharibasindaki acliq «safalat ¢orays olan hormati daha da artirib. Kandda an gozal bayramlardan biri 9
May « Qalaba bayramidir. Veteranlar burada gox idi. ilden ile saylan azalsa da. sag olanlar va onlarin ailaleri
miutlaq har il harbi parad kostyumlarini geyinir, medallarini taxir va 41-45 abidasinin qarsisinda toplanirlar,
ivanovkadaki digar bayramlarin hamisi dini xarakterlidir.

Matbax

ivanovka matbaxi o gader de zangin deyil. &n lazzatli yeyaceklarden birisi sobada bisen piroskilardir
Olgiilarina géra kigik olan va yerli mayali xemirdan hazirlanan piroskilarden yemakls doymaq olmur.
Kanddaki biitiin toy ve yas marasimlarinin, gonaqliglarin vazkegilmazi ve siifreds olmasi miitlaq teleb olu-
nan tak yemayi “lapsa“dir. Bu. bir név ariste yemayidir. Yerli Gziim gaxiri va ya rus adst - ananasina sadiq
olaraq stifrads buttin név marasimlards vodka servis edilir.

Bado - Basqal turizm zonasl

Bado

Marsrutun ilk dayanacagidir. Buradan gixan kikirdli mineral su mualicavi xassalidir. Buradan bir gadar
aralida yerlagan 7 bulaq bolgasi de turizm cennati hesab edilir. Yiiksak dagliq < mesalik arazida bir - birina
yaxin 7 bulagin atrafi yay istisindan qacanlar tgclin yaxsi caradir. Bado - Basqal turizm zonasi tarixi
abidalarls zangindir. Clinki bu tarixi abidalarin atrafinda he¢ bir turizm infrastrukturu yoxdur, yol
cakilmayib. Piyada ve ya atla sayahat etmak miimkin olan tarixi abidaler Xan galasi (XII - X1l asr). Haram
qalast. Fit galasidir.
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The ivanovka residents have a motto. "Khleb vsemu golova”. They say this is not by chance. Bread is very
important. The villagers meet their guests with salt and bread. The starvation during the Second World War
made people respect bread more.

One of the most important holidays in ivanovka is the 9 May Victory Day. The village used to have many
veterans of the war. but their number dwindles every passing year. On9 May. the veterans and their family
members wear their parade costumes, put on their medals and come together near the monument to the
1941-1945 war. All other festivals in ivanovka are religious in nature

Cuisine

Ivanovka's cuisine is not very rich. One of the most delicious dishes is piroshki. which are cooked in a stove.
Small in size, piroshki are made of dough with yeast. They are really tasty. Another dish, called lapsha. is a
must in wedding parties and funerals in the village.

What is lapsha?

It looks like arishta (Azeri dish). Thin layers of dough are cut into very small pieces and boiled in chicken
flavoured water. Chicken is sliced into very small pieces and added to the meal before being served Local
grape wine or vodka is served in all ceremonies in keeping with the Russian traditions.

The Bado-Basqal tourism zone

Bado is the first stop on the route. Its sulphuric mineral water has healing effects. Located on a roadside, it
is the most popular stop for travellers, especially in summer. The Seven Springs area, which is a little far-
ther. is also viewed as heaven for tourists. Seven springs located close to each other in an area of high moun-
tains and forest are good for people fleeing the scorching heat. The Bado-Basqgal tourism zone is rich in his-
torical monuments. It takes several days to visit all the monuments, because there is no tourism infrastruc-
ture. no roads around the monuments. Let us have a look at the monuments that can be reached on foot or
on horses: The Khan fortress (X11-XIII centuries). The Haram fortress. The Fit fortress

The village of Basqal (56 km)

Basgal, which in a way resembles the Old Town in Baku, is amazingly tidy. The village was the administra-
tive center of the district until 1933. There is a piece of national music. Basqali. dedicated to the village
Parts of the movie 'On Faraway Shores“ were filmed here Although the village is a reserve, modern build-
ings have been constructed here in recent years. The historical architecture of the village has been affect-
ed by this

Architecture

Basqal is very different with its narrow streets paved with cobblestones, and also with its unique houses
built with pebbles. The most interesting feature of the houses is that they all look to the kiblah. Unlike build-
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Basqal kandi (56 km)

Bir baxisda Bakinin Icaussharini xatirladan Basqal saligasi ila heyranlig oyandirir. Kand 1933 - cii ile kimi
rayon markezi olub Bu kandin sarefine Basgali adlanan milli musigi némresi de var Qorug olmasina
ragmsan kandds son illards aparilan modern ev insaatlari buranin tarixi memarhgina zarar verir.

Memarligi

Dar kiigalari, yerlara dosenmis cay daslari va eyni daslardan tikilmis orijinal evlari ila cox fergli otantik
qurulusa sahib yerdir. Basqal evlarinin an maraql xtisusiyyati odur ki. bunlarin hamisi Gizii giblays taraf tik-
ilib. Digar yerlardan farqgli olaraq, hals XVII asrda bu evlarin i¢arisinde hamam da qurasdirilib. Saligali
kugalards, sira ila tikilmis evlarin hamisinin hayatyani sahasi var. Evler 2 martabalidir. Birinci marteba
sakinlarin ixtiyar vaxtlari ve tasarriifat ticiin nazards tutulub. Evler zalzalays davamli tikilib. Cay daslarinin
arasina, har 5 - 6 gatdan bir agac katillar goyulub. Buna miitaxassislar "seysmik kamar" deyirlar.

Mahallaler

Basqalda 5 boylik mahalls var. ©n boyilyl Qosabulag ve Damirgi bazaridir. &n gadim mahalls ise
Kalakiicadir. Tepads ‘Mollanin yeri“adlanan gqirmizimtil yovsanh bir tala var. Diizen gabirstanliginda an az
500 illik gabirlar var. Dafn olunanlarin kimliyi, senati, 6lim tarixi ve sair malumatlar yazilan mazaristi
daslar, kitabalar coxdur.

Damirci bazari

Genis meydan gasabanin markazidir. Bura ke¢misda, uzun illar Basgalin madaniyyat va ticarat markazi
olub. Bazar meydanindan Sayad dagma. Fit dagina ve atraf mesalara gozal bir manzara acilir. Qasabanin
yegansa tarixi hamami XVII asrdan galib. Basqgal tarixi tpak yolunun dayanacagidir. Karvanlarin gonagladigi.
ticarot etdiyi yer olan Bazar meydaninda har zaman bollug olub. Mahalladaki XVI asr Xan ginar el
nahangdir ki. gdvdaesindaki genis oyuqgda bir zamanlar cayxana ve barbar diikani olub. Haci Badal mascidi
(XIX asr) . al Faqir Seyx Sefai ibn Seyx Mshammad mascidi (XVII asr) kandin salamat qalmis tarixi
mascidlaridir

Kuraband (XII asr)

Basqal kanalizasiya sistemi bele adlanir. Bu sebaka el qurulub ki. girkab su. tistii sal daslarla ortiilu saliga
ila hortlmus borularla 6z axan ile tiziiasag! yonaldilib. Yerin altindan ¢akilan bu sistem ela insa edilib ki.
kirli sularin eynan Lahicda oldugu kimi hara axdigini sakinlar hala da bilmirlar.

Toponim

Turkca bas va gal ifadalarinin birlasmasindan amals galib. Qala qur. gala ucalt manalarini verir. Basqgallilar
Tabriz lahcasina yaxin siva il danigirlar. G. ¢ ve ¢ harflerinin dayisik talaffiizii danisiglarina farqli rang gatir
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ings in other parts of the district, the houses in Basqal had indoor bathrooms even in the 18th century. The
streets are clean and tidy. There are yards outside houses built in lines. These are two-storey houses. The
first floor is used as a living space after the owners become old. It Is also used for agricultural needs.

The houses are capable of withstanding earthquakes. There are wooden layers between every five or six tiers
of pebble on the walls. This is what experts call ‘'seismic belts".

Residential quarters

There are five large residential quarters in Basqgal. The larger ones are Qoshabulaq (twin springs) and the
Damirchi (blacksmith) bazaar. The oldest of the quarters is Kalakucha. There are 500-year-old graves in the
Duzan cemetery. Many of the gravestones contain information about the identity of the dead, their profes-
sion. the date of death, etc

Blacksmith bazaar

There is a large square in the centre of the residential quarter. This square used to be Basqgal's cultural and
commercial centre for many years. There is a beautiful view of the Sayad mountain, the Fit fortress and the
surrounding forests from the bazaar square. The only historical bath of the settlement dates back to the
17th century. Basqal was a stop on the old Silk Road. Goods were in abundance on the Basqgal square, where
caravans used to stop for trade. A 16th-century plane tree in the quarter is so huge that a hollow in its trunk
was used as a tea house and as a barber’s shop. Several mosques in the village that are survived: The Haji
Badal mosque (XIX century). The Al-Faqir Sheikh Safai ibn Sheikh Mahammad mosque (17th century),
Kuraband (XII century)

Toponym

Basgal is a pure Turkic word. The late academician Ziya Bunyadov believed that Basqal was a combination
of two words - bas and gal. It means 'storm a fortress", ‘build a fortress’, or ‘erect a fortress'. Basqal resi-
dents speak with an accent close to the Tabriz dialect. Their speech is colorful with specific pronunciation
of the sounds ‘g*. ‘jHand ‘ch".

History

Research carried out in Basgal in the 1980s revealed its 2.000-year history. Historians say that Basqal exist-
ed in the fourth century AD. The south-east of Basgal was an old population center rich in ancient and
medieval monuments. Basqal was part of the Albanian state, which existed BC. It gained political, econom-
ic and strategic importance because of its suitable geographic location.

Silk production

In the middle ages. Shirvan was an important centre of textile manufacturing. Shaki received the silk pro-
duction know-how from Basqal. Up until recently, almost every house in Basqgal had silk weaving machines.
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1980 - ci illarda aparilan arasdirmalar buranin 2000 illik ke¢cmisindan xabar verir. Tarixgilorin fikrince
Basqal hala IV asrde movcud olub. Basgalin cenub - sarginde yerlasen antik ve orta asre aid abidalarla
zangin arazi gadim insan maskani olub. Miladdan awal mévcud olan Alban dovlatine mansub idi. srazi
tarixan alverisli cografi mévgedas yerlasib ki. bu da siyasi ve iqtisadi - slarteji shamiyyat kasb etmasina
sabab olub.

ipakailik

Orta asrlarda Sirvanin boyiik toxuculug ve sanatkarliq markazlerindan biri olub. $akiys da ipakgilik
Basqaldan gedib. Demak olar buttin evlarda yaxin ke¢cmisa gadar ipak toxucu dazgahlart vardi. Boyagiliq
toxuculug, ipakgilik nasildan nasle kegarak inkisaf edib. ipakdan hazirlanan an populyar mahsul kalagayi
olub.

Kalagay!

Kegan asrin 60 - ci illarina kimi Basqaldaki har evds kalagay! toxunurdu. SSRi dagildigdan sonra bazara
qonsu dévlatlarden miixtalif ciir mallar, o cimledan Ortiikler, sallar da daxil oldu. Bununla da kslagay!
gozden disdi. Hazirda Basqalda kalagay: sexi faaliyyat gosterir ve ipak kalagayilardan artiq basqa mod-
ellar da hazirlayirlar.

Kalagayi cox zarif, gox inca, toxundugca insana xos galan yumsagligda, mixtalif dlculii milli bas ortuyadar,
aslinda tarixan kalagay istar kasib ve istarsa de zangin tebagada Azarbaycan xanimlarinin an asas geyim
atributlarindan olub. Ganclar Ggln, yashlar Gglin va hatta marasimlar Gctin kalagayilar vardi. Toy zamani
galinin basina qirmizi kalagayi orter, yasda har kas gara kalagayiya burtanardi. Glindalik istifada tctin krem.
gahve ve ya beyaz kelagayilar baglanardi. Tarixan ipakgilik markazi oldugundan Azarbaycan milli
geyimlarinda ipak parcalardan genis istifade edilib. XIX asrin birinci yarisindan baslayarag 8asgalda
hazirlanan ipak mamulatlarin sorag xarici bazarlardan esidilib. 1862 -ci ilde Azarbaycan ilk defe Londonda
kegirilon Umumdinya sargisinda istirak edibler. Hamin sargide basqalli toxucu Nasir Abduleziz oglu
numayis etdirdiyi nafis kalagay! ve zerif qanovuz pargaya goére serginin giimis medali ve diplomla
mikafatlandirilib.

Gmraki
Basqal yaxinhginda, kenddan 2 km aralida, dag basinda yerlasan an populyar mess - dag istirahat zonasi

bels adlanir, smir saxs adl. ya da ordu bascisi kimi izah edilir. Toponim amir dagi manasina galir, srazide
eyni adli dag. mess, otel-restoran, bulaq var.

Pip agaci - pip dolmasi

Bu mesalarda bitan meyvasiz agacdir. Amma yarpadi ilo yerli matbaxin an laziz teamlarindan biri bisirilir.
Yaz ayinda agaclar yeni ¢i¢ak acdigi zaman, yarpaqlar ¢cox teze va yumsaq ikan taza - tar pip yarpagindan

Armblrsi O/ Yu» K iy tibtarj



130 ISMAYILLI

Silk production, dyeing and weaving skills passed down to generations and evolved. The most popular prod-
uct made of silk was kalagayi (a female head cover)

Kalagayi

Kalagayis were weaved in every house in Basqal until the 1960s. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the
market was flooded by foreign products. Including head covers and scarves. Thus, the demand for kalagayis
fell. Currently, there is a small kalagayi factory in Basqal. It now makes other models of silk kalagayis as
well.

Akalagayi is a fine and pleasantly soft traditional head cover. Kalagayis were one of the most important
items of clothing for both poor and rich Azeri ladies. There were special kalagayis for young and old ladies,
and also for different ceremonies. During weddings, bride would wear red kalagayis. In funerals, all women
wore black kalagayis. On a normal day. milky, brown or white kalagayis were used.

Historically. Azerbaijan has been known as a centre of silk production, therefore, silk has been widely used
in traditional clothing

Starting the first half of the 19th century, silk products made in Basgal became known in foreign markets.
For the first time in 1862. Azerbaijan participated in an international exhibition held in London. A weaver
from Basqal. Nasir Abdulaziz oglu, won the silver medal and got a diploma for the fine kalagayi and cloth
he displayed at the exhibition.

Amraki

It is the most popular forest and mountain resort centre located on a mountaintop 2 km from Basqal. Amir
Is a male name. It also means an army commander. The toponym (Amraki) means the ‘Amir Mountain’. A
mountain, a forest, a hotel-restaurant and a spring in that area are also called Amraki.

The Pip tree- pip dolma

This tree, grown in these forests, produces no fruit. But one of the most delicious dishes of the local cuisine
is made of the leaves of the Pir tree. The fresh leaves are collected in the spring, in mid-April when trees start
to blossom, and are used in cooking dolma. The fresh leaves are marinated for about 10 days. Dolma made
of Pir leaves is a must in Basqal. If you do not get the chance to taste it in Basgal, you can buy marinated
Pir leaves, which are available everywhere in Basqal, and make your own dolma at home.

The Lahij tourism zone

Small villages are scattered over mountain slopes all along the road to Lahij. The landscape of the valley is
extremely beautiful.
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dolma bisirirlar. Bu da aprel ayinin ortalarinda bas verir. Toaxminan 10 glin arzinds toplanan tezs yarpaglar
marinad edilir. Basqala galib pip doimasindan yemadan buradan getmak giinahdir, ager yeya bilmasaniz,
arazida har yerds pip yarpaq marinadlari satilir. Alib evinizds sinaya bilarsiniz.

Lahic turizm zonas!

Lahica aparan yollarda, dag yamacina sapalanmis kigik kandlar var, Dars boyunca févgslades gozalliys sahib
manzarays doymag olmur.

Asma Korpl va Girdmancay

isi olan ve olmayan har kasin yolda ayaq saxlayib, mutlaq Ustindan kec¢diyi mashur korpudir. Is
orasindadir ki. bu dere boyunca axan Girdmancay ¢ox dali caydir. Yazda ve payizda macrasina sigmayan
Girdman ¢ayinin saqqiltisindan qulaq tutulur. Bir az yaginti disan kimi, cosub dasir va qarsisina ¢ixan har
seyi yuyur, dagidir. Heg bir korpiiys ram olmayan bu ¢ayin yeganas carasi asma korpudiir. Yiizlerle korpii
dagildigdan sonra, nahayatinda gox yiiksak olan bu asma demir kérpini insa etdiler. Ekstrim. adrenalin
havaskarlan t¢lin ala aylancadir.

Namazgah

Vaxtila buradan kegan karvanlarin dayanacagi olub. Burada namazlarini qilib, yemak yeyib, dincalib yol-
larina davam ediblar. Ctinki bu arazi dar dag yollarinda an genis sahasi olan tek yerdir. Namazgah mineral
sufre suyu ile mashurdur. Burada qurudulmus bitkiler satirlar, straf dag ve mesada bitan na gadar gigek
varsa, hamisini toplayir, qurudur va su giymatina da satirlar. Kaklik otu. yovsan, yarpiz, itburnu, banévss,
¢obanyastigi - ne axtarsaniz var. Bunlarin hamisi mualice magsadils istifads edilir. Qarin, mada - bagirsaq
va bas agrisi, tazyiq ve 6skiirek sokiicti dermanlar satilir. Hansi gigayin nays faydali oldugunu yerlilar gox
yaxs! bilirler. Xalis Lahic bali almaq isteyanlar buradakilara giivena bilarlar. Kilosu an az 25 AZN-dan
baslayir. Babadag ziyaratcilari da uzun yolculuglari sirasinda dincalmak ve namaz gilmaq tctin burani
segcirlar.

Babadag (3629 m)

Bas Qafqgaz silsilasinin cenub-sarginda. Quba ve Ismayilli rayonlari serhadindadir. Babadaga digar yol Quba
*Qonagkand - Qarxun kandlarindan kegir. Bu. daha ¢atin va tahliikali yoldur. Bu sababls 6lkanin an yliksak
zirvalerindan birina getmak lgiin Lahic yoluna daha cox stiinliik verirlor. Dagin simal ve simal - cenub
yamadan bitkisizdir. Qaragay, Valvale ve Girdiman caylari burdan baslayir. il boyu zirvesi garli olan
Babadagin yaxinhiginda, daniz saviyyasindan 3400 - 3500 metr yiiksaklikda, bir « biri ilo yanasi 3 tabii gol
yerlasir.

Hazrat Baba ziyaratgahi

Olkanin an mashur ziyaratgahlarindan olan Babadaga aparan yollar sadaca 45 giin agiq olur, iyul - avqust
aylarinda buraya ziyarate gedsn masinlar dara boyunca uzun bir karvan amals gatirir. KAMAZ va Sovet
usulu boylik avtobuslarla har kas Babanin yanina talasir.
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Suspension bridge and Girdmanchay

This is the famous bridge over Girdmanchay, which is flowing fast through the valley. In spring and autumn,
the river overflows, making a lot of noise. Every time when there is rain, the river breaks its banks, destroy-
ing everything on the way. This iron suspension bridge was built high on the river after it had destroyed
hundreds of regular bridges. It is very good for those seeking excitement and adrenaline

Namazgah

It used to be a slop for caravans. Merchants stopped here to pray, to eat and have a rest, as it was the most
spacious area on the mountain pathway. Namazgah is known for its mineral water. Herbs from the surround-
ing mountains and forest are collected, dried and sold here very cheaply. You can find everything here -
oregano, wormwood, mint, camomile and violets. These herbs are used for medical purposes, for the treat-
ment of stomachache, headache, blood pressure and cough, locals are really experts on the herbs. They
know which herb is good for a particular disease. Pure lahij honey can be found here. Akilo of the honey

costs at least 25 manats. Pilgrims to Babadag also stop here to have a rest and pray.

Babadag (3,629 m)

Babadag is located in the south-east of the Great Caucasus range, on the border between the Quba and
Ismayilli districts. Another route to Babadag starts in Quba and goes through the villages of Qonagkand and
Qarkhun. It is a more difficult and dangerous route. Therefore, many people prefer the Lahij route to get to
Babadag. one of the country's highest peaks that is covered in snow throughout the year. The northern and
southern slopes of the mountain are barren. The Qarachay, Valvala and Girdman rivers originate from here.
There are three natural lakes located side by side near Babadag. 3.400-3.500m above sea level.

The Hazrat Baba shrine

The roads to Babadag. one of the country's most revered places of worship, are open for only 45 days
throughout the year. The vehicles of pilgrims form a long convoy along the valley in July and August.
Traveling in Kamaz lorries and Soviet-made buses, everybody is anxious to see the Baba (grandfather)

Legend

Nana (grandmother), one of the companions of the prophet Adam, has been buried on a slope of the moun-
tain. and Baba disappeared on the mountaintop. Closer to the peak, there is the Valley of Devil and the Musa
spring, which is similar to the Zamzam spring (in Mecca). Pilgrims first visit Nana's grave, and then follow
the dangerous route up to the mountain. Then they stone the devil, drink water from the Musa spring and
finally climb up the peak, where they pray for Baba.
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ofsana

Dagin atayinda Adam peygambarin ashabalarindan biri olan Nana dafn edilib, dagin zirvasinds isa Baba
geyb olub. Dagin zirvasina yaxinhiginda $eytan Darasi va Zamzam bulaginin banzari olan Musa bulag var.
insanlar ilk 6nca Nane gabrini ziyarat edir, sonra tahliikeli yolu olan daga dirmagir. Seytana das atir. Musa
bulagindan su igir va nahayat, zirvays qalxaraq Babanin ruhuna dualar oxuyur, niyyat edirlar.

Lahic (37 km)

Bakidan 180 km simal «qgarbda. Boyiik Qafgazin atayinda. Girdmangayin sol sahilinda, okean saviyyasindan
1100 - 1200 metr yiksaklikde yerlasan kend az meylli yamacda salinib. Lahic agirmi méhtagsem Niyaldag
silsilasinin suayiricindadir. Hiundurliyt taqgriben 1700 metrdir, dar va ¢atin kegilandir. Yollar tahliikali olsa
da. il boyunca buraya avtomobille getmak olur. 7 dag arxasinda salinmis Lahicda bitiin Serq seharlarindaki
ananalara xas bir cahat var. Tarixan burada 7 dag shatasinds 7 mahalla. 7 bulag. 7 mascid. 7 hamam va sair
movcud olub. Lahicda har sey 7 raqami ila baglidir.

Niyal dag

Lahicin gozalliklerindan, atributlarindan biri de Niyal dagdir. Niyal dagl deve belina oxsar 9 yaldan
ibaratdir. Bu yal silsilasi dava karvanini xatirladir. Kand atrafinda ¢ay daralari boyu at gazintisi etmak olar.
Hamin gazinti zamani bazi tabii - tarixi abidalarla garsilasmagq olar.

Girdman galasi

VIl asrda Girdman dévlatinin markazi, indiki Lahic gasabasinin oldugu zamanlarda galanin asasi qoyulub.
Markazdan 37 km sarqda. Girdman cayinin sol sahilinda yerlasan bu abida gadim Albaniyanin alinmaz
galalarindan olub.

Tarixi

Antik Sadun saharinin qaliglari, na vaxtsa burda yerlesmis gadim Girdman saharinin izleri bu giina gadar
galmagdadir. 2000 il yasi oldugu ehtimal edilan Lahic 6 «ci asrin sonu. 7 -ci asrin avvallerinda son Alban
dovlstinin hékmdarlari olan Mehranilsr siilalasinin birinci niimayandasi Mehran tarafindan salinib, avvalca
son Alban dovlati Girdman knyazhginin, daha sonra isa Laziyan malikliyinin siyasi - inzibati markazi, o
ctimladan son Alban hokmdari, knyaz Cavansirin yay igamatgahi olub.

Ravayat

Deyilanlars géra Lahicin asasi Sasani sahi | Keyxosrov terafinden qoyulub. Onun idaragiliyi dévriinds iran -
Turan miharibaleri gedirdi, iranla Turanin uzun ve yorucu dismangiliyinden bezen | Keyxosrov
hakimiyyatdan al gakarak irani terk edir. Oz yerini gardasi ogluna tapsirir va Lahic tersflers gslir. Buranin
gozalliyi, iglimi, tebisti sahi calb etdiyindan, émriinin axirina gader Lahicda galmagi gararlasdirir. iranin
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Lahij

It is a village 180 km north-west of Baku, and 37 km east of the district centre. Lahij is located on a slope of
the Great Caucasus range, on the left bank of Girdmanchay 1.100-1.200m above sea level. There are the
Qovdagh (2.437 m) and Niyaldagh (2.322 m) ranges nearby. The roads to Lahij are open throughout the year
although they can be dangerous. As a typical Eastern town, everything in Lahij is connected with the num-
ber 7 (seven). Historically, there have been seven residential quarters surrounded by seven mountains,
seven springs, seven mosques and seven baths in Lahij

The Niyaldag mountain

One of the beauties and attributes of Lahij is the Niyaldag mountain. It is made up of nine hills resembling
camel humps. This range of hills looks like a caravan. You can ride along the river valleys outside the village
on horses. There are some historical and natural monuments in the valleys.

The Girdman fortress

The fortress was built in the seventh century, when Lahij was the capital of the state of Girdman Located 37
km east of the district centre, on the left bank of the Girdman river, it was one of the impregnable fortress-
es in ancient Albania.

History

The ruins of the ancient town of Sadun and the traces of an old Girdman town are still there Lahic was built
by Mehran. the founder of the Mehrani dynasty, in late sixth and early seventh centuries. The Mehranis were
the last rulers of Albania. Lahij was first the political center of Girdman (the last Albanian state), and then
the capital of the state of Laziyan. It was also a summer residence for Javanshir. the last ruler of Albania

Legend

It is said that Lahij was founded by Sassanid shah Kaykhosrov I. During his rule. Iran was fighting a war with
Turan. Tired of the long and exhausting war. Kaykhosrov | abdicated and left Iran. He appointed his nephew
as king and traveled to Lahij. Kaykhosrov was so impressed by the beauty, climate and nature of Lahij that
he decided to stay here until the end of his life He named the area Lahij after Iran's Lahijan region It is even
said that Kaykhosrov's grave is in the old cemetery in Lahij

Toponym

There have been several variant spellings of the name, such as Lanjan. Al-Ayjan. Al-Akhbaz. Layijan and
Liran. Some people say Lahij was the name of a tribe Others say the toponym is related to the Lahijan
region in Iran’s Gilan province There is a famous legend about the toponym
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lahican ayalstinin sarafina bu yerlari lahic adlandirir. Hatta Lahicin kéhna gabirstanliginda Keyxosrovun
gabri oldugu guman edilir

Toponim

Lancan. al « aycan. al * Axbaz. Layican. liran formalarinda islenib. Bazilari lahici tayfa adi ila
alagalendirirler. Digarlari Gilanin Lahican ayalatindan galanlerin bu adi saxladiglarini geyd edirlar.
Toponimla bagh bir revayat genis yayilib:

Ravayat

Qadimda iranda La sahari var imI$. Bir dafe giiclii zalzale bag verir. Bundan sonra sahar virana galir va xabar
yayilr ki. La heg. Yani la sahari hec olub. Otarixdan sonra Lahic adi meydana ¢ixib. Basga bir ehtimala gora
isa Lahic Baba daginda yerlasen 'Hazrat Baba' ziyaratgahinin yolu Ustiinds yerlasir, ereb dilinds la
istigamat bildirir. Hacc séziiniin manasi isa aydindir. Yani Lahic sézii "Hacc yolu" manasini verir.

Lahic Dévlat Tarix Memarliq Qorugu

1980 - ci ilds yaradilib. 80 ha sahasi olan qoruq arazisinda 93 adad tikili tarix ve madaniyyat abidasi
muhafiza olunur ki. bunlardan 71-i saxsi yasayis evlari. 22-si isa muxtalif tayinatli tikililardir. Sahdag Milli
Parkinin hissasi sayilan goruq agiq hava altinda muzeyi xatirladir. Lahic muzeyi 1914 -ci ilda tikilan Agolu
mascidinda 198S -ci ildan faaliyyat gostarir.

Turizm

Azarbaycanda gonaglari ingilis dilinda garsilayan yegana kanddir. Kendin girisindaki 'Welcome to Lahic’
yazisini goranlar Gg¢iin har sey haman aydin olur. Bura yerli - xarici bittn turistlara ilin buttn fasillarinda
xidmat edan nadir, balka da tak yerdir. Muzey yanindaki turizm informasiya biirosunda kirays evlar, tarixi -
tobii abidaler, gazintilar hagqqinda butiin malumati toplamaqg va baladgi tutmag olar. Qoruq tizre bir nega
istigamatde sayahat gergaklasdirmak mumkindir. Lahic atrafi turlara gatimaga deysr. 1505 metr
yiiksaklikda. Pester cayl. Pestar daryasi boyunca iizii daglara ve mesa istigamatinde mikemmal manzare,
panoram, bulaglar ve yol boyunca muxtalif yerds va tebagada salalsler var. an yaxini 2 km masafadadir.

Lahicin kugalarina yagis ve qgar yaganda torpaq dosemani yuyub aparmasin deys basdan ayaga das
désenib. ikimartabali evlerin hamisi gay dasindan tikilib. Her 60 = 70 smdan bir bu daslarin arasina agac
katil - karkas, panceralara bazakli demir barmaqliq vurulur. Qadim taxta gapilarda demir doyaclar var.

Olkanin an gox turist gsbul edan kandi olmasina regman burada hals ki. otel yoxdur. Bunun avazins kiraya
evlar var. Lahicdaki on mashur ev Hacinin evidir. Bu tarixi abida 72 otaglidir. Uzagdan diqgat ¢akir. Amma
daraya yaxin oldugundan gisman ovulub. Umumiyyatla. Lahic seller - sular tziindan yavas * yavas yox
olmagq tahliikasi ila Gz - tizadir.

Bitiin mahallalaida su bulaglari var. Her kas mis sehanglarda evlarina su dasiyir. Lahic sakinlarinin faxrle
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Utetin mis samorarlari da maihurdur

The ceor saoovars ol lahij aie alsolameos

Legend

In the distant past, there was a town in Iran called La. One day. the town was obliterated by a powerful
earthquake. People started telling each other: ‘La hech". which means the town of Lahij has gone. Thus, the
name Lahij emerged.

According to another theory. Lahij is made up of the words la and Hajj. Lahij is lying on the road to the
Hazrat Baba shrine on the Babadag mountain. In Arabic, la meansdirection. So Lahij means the road to Hajj.

The Lahij State History and Architecture Reserve

The reserve was established in 1980. Ninety-three buildings in 80 hectares of land are protected as histori-
cal and cultural monuments. Of the buildings. 71 are residential. The other 22 are for various purposes. The
reserve, which is part of the Shahdagh National Park, is like an outdoor museum. The Lahij museum was
established in 198S in the Agolu mosque, which was built in 1914.

Tourism

In Azerbaijan. Lahij is the only village where visitors are greeted in English. A poster erected at the entrance
to the village reads: "Welcome to Lahij*. This is a unique, and probably the only place where local and for-
eign tourists are provided with services throughout the year. At the tourism information bureau near the
museum, you can get any information about houses for rent, historical and natural monuments, and tours
of the town. You can also hire a guide. There are tour opportunities in several directions within the reserve.
Tours of the Lahij suburbs are worth joining. There is a beautiful view of the mountains and forest from the
Peshtar river and Peshtar lake 1,505m above sea level. There are also springs and waterfalls along the road.
The closest one is 2 km away. Tours within Lahij are the most popular. What can be of interest in the village?

To prevent erosion by rain and snow, the streets in Lahij have been fully paved with stones. All of the two-
storey houses have been built of pebbles. There are wooden layers between every 60-70 cm of pebble on
the walls. Attached to the windows are decorated iron grids. There are also iron beaters on the old wooden
doors,

There is still no hotel in Lahij although it receives more tourists than any other village in the country.
Instead, there are houses for rent. The best known house in Lahij is the one owned by Haiji. This historical
monument stands out with its 72 rooms. As the building is close to the valley, it has been partly washed
away. Generally speaking. Lahij is facing the threat of gradual destruction by rains and floods.

There are springs in all the residential quarters. Everybody takes water home in copper jugs. Lahij residents
boast about their sewage system, which was built in the ninth century, although nobody here really knows
where the waste water flows to.

There used to be many baths in Lahij. Only two of them have remained todate. One of them is the Haji Molla
Huseyn bath, built in the 19th century. Heated by wood, the bath is half-dark inside. The bath serves men
on even days, and women on odd days. It is almost never vacant. Some customers enjoy themselves by rent-
ing the bath entirely.
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bahs etdiyi kanalizasiya sistemi IX asrda qurulsa da. burada kirli sularin haraya apardigini bu giina gadar
da bilan yoxdur.

Bvvaller sayi ¢ox olan hamamlardan miasir dovre sadaca 2 danasi galib ¢ixib. Onlardan biri XIX asre aid
Haci Molla Hiiseyn hamamidir. Odunla gizdirilan hamamin igarisi yariqaranliq olur. Burada bir gayda olaraq
tak gtinlerds kisilar, ctit ginlards xanimlar ¢imir. Demak olar heg vaxt i¢i bos galmir. Bazan hamampulunu
artiglamasiyla 6dayan miustariler hamami tamamils 6zlari tgctin kirayslayarak safasini ¢akirlar.

Sanatkarligq

Qadim senatkarlig markazinda nalbandlar. xalcaciliq, demirgilik, toxuculug, qalayciliq da indiys gadar
yasayan sanatlordir. XIX asrin ortalarinda Lahicda 200 den artiq senatkar emalatxanalari faaliyyat
gostarirdi. Burada 127 nov pesa istigamatlari olub.

Misgarlik

Lahic sakinlarinin an asas ¢corak agaci, tarixan an populyar senat misgarlik olub. Bu da tabiidir, avvallar mis
qablar maisatin vazkecilmaz parcasi idi. indi maigatda istifade edilmadiyinden misdan daha cox suvenir
asya hazirlayirlar. XIX asrda Lahicda 60 «dan artiq misgar olub, an gadim al sanatlerindan olan misgarlik
ailadan ailays otlrtlir ve asla unudulmur. Odur ki. bazan kenardan birisi usagini gatirib bu ustalara
deyanda ki. bir il yaninizda qalib sanati 6yransin, lahich misgarlar guliirler. Clinki onlara gora bu isi gérmak
uglin bir insan mis qoxusuyla boytimali, dezgahm atrafinda terbiys olunmaldir. XVIII « XIX esrlerda
misgarlik va silah istehsalat markazlerindan olan Lahicda misaritma ocaqlari hale de durur. Yerli ustalarin
dizsltdikleri al islari Orta Asiya. Dagistan. Giirctistan. iran. Tiirkiys va diger yerlards taninib. 1717 - 1718 -
ci illarda lahich usta Nacafqulunun diizaltdiyi samovarlar ¢ox mashur olub. Bura har manada tamamils
fargli duygular yasadan yerdir. Evlarin hayatinda tandirxana var. Sahar saat 7 -do Lahic kiigalarinda, har
evin darvazasi qarsisinda yenica tandirdan gixmis isti ¢oreklardan satin almaq olar. Kend magazalarinda
qgoyun va ya keci pendirini tapib samovar cayi ile edilan gozal bir galyanaltinin ve heyva yarpagindan
bisirilmis xtsusi Lahic dolmasinin dadi uzun miiddst damaqda qgalr.
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Craftsmanship

In this old centre of craftsmanship, there are still blacksmith’s shops, as well as workshops producing horse-
shoes. carpets, clothes and tin. In mid 19th century, there were over 200 workshops in Lahij. There used to

be 127 professions here.

Copper works

Traditionally, making artefacts of copper has been the main source of income and the most popular profes-
sion in Lahij. And this was not by chance. Copper items used to be an inseparable part of everyday life. But
it is no longer the case. Now mostly souvenirs are made of copper. There were more than 60 coppersmiths
Lahij in the 19th century. Coppersmith skills are never forgotten. They are passed down through genera-
tions. This is why. Lahiji coppersmiths laugh at people who ask them to teach the skills to their children
within a year, because they believe that a man has to grow up smelling copper in order to become a good
coppersmith. Lahij was a center of misgarlik and arms production in the 18th and 19th centuries. Copper
melting sites in Lahij have remained to date. Works by local craftsmen have achieved fame in Central Asia.
Dagestan. Georgia. Iran, Turkey and other places. Samovars made by Lahij resident Najafqulu in 1717-1718
were very well-known at the time

This is a place that arouses completely different feelings. There are tandirkhanas (bakeries) in the yards.
You can buy freshly baked bread from any house in Lahij at 0700 in the morning. You will always remem-
ber the nice breakfast you will have with cheese (made of sheep or goat milk) from a local shop and samovar
tea. In Lahij. there is a meal which visitors want to have again upon their return to the village. This is also
the meal that is advised to people planning to visit Lahij.
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Soki qalasinin icindek* Akisa astudi. S-ci ost

Shaki

| first visited Saki in winter 1991. The red roofs of the town, nestled in a valley, were covered with dazzling-
ly white snow through which smoking chimneys peeped out. | felt as though | were in the 18th century, in
a magical town, and caught myself thinking: Til come back here. I'll definitely come back. And not just
once." My intuition did not let me down. Many years later | have travelled the length and breadth of Saki.
savouring all its charms. And | advise you to do the same. Saki is one of the finest and most unusual parts
of Azerbaijan

Shaki and its people

You have only to say the word "Saki* to prompt a good-natured smile from anyone who has just a passing
knowledge of the area. The reason is that the locals are cheerful, resourceful, sharp-tongued and full of pos-
itive energy, Shaki people cannot be confused with anyone else. Just as Scottish people can be identified
straightaway by their English pronunciation. Shaki people can be recognized from their first phrase in their
native Azerbaijani.

Local people are known for their liking for jokes and jokey conversational style. This is why Saki is some-
times called “Azerbaijan’s Gabrovo'. Absolutely everyone here tells jokes - old and young, men and women.
When you are in Shaki. don't take offence easily. In the land of humour, try to respond to a joke with a joke

Shaki people laugh at themselves as well as at others. A half-joking, half-serious Shaki-Azerbaijani diction-
ary has been compiled on the peculiarities of the local dialect and hangs at the entrance to the local History
Museum. You cannot help laughing when you read it. An archaeologist is a goresan. literally “someone who
rummages about in graves', a director is a duzub gosan. literally a “doer”, while chicken cooked in wine is
kefli beca. “drunk chicken".

Any Azerbaijani can tell you at least one joke about Shaki people, whether it is about the local dialect or
their stinginess or about how good they are at counting - money, of course. | cannot say that Shaki people
are mean, but they are certainly very precise in financial matters Shaki dialect, which is amazingly infec-
tious. provides an endless source of jokes. | have noticed that after every trip there | involuntarily begin to
speak in the dialect, adding the particle 'ha" to the beginning of every word. This reminds me of a joke: '/l
Shaki man sends his son to a remote corner of Russia to learn Russian there. Some time later, the father
goes to visit his son to see how he is getting on When he knocks at the door of the house where his son is
staying, the Russian landlady replies. “Ha indi?" or “Who is there?' in Shaki Azerbaijani

Many famous people were born in Shaki Shaki is proud of its sons —the founder of Azerbaijani theatre. Mirza
Fatali Axundov. People s Poet Baxtiyar Vahabzada. author and playwright Sabit Rahman and composer
Emin Sabitoglu were born here.

Shaki architecture

Shaki was originally founded on the left bank of the River Kis. but after a mud volcano erupted in 1772 it
was moved to its current location. The village of Nuxa was close by. so at one time Shaki shared its name It

Ctl Cs-ur«&ftibif)ni/elV bl T orj



SOKi

Buraya ilk dafe galen 6ziinii nagillar alemine dismiss kimi hiss edir. Nadensa bir dafe galanler bir daha
mitlag Sakiya galacaklarindan amin olurlar. Cox vaxt bu istak gergak olur. Gormayanlar mutlag gérmali

Arayis

Boyuk Qafgaz daglarinin canub yamaclarinda. 2432.7 kvadrat km sahada mineral bulaglar, mesa va tikinti
materiatlariyla zengin arazide yerlasir. 63 yasayis mantaqgasi var. Bakidan 370 km araldir, eraziden iki dag
cay! - Kis ve Qurcana caylari axir. Xan yaylaginin dagstayi diizanliyinds, daniz saviyyasindan 675 metr
yuksaklikdadir. 3 tarafdan hinddr sira daglarla shate olunub: Xan yaylagi (1800 metr). Qizil Qaya {3000 m)
Bazar Duzti (4466 m)

Saki va sakililar

$oki deyan kimi burani taniyan har kasin Gziinds xos tebassiim yaranir. Zarafatcil. hazircavab, basdan-
ayaga miisbat enerji sacan insanlarina gore. $aki camaatini Azarbaycanin heg bir bucaginin adamlari il
sshv salmaq mumkiin deyil. Sotland lshcasi ingilterada qulaginizi necs calirsa, sakilinin ds ilk
kalmalarinda sirin $aki lshcasini sezmak mimkiindiir.

$akililar duzlu-mazsli so6hbatleri, zarafatlari ilo ad gixariblar. Sovet dévriinde Sekini Azsrbaycanin
“Qabrovo'su adlandirirdilar. Burada hami «qadin da. kisi da. usaq da Iatifs danisir. Yolunuz Sakiys dusdisa,
har deyilen sézdan incimayin. Yumor diyarinda zarafata zarafatla cavab vermayas calisin.

$akililar ham basqgalari, ham da 6zlari barada zarafat etmayi sevirlar. Yerli dialektin xtisusiyyatlari barads
yarizarafat, yariciddi "Sagica-Azarbaycanca" lugat tortib edarak. Tarix - Diyarsiinasliq Muzeyinin lap
girisinda asiblar. Oxuduqca, giliib gedirsan. Bazi misallar: Pomidor - bamadur. neft - noyiit. maktab -
maytaf. velosiped - yersavat. maas « donnux. axsaq - myatarax. ayaqqabi - ayaxgavi. goyarti «ala. Bu
kalmalari iss ugunmadan oxumaqg miimkiin deyil: arxeoloq -goresan, rejissor «diiziib-qosan, ¢axirda bisiril-
mis toyuq - kefli bega

Azerbaycanda istanilan kesdan Seki barada lstife sorugsaniz, mutleq birini xatirlayar. Bu. ya Sakililerin
Iahcasi, ya simic olmasi, ya da haqq-hesabi yaxsi bilmasi baradas ola bilar, an ¢cox giilis manbayi isa dshsat
yoluxucu $aki Ishcasidir. Fikir vermisam, har dafe Sakiya sefordan sonra qeyri-ixtiyari Saki lshcasinda
danismaga baslayir, s6zlerimin avvaline "ha" hissaciyi alave edirem. Ha indi. Ha bura...

Saki memarligi

$oki ilk avval Kis cayinin sol sahilinda salinib. 1772-ci ilda siddatli yagdis naticasinds Kis cayinda dasqin bas
verir, guicli sel sahari tamamils dagidir. -Qafqaz" gazeti 1846-ci il 15 iyul tarixli buraxiisinda bu hadisani
bels tasvir edirdi: ‘Dahsatli dasqin amala gatiran Kis ¢ay1 $akini xarabazara dondardi, onun bittin evlsrini
biindvrasindan qgopardi.. Minlarle adam bu dshsatli selin qurbani oldu..o vaxtdan sakililer vadinin serq
sahilina - daglarin ataklarina ¢akildilar, indiki Nuxa sahari da ele burada amals galdi”
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the view from Shaki

K6 SHAKI

was during this period that that the fortress of Narin Qala was built The new structure and original appear-
ance of the new town, built in the 18th century, kept their initial appearance right up to the 19th century.
Later, relatively modern buildings, constructed with less expenditure of time, effort and money, began to
squeeze out the older buildings

Shaki's unique panorama is the result not only of the bewitching beauty of the mountain scenery, but of the
town's harmony with nature. All the houses are surrounded by gardens, the yard of every house is surround-
ed by a fence or wall, while the roofs of all the houses are covered in red tiles, which are not only attractive
but keep the homes warm in winter and cool in summer.

The wooden gates into the yards of homes are another striking Shaki feature. To avoid opening the heavy
gates every time, they contain small doors on which unusual bells hang “daqqilbabi”. (literally *mallets-),
and not one door, but two. one higher for adults and the other lower for children. In recent years iron gates
have come into fashion here and are continuing to spread. Shaki people have already come up with a joke
about this: ' Never mind, one day iron gates will bow before wooden ones too.*

The streets of Shaki are unique too. The old town is covered in cobblestones. And with good reason. It often
rains here. Local people say: “If just a drop falls from heaven, it's pouring in Shaki.“ Cobbles hardly wear
down, are attractive and cobbled streets gather very little dust.

Although it rains a lot in Shaki. the town is short of drinking water and it contains very little iodine. If you
plan to settle here for some time, then take iodine with you

One interesting fact: in the Soviet era it was common practice to give districts a new name, but many parts
of Shaki escaped this fate and kept their old names - Gancali. Dinah. Mangara. Gumbaralar and Dodu. Each
of these famous districts has its own character. For example, the national dish piti is made in Dodu. while
settlers from the city of Ganca once lived in Gancali. The district of Gumbaralar (Grenades) is said to have
got its name because a grenade was once blown up here during an argument.

Old Shaki

Most of Shaki's buildings of historic and architectural interest are concentrated in the upper part of the
town, so this area has been declared a reserve. In the reserve, which the locals call Kohna Qala (Old Fortress),
it is forbidden to demolish buildings and build new buildings that are not in the appropriate traditional
style.

Old Shaki is surrounded by the 18th-century walls of Narin Qala fortress. The Khan's Palace, which is here,
was built in 1762 during the reign of Huseyn Khan. As the name makes clear, this was the residence of the
ruler of the independent Shaki khanate. The palace is considered an outstanding example of medieval
Azerbaijani architecture, unique in the world. Thousands of liny pieces of glass were used to create the
colourful effect we know as “sabaka" - they were stuck by hand into a wooden lattice without the use of
nails or glue. Legend has it that when the palace was completed, the khan, enchanted by its beauty, ordered
that the craftsman s hands be cut off so that he could not make its like again. There is a workshop near this
unique building where the ancient art of sabaka making has been revived and visitors can watch the crafts-
men in action.
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Bu tabii felakatdan sonra Nuxa kendinin yaninda yerlesdiyindan, sehar bir miiddat Nuxa adlanib.

Nuxa adi uzun muddat isladilib 1968-ci ilda ¢ixarilan gararla inzibati srazi vahidi kimi yenidan resman $aki
adlandiriib 18-ci asrde qurulmus yeni ssharin strukturu va orijinal hali 19-cu asrin ortalarinadak oldugu
kimi gorunub saxlanib. Sonralar daha az vaxt, zshmat ve masraf telab edan nisbatan muasir tikililor
kohnalarin yerini almaya baslayib.

Saki galasi, basqa deyislo Nann Qala seharin yuxan hissasinda yerlasir. Uk Saki xani Haci Qalabinin
hakimiyyati dovitinda. 1743 - 1755-ci illarda tikilib. Ustiindan iki asr kegdikdan sonra ilk dafa 1958 « 1963-
ct illarda barpa edilib

Sakinin gorunustinu tekrarolunmaz edsn gozal day manzarasi ila yanasi, tebiatle uygunluq taskil edan
sohar planlasdtrmasidir. Har bir ev 6z bagi ils shats olunub. Bir-birindan ¢apar va ya hasarla ayrilan evlsrin
dami kiramitdan hazirlanmis qirmizi das ortiikleri ila ortilub. Bu. estetik gozallikls yanasl, evlerin icini yay
aylarinda sarin, qis aylarinda isa isti saxlamaya kémak edir.

Saki evlarinda diqqati cakan basqa bir maraql cahat taxta darvazalardir. Agir taxta darvazalari har dafe agib
baglamamagq ugiin, ortasindan kigik gapi da kasilib. Har bir darvazanin stiinden ‘daggilbab’ adlanan gapi
zanglari asilib. Darvazalarin Ustlinds, bir gayda olaraq. 2 daggilbab goracaksiniz. Yuxanda boytk va
nisbatan asagida kicik daqqilbab miivafiq olaraq, boytikler ve kigiklar tigiin nazards tutulub. Son illar debda
olan damir darvazalarin say! suratle artmaya baslayib. Sakililarin bununla da bagh zarafati var: '‘Damir
gapinin da bir giin taxta gapiya isi diser.’

Kugalara su sspmisam

$oki kiigalerinin spesifik bir 6zalliyi var. Kbhna sahar basdan-basa dasla dosenib. Masale burasindadir ki.
Soakiya tez-tez yagis yagir. Burada deyirlar ki. goydan bir damci dusanda. Sakiya leysan yagir. Odur ki. yol-
lar tez yuyulub, siradan gixmasin deys, sakililar sehari basdan-basa erroziyaya davaml cay daslari ils
dosayiblar. Bu. sahara ham yarasiq verir, ham da das dosemali kiigalerdan kecarkan, havaya toz qalxmir. Yeri
yalmiskan. Sakinin yagintidan bol olmasina baxmayaraq, ahali igmali su azliyi problemi yasayir. Suyun
tarkibinda yod catismazli§i var. Burada uzun middst yasamag! planlasdiranlara yod damcilari gabul
etmayi nazardan kecirmak maslahatdir.

Maraghdir ki. Sovet doévriinds yer adlarinin ucdantutma dayisdiriimasine baxmayarag. $akinin bir cox
kohna mahalls adlari bu giinadak gorunub saxlanib. ‘Gancali". "Dirrax". “Mankara”. ‘Qumbaralar’. ‘Dodu’
mashur mahallalardan bazilaridir. Harasi na ilasa mashurdur. ‘Dodu’ pitisiyle taninir. Dulusgulugun inkisaf
etdiyi mahalladir. 'Gancali" - xanliq vaxti buraya koctrilen gancalilarin six yasadigi mahalla olub
‘Qumbaralar” isa. deyilana gére, mahallads miibahisa vaxti partladilan qumbaralarin serafine bu ismi alib

Kohn3 Saki
Sakidaki tarix-memarliq abidalarinin aksariyyati saharin yuxari hissesinds yerlesdiyindan, bura qoruq elan

edilib. Yerlilarin 'K6hna Qala' adlandirdigi bu arazids tarixi evleri sokmak va ananavi memarliga uygun
olmayan yeni insaatlarin aparilmasi qadagandir.
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K6 SHAKI

Sakido dulusguiug

Pottery in SreVt

Crafts in Saki

Sabaka is a decorative, applied art that requires a very high degree of skill. A distinguishing feature is that
neither nails nor glue are used in making the mosaic. The main designs in sabaka are geometric shapes, in
which circles, polygons and stars predominate

The sabaka workshop takes private orders. Prices are quite high, as everything is done by hand and takes a
lot of time. For example, it takes two months to make an average-sized window and this will cost at least
800 manats. But you can choose a small souvenir. Shaki craftsmen will meet any order with the precision of
a jeweller. Their main customers are local and foreign private clients. The secrets of the craft are passed
down from generation to generation and are a source of pride for Shaki people

If you visit Shaki between 10 and 20 July, you can go to the traditional Shaki craft fair. The fair lasts two to
three days and craftsmen display their wares on the town square. You can buy various hand-made domes-
tic items here which make unusual souvenirs. For example, master hatters make different styles of hat from
leather. Prices depend on the style and quality of the material. Prices for a cylindrical “dagga” sheep's wool
hat start at 80 manats.

Shaki silk

Back in the 1st century BC Shaki was at the crossroads of trade routes and as a result has always been a
major stopping-off point for merchants. Part of the historic Silk Road passed this way. Travellers stopped in
Shaki to rest and visited the local bazaars.

From ancient times Shaki was famous for its silk, which was in great demand in the Middle East. Europe and
India. Carpets woven here did not lag behind silk either. Silk carpets were famed for their delicacy, elegance
and beauty. These carpets were twice as expensive as wool carpets of the same size, which is to be expect-
ed. as it look twice as long to weave a silk carpet. A silk carpet in a house was a sign of a householder's fine
taste, but many could not afford one.

Another famous souvenir of Shaki is a kalagayi. a traditional woman's headscarf made from silk. It was
widespread in the silk producing areas The scarves are traditionally woven on standard Sarbaf looms. K0
cm by 140 cm. Atone time men wove silk. The woven silk fabric was given to dyers who used different plant
dyes to colour the cloth. A kalagayi may wear out with age. but will not lose its colour. After dying, the kala-
gayi was dried and various patterns were stamped upon it.

Nowadays all silk items, including kalagayi. are made at the Shaki silk mill. Samples of the mill's work can
be bought at the mill shop Hand-made kalagayi can be found in the village of Basqgal in Ismayilli District.
But we'll talk about this in the section on Ismayilli.

Shaki's culinary delights

An historic 19th-century mill continues to operate on the bank of the River Kis in the Dodu district It is
famous as il is Ihe only historic monument that is still working, it grinds wheat, oats and mainly rice The
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“Kohna Qala* arazisinda on bir tarixi hamam var. Onlardan yalniz bir denasi. 19-cu asrdan galan mahalla
hamam faaliyyatdadir. Haftanin miayyan ginlari kisilar, digar giinleri gadinlar ¢imirlar. Hamamlar $aki
maisatinda ds oldugca ahamiyyatli obyekt sayilirdi.'Feodal Serq dovlstlerinds oldugu kimi Azarbaycan
soharlerinda de hamamlar sanitar - gigiyena funksiyasindan basga, mahalls sakinlarinin yigincaq yeri idi
ki, burda son xabarlari esitmak, dincalmak, vaxt kegirmak olard.'

Koéhna $aki 18-ci asrda Haci Calebinin insa etdirdiyi “Narin Qala'nin divarlarimin shatesindadir. Miixtalif
dovrlara aid cox sayda tarixi abidanin aksariyyati ssharin mahz bu hissasinda yerlasir. Bunlarin icarisinda
S-ci asr Alban mabadindan tutmus. Car dénaminds insa edilen kazarmalara gadar bir ¢ox tarixi asari misal
¢akmak olar. Onlarin i¢arisinda bir danasi var ki. zarifliyi ile tamamila farglenir va traklari foth edir.

Xan saray!

Adindan da malum oldudu kimi mustaqil $aki xanligi hokmdarlarinin rasmi igamatgahi olub. Xan sarayi
1762-ci ilda Hiiseyn xanin vaxtinda tikilmaya baslayib.'Samaxili memar Abbasqulu tarafinden asasi qoyu-
lub. $aki galasinin igarisinda yerlagan sarayin tamamini va igarisindaki ornamentlari yerli ustalar islayiblar.
Azarbaycan xalqg memarliginin en gozal ananalarini aks etdirir.*

Orta asr Azarbaycan memarhiginin an gorkamli abidasi hesab olunan Xan sarayi 6z orijinalligina gora
yegana sayllir. Rangbarang mozaikalarin islanmasinds minlarle xirda siise pargalarindan istifads edilib. Bu
slisa parcalar heg bir mix-mismar va ya yapisgan olmadan salls, tak-tsk bir-birina band olunub. Ravayata
gore, saray hazir olandan sonra, heyran galan xan bu nadir senat isinin tekrar olunmamasi ticiin onu tikan
ustanin gollarini vurdurmagi amr edib.

Sitat

1950-ci illards SSRt-ys miihacirat edan taninmis turk sairi Nazim Hikmat Azarbaycana, elace da Sakiys
qgonagq galir. Xan Sarayini gérendan sonra taassuratlarini tak ciimlayla bels ifads edir: “ager Azarbaycandan
diinyaya bir tikili gosterin desaydilar. $aki Xan sarayini sargilomak kifayat edardi *

Sakida sanatkarliq

Sobeks mocilzasi sayilan Xan saraymin yaninda bu senati yasadan ustalarin emalatxanasi yerlasir.
llboyunca islayirler. $abakanin nece yarandiginin va bu isin incaliyinin burda sahidi ola bilarsiniz.

Sabakagilik dekorativ-tatbigi senatin cox boyiik maharat talsb edsn sahalarindan biridir. $abakanin
saciyyavi xususiyyati odur ki, mozaikanin amale galmasinda na mixdan, na de yapisgandan istifada
edilmir. '$abake bazayinin asasini handasi naxislar teskil edir. Bu bazakler i¢arisinda dairavi, coxbucaql.
ulduzsakilli formalar baslica yer tutur.*

S$okide 'Kohna Qala* arazisinda faaliyyat gosteran sebske emalatxanasinda o©zal sifaris do etmak
mumkindir. Amma sirf el isi olduguna géra, giymatler ucuz deyil. Orta 6l¢ili pancarenin hazirlanmasi 2
ay vaxt teleb edir, giymati de 800 AZN-dan baslayir. Buna giiciiniiz catmirsa 6ztintzle xirda 6l¢uli suvenir
de gétira bilarsiniz. Saki ustalari sizin har bir sifarisinizi zergar daqigliyi ile yerina yetiracaklar. 8sas
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1SO SHAM

Siki Mtbiinin Saki-piti

King ol Shall dishes - piti

main customers are the master halva makers. Everyone knows and loves Shaki halva, but few people know
that it is made from rice flour with only nuts added

Every district in Shaki has its own halva shop. Many make it in small workshops in the courtyards of their
own homes and offer it for sale. Some halva masters have now become brands in their own right. Mahmud
Halva and Ali Ahmad Halva have been made by families for over 100 years.

When you go into a shop, you can sample the product you are about to buy. Halva makers sell not only
halva, but many other types of sweet which are served with tea in Shaki They include sweet barama or
cocoons, multi-coloured nogut. almonds with milk and saffron, sugar with nuts, almonds fried in butter and
many other delicacies. Private orders are taken for special events.

Adish fit for a king

Shaki cooking occupies a special place amongst the regional centres of traditional Azerbaijani cuisine,
while the king of Shaki dishes is piti.

It is cooked in specially made, small clay pots, called ‘piti dopusu”. ‘Dopu’ is one portion for one person.
Piti is made from lamb (breast or leg) - Shaki chefs are convinced that beef is not suitable for this dish. It is
cooked for eight to nine hours. It's a very filling dish, so best eaten at midday. After midday you won't find
any piti in Shaki ready to eat

Piti is eaten in an unusual way too. It is eaten with old bread and onion and sumakh. a slightly spicy pep-
per. is an essential condiment. It must also be eaten in a special way. First the bread (yesterday's if not
older) is broken into small pieces, placed on a plate and sumakh is sprinkled over it. then the liquid part of
the piti is poured onto the bread from the dopu The onion is squeezed or cut into four pieces. Once the first
part of the dish is finished, the second part of the operation begins. The lamb and chickpeas are tipped from
the dopu onto the plate, sumakh is sprinkled over them and salt and pepper according to taste and then
they are mashed together into a puree. Only then are they eaten, again with bread and onion. This is the
only way in which piti is cooked and eaten. Shaki people say that piti made in any other way is not piti. At
any rate, in order to appreciate the difference, do not leave Shaki without trying piti.

RECIPE FOR SHAKIPITI

Chickpeas, soaked in a 100-mlgloss of water for one day prior to cooking
S0-120grams of lamb, broken up into small chunks

a pinch of salt

a pinch of saffron

a ladle of water

half an onion, finely chopped

Place all the ingredients in a small clay pot. Use a piece of tail fat (50-60 g) in place of a lid and cook over a
low flame. In winter a dried plum or chestnut can be added to each portion of piti. according to taste.
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mistarilari ham xariciler, ham da yerli 6zal idaralardir. Senatkarliq burada nasilden nasle otirilir ve
sakililarin quirur manbayidir

$ebakagiliyin miasir niimunalarindan biri $akids ilk 5 ulduzlu otel statusu dasiyan Saki Palace mehmanx-
anasidir. Bol sabakasi olan bu modern otelda qiymatler 80AZN-dean baslayir

Bger Sakiya yolunuz iyul ayinin ikinci ongunlilyiinde disersa, burada taskil olunan sanatkarlar
yarmarkasina mutlaq bas ¢akmalisiniz. 2-3 giin davam edan yarmarkada sanatkarlar sshar meydanina
toplanaraq, al islerini niimayis etdirdirirlor. Burada 6ziintiza al isi olan muxtslif adda maisat asyalari, ala
suvenirlar tapa bilarsiniz. Masalan, papaqgi ditkanlarinda miixtslif derilarden dayisik modelda papaglar tik-
ilir. Qiymatlari da dari ve modeldan asili olaraq dayisir. Misal tictin, silindr formasinda. goyun yunundan
hazirlanan "dagga” papaqlarin giymati 80AZN-den baslanir.

Saki ipayi

B.e.a. 1-ci minillikda ticarat yollarinin markazinda yerlagan Saki har zaman tacirlerin asas dayanacaq yeri
idi. Bura tarixi ipak yolunun bir hissasi olub. 'Sakida ticaratin artmasi ipak toxuculugunun inkisafi il
alagadar idi*

Sayyahlar burada istirahat edar. $aki bazarlanni ziyarat edarlermis. Saki gadimdan 6z ipayi ile mashur olub.
$aki ipayi Yaxin Sarq 6lkalarinin. Avropanin. Hindistanin, bazarlarinda al-al gazib

Saki ipak xalcalarinin da sohrati dildan dils dolasirdi, ipak xalgalari inca, yumsaq, narin va gozal olmasi ile
ad cixarib. Bir ipak xalgani toxumaq onunla eyni 6lglide olan yun xalgani toxumagdan en az 2 defe daha
artiq zahmat va vaxt taleb etdiyindan, giymatleri daha bahali olur. Xalcaya toxundugca ondan gopa bilmir
insan. Ipak xalgaya sahib olmagq ev sahibinin xiisusi zévgiindan xabar verses da. bu keyfi yasamaga haminin
imkani catmir.

ipekdan hazirlanan ve $ekide alinacaq esas hadiyysalardan biri kalagayidir. Azerbaycanda kslagay!
gadimdan bari ananavi gadin bas ortiiyiidir. ipskgiliyin inkisaf etdiyi yerlards gox mashur olub. Standart
KOXIAO sm olgilerinds ‘Serbaf* adlanan ipsktoxuma deazgahlarinda hazirlanib. Vaxtile ipsktoxuma
sanatiyle kisiler masgul olub. Toxundugdan sonra boyaqgcilara tahvil verilirdi. Boyalar muxtslif bitki
koklarindan hazirlandigindan, kalagay! kéhnalsa da. rangi heg vaxt solmurdu. Boyadilma isi bitdikden
sonra kalagayi qurudular va Gizarina muixtalif basma galiblarle naxis atilardi

Seki SSRi-nin ipak senayesi saharlarinden idi. Sovet dénsminda Seki ipek kombinatinin mahsullari, o
ciimladan Saki ipayi italiya. Yaponiya. isvegraya idxal edilirdi. Bu giin Saki ipayindan hazirlanan biitiin ipsk

mahsullar Sakidaki ipak Kombinatinda istehsal edilir. Kombinatin biitiin mahsullarinin satisi yan tarafdaki
buraya aid xususi ditkandan almag olar.

Saki dadlari

Kis cay! ustiinde Dodu deyilen semtda 19-cu asrden qalma bir dayirman, fealiyyat gosteren yegana tarixi
abida kimi mashurdur. Burada arpa, bugda va an cox da diyu tyudirler, asas mustarilari halvacilardir.
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152 SHAKI

FACTS AND FIGURES

Shaki District is located on the southern slopes of the Great Caucasus Range and covers an area of 2.432.7
sg. km., rich in minerals, thick forests and building materials. It has 63 villages, is 675 metres above sea
level and 370 km from Baku

From the horse’s mouth

I am in a camp two passes away from the capital of the Shaki khanate - the city of Shaki. | am wandering
through this country entranced. Our camp is located in woods where pomegranate, tamarisk and plane trees
grow. Shaki is beautiful. | can say that this is a big Bakhchesaray. There are 14.000 people living here. There
are three thousand houses on the slopes of the Dagestani mountains with a wonderful view." Russian
General Nikolay Rayevskiy (from a letter to Pushkin)

Tourist paradise

Shaki is a paradise for tourists. Locals call the tourists ‘guests'. Don't be surprised if people greet you on the
street. You are considered a "guest” and welcomed. Shaki's bewitching scenery was famous back in Soviet
times. Even then, when tourism was less developed, a branch of the USSR Tourism Committee operated in
Shaki. People came from all over the Soviet Union to the tourism and visitor centre. Soyuq Bulag, which was
opened in 1980.

There are many places in Shaki which it would be a sin to miss. From ancient times Shaki was famous for
its silk, which was in great demand in the Middle East. Europe and India. Carpets woven here did not lag
behind silk either. Local people are known for their liking forjokes and jokey conversational style. Every dis-
trict in Shaki has its own halva shop. Many make it in small workshops in the courtyards of their own homes
and offer it for sale. Some halva masters have now become brands in their own right

Martial

Those who like to relax in the country are well-acquainted with Marhal. It is regarded as the most popular
holiday destination, Having achieved popularity in the 1980s. Marhal became a must on the itineraries of
both local and foreign guests. Residents of Shaki and neighbouring districts come here in summer in search
of cooler weather. In recent years, catamarans have appeared on the man-made lake as another leisure pur-
suit.

Marhal is beautiful at all times of the year. Even if you don't spend the night here, you should at least take
a breath of the intoxicating air and enjoy the captivating view.

The Xan mountain plateau

As the name implies, this is the place where the Shaki khans had a residence. They say that with the onset
of hot weather, the khan of Shaki moved to this plateau together with his family, servants and domestic ani-
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Halvam hamt taniyir ve seve-seva yeyir, amma $aki halvasinin dilyti unundan va icinin de sirf findigdan
hazirlandigini az adam bilir.

$okida bitin mahallslards halvagi diikanlari var. Coxu bu nemati 6z sexsi haystinda teskil etdiyi kigik
sexlords hazlirlayib satir. Bazi halvacilar iss amalli-bash brend olub. ‘Halva¢i Mahmud* . “sli shmadin hal-
vagcisi” kimi yerler yiiz ildan artiq halvaciligla masgul olan nasillardir

Diikanlara girdiyiniz zaman aldiginiz nematlerin dadina baxa bilarsiniz. Halvagilarda tak halva yox. $akinin
cay sufrasini bazayan bir cox basqa sirniyyat névleri de moévcuddur. Bazilari bunlardir: barama simi,
muxtalif rengli nogullar, mindal. findtglt gand, stidli mindal. stidlti-zafsranl mindal. yagda qovrulmus min-
dal. tel halvasi ve daha bir ¢ox lazzat. Burada xiisusi tadbirlar tctin 6zal sifarislar da gabul edilir. Azarbay-
can ananavi aspazligq sanatinin mahalli markazlari icarisinde $aki matbaxi 6ziinamaxsus yer tutur. Bu
matbaxin sah yemayi iss Pitidir.

Qacirilmayacaq yerlar

$aki turizm cannatidir. Yerlilor turistlara “gonaq“ deyirlor. Yolda rastina cixanlar size salam verss,
teaccliblanmayin. Sizi burada “qonaqg” bilib, salamlayirlar. “Salam Allah salamidir® deyib onu kimsadan
asirgamirlar.

$okinin flisunkar tabiati Sovet doneminde SSRI Turizm Komitasi filialinin mahz $akida faaliyyat
gostarmasina sabab olub. 1980-ci ilda acilan “Soyuqgbulag* Turist- Ekskursiya birliyina SSRI-nin muxtalif
yerlerindan dincalmaya galerdiler. O vaxtdan qalan anana bu giin de davam edir. $imal - gerb bélgasinin
turizm markazi $aki secilib, indi da Azarbaycana galan xarici qonaglarin, demak olar, hamisinin ziyarat
axinina ugrayan an populyar makandir. Sekida mitlaq gériilmasi gerekan bir nega yer var, Sirayla onlarla
tanis olag.

Marxal

On populyar istirahat markazi sayilir. Kegan asrin 80-ci illarindan siratle mashurlasan Marxal istar
yerlilerin, istersa de $akiys galen gonaqlann miitlaq bas ¢akdiyi tinvandir. Yay aylarinda $akinin ve atraf
rayonlarin camaati sarinlemak igiin Marxala galir. Son illar arazidaki stini golde faaliyyate baslamis kata-
maranlar burada ferqgli aylance yaradir. Biitiin fasillorde gozal goruinir. Gecalomayi dustinmasaniz bels,
havasi ve yasilligi ila adami valeh edean manzaranin fonunda arazidaki restoranlarda aylasib laziz
yemaklarindan dada bitarsiniz.

Xan yaylagi
Adindan da malum oldugu kimi, bura $aki xanlarinin yay aylarinda yasayis yeri olub. Bels deyirlar ki. istilar
disanda, xan 6z ailasi, xidmatcilari va heyvan strilari ilo Xan yaylagina kocarmis. Soyuglar disenadak
burada galarlarmis. Deyilanlare gora, yaylagdan Xan sarayina siise kanal da ¢akilibmis. Xan suristiniin
heyvanlarinin stidii boru vasitasile birbasa saraya axidilarmis.

Cox yiiksakda oldugundan. Xan yaylaginda agac yoxdur, amma mixtalif cesidde dag ci¢ayinin va xiisusila
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mals and remained there until the cold weather returned. Legend has it that a glass channel was construct-
ed to supply milk to the khan's palace

The plateau is very high up and is above the tree line. But the air is saturated with the intoxicating fragrance
of mountain flowers, especially thyme. In clear sunny weather, neighbouring districts can be clearly seen.
As you approach the Xan plateau, beware of wolfhounds guarding flocks of sheep. It is better to find the
shepherd, and he will protect you from the dogs and treat you to bread, cheese and fragrant tea made over
a fire. You can also take food and a tent with you and camp out overnight.

After a few minutes here, you realize what we miss in the bustle of the city. Only after taking a deep breath
of pure mountain air and seeing the blush cheeks of the herder, do you realize the wisdom of the Shaki khan
who chose this paradise for his holiday retreat.

The Xan plateau stretches for 15-20 km north of Shaki. It is better to use a horse or a jeep to get to this place
of unspoilt nature The only road to the Xan plateau goes through Marhal. where you can resolve the issue
of transport. Never mind if you don't have your own car. A local guide will provide you with safe passage
through the forest which stretches across a steep slope. While travelling in his car. you can observe the
unique panorama, see the squirrels and other forest animals and. if you are lucky enough, even a frightened
bear cub. This entertaining trip will be a real pleasure and leave a lasting impression. It is well worth trying
Guides recommend climbing the plateau in summer when there is less rain. Floods following the rains can
sweep away anything in their path - bushes, trees and even big boulders. You cannot walk or drive until a
tractor comes to clear the way. Residents of Shaki hope that the situation will change and these places will
become more attractive for tourists if a cable car or funicular is built from Marhal to the Xan plateau,
although thrill-seekers are quite happy to use the mountain paths.

Your adventures will not end with a trip to Marhal and to the Xan plateau. On your way back, you will have
another trip that will get the adrenalin flowing But we will come to that later. Now let us talk about anoth-
er sight that is well worth seeing

Mustafa Bay's place

Residents of Shaki also refer to this place as "Mustafa Bay's camp". Who was he? Everyone asks this ques-
tion He was a member of the Shaki khans' family in the early 20th century. This place used to be his pri-
vate property, where he spent his holidayswith his family in summer After the Bolsheviks took over in 1920.
they set up a pioneer camp which was popular throughout the Soviet Union for many years. Now it is a pri-
vate recreation centre Compared to other such places, prices are very low In Shaki: only 6-8 manats per per-
son for B6B It is a real godsend if you want to escape from the clamour of the city, take a breath of fresh
air and enjoy the beauty of a thick forest The Gulxali quarter, where "Mustafa Bay's place" is situated, is
where Shaki was originally founded. The quarter is noted for other sights. There is the house in which poet
and playwright Mirza Fatali Axundov (1812-1877) was born and grew up - he was the founder of theatrical
drama in the East -and also the 15th century Gulxali mosque, of which only a minaret remains.

It is impossible see Shaki in one day Those who want to have a good rest and see all the sights of the city
should spend three or four days here Where can you stay? The choice is quite extensive You can stay at
hotels in the city or the suburbs, in modern cottages or in the houses of local residents who are ready to help
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da kaklik otunun goxusu insani mast edir. Havalar giinasli va aciq olanda bu ytiksaklikdan atraf rayonlar
aydin gorinir. Xan yaylagina getsaniz, coban itlarindan 6ziintizii g6zleyin. Ona gora da siirliys yox. cobana
yaxinlagsaniz, ham qurd kopaklardan gorunar, hem da goban siifrasine gqonagq olub, pendir-¢érakdan, ocaqg-
da demlanmis kaklikotu cayindan dadmis olarsiniz. Cox arzu edenlar gadirlari, sayyar yataglari va
yemaklarini yanlarina alib, burada gecalayas da bilarlar

8u dag yuksakliyinda kegirilan dagigalarda sehar hayatinin gagchagagmda 6zunii nadean mahrum etdiyini
basa dusursan. Temiz dag havasi ciyarlarine dolduqca, yanaqlarindan gan daman ¢oban gardasa baxa-
baxa. bu ciir cannati 6ziina istirahat yeri se¢an xanin mudrikliyi ve kefina valeh olursan

Xan yaylag! Boylk Qafgaz dag silsilasinin $akiden 15 - 20 km simal istiqgamatinds yerlssir, aldesymamis
gozal tabiati olan bu yera yalniz at. ya da 3eep ilo getmak maslahatdir. Xan yaylagina aparan yegana yol
Marxaldan kecdiyindan, bura qalxmaq istayanlear masin masalasini ele Marxalda hall eds bilarlar. Oz
naqliyyatiniz yoxdursa, kadarlanmayin, yerli baladci masiniile dik yamacl mesani tahliikasiz gat etmaya
yardim edar. Sizsa. insan ali dsymayan bu gozsllikden hazz ala. yol boyu ara-sira garsiniza ¢ixan hirkmius
ayl balasina ve ya dalalars, bagqa heyvan balalarina tamasa eda bilarsiniz. Bu macarani yasamaga dayaer.

Yerli baladgilar Xan yaylagina yagintilarin nisbatan az disdiyi yay aylarinda ¢ixmagi maslahat gorirler.
Yagisdan sonra yuxaridan axan sel garsisina gixan na varsa, gqaya parcalarindan, agaclara gadar har seyi
yuyub aparir. Traktor galib buralan temizlayinceys gadar yollar bagh qgalir. ~ $akililer Gmid edirler ki.
Marxaldan Xan yaylagina kanat yaxud funikulyor ¢akilarss, bu yerlar turistler G¢tin daha slverisli olar.

Karvansaraylar

Sakinin diiz markazindan axan Glrcancayin sahilinde seharin asas ticarat ve isglizar markazi yerlasir.
Qadimdan bari $aki senatkarliq ve ticarat sahari oldugundan burada ¢oxlu bazar va karvansaralar tikilib.

‘Karvansaraylar feodal $erqin asas tikililarinden olub. $akiys sefer edan biitiin seyyahlar Azarbaycan
hagda danisarkan kawansaraylara xususi yer ayiriblar. Orta asrlerde karvansaraylar seharin yaranmasi va
qurulmasinda boyiik rol oynayib.*

XVIII - XIX asrlerds Sakids isfahan. Tabriz. Lazgi, ermani. Teza karvansara adi ila 5 boytik karvansara binasi
olub. Burada uzaq 6lkalardan galan tacirlarin rahathgi, 6ztintin va malinin tahlikasizliyi Ggiin har sey
nazera alinib. Tacir malini zirzemiyae yigar, I-ci martabads alver edar, ikinci martabadae da yasayardi."

Miiasir dévre 5 karvansaraydan yalniz 2-si galib ¢ixib. Asadi ve Yuxari Karvansaray kimi taninan tarixi
abidalarin ikisi de 18-ci asrs aiddir. Yerli ustalar tarsfindan tikilib.

‘Tikilis va serait baximindan ¢ox rahat va gozal, iri migyash sévdalesma ve alis-verislerin aparilmasi tigiin
alverisli saraite da sahib olub.* Bu giin Yuxar Karvansaraydan otel kimi istifada edilir. Onun girisindaki
glinbaz Yaxin $arqin an boylk giinbazlsrindan biri hesab olunur.

Yuxari Karvansarayin icindaki Cay evi Azarbaycan gaydasi ile ¢ay servisine gére miikemmaldir. Armudu

stakanlarda cayin yaninda $aki halvasi, cesidli mirsbbaler. $aki sirniyyati va bu gadar sirninin miga-
bilinds gan tazyiqgini tenzimleamak (giin limon. Bitiin bunlara Saki lahcasiyls ingilisce danisan garsonlar
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Bideyu kand. Alban mabadi. 7-ci asr

Ike ancient temple. 7th century

tourists heading for Kohna Qala. Tourists can also use the Karavan Saray Hotel where they will enjoy a real
botanical environment. This old hotel was opened up to visitors to Shaki after restoration work in 2002. It is
designed for 75 people, but it is very difficult to find a room here unless you book in advance

Caravanserais

The main shopping and business centres are situated on the bank of the Gurcancay River which runs
through the city centre. There are many bazaars and caravanserais in Shaki. since it has been a centre of
handicrafts and trade from ancient times.

Caravanserais were buildings commonly seen in the feudal East. Every traveller to Shaki has given them
special attention. They played a large part in the establishment and development of this city in the Middle
Ages.

In the 18th and 19th centuries, there were five big caravanserais in Shaki « Isfahan. Tabriz, lazgin. Armenian
and Taza (New), where merchants from distant countries used to stay. Then goods were also safe here. The
merchants stored their goods in the basements, sold them on the ground floor and lived on the first floor.

Two caravanserais built in the 18th century and known as the Asagi (Lower) and Yuxari (Higher) cara-
vanserais still exist. They were built by local workers. The Yuxari caravanserai is now used as a hotel. The
dome installed at its entrance is said to be one of the largest in the Middle East.

The Tea House in this caravanserai is perfect for the tea commonly served in Azerbaijan. Shaki halva, the
famous Saki dessert, various jams - and lemon, which helps reduce blood pressure after the consumption of
so many sweets - are served here. Add in the waiters who speak English with a Shaki accent, and you can
easily imagine the whole colour of the experience.

Horse breeding and hunting

How else can you spend time in Shaki? Horse and sport lovers can watch traditional races as well as horse
games. The Shaki horse-breeding centre keeps and breeds various horses. You can enjoy their beauty and
even ride them. Shaki is also one of the major bases for hunting in Azerbaijan. Those who love hunting can
visit the Hunters' Club which holds a licence from the Azerbaijani Ministry of Ecology and Natural
Resources. After registration, you can go hunting for the wild boar, the Caucasian goat and other animals
whose list is established by the same ministry.

Historical monuments

In the first century. Shaki was one of the biggest cities in Caucasian Albania. One of the 11 administrative
units of the Albanian state in the northwest was called Shaki. This is also proved by the numerous histori-
cal and cultural monuments from the era of Caucasian Albania.
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da alava etsak, manzaranin koloritliyini tesavvir etmak ¢atin deyil. Buranin basga bir aurasi var. Xususila
da xaricilerin regbet etdiyi yerdir. Karvansarayin méhtesem yay restorani ssharin igarisinds olsaniz bele
sakit ortamda yemakdan, havadan, tabistden z6vq alarag ber nege xos saat yasamaginizi tamin edacak.
Bger yagisi sevirsinizsa, yagdis keyfini hayatinizda birce defe de olsa Karvansarayin bagcasinda
yasamaginiz maslahatdir. Ela bir romantikadir ki. gal gorasan. Mandan sdylamasi, gerisi sizlikdir.

Tarixi abidalari

5aki i-ci asrda Qafqaz Albaniyasi dovlatinin an boyiik ssharlarindan biri olub, inzibati cehatdan 11 hissadan
ibarat Alban 6lkasinin simal-garbdaki vilayatinin adi Saki idi. Bunu tasdiq edan va bu giinadak galib ¢ixmis
o dénamsa aid bir gox tarix - madaniyyat abidasi var. Umumiyyatls bu bélge Qafqaz Albaniyasina aid tarixi
abidalarla zangin yerdir

Kis Alban mabadi

Qafgaz Albaniyasina aid abidslardan biri. UNESCO-nun diinya shamiyyatli abidalar siyahisinda gostarilan
Kis Alban mabadidir. 1-5-ci asrlara aid olan va Zagafqaziyada ilk kilsalerdan sayilan bu mabad Kis kandinda
yerlasir. Kis sshardan 6-7 km masafads, eyniadli cayin sahilinds salinmis gadim kanddir. Yerlilarla bir az
sohbat edirik. Danisirlar ki. uzun illar baximsizligdan tamamile sokilma tahliikesi yasayan mabad sen
dema ele-bela abida va ya indiki kimi muzey deyilmis. Miigaddas sayilan bir yer oldugundan camaat
buraya ziyarata da galirmis.

Kis Alban mabadini $akiys galen yerli ve xarici qonaglarin, demak olar, hamisi ziyarat edir. Muzeyin
gapisinin gapal olmasi sizi iimidsizliye diistirmasin. Bura baxan nazaratci kand sakinidir, evi da gonsulug-
da oldugundan, is saatinin limiti yoxdur. istanilen zaman gapisim déyiib, muzeyi agdira bilarsiniz.

Kis

Strabon. Boyik Plini. Yuli Solin malumat verib bura haqqinda. VII asr Alban tarix¢isi Musa Kalankaytuklu
b.e. 70 -ciilinda bas vermis hadisslarle bagli Kis keandinin adini ¢akir. Kis Avesta sozii olan *kaos"la baglayir.
Qurbanlarin bisirildiyi ve miigaddas odun oldugu yer* manasinda islenib. Kis tayfa mansali toponimdir. Qas
tayfasi ilom slagdardir. Kas - qas tayfasi Assur - Babil manbalari kassu kimi adlandirib

Tarixi ekskursiyalari xoslayanlari Sakida bol material gozlayir. Is orasindadir ki. bura Qafgaz Albaniyasi tar-
ixinin izlarini dasiyan an zangin bolgalardan biridir. Arxeolog baladcimiz Nasib Muxtarovun dediyina gére
isa. dag atayinda yerlasan yasayis maskanlarinin demak olar hamisinda o dévriin xatiraleri indiyadak
yasayir Bu manada Sakinin Zayzid  Kunctit - Fazil - Bideyis marsrutu tzra yola ¢gixmag maslshatdir. Adlan
¢akilan kandlardaki abidaler Qafgaz Albaniyasi memarliginda shamiyystli yer tutur. Kompozisiya
quruluslarina gors tikinti dovrlarini VI - VIl asrlars aid edirlar

Bideyis mabadi (VII « VIII asrlar)

Bideyis kandinden 8 - 10 km aralidadir Dagliq erazida yerlasir. Yasilliglarin arasinda yerleson mabadi
tapirig. Mabad yonulmus iri das kvadratlarla hordliib. Memarliq qurulusuna gore texminan 7 « 8-ci asrlara
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The Albanian Church of Kis

The Albanian Church o( Kis is included on ihe UNESCO list of world monuments. This church, which is situ-
ated in the village of Kis in the Shaki District, belongs to the Ist-Sth centuries and is thought to be one of
the earliest known churches in the South Caucasus. Kis is an ancient village situated some 6-7 km from
Shaki on the bank of the Kis River.

The church is visited by almost all local and foreign visitors to Shaki. Don't be put off by the closed doors of
the local museum - its caretaker is a local resident who has an open-ended working day. You can knock on
his door at any time and ask him to open the door. Our guide. Nasib Muxtarov, said that in each of the vil-
lages situated on mountain slopes, you can see monuments from the early Middle Ages. Let's familiarize
you with some of them

The Bideys Temple

This is situated in the mountains. 8-10 km from the village of Bideys. Built from big. square stones, the tem-
ple drowns in greenery. Its architectural style belongs to the 7th-8th centuries. The area where the Bideys
Temple is situated is one of indescribable beauty. The temple stands in aclearing surrounded by forests and
mountains. Our guide said that large clay jugs were found during archaeological excavations here. Much
work remains to be done to study the history of this temple and the territory where it stands.

The village of Fazil

The Tapabasi necropolis, which remains from antiquity, was discovered in the village of Fazil during exca-
vations which began in the 1990s and continued for several years. Scientists found evidence that this place
was inhabited in the Bronze Age - the 3rd millennium BC The discoveries testify that ancient rituals resem-
bling those of shamans were held here.

Power supplies to the village had been disrupted and we went down into the maze-like barrow with candles
in our hands. Despite the hot summer weather, it was freezing cold inside. There were animal and human
bones all over the place - just like in horror movies The Tapabasi necropolis, where barrows remain totally
intact, is the first labyrinth museum in Azerbaijan.

Galarsan-Gorarsan Castle

This castle is situated on a steep rock at the top of Mount Qaratapa on the western bank of the Kis River. 8
km from Shaki. This strategically important castle was founded by the ruler of Shaki. Alican. in the 15th
century Consequently, or to be more precise, under the rule of Haci Calabi Khan (1739-177S). this castle had
agreat role to play in the history of the whole region.

Haci Calabi Khan was the founder of the first independent Shaki khanate and a prominent Azerbaijani
statesman in the 18th century Residents of Shaki still remember him with pride. Had Calabi Khan was a
leader of the people’s liberation war against the Iranian Shah Nadir Having executed Nadir Shah s governor.
Malik Nacafqulu. in 1743. he proclaimed Shaki an independent state and refused to obey the shah
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aid edirler. Bideyis mabadinin yerlasdiyi arazi heyranedici gzalliys sahibdir. Mese va daglarin shatasinds,
talada yerlasir. Balaed¢imiz burada aparilan arasdirma islari zamani yerin altindan ¢ox nshang kuplar
tapildigini deyir. Bu mabadin, habels onun yerlasdiyi arazinin tarixi ilo bagl gorulssi tedgigat islori
haddindan artiq goxdur.

Saki toponimi

Antik dovrdan s6z agilmiskan bir magama agiqliq gatirmak lazimdir. Qadim yunan cografiyastinaslarindan
Ptolomey Alban saharlari i¢arisinda Niga adl yasayis mantagasinin oldugunu geyd edir. Onun tartib etdiyi
xaritaya diggat edarken séhbatin $akidan getdiyini anlamaq olur. Orta asrlera aid manbalards Saki. Saki.
Sakki ve Nuxa kimi da adlanib. Toponimin mansayi simaldan galen Sak tayfasinin adi ile baghdir, i860 -ci
il islahati naticasinda rasmi sanadlera Nuxa adi il daxil olub. Nuh diyar turkdilli maq tayfalar yasayan
yerdir. Azarbaycanin simal - garb va Glrciistan serq zonalannda maskunlasan maglardir. Nuxa farsca - yeni
makan, yeni yer demakdir. Ctinki sel yudugdan sonra sehar mahz burada maskan salmisdi.

Haci Galabi xan

$akililarin faxr etdiyi bu adam 18-ci asr gérkemli Azarbaycan dovlst xadimidir. Eyni zamanda Nadir saha
gars! xalq azadligi harakatinin bascilarindan biridir. 1739 - 1755-ci illarda $aki xani olub, ilk mustaqil $aki
xanhginin qurucusudur. 1763-ct ilde Nadir sah hokumatinin mamuru Malik Nacafqulunu 6ldirdikdan
sonra $akini tamamile miistaqil dovlst elan edarak, saha boyun aymakdan imtina edib. Nadir sahin son
hada-gorxu mazmunlu taslim olma ultimatumuna "gslersan-gorarsen* cavabini vermakle ona meydan
oxuyub. Sonra geharin basbilanlarini, agsaqqgal va arvad-usaglarini toplayaraq Kis kandi yaxinhginda
yerlasan dag basindaki galaya siginib. Deyilana gors, galanin adi o vaxtdan belaca da galib...

Galarsan mgorarsan qalasi

$ahardan 8 km arali. Kis cayinin garb sahilindaki sildinm gayanin uistiindadir. Qaratapa daginin zirvasinda,
strateji cahatden munasib yerds tikilib. "Qalanin asasi XV asrda $aki hakimi slican tarsfindan goyulub.
Tarixci Kerim Aga Fateh 'Saki xanlarinin miixtaser tarixi' asarinda yazir: "Galarsan - gérarsan galasinin gox
hindir va bark olmagina gore he¢ kimsa ala bilmamisdir*. Galarsan-gorarsan galasina aparan yol uzaq
olmasa da yorucudur. Cox dik yamacda strateji eshamiyyatli nogteds oldugunu tangnafes tam zirveya
catanda anlayirsan. Bitiin atraf ovucunun igindeymis kimi gorsanir. Qaladan atrafa basgicallandiren
manzars acllir.

Yalniz buradan baxarkan. Haci Galabinin naya arxayin olub, meydan oxududunu anlamagq mumkunddr.
Nadir sahin qardas! ibrahim xan 2 dafs, 1766 va 1765-cin illards 20.000 minlik qosunla Azarbaycana Saki
usyanlarini yatirmaga yollansa da. Qalani ala bilmayib. Hargand 2 il sonra Haci Calabl mubarizeni
dayandiraraq, 6zii Qalani terk edib. Amma deyilena gére o bunu, miqavimat gostermayin manasiz
oldiigunu basa diisdiytindan 6z xosuyla edib. Haci Calabinin azmkarligina heyran galan Nadir sah isa onun
$oki xan! tituluna toxunmayib. "Haci Calabi gox boyiik adam olub" misali o vaxtdan dillera disiib. Tarixi
ekskursiyalari xoslayanlar iigiin Saki tapintidir. Burani terk edands irayindan bir sey kegir. ilk firsatde
$oakiys yena galmak!
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In response to an ultimatum issued by Nadir. Calabi said: Galarsan-Gorarsan (Come and See) He marshalled
the elders, prominent people of the city and their families and retreated to a mountain castle near the vil-
lage of Kis. They say that from then onwards, the castle was named Galarsan-Gorarsan

Although the road to the castle is not very long, it is very tiring. You realize that you are standing on a strate-
gic point of the steep rock once you get to the very top. puffed out The castle looks onto an amazing view
of the environs

Only here do you realize what Had Calabi was hoping for when he opposed the powerful Nadir Shah. Nadir's
brother Ibrahim marched to Shaki twice, in 1746 and in 174S. with a 20.000-strong army in order to sup-
press the rebellion in Shaki. but failed to seize the castle both times. Although Had Calabi left the castle vol-
untarily and laid down his arms two years later, they say that he did so only after realizing that further
resistance was pointless. Amazed by the resilience of Haci Calabi. Nadir Shah allowed him to keep the title
of Shaki Khan. Since then, people have said that “Haci Calabi was a great man".

Today Galarsan-Gorarsan Castle welcomes everyone who comes sightseeing to this area. So the name of the
castle “Come and See" still applies, but for a completely different reason. In a word. Shaki is a real discov-
ery for those who love historical excursions. Anyone who leaves this place has only one wish - to visit Shaki
again!

+No-one ever conquered Galarsan-Gorarsan Castle, because it was very high and strong.” Karim Aga Fateh,
historian
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Gakh - Onthe slopes of the Great Caucasus

Several kinds of pear grow in Gakh, which is famous for its fruitLemonade made from this fruit is decided-
ly a boon to any table.The mineral water known as "Qax Suyu". from the slopes of a mountain surrounded
by woods near the village of Suskan, has also become quite popular in recent years.

Note

It is 409 km from Baku to Gakh. The district is 500 metres above sea level on the right bank of the Kurmuk
mountain river, near the Saki-Zaqatala highway in north-western Azerbaijan and it borders on Georgia and
Dagestan. The Kurmuk. Qasqgacay and Ayricay rivers flow through the district. The climate in the south of
the district is arid and subtropical, in the centre it is temperate and in the mountains it is cold. The slopes
of the Great Caucasus Ridge are steep and rocky. The highest peak is Mount Altay (3.480 m). Gakh was
granted the status of district in 1930.

Historical monuments

There are more than 60 historical monuments of global and republican importance here. Most of them are
scattered throughout the surrounding villages. Archaeological monuments and barrows found in Gakh
prove that the land has been populated since the Bronze Age. After visiting the walls of the castle in the dis-
trict centre (16th century), the Friday mosque (19th century) and the Alaverdi Church, we recommend a visit
to the largest, most ancient and most famous shrine in the South Caucasus

The Kurmuk Temple (5th century)

This is located on one of the hills in Gakh. You can drive along a forest road up to the temple and walk sev-
eral hundred metres. The territory is full of fruit orchards The temple site provides a wonderful view of the
surrounding area. The temple is named after the Kurmuk River The meaning of the word Kurmuk is
explained by the merging of the words 'kur" -’ extravagant“ or "capricious" and "mug* - the name of a Hun
tribe.

Since the 19th century, this temple has been known as St George s Church. It is visited by pilgrims from
Georgia. April and November are the months of pilgrimage. It is one of the rarest places visited by both
Christians and Muslims. It is necessary to offer a sacrifice after every pilgrimage It is interesting that
Christian pilgrims do not slaughter pigs. Kurmuk is one of the most ancient Albanian temples of the early
Middle Ages. They say that in the pre-Christian era. the inhabitants of Albania worshipped the Goddess of
the Moon and that this temple was built in her honour

The place name

When we hear the name Gakh. we think first of dried fruit, because this is what it means in Azerbaijani, In
fact, the place name has nothing to do with dried fruit. It means a “castle" or a “fortification". Another ver-
sion relates it to the name of the ancient Gaq tribe which inhabited this place. The most recent hypothesis
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Qax

Meyvalari ila mashur Qaxda miixtslif 6l¢iill, rengli, sulu va sirin bir nege név armud yetisdirilir. Xtsusile
dises armudlar cox sevilir. Stiskan kandi yaxiniginda mesa ila ahatalanmis dagin atayindan stizuliib galan
tebii mineral su son illards 6lkads Qax suyu brendi kimi stiratle populyarliq gazanib.

Arayis

Baki - Qax arasi masafe 409 kmdir. Yevlax damiryolu stansiyasindan 116 km masafedadir. Daniz
saviyyasinden 500 metr yiksaklikds, Kirmiik dag cayinin sag sahilinda. $aki - Zagatala sose yolunun
kanarinda yerlasir. Azarbaycanin simal - garbindaki Qax Girciistan va Dagistanla hamsarhaddir, araziden
Kirmik. Qasqacay. ayricay ¢aylari axir. Canubda quru subtropik, markezds gisman isti, gisman rutubatli
subtropik, yiiksak daglarda isa soyuq iglim misahida olunur. Bas Qafqaz silsilasinin yamaclari dik va
sildinnmdir, an yiiksak zirve 3480 metrlik Ahvay dagidir. Rayon kimi 1930 - cu ilda taskil edilib.

Tarixi abidaler

Qaxda 60 -dan cox diinya ve 6lka shamiyyatli tarixi abida geyds alinib, sksariyyati atraf kandlards yerlasir,
arazids askar edilmis arxeoloji abidaler, kurganlar burada Tunc dévriinds maskunlasmanin oldugundan
xabar verir. Rayon markazindaki Qala divarlari (XVI asr). Clima mascidi (XIX asr). Alaverdi kilsasini (1884)
gordiikdan sonra Zaqafqaziyadaki an gadim, an boylk va an taninmis abids - ziyarstgaha getmak
maslahatdir

Kirmik mabadi (V asr)

Qaxin an yiiksak tepalerindan birinde yerlasir. Dagliq srazide mesaliyin igarisi ila abidanin bir negs yiiz
metrliyinadak masinla getmak mimkiindir. Sonra bir az piyada getmak lazimdir, arazi bol meyva baglari
ile zangindir. Abidanin oldugu yerdan atrafa milkemmal manzara acilir. Mabad adini eyniadli caydan alib
Kirmik s6zinin manasi bu cir yozulur: kir - dali, siltaq, arkéytn (kaprisli). muq iss tirk - hun
tayfalarindan birinin adidir. XIX asrdan etibaran Miigaddas Georgi kilsasi kimi da taninir. Buraya
Gurclstandan ziyarata galirlar. Aprel va noyabr aylari ziyarat vaxtidir. Misalman va xristian ahalinin bir-
likda ziyarat va ibadat etdiyi nadir yerlardendir. Har ziyaratdan sonra miitlaq qurban kasilir. Maragh olan
fakt, xristian zavvarlarin burada qurbanliq olaraq donuz kasmamesasidir. aslinda Kirmiik ilkin orta asrlarda
insa edilmis Qaxdaki an gadim Alban mabadlarindandir. Xristianligdan avvalki dénamlards Albanlarin aya
sitayis mabadlarindan oldugu va Ay ilahasi sarafina tikildiyi bildirilir.

Toponim

Qax deyan kimi har kasin aglina ilk 6nce meyva qurusu galir. Clinki Azarbaycanda qurudulmus meyvalara
qax deyirlar. Amma toponimin aslinds meyva qurusu ila heg bir alagasi yoxdur. Qax séziiniin manasi gala,
istehkam demakdir. Bir diger versiyaya gora toponim vaxtile burada maskunlasmis gadim gaq tayfasinin
adi ila baghdir. Son ehtimala gors iss soz iki kokdan ibaratdir: ga - yasayis yeri, ax * cay. Qaax. yani ¢cay
yasayis yeri. Tadrican a harfinin biri dildsn diisiib. Akademik igrar sliyev ‘ Midiya tarixi' assrinds Midiya va
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explains its origin as a merger of the words -qa' =a place of residence -and ax' -a river. The word Gaax later
was becoming Gakh.

In his book -The History of Media". Academician Igrar Aliyev says that one of the 26 non-Iranian tribes
which Inhabited Media was called -Kaiklr. Thei lived in mountainous areas and were distributed over a
large area.

The population of Gakh

Representatives of 20 different peoples live in Gakh. Statistics from 1873 reveal that there were 279 fami-
lies living here. They included seven bey families. 23 Tsakhur families. 77 mugals (Azerbaijanis) and 130
Ingiloy families. The folklore, customs, traditions and lifestyle of ethnic minorities are distinguishing fea-
tures of the region.

Tangit village-Haji Murat is buried here

People who are well-versed in history will definitely linger in the village of Tangit. On the road from Gakh to
Zaqatala. there is a narrow path leading to an oak forest, at the end there is a cemetery. Sheikh Shamil's
close associate Haji Murat is buried here. The tombstone carries an inscription in Arabic: ‘Here lies the great
Avar martyr Murat Khunzaki". This small village is named after one of the great Turkic families that lived
here.

There are hundreds of myths and legends about Haji Murat. The great Russian writer Lev Tolstoy dedicated
his novel "Haji Murat" (1896) to him.

In recent years, a number of historians from Turkey have visited a graveyard located in another village in
the Gakh District. The reason is a belief that the grave of the famous Turkish philosopher and poet Yunus
Emre (1260-1320) is situated there.

The village of Gum

The name of this ancient village is related to a Kipchak tribe. The name of Khan Kipchak was mentioned in
the second centuiy. Gum is one of Azerbaijan's most ancient villages. This is graphically proven by the pres-
ence in the region of several historical monuments. The village is situated 8 km from the district centre, on
the slopes of the Greater Caucasus, at 700 metres above sea level. The Ardava river flows through the village
The mountain slopes ate covered by dense forest in which medlar, cherry plums, cornel, forest pear and wild
apples grow There are 200 houses here On the edge of the village, which is replete with Caucasian Albanian
monuments, there is a small, ancient Albanian temple which used to serve as a parochial church

Nizami's homeland

The village of Gum is known as this. We are talking about the Azerbaijani poetic genius of the 12th centu-
ry. Nizam. Cancavi. who was connected with this village In h.s work "The Azerbaijani Alabay State' (Baku
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Qaxlilar

Qoxda 20 ya qgaxin xalqin nimayandasi yasayir Statistikaya baxanda liolo 1873 -cu ilda Qaxda o boy. 23
saxul. 7/ nuiq.il (azarbaycanh). 130 ingiloy ailesi olmagla cami 239 aila yasadigini goiuiuk tinik azlglarin
rangarang folkloru adsl ananasi maisatlari burani diyar yerlardan farglendirir Bu daliganli insanlarla
tanisliq tnsiyyst da maraghdir Yazillardir bir arada yasayan daqti xalglar XIX asrin svvallarinds baslayan
rus 1Isqalma qarst. 2S tl boyunca miibarizs apararaq ttripenyaya boyun symayib, etiraz edibler Usyan vo
miharibalarla yadda galan harinn doévrdan galma cox xatire Qaxda hala da durur

Tanqit Kandi

Bu kicik kend vaxtila burada yasamis boyuk turk nasillarindan birinin adini dasiyn Tarixi bilanlar Tanqgit
kandinds mitleq ayaq saxlayirlar Qax «/agatala yolunun ustunds. gocaman palid mesasina yodol ensiz,
dar bir cigir var Bu cigirin sonunda Seyx $amilin naibi Haci Muradin mazari yerlasir Mazarin tizarindaki
dasin ustunda arab dilinda bu sozler yazilib ‘Burada lioijiik cafakes. avar Haci Murad Xinzakl dafn edilib.”
afsanavi Haci Muradin gabri Tanqitdaki tarixi gobustanliqgdadir

Haci Murad (??? - 04.04 1853)

XIX asrin avvallerinda Dayistanda dtinyaya yaltb Avar xalginin lideri rus glivvalerina saysiz  hesabsiz
hiicumlar taskil edarak gisa zamanda imam Samilin on casu» ve miivaffaqiyyatli naibi kimi ad cixaub
Dalslarla Car hékiimati ona q.irsi sui »gasd duzanloso da say qalmayt bacarib Bir dafs ¢arin ozal davati ila
Tiflise yedib, burada habs cdtltb. habsxanaya yedarkan yolda tiziinti yiiksek ucurumdan ataraq qagib Topal
qaldigi bu hadisedan sonra Seyx Samille birlagarak carin gorxulu réyasina gevrilib 1850 -ci ilin oktyabrinda
Haci Murad oz stivari dastasi ila Qax arazisina yirir. Lakin rus harbi hissaleri ona garsi cixis etmaya ¢akinirlar
18SI-Cl ilda sirri indiya gadar bilinmayan bir sababls birden bits ruslarin tarafina kegib Bu hadisa
bazilerina gére imam Samit ile barabar qurduglar planin bir parcasi, digarlerina gore ise Samil ito miina-
sibatlarinin pozulmasinin naticasi idi Rus asaratina dussen Haci Murad Sakids yoz dustag! kimi saxlanir
1852 -ci Il aprelin 23- do asgarlerin niusayisti ila ova ¢ixan Haci Murad bir naferden basqa biitiin asgarlari
oldurarak Qax istigamatinds gacmaya baslayir Say g.ilan asgarin malumati ile haraksts kegan ruslar onu
Qaxin Tanqit kandi arazisinds mihasiraya alirlar Burada bas tutan geyri « barabar doytisds Haci Murad
adina yarasan sakilda vurusaraq halak olur Car ! Nikolayin amri ilo basi kasilir vo mumiyalanir Nuxa
qalasinin komendanti Korganov Haci Muradin kasilmis basini saxsen Tifliss aparib Vorontsova tshvil verir O
da Sankt Peterburga yollayir Deyilanlara gora ordu hissalerinds numayis etdiriloan Haci Muradin kallasi
indiyadak Sankt Peterburq Herbi Akademiyasinin muzeyinds saxlanir Haci Murad haqqinda yizlerle
ravayat ve dastan yazilib Dahirus yazigisi Lev Tolstoy 1896 «ci ilde galems aldi§i ‘Haci Murad" pyesini ona
hasr edib

Son illerde Turkiysli bir sira tarixgiler Qaxin basga bir kendinde yerlasan gabirstanlig! tez - tez ziyarat

edirlar Onlar buraya gatiren sabab mashur tirk filosof - sairi Yunus amranin (1240 - 1320) burada oldugu
iddia edilen mazaridir
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1085). Academician Ziya Bunyadov assumed that Nizami Gancavi's wife. Afag. belonged to a Kipchak fam-
ily (tom the village of Gum. There is a popular saying that while travelling in the Great Caucasus Mountains.
Nizami once observed Mount Kapaz from a height near the village of Gum. Having learnt this, the Atabay
ruler Qizil Arslan gave this village to his favourite poet and even married him to a local girl called Agca The
girl's relatives, who respected the poet, built a palace for him here. They say that in summer. Nizami came
here to holiday with his wife. However, the poet's happiness did not last long and. after Agca's untimely
death. Nizami stopped visiting. The village and the palace given by Qizil Arslan were left ownerless.

The basilica (5th century)

This is a charming, majestic building and is known as the Hunn Temple, an ancient Albanian temple in the
village of Gum. It is 25 metres long and 20 metres wide. The basilica has balconies on all four sides and three
halls. There are sacrificial and prayer rooms. The dilapidated monument is overgrown by trees and bushes.

Tastefully shaped large stone columns and arches stand out. According to Albanian historians, the
Palestinian missionary Patrick Yelisey. who came here to spread Christianity, died in a place called
Qomenik (on the site of the present-day village of Gum). Later, the ruler of Caucasian Albania. Vachagan Il

ordered the building of a temple here. This is the only theory related to the history of the temple in the vil-
lage of Gum.

Balli Bulaq

This is a resort 5 km from the village of Gum and near the village of Cinarli - a real tourist paradise. There is
a large, tumultuous cascade in the dense forest that surrounds Garacay. The water falls from the height of
several storeys and has formed natural baths where people can bathe and find relief from the summer heat.

Sirt Castle (8th century)

This is found in the upper reaches of Gum village - on a site with a stunningly beautiful view from the top
of a high mountain. It Is only possible to reach it via a natural path. There is no accurate information about
the history of this castle. All the surrounding villages are clearly visible from its height. It looks like a watch-
tower. It is believed that the castle was built for defensive purposes

The village of Lahit

They say that this village has a history going back 1.600 years. There are many villages of this name in
Azerbaijan. Some think that it derives from the word “Lokut”. which is a non-granular rice broth In fact, the
place name is related to that of a Turkic-speaking tribal alliance. Strabo recorded that, along with the Gel
mountain people of the Caucasus, this place was also populated by leks These are the same Leks who are
referred to as 4iks" in sources related to Urartu

The village is 20 km fiom the district centre The area is rich in thick forests, mountain rivers, springs and a
complex of mountain castles Lakit is one of the most notable villages in Gakh It is surrounded by nut
orchards Local residents say that local nuts are bigger and tastier than those growing in other places. The
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Oncalli Kandi

Bu kanddaki gadim Oguz gabirstanhiginda tiirk poeziyasinin klassiki Yunus amraya istinad edilan gabir -
abida var. Bura ziyaratgahdir. 700 il swal vafat etmis Yunus amranin miuxtalif 6lkalardaki 7 gsbrindan
birinin burada ola bilacayi gtiman edilir. Tirkiyadas ise Yunus amrays aid 22 ayr1 yerds mazar var. Bunlardan
hansinin daqiq oldugu bilinmir. Digar yerlardan fergli olarag Oncallidaki gsbirstanliqda sair muridi Haci
Tapdigla eyni yerda dafn edilib. Onlarin bu arazilara galma missiyalari burada yasayan qipcaglari islam
dinina yoénaltmak olub. Allah sevgisini talgin edan, sufi tarigatinin davamcisi sair butiin Anadolunu.
Azarbaycan va irani gazib.

Qum Kandi (8 km)

Bas Qafgaz silsilasinin atayinda, daniz saviyysasindan 700 metr yiksaklikda yerlasir. Kand srazisindan
ardava dag cay! axir. Dag ataklari six mesa ilo ahata olunub. Mesalarda azgil. alca, zogal, mesa almasi, mesa
armudu agaclarindan ibaratdir. Kandda cemi 200 ev var. Qafgaz Albaniyasi dovriine aid tarixi abidalarle
zongin olan kend kanarinda gox da boyiik olmayan gadim Alban mabadi var. Bir vaxtlar mahalls kilsasi kimi
foaliyyat gostarib.

Qumkandi ‘Nizami yurdu' kimi taninir. S6hbat Azarbaycan klassik adabiyyatinin dahisi Nizami Gancavidan
(X11 asr) gedir. Nizaminin hayati va yaradiciligi ila bagh xalq arasinda yayilmis revayatlar coxdur. Elace do
yer adlan genis yayilib. Bels naqgl edirlar ki. Nizami Boyiik Qafgqaz daglarini gazanda. Qumdaki bir
yuiksaklikdan Kapaz dagini seyr edarmis. Bunu bilan Atabay hokmdari Qizil Arslan bu kandi sevimli sairina
bagislayir. Hatta onu kanddan Agca adl bir qizla evlendirir. Saira ¢ox ehtiram edan Agcanin gohumlari
onungiin Qumda qala -qgasr tikdirirlar. Deyilanlars gora. Nizami Gancavi arvadi Agca xanim ila yay aylarinda
buralara galib dincalirmis. Amma sairin xosbaxtliyi uzun gakmir. Agcanin vaxtsiz 6limindsn sonra
Nizaminin bu yerlardan ali -ayagi kasilir. Qizil Arslanin ona bagisladigi Qumdaki gala da sahibsiz galir.

Bazilika (V asr)

Cox mohtasam tikilidir. Goranlari 6ztina heyran buraxir. Qum Alban mabadi. Hun mabadi kimi mashurdur.
Uzunlugu 25 metr, eni 20 metrdir. Doérd terafden eyvanla shats olunmus bazilikanin (¢ zal var. Bunlar qur-
bangah va ibadat otaglandir. Dagiimis vaziyyatdaki abida agacliq va kolluglar icarisinda qalib, iri das
sttunlari ve taglar cox incalikle va zoévqls islenib. Alban tarixcilarinin malumatina goérs, eramizin
avvallarinda xristian dinini yaymaga galan falastinli missioner Patrik Yelisey. Qomenk adli yerds (indiki
Qum kandi arazisinde) sshid olub. Sonralar Qafqaz Albaniyasinin hakimi Ill Vacagan hamin yerds mabad
tikilmasi hagqinda sarancam verib. Bu. Qum mabadinin tarixi ila bagl mévcud olan tek ehtimaldir

Balli bulaq

Qumdan 5 km aralida. Cinarli kandina yaxin yerlasan bu kurort arazi asl turizm cannatidir. Qaracayin
atrafinda, six mesanin igarisinds gur sulu salale axir ve bir neca martebaden enarak tokildiyi yerlerda
suyun siddatindan tabii vannalar amals gatirir. Yayda istidan trayi sixilanlar burada ¢imir.
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population professes Islam. The mosque which is situated in the centre was built from cobble stones and
lime in the 18th century. It used to have a madrasa. After the elders who taught there departed this world,
they were buried within the grounds of the mosque. In lakit. there are two monuments of world renown, sit-
uated in the upper and lower parts of the village

The Albanian temple (5th century)

The temple is on the outskirts of the village and is surrounded by nut orchards. It was built in Byzantine
style The temple was founded in the pre-Christian period According to Albanian popular belief, it was built
to honour agod The Albanian temple in the village of Lakit is regarded as one of the most important mon-
uments of Caucasian Albania.

In 1968. a monument belonging to the late Bronze Age or early Iron Age was discovered in the villages of
Lakit and Kotuklu. This is a treasure containing various ornamentations, which testifies to the existence of
a highly developed culture in this area at the end of the second and the beginning of the first millennium
BC. In the 8th century BC. this area was part of a Scythian state and. in the Alh century BC. part of the
Albanian state.

In 1985. an archaeological survey was carried out of the Albanian temple in the village of Lakit and in the
basilica in the village of Gum. The survey established that these monuments belong to the 4th-6th cen-
turies. Based on its architecture, it is believed that the temple in the village of Lakit was part of the Albanian
episcopacy.

The Seven Churches (5th-6th centuries)

There is an inscription on this monument: "Sovmanishin 7 Churches'. The word “sovmanishin' means “a
monastery" or "a church”. The name comes from the fact that there used to be a monastery with two basil-
icas and five small sovmas here. The monument is on the road from Lakit to Kotuklu. in a mountain forest
at the highest northern point of the village. Most of it has been destroyed An altar and large ipresuniably
for storing grain) and small (for storing gold coins) clay jugs were found here Ona nearby mountain, there
are ruins of castles where the monks hid from danger and defended themselves The monastery resembles
a small, compact village. Apparently, the monks survived by subsistence farming. The monastery was built
in the period when Christianity was just developing This complex is the biggest Caucasian Albanian mon-
ument in the region. A vast plain near the monastery is called Albantala From here you can reach the
Mamirli (Mossy) cascade on foot through a dense forest and down a steep slope

Hie Mamirli cascade

This is in the heart of a thick forest near the village of Lakit-Koluklu. It is a very rate type of cascade The
water that has permeated the rocks for centuries has helped moss to grow and covei the rocks so thickly
that they seem to be covered by an emerald carpet The forest canopy is so dense that sunlight never reach-
es the ground, which is permanently cold The area surrounding the cascade is a real paradise for a picnic
Visitors to the villages of Lakit and Kotuklu definitely come to see the cascade, soii is always crowded here
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Sirt galasi (VIII asr)

Qum kandinin yuxan basinda yerlasir Heyranedici manzarali yerds, yiiksak bir dagin tepssinda yerlasan
qalaya dar cigir vasitesile ¢ixmaqg olur Sirt galasi haqqinda atrafli ve daqiq har hansi malumat yoxdur
Qalanin ustiinden baxdigin zaman butin atraf kandler ovucunun igindaymis kimi agiq gorsenir. Gozatci
qalasina banzayir. Mudafisa magsadils tikildiyi ehtimal edilir.

Lakit Kandi (12 km)

Deyirlar ki. bu kendin 1600 illik tarixi var. Eyni adli yasayis maskanlari Azerbaycanda ¢oxdur. Bazilari I6kiit
soztinden goturiildytinu deyirlar Lokt diylniin geyri « denaver halinda portladilmisina deyilir, aslinde
toponim turkdilli tayfa birlesmalarinin adi ile baghdir. Strabon gallardan basqga leqlarin da Qafgaz daghlar
ila birikda yasadigini gostarib. Urartu manbalarinds adi ¢akilan tklar de hamin leklardir. Six mese. dag. gay-
lar vo bulaglar va galalar kompleksi ila zangin olan Lakit Qaxin an manzarali mutlaq gortilmasi garaksn
kandlarindan biridir. Findiq baglari goxluq taskil edir Hatta yerlilar buranin findiginin daha lazzatli, iri
olcult ve keyfiyyatli oldugunu séylayirlar. Lakitds diinyaca mashur iki tarixi abida var. Biri kandin yuxan,
digeri ise asag! basindadir

Alban mabadi (V asr)

Kandin kanarinda, findiq baglarinin ahatasinda yerlasir. Bizans memarhdi tslubunda tikilib. Lakit
mabadinin asas! xristianligdan avval qoyulub. Alban inanclarina gors Tanrilardan birinin sarafina tikilib.
Lakit alban mabadi Qafgaz Albaniyasinin an 6namli tarixi abidalarindan biri hesab edilir. 1968 «ci ilda Lakit
< Kotiikli kandlerinda son tunc v ilk demir dovrii abidesi askara gixarilib. Bu. muxtalif bazek agyalarindan
ibarat dafinadir Bu tapintilar burada e.s. Il minilliyin sonu | minilliyin avvallarinda hayat oldugunu stibut
edir, arazi e.a. VIII asrda Skif ¢arligina, e.a. IV asrda Alban dovlstina daxil olub.

1985 -ci ilda Lakitdaki Alban mabadinda ve Qumdaki bazilikada arxeoloji tadgigat islari aparilib ve hamin
abidalarin IV - VI yuzilliklars aid oldugu muayyan edilib. Memarliq tislubuna goéra Lakit mabadinin Alban
yepiskopluguna daxil oldugunu ehtimal edirlar.

7 kilsa (V - VI asrlar)

Abidanin tzerinda *7 kilsa sdvmanisini" yazilib. Sévmanisin monastir, kilse demakdir 7 kilse monastiri 2
bazilika ve 5 kicik sovmaadan ibarat oldugu ugiin bels adlanib. Lakitden Kottiklilys gedan yolda, dagusti
mesanin icinda, kandin an Ust simal noqtasinda yerlasir. Abidanin gox yeri dagilib, arazide qurbangah,
igarisinda taxil saxlanildigi giman edilan boyilk va qizil saxlanilan kicik kiiplar askar edilib. Yaxinhigdaki
dagda iss burada yasayan rahiblarin tehlilke zamani siginib miidafis olunduglari galalarin izlari durur.
Monastir kigik, yigcam bir kendi xatirladir. Vaxtile burada yasayan rahiblerin natural tasarriifat hayati
kecirdiklari ehtimal edilir.

Xristianhigin inkisaf etdiyi donamda insa edilen 7 kilsada rahiblar yasayib, oxuyublar. Bu kompleks bolgada
yerlagan Qafgaz Albaniyas! abidalarinin an boylytdir. Monastirdan az aralidaki genis diizen arazi
Albantala adlanir Buradan six mesanin i¢arisiyle dik yamacdan enarak Mamirli salaleys piyada getmak
mimkindr.
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The village of Gakhingiloy

Founded in 1897. the village is two kilometres from the centre - in an area of outstanding beautg populat-
ed by extremely welcoming people. The church in the centre of the village is a 19th century monument. The
village, populated by Ingiloys. differs from other villages of Azerbaijan in its traditions, customs and
lifestyle. The llgitoys have lived in the fertile, irrigated land around the Alazan River from time immemori-
al. Houses with large gardens are widely spaced from each other. There is a kahri2 system in all courtyards.
The kitchens cooking puri-khachapuri are always a draw.

Puri-Khachapuri

Puri is the name of bread with a very different shape and taste One loaf of this elongated bread, which
resembles Turkish pide. can be eaten at one sitting. Khachapuri is a pastry filled with cheese. Made from
flaky paste, khachapuri is famous throughout the Caucasus. They put suluguni cheese into rolled pastry,
fold it. giving it a rectangular form, and moisten the top with a brush in order for it to bake well and devel-
opacrust. It is baked for about 20 minutes. The baked pastry swells and sometimes they pierce it with a
straw so that it bakes well from the inside. It would be a sin not to try these Ingiloy delicacies.

Ingiloy feast

The hospitable villagers are very keen on feasts which go on for some time. Their main elements are songs,
kebabs served on skewers and the mandatory cheese and puri on the table. We should also mention the
main feature of the feast -wine.

Wine

Wine has been common among the Ingiloys for as long as anyone can remember The development of vine-
growing in ancient times in the Alazan valley also inspired the development of wine-making. Archaeological
excavations in this territory have uncovered large wine jugs containing fossilized remains of wine. In order
to avoid falling ill. Christian Hgiloys drink wine after every meal.

In this region, almost everyone produces home-made wine in their courtyard. Some kind of wine grape
grows and ripens in late August and early September in every courtyard. It is picked and processed and then
poured into different clay jugs to mature The smallest jug takes 25 litres, while the biggest holds 100 litres
The wine-filled jug filled is sealed tightly to prevent air from infiltrating and is kept for at least a year

The jug is opened on special days- on holidays or when a guest arrives. Everyone gathers to where the jug
is buried The host cleans the neck of the jug. opens it. pours out the upper layer of wine, pours it into a spe-
cial vessel and mixes it Then, he pours wine for all the guests and proposes the first toast of welcome. The
glasses are drained; the puri. cheese and kebab are eaten and only then is it poured into a big carafe. Every
person sitting at the table proposes a toast in turn. They say wonderful words for those pieseni and absent
The glasses are drained one after another, and the person who arrives sober cannot remember later how he
Iefth nrj;ug once open must be finished, otherwise the wine might turn into vinegar as it comes into contact
with the air.
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Mamirli salala

Lakit - Kotuklii kandinda, six mesanin darinliyinda yerlasir. Cox nadir salaladir. Qayalardan y tiztilar boyu
siiziilarak axan su bunlarin tstiinds six mamir bitmasina sabab olub. Bu mamirlar gayalari els Ortiib ki.
sanki yasil xalga sarilib. 0 gadar six agac bitib ki. araziys heg vaxt giin isi§1 dismiir va bura daim sarin olur
$elals atrafi piknik cannatidir. Har zaman yeyib -iganlari, piknikgilari gormak olar Lakit ve Kotuklii kendina
geden qonaglar mitleq buralan gezmaya ¢ixirlar Qaxda gazilib «goriilacak yerlar goxdur.

Qaxingiloy Kandi

1897 «ci ilds asasI qoyulan kand, markazdan 2 km aralida, super manzarasi, istiqanl insanlari il haminin
urayini acan bir yerdir. Kand makrazindaki kilsa XIX asr tarixi abidasidir. Ingiloylarin yasadig! bu kand adat
« ananasi, moisati ile diger Azarbaycan kendlerindan farglenir. Tarixen ingiloylar miinbit suvarma tor-
paglarina malik olan Alazan atraflarinda maskunlasiblar. Genis hayatyani sahasi olan evlar bir - birinden
aral salinib. Biitiin hayatlarda kehriz sistemi var. Burada puri - xacapurl sexlari diggati gakir.

Qax - inglloy kandinda iki ziyaratgah var. May ve noyabr aylarinda ziyarat dévrii sayilir. Pirlar gévdalari
oyulmus iki nahang agacdan ibaratdir. Buralarda dua etmak, niyyat tutmaq, sam yandirmaq adati var.
Kandin yuxari basindaki manzarsli daga Uludag deyirlar va kand camaati galan gonaglarini gazmak,
dincalmak, piknik glin oraya aparr. Texminan 3 saatliq bir dirmanisdan sonra moéhtasem havasi ve
manzarasi olan ylksakliyi gérmayas dayar. Kemping. treking. ekoturizm (gln ideal sarait var. Yol boyunca
selalaler buralarin gézalliyine basqa bir rang gatir.

Puri - xacapuri

Puri ¢coraya deyirlar. Formasina va dadina gora ¢ox farglidir. Uzunsov, tirk pidalarine banzayan bu ¢orayin
bir danasini bir oturumda yeyib bitirmak mumkundir. Xagapuri isa pendirli corakdir. Qat-gath xamirdan
hazirlanan xagapuri Zagafgaziyada cox mashur bisintidir. Xemiri yayib, igarisinda sulquni pendiri goyur ve
sonra da dérdkiinc formada qatlayrlar. Uzarini sulu firga il firgalayirlar ki. bisarkan gox gizarsin. Texminan
20 deqige sobada bisirirler. Bisdikce xamir gabararaq qalxir. Arada bir ¢ople xemirin Gstlini desirlar ki.
icarisi da yaxsi bissin. Bunlar ingiloy kand stifralarinin vazkecilmaz dadlaridir.

Ingiloy gonaglig
Saatlarla davam edir. Qonaqparvar kand camaati yeyib - icmayi cox sevir. Stifrs arxasinda mahni oxumag,

mangqal keyfi yasamaq, kababi els sislarda servis etmak, masaya miitlaq pendir ve puri goymaq bu stifra
madaniyyatinin asas pargalardir. Qonagligin bas atributu olan ¢axirdan danismamacg olmaz

Caxir

Alban tayfalari ingiloylar arasinda gadimdan bari ¢axir genis yayilib. Alazan vadisinds gadim zamanlardan
uztmetltyun inkisafi caxir¢iliq Gglin alverisli zamin olub. Arxeoloji gazintilar zamani bu srazilardas iri ¢axir
kuplari ve diblarinda gatranlasmis caxir qaliglari tapilib. Xristian ingiloylar har dafs yemakdan sonra
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Kurumukh

This is also pronounced kurmukku. This is the name of a schoolboy folk group in the village of Gakhingtloy
They are keepers of mountain folklore Local national dances and music, dance movements and songs like
Gitveloy and Atabari are notable for their similarity with the folklore of Turkey's Black Sea region. As the
boys sing and dance, it is difficult for spectators to resist as the whole body responds instinctively. The
Caucasian national costume that the boys wear has long since fallen out of everyday use. Its main attrib-
ute is surely the dagger.

The dagger

In the past it was a matter of duty and honour for every mature man to wear a dagger. This was necessary
for self-defence. This tradition, typical of all mountains folk, is also part of Ingiloy life

The village of Ingiloy-Kotuklu

This is another wonderful village in Gakh populated by Ingiloys. It is interesting to visit this place in early
June when the mulberry ripens. People make a lot of noise and sometimes laugh, joking and shouting while
stretching large cloths (xarals) under big mulberry trees, and immediately attract your attention. If you
walk by. you have to beware not to fall under a hail of fruit. Such is the tradition - they pick mulberries by
shaking the trees here. To this end. one man climbs the tree, while others stretch the xaral underneath so
that the fruit does not fall on the ground. As soon as the process ends, everyone goes for the fruit. In order
to retain its sweetness and vitamins, it is not washed. The mulberry is used to make bakmaz or dosab with-
out any additives. The preparation of this sweet is a very lengthy and laborious process.

Chacha

Sometimes called -moonshine”. Chacha is another exclusive product made in Ingiloy villages. The mulber-
ry that is harvested is left to ferment Then special equipment is used to make environmentally safe 70-
degree vodka. The day when the vessel of chacha is opened is marked in the village by the mulberry festi-
val They drink this vodka in the cold part of the year in order to warm up. Chacha is also made from apples,
pears, cherries, apricots, peaches, cornel and other fruit. The drinks made from cornel and mulberry is
regarded as the best.

llisu

1Hsu’s fairytale beauty enchants visitors whatever the time of year. Blindingly white snow blankets the
scene in winter. The surrounding wooded mountains are permanently hidden in clouds In spring and sum-
mer there is heavy rain almost every day. followed by a rainbow Crystal-clear air and deafening silence

Wherever you look, you can see attractive, centuries-old houses and ancient monuments. You want to stay
here for ever Take a couple of months' holiday in the Itisu resort area and you will rid yourself of chronic
stress and all its consequences Local people say that Ilisu would be a seuous contendei in a competition
to find paradise on Earth
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“xastalonmamak Ug¢lin mutlaq c¢axir icirlar." Bu zonada caxiri demak olar hami 6z evinds, al usulu ils
hazirlayir. Her hayatds ¢axirliq tiziimlar yetisdirilir. Avqustun sonu, sentyabr ayinda (ziim yetisir, toplanir,
emal edilir va ¢iy caxir deymak Uglin kiiplara doldurulur. Bu kipler gildan hazirlanir ve muxtalif tutumlu
olur, an kigiyi 25 litr ve an boyuiyl 100 litradek olan kiipleri torpaga basdirir, igarisine sarabi doldurdugdan
sonra agzi méhkam baglanir ki. icina hava dolmasin. Belaca an az 1il bunlari gapali vaziyyatda saxlayirlar.

Eve aziz gqonaq galanda va yaxud basga xiisusi sabablarle caxir acilir. Kiipiin agiimasi xuisusi, izlemaya dayar
bir marasimdir. Hami havasls kiipiin oldugu yers toplanir. Ev sahibi bel ila qazib kiipiin gapagini torpagdan
tamizlayir, agzini acir va alindaki gabla caxirin tiziindaki yigilmis maddani atir ve tistdan sarabi garisdirir.
Yanindakilar allarinds stakan va puri-pendir-kababla havasla gozlayirler. Ev sahibi ¢axiri haminin stakanina
stiziir ve ilk tostlarini "xos galmisiniz' deyarak galdirirlar. Stakan dibinadsk bosaldilir, puri-pendir-kabab
yeyilir ve yalniz bundan sonra caxir boyiik strahiye doldurularaq siifrays qoyulur. Masada oturan har kas
sira ile galxaraq tost deyir: maclisda istirak edan ve etmayan, agla gale bilacak har kasin va har seyin
sarafina gozal sozler deyilir va gadahlar bosaldilir. Bura ayiq giran buradan neca ¢ixdigini sonra xatirlamir.
Acilmis kiiplar ise mutlag bosaldilmalidir, aks tagdirds artiq hava udmus sarab kiiptin icinds galib sirkaya
déna bilar.

"Kurumuxi*

Kiarmukt da deyila bilar. Qaxingiloy kandinin maktabli oglanlardan ibarat folklor grupu bels adlanir. Dagh
folklorunu yasadirlar. Mahni ritmlari. musiqgi janrlari, rags harakatlari. “Cilveloy” va "Ataban' kimi mahnilar
Turkiysnin Qaradeniz bolgasindaki folklora banzarliyi ila diggati ¢akir. Usaglar oynadigca, oxudugca bir
yerda durmaq olmur, insanin bitin badsn azalalari geyri - ixtiyari haroket etmays baslayir. Usaglarin
usttindeki Qafgaz milli formasi glindalik geyim olmagdan, maisatdan goxdan ¢ixib. Bu geyim tarzinin an
muhim atributu ve bazak elementi, siibhasiz, xancardir.

Xancar

Keg¢mis maisatin zaruri parcasidir. Yetiskin har kisi belinda kamardan asma xancer gazdirmayi 6ziina borc
bilir, saraf isi sayirdi. Miidafie magsadils ehtiyac duyuldugundan tstiinds daim xancar gazdirmak hayati
zarurat, buttin daglilara xas olan bu xtisusiyyat idi.

Ingiloy - K6ttiklt kendi

Qaxin Ingiloylar yasayan, safali digar kandidir. iyunun avvalinda, tut sezonunda burani gérmak maraqlidr.
Kandda demak olar kiigada nahang tut agaclarinin altinda sllarinds boyik bez parcalarla toplanmis, hay -
kiyle danisib - gllen, bazan da qisqiran insanlar diggati calb edir. Yanlarindan kegerkan tut yagisindan
ehtiyath olmaq lazimdir. Qayda beladir. Tutu girparaq toplayirlar. Bunun ugtn biri agaca cixir. Digarlari
mahsul yera tokiilmasin deya genis parcani ¢ekib agacin altinda dayanirlar. Cirpma isi bitar - bitmaz har
kas an kimi meyvaya darasir. Tut sirinliyi va vitamini getmasin deys yuyulmadan yeyilan meyvadir. Tutdan
miirabba ve dosab ve ya diger adiyla behmaz bisirirlar.
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Facts and figures

llisu is 12 km from the district centre. Qax. on the left bank of the River Kurmuk. 1.200-1.400 metres above-
sea level. It is a tourist paradise Qax District was once famed for this village. Caravan routes to Dagestan
used to pass through the village. This ancient settlement was the capital of the sultan of llisu. who ruled
from the second half of the 16th century to the mid-19th century, Ilisu is now the centre of Qaxs tourist
zone.

Tourism in llisu

The conditions are ideal for mountaineering and hiking. Spa and tourism holidays are popular
Holidaymakers in llisu can go horse riding or walking in the area. The conditions are ideal for hunting too.
llisu was a famous resort area in Soviet times and has allthe necessary infrastructure. New cottages and
modern hotels have been added to the already existing guest houses. Although there are a great many of
them, it is impossible to find vacancies here in summer as people who have already holidayed here before
book their rooms in advance. Locals say that in the summer there are ten times more tourists than local peo-
ple. However, as soon as the cooler weather starts, there is nobody here. This is because of a lack of facili-
ties for winter holidays although some establishments do work all year round. Summer visitors who cannot
find vacancies are taken in by local people, lest they be disappointed, so Ilisu s historic buildings welcome
tourists.

llisu's houses

At first glance llisu does not look at all like a village. The unusual architecture of the streets, roads, houses
and other buildings is eye-catching. The baked brick houses with their red-tiled roofs are surrounded by
pebble walls. The houses have a distinctive smell. The interior design is pretty much the same everywhere
the walls have special niches which house cupboards and glass cases. The niches opposite windows are for
bedding and the higher ones are for lamps and candles. Shelves called ‘taxca’ for crockery line the walls.
Some houses also have small rooms. The newest house is at least 100 years old. The garden wall usually
shows the dale a house was built, the name of the builder and sometimes of the owner

Many forest trees grow in the yards. Free space is covered with pebbles which lend a special character to the
architecture. The neighbourhood system exists in llisu too The largest, oldest and best known neighbour-
hoods are Sangar. Bucaq. Qala. Qacar and Bay-Tabun The village is surrounded by mountains and thick
forests Two mountain rivers « the Kurmukcay and Agcay - merge in this indescribably beautiful place.
These rivers are very deep and fast flowing.

The centre of the village is a place called Besbulaq or Five Springs There actually are five turbulent springs
here. Visitors should not miss the waterfall in the upper part of the village either

Ilisu people

Historically most of the population of llisu have been craftspeople. The craftsmen passed down the secrets
of their trade from generation to generation Local people are also market gardeners and farmers The vil
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Bshmaz

Meyvani heg bir alava gatqisiz bisirarak alds edilan sirin, gati mayedir. Bisirilmasi ¢ox uzun va ¢atin proses-
dir. Cox agir emayin bahrasi olduguna gore har deyanda ve har kas bisirmir. Az tapildigindan bisiranlar da
baha giymata satirlar. Bazi xamir yemaklarinda, xiisusile qis aylarinda bisirilan xasil yemayinda sous kimi,
elaca da derman kimi xalq tebabatinda genis istifada olunur, Ingiloy kandlarinds tutdan ekskliziv blr icki
da hazirlayirlar.

Ceca

aldegayirma araqdir. Buna ‘samoqon” da deyirler. Toplanmis tut gicqtrdilir ve xiisusi texniki avadanliq
vasitasila damladilarag ekoloji tamiz. 70 daracali tabii araq hazirlanir. Tut araginin acildigi giin iss kandda
tut bayrami kimi geyd olunur. Havalar soyuyanda igaridan gizismaq ugiin onu igirlar, Ingiloylar bu xuisusi
istehsallarina derman kimi baxirlar. Bazan soyuqdeyma ve ya boJaz agrilari zamani igarisina bol istiot
tokilarak icilir. Ceconi alma, armud, gilas, saftall, tut, zogal ve sair meyvalardan da hazirlamaq olur, an
yaxsisi zogal ve tutdan hazirlanan ceca hesab edilir.

ilisu

Hansi fasilds galmayindan asili olmayaraq ilisunun asrarangiz tabiatini géranlar 6ziinii nagildaki kimi hiss
edir. Qisda basdan «basa agappaq qarla ortili olur. Har tarafi shate edan mesali daglar ve onlarin tstiindsn
aksik olmayan buludlar, yazda ve yayda demak olar har giin sel kimi yagan yagis, onun ardinca gixan goy
qursagi, tartemiz hava, sakitlik ve tiziinii hara gevirsan, gézel manzarada salinmis yiizillik evler, elaca de cox
kéhna tarixdan galma abidalsr... Bunlan goyub geri qayitmaq istamirsen. Kurort zonas! ilisuda 1 - 2 ay
dincalan xroniki stres va onun fasadlarindan tamamila mualice olunaraq burani terk edir.

Deyim
Bgar yer liziinda cannat li¢iin miisabiga elan edilsaydi. ilisu bu yarismada an ciddi ragib olardi.
Arayis

Rayon markazindan 12 km aralida. Kiirmiik cayinin sol sahilinds, deniz saviyyasinden 1200 ¢ 1400 metr
ylikasklikda yerlasir. Qax rayonu bir vaxtlar ilisu ila taninib. Turizm cennatidir. Vaxtile Bas Qafgazdan
Dagistana geden karvan yollan ilisu erazisinden kecib. Bu gadim yasayls maskeni XVI asrin ikinci
yarisindan XIX asrin ortalarina gader méveud olmus ilisu sultanhiginin markazi olub. indi de Qax turizm
zonasinin markazi ilisudur.

ilisuda turizm

Burada dag turizmi ve alpinizm havaskarlari Gctin har cir tebii sarait var. Kand yasil turizmi, icma turizmi,
miualica turizmi, istirahat turizmi daha genis yayilib. llisuya galanlar atla va piyada olaraq atrafa yirlse
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lage is famed for its scholars. There is a joke here that an educated llisu native becomes a scholar and an
uneducated one a shepherd.

Local people take good care of their ancient traditions and customs. For example, no locks are hung on doors
in llisu and dogs are not kept in yards. You won't find people talking loudly in the streets here either, llisu
people are not to be found manning stalls in the market or on the street and are not traders. They don't like
to go cap in hand to anyone so prefer to solve their problems themselves. Local people say this is because
llisu people come from an aristocratic lineage. The sultans' cemetery. Tovlatla. known as the burial place of
the martyred sultans, still exists. The graves of most of the members of the ruling family of llisu can be
found here. The roots of the local aristocracy go back to the Middle Ages.

Historic monuments

llisu has 11 registered historic monuments. Some of the most interesting monuments are to be found high
up in the mountains and it's very difficult to get to them even in summer These include the 14th century
Kesikci Qala. Shamil Qala and Cin Qala

One of the most interesting monuments is the 17th-century Ulu Bridge across the River Kurmuk. The bridge
was built after the capital of the sultanate was moved to llisu. It is a source of pride for local people and
considered to be the gates to Ilisu. When Russian troops attacked llisu in 1846. the last sultan of llisu.
General Daniyal Bay. famed for his ruthlessness and courage, is said to have been categorically opposed to
destroying the bridge in order to prevent the enemy from entering the village. Egg yolk is said to have been
used as a fixative when building the bridge which is why the bridge is still standing

The historic Sumug Qala monument in Bucaq neighbourhood is considered the emblem of llisu. It's a four
storey defensive tower which has a very good view of the entire area from the top There are many towers of
this type in the North Caucasus and Dagestan As “sumug* is the local pronunciation of the word sumuqg™
or “bone”, the tower is thought to have been named for its strength. The tower was a key part of the home
of Sultan Daniyal. No trace of this house now remains, however. Some scenes from the first Western in the
history of Soviet and Azerbaijani cinema. Don't Worry. I'm With You. were shot in the tower in 1981.

The 19th-century llisu fortress is a defensive fortress built by the Russians. Despite the presence of many
place names, legends and historical events connected with Sheikh Shamil, he never visited this area. The
two-storey fortress in the very centre of the village on the road to Dagestan has survived pretty well. Inside
you feel very much as though you were on a film set.

The old mosque in the centre of the village was built in 1700 on the orders of the Tsakhur sultan. Ali The
mosque is one of the most precious historical monuments in llisu. It is 10 metres long, seven metres wide
and four metres high The mosque does not have a minaret. Some religious figures are buried in the ceme-
tery around the mosque

llisu state nature reserve

The nature reserve was set up in 1987 in order to protect the distinctive ancient historic monuments, the
unique architecture of llisu and the flora and fauna typical of the southern slopes of the Greater Caucasus
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¢ixa bilarlar, arazids ovguluq uctin ideal sarait var. Sovet vaxtindan bari istirahat zonasi kimi mashur olan
llisuda turizm infrastrukturu qurulub. illardir faaliyyatds olan pansionatlara yeni kotec va apart tipli otellar
alave olunub. Tasislarin saylari artsa da yay faslinda buralarda yer tapmaq miimkiin deyil. Ctinki ilisunu bir
dafa goranler va istirahat edenler daha sonra davamli buraya galmak istadikleri ti¢iin yerlarini avvalcedan
tuturlar. Yerlilarin dediyina gors, yay tatilinda tlisuya gelen gqonaglarin sayi shaliden an az 10 dafa ¢ox olur.
Amma els ki. havalar soyudu, al »ayaq yig§isir. Hami ¢akilib gedir. Glinki burada qis turzimi tiglin lazim olan
sorait hale ki. yoxdur. Buna baxmayaraq bazi yerlar qisda da calisir. Otellorda yer tapa bilmayanler mayus
olmasin deya yerli sakinlar 6z evlarinin gapilarini qonaglarin iiziins agirlar. Bels kI, tarixi ilisu evlari turistler
uclin xidmat edir. Bunlarda galmaq otel giymatlarine gore daha ucuz ve serfalidir. Masalen, bir otel ve ya
pansionatda galmagq orta hesabla 50 « 100 AZN arasinda dayisirsa, evlerda bu giymat 20 AZN taskil edir.
Ham da bu evlarin aurasi. bunlarda galmagin lazzati tamam bagqadir.

ilisu evlari

ilisu ilk baxisdan kend tesiri buraxmir. Kiigalarin, yollarin, evlarin ve digar binalarin 6ziinaxas memarhigi
diqgati ¢akir. Qirmizi kiremitli, bismis karpicdan, cay dasindan tikilmis evlari cay dasindan horiilmis hasar-
lar shats edir. Evlarin icinda spesifik goxu var. Hamisinin daxili dizayni da demak olar eynidir. Divarlarda
xlisusi oymalar var. Bunlar skaf va vitrini avez edir. Pancara ile tizbatizdeki oymalar yorgan - dések yigmaq
uctindur. Divarin Gstiindaki kicik oymalar lampa ve ya sam goymagq Ug¢iin nazarda tutulub. Nahayat, divar
boyunca taxtalar vurulub ki. buna taxca deyirler ve bunlar da gab - qasiq diizmak Ggiindir. Evlerde kigik
otaglar da gérmak olur. Bunlarin taxta gapisi var. Heg bir bazak islenmayan bu yer vanna otagi rolunu ifa
edir, ilisunun qgisi cox soyuq oldugundan, saxtali aylarda sakinler bu otaglarda ¢imirlarmis. Buradaki an
genc evin an az 100 yas! var. Bir qayda olaraq das hasarlarin tstiinda evin insa edildiyi tarix ve ustanin ad.
bazan evin kima aid olmasi da yazilib. Qapilar, darvazalar, balkonlar da evlarla eyni yasdadir demak olar ki.
Hayatlerde meyve agaclari boldur. Torpaga saligs ile cay dasi dosayirlar ki. bu da buralara xtisusi memarliq
calan gatir

Mahallalar

Mahalla sistemi llisuya da hakimdir. Sengsr. Bucaq. Qala. Qacar. Baytabun mahallalari buranin gadim,
boyiik ve mashur mahsllslardir. Baytabun mahallssi Sultan mahallssi olub. Ruslar ilisunu isgal etdikdsn
sonra kendi tamamile yandirdiglari Gglin sultan evlsrindan asar « alamat qalmayib. Kend XIX asrin ikinci
yarisindan sonra yenidan tikilmaye baslanib. Buradaki evlerin bazilari 1880 < ci illarde insa edilib,
oksariyyati tarixi aser statusu daslyir.

Bulag, cay, salala

Kand dagliq va six mesaliklarle ahata olunub. Méhtasam manzarali bu yerdas iki dag cayi. Kirmukcay va
Agcay birlasir. Bunlarin darsleri ¢ox darindir va 6zlari de ¢ox iti axir. Kendin markezi ‘Besbulag* deyilan
yerdir. Buradan hagigatan eyni yerdan 5ayri temiz bulaq suyu ili suratls ¢ixir.

Ulu salala

Kenddan 1 km masafada yerlasir. Kendin yuxari basindaki bu sslale tlisuya galen gonaglarin miitlaq
g6rmasi garakan yerlarindandir. ikinci, nisbatan kigik salale Hamagaya gedarkan yolun sag tarafindadir.
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ilisu is 3.500-3.600 metres above sea level and covers an oveiall area of $4.000 hectares. Hundreds of plant
species grow here, there are 35 species of mammals and up to 50 species of birds, some of which have been
included in the Red Book of endangered species. There are hundreds of mineral water springs and streams
in the nature reserve. The Qanix (or Alazan) River flows through the reserve, as does the republic's second
largest spate river, the Kutmuk. It takes just a drop of rain for the Kurmuk to break its banks and wash away
everything in its path

Hamamcay

The River Hamamcay that flows seven kilometres north-west of llisu is also known as the River Istisu or
Agcay. The Hamamcay is a tributary of the Kurmuk. one of the Greater Caucasus's most beautiful mountain
rivers. The river gorge has steep cliffs and it is very difficult towalk along the bottom of the gorge. You often
have to cross the turbulent river. Going upstream the gorge narrows and the slopes almost touch at the min-
eral spring. You can take curative baths here. The river valley is considered sacred, as there are many gey-
sers and hot springs here with medicinal properties. The Moxsu spring is also here, full of sulphurous water.
The largest waterfalls in Qax District - Ram-Ramay. Vazircal and Gical - are also to be found in the
Hamamocay river basin. The bewitching mountainsides, the overflowing rivers and wooded gorges create a
unique landscape. Legends abound about the flora and fauna of Hamamcay where nature remains wild and
untouched

llisu cuisine's royal dishes

llisu cuisine is very varied. Herbs, dairy products and local honey are widely used. Thirty-five varieties of
flour dishes are produced in llisu. Hot. high calorie dishes from grains are essential in the local conditions
and they are more easily digested than in the city. Surxull.u is the best known of these dishes. It is also
known as surxulya. Locals say that if you haven't eaten surxullyu. then you've not seen Gakh.

Saribash village

Saribash is 18 km from the district centre and 1.800 metres above sea level You can get here via llisu.
Winters in this remote mountain village in Gakh are severe and summers cool The village is north-west of
llisu between the rivers Gunahcay and Agbulaq on a 100-metre river terrace. Several peaks in the Greater
Caucasus range rise up behind it.

The village is connected to the outside world by a dirt road, which after every downpour is washed by the
torrential Kurmuk As a result, the village is cut off from the world. It is dangerous to cross the river. On the
way. you might meet shepherds heading for the mountain plateaus and can share some food and conver-
sation with them. A trip to Saribash is for lovers of adventure and the extieme. If you go to the village for
fun. you need to bear in mind that bad weather might tiap you there for some time. Locals say that some-
times visitors wail all summer for suitable days to travel to llisu from Saribash

Saribash was created as a village in the 16th century. The 16th-17th century Hajr Tapdiqg mosque is the old-
est of the village's many historic buildings. Local women weave carpets with unusual designs and knit rich-
ly decorated socks The folklore genre Tongay Malik which arose out of women's daily chores is unique to
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llisulular

Tarixen yerli ahalinin asas hissesi senatkar olub. Miixtalif pesalarle masgul olan bu kandliler 6z senatlarini
nasilden nasie Otlirerak yasayiblar. 1500- @ yaxin kend shalisinin akseriyyati saxurlardan ibaratdir.
Qoyunculug va akingilikla masguldurlar. Oxumus, savadli insanlari ila taninan kanddir. Zarafatla deyirlar ki.
oxumus ilisulu alim olur, oxumamis isa coban. Buranin camaati maisat adat - ananalarini goruyur. Masalen
ilisuda gapiya qifil vurmurlar. Heg hayatda it ds saxlamirlar. Bu kand sakinlarini yiiksak sasle qisqiraraq
danisdiglarini gérmek mimkin deyil. Bazarda « kiigeds pistaxta arxasinda mal satan, satici ilisuluya rast
galmak da olmur. Heg kimsaya adiz agmagi xoslamadiqlari Ggiin bir problem olanda 6zlari hall edirlar. Bunu
yerlilar ilisulularin bay naslinden olmalari fakti ile izah edirlor. Tovlatala sultan gabirstanligi indiyadak
durur. Sahid sultanlar mazarhigi kimi da taninir, tlisunun hokmdar naslindan olan aila niimayandalarinin
coxunun gabri buradadir. Yerli aristokratiyanin koklari orta asrlara gedib ¢ixir.

ilisu sultanhigi (1563 - 1844)

Orta asrlords Azarbaycanda xanliglardan basga onlara tabe olmayan sultanliglar da vardi. Bunlarin
icarisinda ilisu sultanh@ (XVII asr) idaragilik sistemi ile segilirdi. Avar, saxur. ingiloy ve mugallar (azarbay-
canlilar). elace da lazgilar yasayirdi. Sultanhdin temali 3 avqust 1563 «cii ilde goyulub, indiki kand vaxtila
Car «Balaken mahalinin vassalltgina aid olan ilisu Sultanliginin paytaxt hesab edilirdi. Sultanhigin ilk pay-
taxti indiki Qax sahari olsa da. sultanliin tahliikasizliyinin temin edilmasi ils alagadar olaraq hakim 6z rezi-
densiyasini daha yiiksakda yerlasan ilisu kendina kégiiriib. XVIII asrda rus - tiirk miiharibalari naticasinde
ruslar. Qafqazin daha da igarilerine soxulmaga basladilar. Naticada XIX asrin avvallerinda simali Azarbay-
can tamamils isgal edilsa da Qafqaz xalglari rahat va asan diz cokmadiler. Ciddi miiqavimat géstarmalarina
baxmayaraq 26 avqust 184A -ci ilda ruslar terafindan isgal edilib.

Rus gosunlarinin bas komandani general Sisianov simal - garbi Azarbaycan hakimlarindan biri olan ilisu
sultani ali Sultana ultimatum gondarib ki. taslim olmasa ¢akmalarini onun qgani ile yuyacaq va ilisunun
dasini das Ustiinds qoymayacaqlar. Buna baxmayaraq Sisianov Azarbaycandan Dagistana gedsn dag
asirimlarini 6z nazarati altina ala bilmadi. 1830 - cu ilds sultanhiin hakimi segilmis ilisunun son sultani
Daniyal bayin zamaninda bu qarsidurmalar daha sert xarakter aldi.. 1844 -cii ilde Saribas kendindan
kegarak Samilin Azadliq ordusuna galir ve burada Dargo aulunda Qurana and igir ki. son nafasina gadar rus-
lara garsl savasacag. Seyx Samilin qizini ogluna alir ve qizim da onun oglu ile evlandirir. Seyxls birlikde diiz
15 il rus generallarini dafalarls bu torpaglarda maglub edir. Car Rusiyasi ils aparilan miharibanin uzun va
uzlcu xarakterini géren Daniyal bay. Samils itkiys yol vermamak ugtin ruslarla barismag teklif edir. Lakin
radd cavabi alir. Bu arada GCar hékiimati onun aff edildiyini, sultanli§i da yeniden 6ziina qaytaracagini taklif
edir. Bunun qgarsihginda Daniyal sultan carin tarafina kegmali va rus idaragiliyini bolgads méhkamlatmaya
komak etmali idi. Ruslara xidmat fikrini redd edan Daniyal sultan 1859 «cu ilde Osmanliya miihacirat edir
va hamisalik orada galir. Sultan tarafinden dostca garsilanan Daniyal bay. 1870 - ci ilde orada vafat edir.
Osmanh xanadanhginda Butiin Qafqaz tirklarinin gshremani kimi hoérmat goren Daniyal sultan bir
asilzadaya yarasan sekilda dafn edilir.

Toponim

Bir nega ciir izah edilir. Bazilari araziden axan mineral xassali, kiikiird qoxan suya gore 'iyli su’, iliq oldugu
tctin “ihq su* deyibler. ilisu adlandirimasi isti mineral bulaglarin goxlugu ila alagalidir. Yerlilar kandin
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the village and played only amongst women. Winteis in Saribash are freezing and the nights long If they
are not working on the small holdings, the women do all the household chores together.

The name llisu

There are several theories. Some people think that the name is connected with the many sulphur springs in
the region «ili su translates literally as “smelly water'. Others say that the name of the village comes from
the temperature of the spring water - ilig su or “warm water".

At any rate, the name of the village is linked to the many hot mineral springs. Locals believed in the heal-
ing properties of the spring in the upper part of the village: they considered it sacred and called it Ulu Su or
‘Ancient’ or “Great Water' The name of the village is a merger of two ancient Turkic words *U* meaning
‘ancient” and *su” meaning water and means “water is flowing down'. According to this hypothesis, llisu
means ‘river flowing from the peak’ The word comes from two roots: “ulus’ (people) and ‘su’ (water), i.e
“people living on the bank of the river’. Many place names here begin with the word “ulu’ or "sacred"
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yuxan hissasinds mualice shamiyystli suya inanib ondan bahralanib. Tasirina gére miigaddas sayib ona
‘Ulu su (BOytik su) deyiblar. Qadim tiirk dilinds islenan il (ulu) ve su séziintin birlessmasindan yaranib ki. bu
da yuxaridan asaglya axan manasini daslyir. Bu ferziyyaye gors ilisu zirvaden enan cay demakdir. S6z iki
kokdan ibaratdir: ulus va cu. Uluscu yani ¢ay kenarinda yasayan xalq, cay kend demakdir. Umumiyyatla,
burada ulu ile baglayan obyekt adlari goxdur. Ulu miigaddas kalimasinin avazedicisi kimi islenir.

Tarixi abidalar

ilisuda geyds alinmis 11 tarixi abids var. Hiindiirliiyi 10 metrs gatan Kesikgi qalasi (XIV asr). $amil galasi.
Cingala bu silsiladendir. ilisuda XIX asre aid (¢ rus galasindan ikisi kandin icerisindadir. Uglinciisii
Yazdidagin Ustiindadir. Ara mahallelerden birindan kegmakls, qalaya dogru aparan dag cigiri vasitasila
getmak mumkinddr.

Sumug qala

Bucag mahallasindaki bu tarixi abida Ilisunun emblemi hesab edilir. A martabali mudafia qullasidir.
Ustiinden har tarsf agiq - aydin gériinar. Simali Qafgaz ve Dagistanda bu tip galalar goxdur. Sumuq yerli
ahali similys deyir. Simiik kimi bark oldugu tclin galanin bele adlandirildi§i giiman edilir. Sumuq gala
Daniyal sultanin evinin bitisiyinda tikilib ve onun dayagi olub. Sultanin evindan asar «alamat galmayib.
1981 -ci ilda Sovet va Azarbaycan kinosunda vestern janrinda ilk film sayilan "Qorxma, man saninlayam"
aksiyon filmindan bazi fragmentlar burada ¢akilib.

Ulu mascid

llisunun ulu mascidi 1700 -cii ilda ilisu sultanlarindan saxurlu ali Sultanin ssrancami ils insa etdirilib
llisunun an dayarli abidalarindandir. Kendin diiz markazinds yerlesir. Uzunlugu 10. eni 7. hindurliya A
metrdir. Minarasi yoxdur. Mascid atrafi gabirstanligda bazi din xadimlarini dafn edibler. Masadixanim
Nematova ilisu kitabalerini oxuyub, tedqiq edib. Ulu mascidin stiindski yazilar, Tovlatala
gablrstanigindaki yazilarin hamisini oxuyub ve acib.

Ulu korpt (XVII asr)

Kirmuk cay Gzarindaki kérpu sultanhigin markazi llisuya kocirildiikdan sonra insa edilib. Yerlilarin iftixari
olan korpu llisunun gapisi sayilir. Deyilanlara gora 18AA - cii ilda rus gosunlari llisuya hiicum edarkan
disman kenda daxil ola bilmasin deya Ulu kérpiiniin ugurulmasi fikrine Sultan Daniyal bay qgati etiraz edir.
Korpunin insasinda yumurta sarisindan barkidici madda kimi istifada edildiyina gore indiyadak saglam va
istifadaya yarayan vaziyyatda qaldigini deyirlar.

ilisu Dévlst Tabist Qorugu

Tarixi abidaleri, takrarolunmaz memarisi ila gox ozal bir yer olan ilisunu va Boyiik Qafgazin cenub yamaclari
ucun xarakterik tabist kompleksini gqorumaq magqgsadile 1987 - ci ilde yaradilib, srazinin deniz
saviyyasindan hiindiirlilyti 350 metrdan 3600 metrs gadardir. Umumi sahasi 5A min ha-dir. Yizlarls bitki.

tor&ruu ftilu Vit Oag *pxu 4 Obr

QAX_189

Ifisu. Hajtiur Ufa fefcpé 17-ci atr

Unu. famous Ulu bridge. 17h century



190 GAKH

Saribas kaodininw |*

loutru*

Citcif.tr 1«U



35 noév mamali heyvan va SO-a gadar qus novii yalayir ki, bunlardan bazilari Qirmizi kitaba disiib Qoruq
erazisinds ytizlerle mineral bulaq qaynayir va caylarla zengindir. Srazidan Qanix(Alazan) ve respublikada
sel ¢iximina gore ikinci olan Kurmuk gay! axir. Hagigaten | az yagis yagan kimi cay dolub dasir, 6z
cigirindan ¢ixaraq garsisina ¢ixan har seyi dagidir, bir gox dag kandlarinin yolunu yuyub aparir.

Hamamcay

llisudan simal - serqda. 7 km masafada yerlasan Hamamgay ham istisu, ham da Agcay kimi taninir. Kiirmiik
cayinin sol golu olan Hamamcay Boyiik Qafgazin an gozel dag caylanndandir Hamamcay darasinin
yamadan qayaliqdir. Daranin dibi ils getmak catindir, tez - tez gur sulu ¢ay! kegmali olursan. Dara yuxariya
dogru daralir. Mineral bulaga catanda qayali yamaclar az qalir ki. qovussunlar. Burada mualicavi vannalar
gabul etmak olar. Bu ¢ayin derasi mociizevi geyzerlarine gore miigaddes hesab edilir ve insanlar buraya
ziyarata galirlar. Onun hévzasinda cox boylk mualicavi ashamiyyatli istisu - geyzer yerlasir. Hovzade
hamginin kikirdlu « mialicavi shamiyyatli Mohsu su manbayi gqaynayir. Qax srazisindaki an béyiik Ram -
ramay. Vazircal, Qical salalalari de Hamamcay hovzasinds yerlasir, arazi fisunkar dag yamadan, bol sulu
va mesali daraleri ila banzarsiz landsaft yaradir. Vehsi tabistin oldugu kimi misahide edildiyi Hamamgcay
tabiat abidasi haqqinda afsanalar yayilib.

ofsana

Deyilanlara gors Ovcu Pirim ova cixir, bir marali yaralayir ve sonra da izina dustr. Yaralanmis maral bir
yerda 6ziinii suya atir, bir miiddat suda galdigdan sonra giic toplayaraq yeniden iti siratle gagmaga
baslayir. Bu méctizadan teacciiblenan Ovcu Pirim yarall alini hamin suya salir va yarasinin sagaldigini
gorur. Oveu Pirim tez hamin yerde hamam diizaldir. Sonra da galib burada safa suyu oldugunu har kasa
danisir.

Matbax

tlisunun yerli matbaxi da ¢cox renagrangdir. GOy - goyarti, sid mahsullari va yerli baldan ¢ox istifads edilir.
Bunlardan slava llisuda 35 nov xemir yemayi mévcuddur. Bu tabiatd i va kalorili xamir yemayi bir ehtiy-
acdir ve sahardaki kimi agirliq vermir. Bunlardan an mashuru surhllidur.

Deyim
“Surhlli yemamisansa. demali Qaxi gdrmamisan’

Saribas kandi (18 km)

ilisudan 7 - 8 km simal - qarbda, daniz saviyyasinden 1800 metr yiiksaklikds. Qunaxaysu ile Agbulaq cay-
lari arasinda. 100 metrlik cay terrasi tizarinds, yerlasir. Buraya llisudan kegarak getmak mimkindiir. Qisi
sert, yay! ise milayim, har terefden yiiksak daglarla shate olunan Saribas Qaxin an ucqar dag kendidir Bu
kandin arxasindan Bas Qafqaz silsilasinin bir ne¢a zirvasi ucalir. Kenda aparan yollar dehsaetlidir. Buralara
yol ¢cakilmayib. Torpaq yol var sadaca. O da ki. har dafs yagis yaganda sel olub dasan Kirmiik ¢cayi bu tor-

Uaftuycau Detaliin Qg hMord

QAX 191

Sanbas tin fcin pnntaly

The news ol the Saribash village



St

A



paq yolu yuyub aparir ve naticada kandas gedis «galis kasilir. Cayin i¢arisindan piyada kegmaya cahd etmak
isa tahliikalidir. Yolda yaylaga galib - gedan gobanlara rastlamag. coban siifrasina gonag olub onlarla
sohbatlesmak olar. Saribasa sayahat asl macara va ekstrimi sevanlar tG¢tindir. 8ylancali yolgulugdan sonra
kenda gedib, dayisan hava saraitina gore geri gayida bilmemak ehtimalini unutmamag lazimdir. Yerlilarin
dediyina gore, bazan qonaqlar butiin yay! ilisuda Saribasa geds bilmak Uclin havanin diizalmasini
gozlayirlar

Saribas XIV asrde yasayls maskani kimi formalasib, ilk sakinlari calayirler olub. 1SS6 - ci ilds saxurlar
buranin yerli shalisine gaynayib qarisiblar. Hale 400 il bundan avval Samur « cay daralerinin birinde
movecud olmus Saxur kendinden galmaler Qafqgaz silsilasinin garb hissesina kegarak Saribas kandinin
asasini goyublar. Tarixi-memarliq abidalari ile zangin kandin an gadim abidasi 16-17 -ci asra aid Haci
Tapdig mascididir. Qadinlar burada orijinal naxish xalcalar va bol ornamentli yun corablar toxuyurlar.
Qadinlarin maisat isleri prosesinds yaranan bir folklor janri olan 'Tongay Malik" xalg oyunu sadaca bu
kends aiddir.

Toponim

San gadimda bulbil kimi gozal sasli, malahatli manasinda isladilib. Hatta mashur xalqg mahnisinda “San
galin’ deyanda onun darisinin rangi yox. sasinin bulbul kimi malahatli olmasi nazarda tutulur. San ila
baslayan yer adlari Azarbaycanda coxdur. Amma heg birinin rangi sari deyil. S6zlin etimologiyasi iri. boyik,
hiindiir kelimaleri ils daha cox alagalidir. Saribas « yani dag basi. Hagigaten de Qaxin Saribas kendina
yaragan addir. Burada seharlar gtinas dogarkan va qiirub ederkan daglarin arxasina tadrican endikca kendin
ustiinii san rang ortiir. Sanbas sovet liderlarindan Xrussovun kegan asrin 60 illarinde mashur regionlarda
inkisaf layihasinin bir parcasinin qurbanlari siyahismdadir. Bu islahatlara gors, ¢atin dag seraitinda, ucqar-
lardaki yerlasma markazilarina infrastruktur gakilmak yerina, oralarin shalisi rayon markazlarina
kocurilmali idi. Belslikle. Sanbas kand camaati da asagiya, dizenlik yers kogurilir ve kand camaatini
yerlasdiyi yeni yerda salinan yeni kandin adini Calayir goyurlar.
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Zagatala

This land of roses is also famed for its majestic. 750-year-old. plane trees. The most aromatic tobacco in the
world is said to grow here, but the abundant nut trees remain the main symbol of Zagatala.

Hazel nut

Hazel nut trees, called “bread baskets" by the locals, are the area's greatest asset. Nut trees grow on some
9.000 hectares. Local factories process around 3.00010f nuts per year. Nut reception points can be seen on
the roadside.

The attractive section of road from Sakl to Zagatala bodes well for the journey. Travellers were captivated
by the beauty of this road at the start of the last century. The Zagatala district was an important point on
the famous Tiflis - Nuxa (Saki) - Samaxi - Baku route. Work on the road to Zagatala began in 1867. In 1909
travellers spoke of a 68-verst (approximately 70-km) highway Nuxa - Zagatala - lagodekhi lined with nut
trees and different fruit trees. Zagatala was the only city and administrative centre in the district. It began
to develop in the mid-19th century and received its city status in 1850.

Facts and figure

Zaqgatala is 450 km from Baku. The town is located in north-west Azerbaijan on the southern slope of the
Greater Caucasus range in the Qanix-Ayricay valley. 535 m above sea level on the banks of the River Tala.

Seven rivers flow through Zagatala including the Qanix (Alazan). Tala. Katex. Muxax and Vakmaz. The high-
est point is Guton Mountain (3.648 m). It borders Dagestan to the north and Georgia to the south and cov-
ers an overall area of 1.348 square kilometres. The landscape is mainly mountains and plains. The climate
on the plains is mild while in the mountains it is cold and wet. Almost half the territory of the district is cov-
ered in mountain forest. The climate means the area can be a mountain resort

Mineral springs

Zaqgatala District is rich in mineral water springs. They are mostly sulphurous: Qosabulag in Magov.
Buqdaliq in Aliabad; Damiran springs in lahic: Kukurdlu water in the village of Sabuncu: the tributary of the
River Bitdili. full of iodine, in the village of Yuxari Cardaqlar; Isitma spring in Mamrux; and Hamam spring
in Qimir.

Zagatala state nature reserve

The reserve was established in 1929 on the southern slopes of the Greater Caucasus mountain range in
Zagatala and Balakan districts. One of the first nature reserves in the South Caucasus, it was set up to pro-
tect the local flora and fauna. It spans an area 600-3.600 metres above sea level. At around 2.400 m above
sea level are alpine meadows. An area of 24.000 hectares is home to more than 800 species of plants. 32
species of mammals and almost 90 species of birds, Twelve species of local flora and fauna have been
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Zaqatala

Deyilanlara go»a. diinyanin an atirli tuttini burada bitir. Qizil guller diyari Zagatala mohtasam cinar
agadan ile ma$hurdur. Markazi parkdaki 750 illik cinar agaclari rayonun tarixi simvoludur. Zaqgatalanin
girisindan ¢ixisina gadar har yerds garsiniza ¢ixan findiq baglari isa buranin asas remzi hesab edilir.

Findiq

Yerlilorin ‘¢orak agaci' dediyi findig arazinin an mashur nematidir. 9 min hektara yaxin bag sahalari var
Findiq zavodunda ilde 3000 ton findiq lepasi istehsal edilir.Yol boyunca butiin istiqamatlerds ‘findiq
gabulu' yazilmis I6vhalara rast galmak olar. Homin mantagalardan toplanan findiq xarica yollandigindan
daxili bazarda rast galmak demak olar miimkiin deyil. Tapilanda da cox baha giymata satilir.

Sekidan ve Qaxdan Zaqatalaya aparan yollar iralids insani gozlayan taassiratlar hagqinda ipucu verir. Bu
yolun gozalliyi kegan asrin avvallarindan burdan keganlari valeh etmays baslayib. Zagatala dairasi ma$tiur
Tiflis - Nuxa » Samaxi Baki ticarat yolunda mithiim mantaqas olub. 1867 -ciilds Zagatala yolunun ¢akilisina
baslanib. Sayyahlar 1909 - cu ilda har iki tarafdan findiq, gqoz. meyva agaclari ila ahatalanmis 68 verstlik
sosse yolu Nuxa mZagatala va daha da gozal olan Zaqatala « Lagodexi yolundan bahs ediblar. Dairada inzi-
bati markaz Zagatala sahari olub. Bura XIX asrin ortalarindan etibaran yiiksalmaya baslayib. 1850 «ci ilda
isa sahar statusu alib

Arayis

Baki «Zagatala arasi masafs 450 km-dir. Azarbaycanin simal «qgarbinds. Boyiik Qafgaz sira daglarinin cenub
yamacinda. Yevlax < Balakan sosse yolunun ustinds. Qanix - ayricay vadisinda yerlasir. Daniz
saviyyasindan 535 metr hiindurliikdaki sshar Tala gayinin sahilinda salinib, araziden 7 cay axir: Qanix cay
(Alazan). Tala cay. Katex cay. Muxax ¢ay. Bakmaz cay va s. an uca noqte Quton dagidir (3648 m). Simaldan
Dagistan, canubdan Gurcistan il hamsarhaddir. 1348 kvadarat km olan arazisini dagliq va diizanlik relyef
taskil edir. Duzenlikde milayim, daglarda soyuq ve riitubatli havanin misahide olundugu rayon
srazisininn yarisi, ssasen dagliq zona messlarle ortuludir. iglim seraiti burani dag - iglim kurortuna
cevirmaya imkan verir.

Mineral bulaglar

Bunlar asasan kikirdlu su bulaglaridir. Magovdaki Qosabulag, sliabaddaki Bugdaliq bulagi. Sabuncu
kandindaki Kukirdli su bulagl. Yuxar Cardaxlar kendindaki bol yodlu Bitdili cayinin bir golu. Mamruxda
yerlagan isitma bulagi. Qmirdaki Hamam bulagi. Qandax artezianini géstarmak olar.

Zaqatala Dévlat Tabiat Qorugu

Boytik Qafgaz sira daglarinin cenub yamaclarinda. Zaqgatala va Balakan rayonlarinin torpaqg sahasinds 1929
«cu ilds yaradilib. Zagafqaziyada qurulan ilk goruglardandir. Daniz saviyyasindan 600 - 3600 metr hiindr-
lukds yerlasir. Toxminan 2400 metr yiiksaklikdan alp ¢amanliklari baslayir. 24 min ha arazide 800-dan ¢ox
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included in the Red Book (of endangered species». The nature reserve, ideal for ecotourism. is also home to
a varietg of castles and waterfalls. A journey on foot or horseback along the tourist trails gives the chance
to watch and film the birds and animals. There ate convenient places to rest or spend the night along the
way and you can hunt for pheasant, water fowl, boars, rabbits and other animals There are good conditions
for skiing in the winter near the village of Qas. There are several tourist routes in Zagatala District which
allow you to get to know the area better

Lazat - Car - Shamil Castle

This is the most central and popular route. Shamil Castle, the final stop on the route, is also known as
Shamtlevka by locals. The defensive castle, on top of a mountain covered with thick forest, can be reached
only on foot or horseback. The road up takes three to four hours while locals say it takes all day to walk
there. The castle is one of the shelters that Sheikh Shamil used when he was fighting the Russians

The village of Car is the district’s main historical centre It is just one kilometre from the town of Zaqatala.
which became the district's administrative centre relatively recently. The population of Car is mainly
Muslim Avars The village has a bust of Sheikh Shamil and many historical monuments. The 18th-century
mosque in the centre of the village was an important religious and political centre and many leaders who
fought the Persian and Russian occupations came from here.

The villages of Car and Tala are very old. Three hundred years ago they were subordinate to the sultanate of
llisu. In the first half of the 18th century they fought against Nadir Shah whose imposition of excessive
taxes on the rebellious local population in 1735 led to a major uprising Although Nadir Shah's punitive
detachments razed the villages to the ground, he still could not subdue these people

Cingez Castle (18th century)

The castle, also known as Cingiz. is in a nut grove on Ibrahim kisi's land. In the Zagatala-Balakan area, most
of the historic monuments are found on private land, unlike in other areas

Such four-cornered castles predate the use of firearms An Arabic inscription 20-25 metres from the castle s
defensive wall dates to the 18th century.

The frequent changes of ruler in this area (Ottoman and Safavid) led to frequent uprisings In 1578 the
famous Qanix battle between the Ottoman and Safavid empires took place on the banks of the River Qanix.
After this historic battle, which ended in victory for the Turks, the region remained under their influence for
atime In the Zagatala-Balakan area this could be seen particularly in celebrations to mark the birthday of
the Prophet Mohammed To this day the religious verse (ilahi) of Yunus Ernie is recited at these events.

Trout Association

Fish-lovers should visit the Trout Association in the village of Maqov, also known as the Fisherman’s Rest
Centre Trout, a lasty and expensive freshwater fish, are farmed here Large quantities of the fish, reared in
special pools, are sent to market. The rest centre is in a gieen park, where a variety of tiees and loses grow
Ahotel and luxury and super luxury chalets have been built here recently
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bitki. 32 ndv TaTo 1. 90 novo gadar kdgari vo oturaq quslor yasayir. 12 bitki novi Qirmizi kitaba salinib.
Ekoturizm ucun ideal soraiti olan Qoruq arazisinds muxtalil gala ve salalalal vai. Turist cigirlari boyunca
piyada ve at belinds seyahats ¢ixanda gorugda yasayan heyvanlarin va quslarin davranislarini miisahida
etmak, foto va video ¢akilislar aparmagq olar Bu marsrutlarda turistlerin dincalmasi, cadirda gecalomasi ve
oveuluq tciin miinasib yerlar. Qas kandinin atrafinda qisda xizek siirmak tgiin alverisli sarait var. Umu-
miyyatla. turizm potensiali ¢ox yiiksak olan Zaqgatalada bir neca istigamatde daxili turist marsrutu
miusyyanlasdirilib ki. bunlar vasitasila rayonu gazib hartarafli tanimaq maslahatdir.

Lazzat - Car - $amilyovka

Markaza an yaxin va an populyar sayahat marsrutudur Son dayanacagi yerlilarin $amilyovka dediyi Samil
qalasidir. Yilksak dag basinda, six mesanin icarisinds yerlasen bu midafis galasina yalniz atla va ya piya-
da getmak mimkiindir. Atla 3 « Asaatda gedilan galani piyada ziyarat etmak kandlilarin dediyina gors bir
glin vaxt aparir. Bura Seyx Samilin rus isgalina garsi miibarize apardigi illarda siginacaglarindan biri olub.

Car kandi

Markazdan cami 1 km aralida yerlasan bu kand Zagatalanin asas tarixi markazi olub. Sonradan inzibati
markez indiki rayon erazisine koguriliib Boylik Qafgqaz sira daglarinin sleklerinda salinib, shalisi
misalman avarlardir. Tarixi abidalarle zengin kandde Seyx Samilin buistii gqoyulub. Markazdaki XVIII asre
aid Car mascidi ciddi dini ve siyasi markaz olub. Rus va fars isgallarina qarsi mibarize aparan Car « Tala va
Car « Balaken camaathg liderlarinin bir gismi mahz bu dini markezda yetisib

Car va Tala kandlarinin tarixi seharden gedimdir. 300 il avval ilisu sultanhig tabegiliyinda olublar. Nadir
saha garsi XVIII asrin | yarisinda vurusublar. 1735 -ci ilda Nadir sah ona bas aymayan camaata els vergilar
qoyub ki. boyiik tisyan galxib. Bolgays caza dastalarini yollayan Nadir sah hamin kandlari xarabaya cevirsa
da camaati yens 6ziina tabe etmayi bacarmayib.

Cing6z qgala (XVIII asr)

Cingiz qalasi da deyirlar. Carli ibrahim kisinin hayatyani sahasinds, findiq baginin ortasinda yerlasir. Digar
yerlardan farqli olaraq Zagatala - Balakan zonasinda saxsi evlarin hayatlarinds tarixi abidalar sayca ¢oxluq
taskil edir. Dérdbucaqgl formasina gora bu tip galalari odlu silah kesf edilmazdan svvalki tarixe aid edirler.
Bununla bels, galanin 20 « 25 metrliyindaki qoruyucu divarin tizarinds arabce yazilmis kitabads tarix XVIII
asri gostarir.

XVI asrin sonlarindan baslayaraq burada tez = tez dayisan Osmanli va Safavi dovlst idars tsulu insanlari tez
- tez Gsyana qalxmaga vadar edirdi. 1578 -cl ilde Safavilarlo Osmanlilar arasinda bas veran Qanix doyisu
da burada. Qanix ¢ayin sahilinda bas lutub. Osmanlilarin galabasi ile basa ¢atan hu tarixi hadisadan sonra
bolgs bir muddst Osmanli tirklarinin tesiri altina dusiib. Odur ki. Balakan - Zaqatala bolgssindaki dini
ayinlarin bir gismi, xtisusile moévlud kimi taninan ve peygambarin anadan olmasi sarafina duzaldilan
maclislarda bu yaxinliq daha cox hiss edilir Moéviud maclislarinda Yunus Emrenin ilahilari bu gtine gadar
oxunur
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Place names

There are several legends about the etymology o( the name Zaqgatala. Local people say that it means “Zaki
tala’, which translates literally as “Zaki's fields". Long ago a man by the name of Zechariah cleared a small
area of trees and built a house on the cleared field (“tala”), hence the name Zakari tala. Zakutala

It's more likely that the name Zaqatala is a distorted form of the word "Sakatala". which means "plain of the
Saks' The Sak tribes came to west Asia in the 7th century BC and settled in (Caucasian) Albania from the
right bank of the Kur River to the foothills of the Caucasus. These tribes lent their name to Zagatala. which
was originally Sakatala or Plain of the Saks.

History and monuments (Albanian houses, villages of Mamrux. Pasan and Muxax)

Famous historical and archaeological monuments show that this area has been inhabited by man since the
third millennium BC. Archaeological finds made at Alovlu Tapa in the Alazan River valley date from the
Stone Age (third to first millennia BC). Peasants from the village of Muganli found cleavers in the shape of
horse teeth, clay crockery and children's graves when they were working in fields not far from the village

Zagatala was in the western part of Caucasian Albania. In the early centuries AD Christianity was the offi-
cial religion of the state, to which this region was subordinate for many years, and the area’s territory is full
of Albanian Christian monuments from that period. Most of the temples in the woods and villages dotted
about the slopes of the trapezoidal Armatay Mountain are Albanian Christian.

Castles, defensive earthworks, temples, houses, graves, workshops, mosques and minarets from the early
centuries AD can be seen here. Almost 100 historical monuments protected by the state are recorded in the
district. Zagatala's villages have a dozen 5th-7th-cenlury AD Albanian monuments, known as Albanian
houses.

These ancient Albanian monuments, that resemble one another, can be found in the villages of Mamrux.
Pasan and Muxax. The temples are thought to have been dedicated initially to the trinity of gods. Mtthra.
Ahuramazda and Anahida. linked with worship of the Sky. Sun and Moon, heavenly bodies in the infinite
Universe. In the pre-Islamic period Christianity and religious beliefs concerning the Sun and Moon domi-
nated here.

Mosques

Aiound AO of the mosques in north-west Zagatala. which has the highest concentration of mosques, lost
their minarets in the Soviet peiiod Village mosques were built in the national architectural style The town
mosque, completed In 1998-2002. was built by master architect Adorn Elmas fiom Giresun (Turkey) in the
Ottoman Turkish style

The Cuma Mosque in the village ol Asagi Tala was the largest mosque in the Caucasus in its day It covers
20 hectares and 2.500 people can pray here at any one time The funds to complete construction are said to
have been provided by millionaire philanthropist Haci Zeynalabdin Tagiyev
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“Farel birliyi"

1978 mi ildan faaliyyat gosterir. Buna "baliqgiliq istirahat markazi' da deyirlar Makov kandindadir Srazids
farel baliglar yetisdirilir. Farel yalniz sirin suda yasayan bahall, lazzatli baliqdir, istirahat markazinds
xususi hovuzlarda yetisdirilan cox sayda baliq buradan satisa yollanir. Farel birliyi istirahat markezi cesidli
agac névlsrinin, gizilgillsrle dolu yasil parkin igarisinda salinib. istirahat markazinda son illarda lyuks va
super lyuks kotedari olan otel insa edilib.

Toponim

Zagatala adinin etimologiyasi ile bagl bir neca ravayat var. Yerlilora gora bu. Zaki talasi demakdir. Guya
qgadimda Zakariyys adli saxs six mesani qiraraq yer acib va 6ziina burada ev tikib. Bundan sonra Zakari tala.
Zakirtala kimi taninmaga baslayib. Zaman kecdikca Zagatala olub Zaqatala adi Sakatala. yani Sak duzi
adinin dayismis versiyasidir. E.. VII asrin avvallarinda Kimmer « Skit daldalari ilo On Asiyaya diismus sak
tayfalari Albaniyanin srazisinde de maskunlasiblar. Saktarin yerlasdiyi arazi Kur cayinin sag sahilindsn
Qafgaz dag atakalrina gadarki sahani tuturdu. iki hissaden ibarstdir: zaga ve tala. Zaga - Saka séziindsn
gotiralib, saklar manasinda islenir. Zaqatala Zakirin yox. sak tayfatannin talasidir

Tarixi

Zaqatala erazisinda yasayisin Il minillikdan bari mévcud oldugunu siibut edan tarixi - arxeoloji abidalar
movcuddur. Alazan cayi vadisinda neolit dovriina va eramizdan avval Il - | minilliklara aid olan “Yaloviu
topa" arxeoloji tapintilar askartanib. Muganli kendi yaxinhginda akingilik isi ile masgul olan kandlilar is
zamani torpagdan at disi saklinds gapacaglar, saxsi gablar, usaq gabirleri tapiblar.

Zaqatala Qafqaz Albaniyasi dovlstinin garbindes yerlasirdi. Uzun asrler bélgays hakim olmus Albaniya
dovlstinds eranin avvallarinda xristianliq resmi din kimi gabul edilir. 0 zamana aid Alban xristian memarliq
abidalari ila rayon arazisi cox zangindir. Zagatala mQax arasi dagliq arazids trapez sakilli Armatay daginin
yamaclarina sapilmis kandlarda va mesalik arazilords bu mabadlar sayca goxluq taskil edir.

Tarixi abidalar

Bizim eranin avvallarina aid olan qalalar, mudafis sadlari, tirbaler, mabadlar, evler, sanatkarliq emalatx-
analari. mascidlar va minaralar var. Rayon arazisinds dovlat tarsfindan gorunan 100 -8 yaxin abida geyda
alinib. Zaqatala kendlarinda V - VI asrlers aid 10 «don ¢ox Alban abidasi var.

Alban evi

Mamrux. Pasan. Muxax kandlarinds yerlasen va bir - birina banzar bu gadim alban abidalsrinde 1974-8A -
cii illerde elmi aragdirmalar aparilib Ehtimal edilir ki. mabadler insa edildiklari ilk zamanlarda miigaddes
uclilys «Mitra. Ahuramazda va Anahids hasr olunub Bu isa gdy cisimlarina, sonsuz diinyaya maxsus Goya.
Glinesa va Aya inamla bagl idi. islamdan avval yuzillar boyunca Aya. Giinasa ve xristianlia bagl inanc
hakim olub.
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Yuxari Gardaglar village

The village is 1/. km noith-east ol Zaqgatala town and borders the Greater Caucasus range to the north and
the village of Muxax to the south. Yuxali Cardaglar - Muxax is one of Zagatala's internal routes. The village
is home to the medieval Suay Castle, also known as the Tower It was once a guard post on the caravan route.
It is thought to have provided information on the movement of caravans and was used as a centre and bea-
con It is well worth visiting the area for its captivating beauty, ancient historical monuments and kind, hos-
pitable people. Everything is in place here for ecotourism the River Bitdili with its trout and the thick for-
est. tich in different fruit trees and berries. The intoxicating scent of flowers, birdsong and cool springs at
every turn make this an ideal place for picnics. A tup to Pori Castle is a must Built of hewn stone on a moun-
tain top. it looks like a magnificent statue

Legend of Pari Castle (4th to 6th centuries)

Although it is popularly known as Pari Castle, it is in fact a Zoroastrian temple The place is militarily and
strategically important As the paths to Pari Castle have been destroyed it is impossible to get there Locals
say that if you climb for an hour you can only get close to it but not inside. Theie are many legends about
Pari Castle, one of which was included in Yusif Callaxov's (1859) Names of the Caucasus and a Description
of the Land The legend says: World conquering Tamerlane reaches Azerbaijan. Concerned at the fierce
resistance of the local inhabitants he mobilizes his strongest commanders to seize the area The great con-
queror hears rumours that an outstandingly beautiful and bravo young woman is amongst the local popu-
lation who fight to the death and the last man standing. This girl by the name of Pari kills Tamerlane's
favourite commander in a fierce battle Angered by the news. Tamerlane sends Pari a message with a pro-
posal that she lay down her arms He also proposes to marry the girl Infuriated by Pari's reply better to die
than surrender to the enemy'. Tamerlane orders that the enemy be treated mercilessly Many people die,
while Pari climbs up from the fighting to a peak where the castle is now located Aware that she is losing
strength and that defeat is inevitable, she throws herself into the river below. Searching the whole area,
enemy soldiers find the girl's body several days later and take her to Tamerlane Ho orders that Pari s body
be left in his tent for the night The next day Tamerlane's troops withdraw from the area and attack in a dif-
ferent place It is said that when an old man suggested to Tamerlane in the twilight of his years another
campaign in the Caucasus, he replied: There even the women die as proudly as the men * The gieat con-
queror never set foot on this land again

Qaladiizu Park and Zaqatala Castle

Apark of culture and rest was laid out in 19/.7 in the area known as Qaladuzu. This is the highest part of the
town. The park covets 13 hectares and is home to 27 species of tree There are monuments, carousels, tea
houses and a restaurant in this recreational spot popular with Zagatala residents. Russian offireis who
seivcd heie after the caplutc of Zagatala in 1803 are buried in Qaladuzu. home to a large church and to
Zagatala Castle, which played an important role in the history of the area

fiom llio slail ol the 19th century Russia waged several campaigns in the logion. sulfenng great losses
oveiy time lire uilhtess and undefeated Russian geneial. Culyakov. was killed hoic in 1SO* The wave of
iipnsings that swept the whole Russian Empire started here In older lo prevent levolt the tsaust govern-
ment decided lo build major fortifications and fortiesses and to base hoops heie
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Pasan Kandi

Zagatalanin gozdan uzaq, an manzarali kicik kandlarindandi. Messnin six darinliyinda qus saslarinin
miusayiati ila yolu bilmayanlor bir nege saatliq axtarislardan sonra bir Alban evi il garsilasirlar Tak
hiicraden ibaratdir. Qafqaz Albaniyasi zamanindan. V -VII asrlorden galma tarixi abidanin kesikci galasi,
ibadatgah va sair ola bilacayi ehtimal edilir.

Mamrux kandi

Rayon markazindan 23 km sarqds, mesaiin i¢arisinda yerlasan bu safali dag kandinds saxurlar yasayir.
Saxurlar asasen sarisin, ucaboylu, agbanizli. rengli gozlari olan insanlardir. Oldugca gonagparvar saxurlar-
da bir masal var: ‘Samovari gaynamayan va gonagl olmayan evdan ev olmaz" Bu da o demakdir ki. bu
kandda hansi evin gapisindan icari daxil olsan, yedirib icirmadan yola salmirlar.

Zagatalanin an gadim keandlarindan olan Mamruxda XVItl asrden galma gadim korpi, eyni dénams aid
mascid va V asr Alban evi yerlasir. Mamrux mabadinin gadim inanclara goére Ay ilahasi Selenanin sarafina
tikildiyi giman olunur.

Muxax kandi

Rayon markszindan 12 km serqds. Muxax ¢ayinin sag sahilinda yerlasir. 8 min naferlik kend shalisi
azarbaycanllardir, skingilik, tittinculik, findiggilig. teravazcilik, bagciliq ve maldarliq kand shalisinin asas
masguliyyat sahaleridir. “Antristress effektli" kandlar silsilasindandii. Muxaxin an mashur tarixi abidasi
tamamils kolluglarin arasinda galmis gadim Alban evi va onunla eyni arazida XIX asrds insa edilmis Cima
mascididir,

Mascidlar

Simal - serq zonasinda mascidlerin sayca ¢oxluq taskil etdiyi yer Zaqataladir. Burada *a yaxin mascid
var. aksariyyatinda minaralarin olmamasi diqgati ¢akir. Coxu kommunist rejim zamani dagidilib. Kand
mascidlarinin aksariyysti milli memarliq Gslubunda insa edilib. 1998 « 2002-cl illards istifadays verilmis
markazi sehar mascidi ise Osmanl tiirk memarlg! asasinda. Tirkiyanin Giresun bolgesinden usta Adem
Elrnas tarafindan tikilib. Bunlardan an boyiyi Asag! Tala kandinda XIX asrds insa edilmis Cima mascidi
vaxtila butiin Qafgazda an boyitik mascid olub. 20 ha sahasi olan mascidda eyni zamanda 2500 nafar ibadat
eds bilir. Deyilanlare gora. yerli mascidin tamamlanmasi uctin taleb olunan vasaiti mashur xeyriyyaci
neftxuda Haci Zeynalabdin Tagiyev bagislayib.

Yuxari Gardaxlar kendi (14 km)

Simal terafdan Boyiik Qafqaz sira daglari ve cenubdan Muxax kendi ile hamsarhaddir. Yeri galmiskan
Y.Cardaxlar - Muxax kandlari Zagatala tizra daxili seayahat marsrutlarindan birini taskil edir. Kendds orta
asrlordan galma Stiayi galasi var Buna Biirc da deyirlar. G6zlama mantagasi olub. Karvan yolu iizarinda
yerlasir. Vaxtila karvanlarin gslis - gedislari ile bagl xebarlesma markazi, bir nov mayak kimi istifade
edildiyi giman olunur. Gozalliyina, manzarasina, tarixi abidalarina ve mehriban insanlarina gérs buralara
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Yoia/i Chardaglar nitage. Pan castle

Work began on this castle of great military and strategic importance in 180a and finished in 1830 The cas-
tle had three entrances and covered nine hectares. Some 30 rooms were built inside for different purposes.
A powerful garrison and its artillery were based here at one time. The castle, one of the largest in the South
Caucasus, was the main stronghold for putting down several peasant uprisings.

Mutinous sailors from the battleship Potemkin were sent here in 1905. Many years later a film about these
historic events The Rebellious Battalion was filmed here. Restoration has been under way in the fortress in
recent years.

Population

Representatives of 22 ethnic groups and nationalities live in Zagatala. including Azerbaijanis. Avars. Sakurs.
Meskhetian Turks and Ingiloys. They all keep their traditions, language and customs.

Mosul village

There are cities with this name in Iraq and Turkey. Weddings in this village are very interesting and involve
all the residents. There is no need for invitations. A tent is erected and tables groan under the weight of all
the food. Men and women sit at table at the same time in this area. Everyone eats, drinks and dances, tak-
ing it in turns to dance to Caucasian melodies. Local weddings are like contests where the dancers have to
show off their skills

Shalaxo

This is the oldest and best loved men's dance at weddings and is widespread across the Caucasus. It has an
interesting history. Gypsies travelled around the villages and took with them monkeys and bears to put on
shows for the local people. To the accompaniment of a simple melody on the tambourine the animals
jumped, leapt and performed cartwheels and somersaults. The owner put a piece of wood on the back of the
animal symbolizing a bundle of logs and ordered it to appear before the spectators. The word “shala” could
often be heard in this song which led to the word ‘shalaxo”. popularly pronounced as “shalakho” Two to
three people dance "shalaxo" at the same time but each of them performs a different dance. The dancers
compete in skill, technique and artistry.
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galmaya dayal. Kandds avarlar yasayn va asas masguliyyati akingilik. tuttinguluk, findigciliq. bagciliq vo
heyvandarliqdir. Haminin hayatinda findiq bagi var. Eva galan qonaglara findiq yedirir, yemayanlarin payini
qolluyuna vururlar. Ekolurizm ucun har cr serait var Suyunda farcl baly oldugu séylanan Bitdili ¢ay axir
Me$o har ciir meyva ve gilemeyvalarle zengindir. Cigaklarin goxusu, quslarin sesi, har terafden gaynayan
serin bulaglar buram ideal piknik arazisina cevirir. V.Cardaxlarda miitlaq goriilmasi garakan yer kandin
yuxari basindaki tarixi abids, buralarin yarasigi, yiiksek dag zirvesinde dasdan yonulmus mohtesem
heykali xatirladan Pari Qalasidir.

Pari qala (IV - VI asrlar)

Xalq arasinda bu adla taninsa da. aslinde Zerdiist mabadidir Harbi « strateji shamiyyatli yerdir. Pari
qalasina aparan yollar tamamils ucdugundan oraya getmak mimkiin deyil. Kandlilerin séyladiyina gors,
dag boyunca (iziiyuxariya dogru AS daqigs ¢ixmagla galaya yalniz yaxinlasmaq olur. igarisina daxil olmaq
isa geyri - mumkindr. Pari galasi hagqinda cox sayda afsana danisirlar. 1889 +cu ilds losif Qallaxov adli
musallifin 'Qafqgazin adlari va yerlarinin tasviri" adll xatiraler macmuasindaki ravayat bels saslanir:

Ravayat

Dunyani isgal edan Topal Teymur Azarbaycana galib ¢ixir. Yerlilarin giiclii migavimatindan tasviss disan
Teymur an gliclii sarkardalarini safarbar edir ki. bu teraflari ram etsinlar. Son nafarina ve son nafasinadak
vurusan camaatin icaristnda g6zalliyi ve igidliyi ila secilan cavan bir gizin xabari Teymura da catir. Siddatli
doyuslerdan birinds Pari adli bu qiz Teymurun sevimli sarkardasini 6z gilinci ils 6ldirir. Adaminin élim
xabarina gazablanan Teymur Pariys xabar yollayir ki. xoslugla silahini yers goysun. Ustalik ona arvadi
olmagi da taklif edir. Parinin 'diismana taslim olmaqgdansa 6lmak yaxsidir" cavabina gazablanan Teymur
daha amansiz davranmag amr edir. Naticada gox insan qirilir. Pari da déyiise - déyiise bu galanin oldugu
ylksakliys galxir. Yuxarida artiq giictintin tiikandiyini hiss edir. Uduzdugunu anlayinca da 6ziunu galadan
asaglya atir. Har yerda onu axtaran disman asgarlari bir neca gin sonra qizin meyitini ¢aydan tapib
Teymurun hiizuruna gatirirler. Teymur Pari xanimin canazasini bir geca ¢cadirinda saxlamagi amr edir. Ertasi
glin Teymur gosununu buralardan ¢akib basqa yerlera hiicuma kegir. Deyirler, qocaldigdan sonra ona
Qafgaza yenidan hiicum etmayi teklif edean bir qocaya. ‘Orada qadinlar da kisiler kimi mardlikle can
verirlar." - séylayan Teymurlangin bir daha da buralara ayagi deymayib.

Qaladtizui parki

Qaladiizii deyilan srazide 19417 -ci ilde madaniyyat ve istirahat parki salinib. Bura ssharin an (ist. dagliq
hissesidir. 13 ha sahasi olan parkda 27 név agac akilib Karusellar, abidaler, cayxana ve restoranlarin
foaaliyyat gostardiyi park zagatalallarin en populyar dincelma markezidir. 1803 «cii ilde Zagatala Rusiya
rakibina daxil edildikdan sonra burada qullug edan rus zabitlarinin dafn edildiyi yer olan Qaladiiztindo bir
boyiik kilsa ve buranin tarixinds cox 6namli yers sahib qgala da yerlasir

Zaqatala galasi

XIX yuzilliyin avvallerindan etibaren bu bélgeays dafalerls isgalci yiiriisler teskil eden Rusiya har dafe xeyli
itkiya maruz galib. !80A - cu ilde gaddar ve maylubedilmaz rus generali Qulyakov buiada oldiralib. O
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dénamda bulun rus imperiyasina yayilan tsyanlar dalgasi da mahz burada baslayib. Car hokiimali tisyan-
larin garststni ala bimak ucun Zagalalada ciddi harbi istehkam va gala tikdirmayin, gqosun saxlamayin vacib
olduguna garar verir.

Qala Car Rusiyas! terafindan harbi - strateji magsadla 1804 -cii ilds tikilmays baslanib. 1630-cu ilds tikin-
tisi basa catib. 9 hektar sahasi va 3 giris gapisi olan galanin daxilinds muxtslif magsadlar tigln tikilmis 30
~ayaxin binavar. Vaxtile burada toplarla tachiz edilmis gticlii garnizon, garargah, xazina saxlanilib. Qala car
hakimiyyatina garsi bir sira kandli ¢ixislarinin yatiriimasinda asas dayaq mantagasi va Rusiyanin Canubi
Qafgazda an boytk istehkamlarindan biri olub. Cox bOyiik sahani shats edan galanin i¢arisinda yutzlarls,
hatta bir nega min asgar ve zabitin talim kegmasi, yasamasi va istirahat etmasi {igiin serait yaradilib. ibadat
etmak Uglin ruslar galanin yaxinhginda kilsa da tikiblar

Qala Rusiyanin Qafqazda hayata kegirdiyi isgalgi siyasatin simvolik remzi kimi gebul edilir. isgalgi siyasate
usyanla etiraz edan dagli xalglar hamiss ilk névbads Zaqatala qalasini ala kegirmaya cahd ediblar. Car
ordusu yerli shaliya muxtalif nov agir vergilar tayin edirdi. Bu vergilari 6daya bilmayan yerli ahali. 1830.
1863. 1864-cti illarda Usyanlar galdirib. Har tUsyandan sonra qala bir nega yerdan dagilib. 1905 - ci ilda
Rusiyada Potyomkin gamisinin matroslari Car Rusiyasi ziilmiina garsi tisyan galdirdifina gora bu galaya
stirglin olunub. Manca siirgiin olunmagq tgln ala yerdir, illar sonra burada hamin tarixi hadisenin stjeti
asasinda 'Yenilmaz batalyon' filmi c¢akilib. Son illarde qalada rostavrasiya islari aparilib. Hale da harbi -
strateji shamiyyatini itirmeamis qalada DIN Daxili Qosunlarin harbi hissasi yerlasir. Amma tezlikle burani
bosaldib turizm Ggiin agiq zonaya ceviracaklar.

Shalisi

Zagatalada 22 millat ve xalqin niimayandasi yasayir. Bu etnik azliglar 6z adst - ananalarini, dillarini ve
dinlarini yasadirlar. Turklar, avar, saxur. lazgi, mesxeti turku, ingiloylar va digarlarindan ibaratdir. Bunlarin
icarisinda ingiloylar ¢oxluq taskil edir. 1859 « 1871 - ci il statistikasina gore burada yasayan 11 min
ingitoyun 8 mini miisalman, galani xristian olub.

ingiloylar

Qax. Zagatala. Balakands yasayan etnik grupdur. Albaniyanin tiirk etnoslarindandir. Giircii teleffiiziinda
ingiloy saslanir. Gurcti va tiirk dillarinds danisirlar. Tarixi manbalara asasen gadim Azarbaycan srazisinda
moveud olmus Alban dovlati tarkibinda Gel tayfalar yasayirdilar. Ptolomey ingiloylarin maskunlasdigi
arazini Gelda adlandirir. Mahz hamin gellsr indiki ingiloylarin acdadi sayilir.

XIX asrin 60 illarinda car hokimatinin Alazan vadisinds zorla xristianlasdirma siyasatina etiraz alamati
olaraq kutlavi narazilig baslayib ve 1863 - da agiq Usyanla naticalanib. Sonrasinda car mamurlarinin
tahdidlerinin yaxa qurtarmaq Ugln sliabad kandindsn tsyanin faal istirak¢isi olan 40 < a yaxin aila
Osmanliya kég edib. ingiloy miihacirler Adana vilayatinin Ceyhan ilgasindaki Dagistan kendinde maskun-
lagiblar. Hal «hazirda burada yasayan ingiloylarin bir gismi misalman, digarlari ise xristiandr.
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Gellar

Azerbaycan xalginin etnogenezinda boyik rol oynayan gellar Albaniyanin gadim sakinlarindandir Tarixi
manbalare gors, gel tayfalari e.s IV ytzillikdsn baslayaraq Albaniyanin sarhadlari daxilinds yasayiblar.
Onlarin bil hissasi, indiki Gurcustan arazisinds yasayanlar XIV yuzillikda gurculer tarsfindan assim-
ilyasiyaya ugradi Balaken - Zaqatala < Qax arazisinds yasayan geller ise tam assimilyasiya edilo
bilmadilsr. Clinki bu araziler XV asrds tiirk - misslman mansali Agqoyunlu ve Qaraqoyunlu dévlstlarinin
sarhadlari daxilinda idi. XVII asrds gisa middatlik ds olsa gurctlarin tesiri altina disan yengiloylar $ah
Abbasin bi bolgays ytiristindan sonra yenidan Azarbaycana gaytarildi ve ahalisi miisalman inanclarina geri
dondii. Bununla slagadar tiirkler arasinda yengiloy yani yeni gel ifadasi yarandi. Buna baxmayaraq 18S0-
ci ilden yengiloylar gircii kilsasinin tasiri altina diiserak bir gismi xristianlasdi. Avarlar onlara gelou. sax-
urlar gelavu deya cagirirlar. 1S-ci asrds Saingilo ifadasi yaranir ki. bu da yengiloylarin vateni manasini verir

Oliabad kandi

Rayon markazindan 18 km aralidadir. Zagatala - Balakan sosse yoluna bitisik. 6000 ha sahads salinan bu
kendds 9 mina yaxin ingiloy yasayir. Vaxtils ipsak yolunun ustiinde Sargin an bdyik bazarlarindan
‘askibazar’in yerinds indiyadak har hafte boyiik yarmarka agilir.

Mosul kendi

iraqda va Tiirkiyada eyniadli ssher var. Zagatalanin Mosul kendinda ingitoylar yasayir. Burada toya getmak
maraqlidir Toylar kend insanlari ti¢tin asl aylancadir. Bitiin kand istirak edir. Davetnamaya ehtiyac yoxdur.
Cadir qurulur. Stollar diiziiliir. Ustii yemakls doldurulur. Bu tarsflards gadinlarla kisilsr eyni stol arxasinda
oturur, bir yandan yeyib «I¢ir, bir yandan da durmadan raqgs edirlar. Bir - birini avaz edan Qafgqaz musiqisi
sadalan altinda névba ile hami ortaya atilir. Burada toylar temperamentli rags yarislarini xatirladir. Boytik
havasla oynayanlar bitiin ustaligini va maharatini gostarmali olurlar.

Salaxo

Bu. Zagafqaziyada genis yayilmis, toylarda en sevilen va an gadim kisi regslerindandlr. Yaranma tarixi
maraglidir. Kegmisda kand - kend dolasan garacilar ayl ve meymun gazdirar, camaatin garsisinda onlari
oynadardilar. Heyvanlari geazdiran garaginin qaval cala - cala oxududu yeksanaq. sads bir melodiya
ahangindas ayi ys da meymun hoppanar, mayallaq vurar, oynardi Baladgi garagi onun kiirayina bir agac
pargasi qoyardi. Guya ki. bir sale girp1 yiiklayib, isars edardi ki. tamasagilarin gabagindan kegsin. Ozii isa
oxuyardl. Oxunan mahnida tez - tez sala soziindan istifads edilardi ki. salaxo sozii de bu kokdan torayib.
Xalg arasinda salexo deyirler. Salaxonu eyni vaxtda 2 - 3 adam oynayir, lakin onlardan birinin ifa eldiyi
ragsin sakli digarine oxsamir. Burada asasan oynayanlar arasinda bacariqg maharat ifa texnikasi yarisi gedir.

Arxtoicjbi (Ulu Y iu O)q »)Kbl fMvin>

ZAQATALA 209

UOW KVP*TUCHSA » Murosi

Mosqve i* Mosul vilage »nd minirel






GONCO / RfINIA



r\2 GANJA

Ganja

The Georgians say that "Baku is the capital of Azerbaijan and Ganja is the capital of Azerbaijanis". It is
Azerbaijan's second largest city. Plane trees adorn the city. The number of persimmon trees along the road
attracts attention. As you walk along the street in Ganja in autumn, you can help yourself to persimmon

There used to be 70 streets here. Ganja. which has houses built from red bricks and tiles and a rich past with
its own special architecture and historical monuments, is home to genius personalities. It is the first capi-
tal of the Azerbaijan People's Republic which was the first democratic republic in the East and in the Muslim
and Turkic world. In a word. Ganja is a must-see destination to discover Azerbaijan

Note

The distance between Baku and Ganja is 365 km. It is located at the northeastern foot of the Small Caucasus
Mountain Ridge, on the Ganja-Qazakh plain and on the bank of the Ganja River The historical Ganjabasar
region stretches on a vast territory from Yevlakh to Qazakh. The territory is still known under this name. The
fact that Ganja. which is known as a regional centre, is located at the intersection of the Baku-Thilisi cara-
van route, has allowed it to establish trade links with large trade centres of the East beyond the Caucasus.
The distance from Ganja to Thilisi is only 120 km

Ganja mountains
The highest peaks are Murovdag - 3.440 metres. Qoshgardag - 3.362 metres and Kapaz - 3.066 metres
The Ganja Rive

Tire Ganja River is the right branch of the Kura and begins at a height of 2.314 metres on Mount Murovdag.
It enters Ganja on the 66th kilometre.

Nizami Ganjavi (1141-1207)

Ganja is the birthplace of Nizami Ganjavi. one of the luminaries of world classical literature His real name
was Jamaladdin ilyas ibn Yusif. The medieval Azerbaijani poet was born into a craftsman s family in Ganja.
He lived and was buried here. During his lifetime, he was known as a sheikh and was loved by the people
Although he refused to be a court poet, he wrote poems at the request of rulers and praised them. Nizami
began his activity with lyrical poems and his works are known as Khamsa (The Five). It includes five poems.
There are many places named after the genius poet in Ganja: The Nizami mausoleum (13th-14th centuries).
The Nizami poetry theatre (17th century). The Nizami home museum (1980)

Ganja architecture

The large administrative building, which is left over from Soviet architecture and is decorated with wonder-
ful columns, and the music fountain in front of it create a special atmosphere here While wondering in
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Ganca

Gdrctlar "Baki Azarbaycanin. Ganca azarbaycanlilarin paytaxtidir” deyirlar, 6lkanin ikinci boytik seharidir.
Yollarda xurma agaclarinin va xan ginarlarin coxlugu diggati ¢akir. Vaxtils burada 70 mahalla olub. Qirmizi
karpic va qirmizi kiremitdan tikilmis milklari, 6ziinexas memarli§i ve tarixi abidalari ilo zengin tarixi
kecmise sahib Gance dahi sexsiyyatlar vatanidir. Sarqds, misalman va tirk diinyasinda ilk demokratik
respublika olan Azarbaycan Xalg Ciimhuriyyatinin ilk paytaxtidir

Arayis

Baki - Gance arasi masafe 365 km-dir. Kicik Qafgaz daglarinin simal - serg ataklerinda. Gance * Qazax
diizenliyinda. Ganca ¢ayinin sahilinde yerlasir. Tarixi Gencabasar erazisi demak olar Yevlaxdan sonra diiz
Qazaxa gadar uzanan genis garb bolgasini shats edir, arazi indiyadak bu adla mashurdur. Regional markaz
olan Gancanin tarixen Baki - Tiflis karvan yollarinin kesisdiyi néqteds yerlasmasi ona Qafgazdan da o terafa
Serqin boytik ticarat markazlari ila ticari alagalari yaratmasina imkan yaratdi. Gencadan Tiflise masafa
cemi 120 km-dir.

Ganca daglar

On yiiksak zirve Murovdag 3440 metr. Qosgar dagi 3362 metr. Kepaz dagdi 3066 metr yiiksakliyi var.
Ganca gay!

Kurtin sag golu olmagla 6z baslangicini Murovdag silsilasindan 2314 metr yiiksaklikdan gétirir. 66 «ci km-
da Gancaya daxil olur.

Nizami Gancavi (1141 - 1207)

Diinya klassik adabiyyatinin korifeylsrinden olan Nizami Gancavinin vatsnidir, asl adi Camaladdin ilyas ibn
Yusifdir. Orta asr Azarbaycan sairi Gencada senatkar ailasinde dogulub, burada yasayib va burada dafn
edilib. Saghginda Seyx kimi mashur olub, xalq terafindan sevilib. Saray sairi olmaqgdan imtina etsa da hok-
mdarlarin sifarisi ile esarler yazib, poemalarinda onlari madh edib. Yaradicihda lirik serlarle baslayan
Nizaminin asarleri “Xamsa" (Beslik) kimi tarixa disiib. Buraya 5 poema daxildir. Gancada dahi sairin adi ils
bagh cox sayda obyekt var: Nizami magbarasi (X1l «XIV asrler). Nizami poeziya teatri (XVII asr). Nizami ev
muzeyi (1980).

Ganca memarhg

Gancada dolasarken gadim Sarq seharinde oldugunu hiss edirsan. Kohna tikililer. Gence cayinin tstindaki
qgadim korpulsr. ‘Dar us - Saltanat” saray! (X - X1l asrlar), mascidler va karvansaraylar miihafiza olunur.
Seharin an yarasigh binalarindan birinds. XIX asre aid Ziyadxanovlarin miilkiinds tarix e diyarsiinaslq
muzeyi yerlasir. Qafgaz Albaniyasi dovriine aid bazi alban mabadlarinin birinds mascid, digerinde Ganca
Dovlat Kamera Orkestri faaliyyat gostarir va har sanba giinii konsert verir.
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Ganjci. you feel in an ancient otiental city. Old buildings, ancient bridges over the Ganja River, the Dar us-
Saltanat Palace (I0th-I12th centuries), mosques and caravanserais are protected by the state One of the
most beautiful buildings of the city, the 19th century ztyadkhanov building, houses a history museum One
of the Albanian mosques belonging to the time of Caucasian Albania still houses a mosque and another -
the Ganja State Camera Orchestra, where concerts are staged every Saturday.

Ancient Ganja

It is located at a distance of 6-7 km from the city centre This place was a mountainous territory in the past.
Ganjabasar. which is located on a neighbouring height and has a rocklike relief, used to be one of the most
seismically active districts of the Caucasus. 1122. 1139 and 1235 saw earthquakes measuring nine with
their epicentre in the old city. After the strong earthquake of 1139. the city was totally destroyed. This nat-
ural calamity claimed about 300.000 lives. The survivors did not leave then homes and founded a new set-
tlement nearby The site of the previous city is known as the ruins of Ganja Like all medieval cities. Ganja
was also built as a castle in the 9th century on the right bank of the Ganja River

The Ganja Gate (9th century)

The Ganja Gate was made by the blacksmith Ibrahim Osman oglu in 1063 under the rule of Al-Fazris son
Shaddadi Abul Asyar Sayir The city was destroyed by an earthquake in 1139. Taking advantage of this, the
Georgians plundered the city and stole the large gate. In response to the Georgian attacks in the 12th cen-
tury. the Seljuk army invaded Georgia, but failed to get the gate back

This is how the historian Al-Isfahani described this historic event: -The city and region of Ganja were left
under the ground. It was destroyed so badly that it seemed there was no such city on eatth The city which
was destroyed by an earthquake was plundered by the King of Georgia Demetri. As he left, he took the city
gate to his own country *

Since that time, the Ganja Gate has adorned the Gelati Temple and the sepulchre of King Demetri’s father
David the Builder in the Georgian city of Kutaisi. The gate is 172 metres wide and 3.33 metres high.

Ganja Castle (16th century)

A small fragment of the castle - the castle wall «is located in the city centre near the Khan Garden The
intact wall of the castle is the remains of the Shiralibay Tower In the 16th century, the Ganja legion was a
battle field for Oltoman-Safavid wars. At that time, it was necessary to build a strong fortress. Ganja Castle,
which was known as "a shield that all Asians relied on’. was built by the commander of Turkish troops in the
Caucasus. Ferhal Pasha, on orders from Ottoman Sultan Murat |1l The total length of the wall was 3.6 km
and height «8.5-9.S metres

For its favourable geographic position. Ganja was always regarded as a place of special military-strategic
importance This is also proved by the letter that General Tsitsianov had written to the civilian governor ol
the Caucasus. Carparov. saying that ‘ the position and seizure of Ganja Castle, which keeps all of Northern
Azerbaijan in feat, is of special impoitance to Russia'
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Qadim Ganca

indiki sshar markazindan 6 - 7km masafadadir. Buralar gadimda dagliq zona olub airaf yiiksaklik tizarinda
ucalan gaya kimi relyefs malik Gancabasar Qafgazin seysmoaktiv rayonlarindan biri idi. 1122. 1139.1235
«ci illarda episentr gadim sahar olmagla 9 bal giiciinda zalzale bas verib. 1139 -cu ilds bas veran siddatli
zolzaladan sonra sehar tamamila dagilib. Bu tabii felakatdan sonra 300 000 « 8 yaxin insan 6lib. Falakatdan
sag ¢ixan sakinlar yerlarini terk etmayib, ondan bir az aralida yeniden masken saliblar avvalki sahar yeri
Ganca xarabali§gi kimi taninir. Biitiin orta asr saharlari kimi Ganca da IX asrda gala « sahar tipinda. Ganca
cayinin sag sahilinds tikilib.

Ganca qapilar (IX asr)

Ol - Fazrin oglu Saddadi abiil asyar Sayirin hokmdarli§i zamaninda onun tapsirigi ile demirgi Osman oglu
ibrahim terafinden 1063 - cii ilde hazirlanib. 1139 - cu ilds Gancads zalzale bas verarkan sshar viran galir
Fursatdan istifade edan gtrciiler sehari talan edir, galanin mohtesem qgapilarini ogurlayirlar. X1l asrda
glircti basginlarina cavab olaraq Salcuq ordusu Gurcilistana soxulsa da tarixi darvazani geri gaytarmir. Ele
o vaxtdan Ganca qapisi Glircistanin Kutaisi seharindaki Gelati mabadini, ¢car Demetrinin atasi Qurucu
Davidin magbarasini bazayir. Qapinin eni 172 metr, hiindurluyt 3.33 metrdir.

Ganca qalasi (XVI asr)

Hamin galadan galan kicik bir parca. Qala divari ssharin markazinds. Xan bag! yaxinligindadir. Qalanin
indiyadek yasayan divari Siralibay birctnin gah@idir. XVI yizilde Gence vilaysti Osmanh - Sefavi
miiharibalerinin doyus meydani idi. Mshz o zaman giicli gala zarurati yaranib. ‘Bitin asiyalilarin
glvandiyi sipar" kimi mashur olan Ganca galasi 1588 « ci ilde Osmanli sultani Il Muradin serencamina
asasan Qafgazdaki Turk gosunlarinin komandani Ferhad Pasa tarafindan tikilib. Divarin tmumi uzunlugu
3.6 km, hiindrluyti 8.5 - 9.5 metr olub. 1868 «ci ilde Ganca quberniya markazi olur. Yeni bas plan hazirlayan
quberniya arxitektoru Ignati lvanovig Krjintalovigin teqdim etdiyive 1873 -cii ilde imperator Il Aleksandrin
imzaladigi bu bas plana asasan ssharin markazi tarixi hissasi radikal dayisikliya maruz galir. Qalani
dagidaraq "avropasayagi kvartal" salirlar.

Ganca faciasi

XIX asrin 80 e ci illarinadak moévcud olan Ganca galasinda harbi garnizon yerlasirdi. Ruslar tarafindsn
tamamila dagidilan galanin mudafissinda 3700 nafer 6ldi. Qala tutuldugdan sonra sshar demak olar ki.
bosaldi. Tirk « misalman shali sshari ailalikle. nasilllkle. bitév mahasllalerla terk edirdi. Odur ki. bazi
kendler tamaman silindi. Qarabada. irana. Samuxa. Nuxaya gagdilar. Sakide bu giine gader Gancalilar
mahallesi durur. Rus isgalindan sonra Gancada bir cox sey dayisdi. 3 yanvar 1806 - cii il giini ise Genca
faciasi kimi tarixa disd.

Yelizavetpol

Yelizavctpol harbi dairesi Ganca xanligi 1806 - cii ilda tabe edildikden sonra yaradilmis harbi - inzibati
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In 1868. Ganja became a regional centre According to the new general plan drawn up by the regional archi-
tect, Ignatiy Ivanovich Krzyntalowicz. and approved by Emperor Alexander Il. the historical centre of the
city underwent drastic changes. The castle was destroyed and a European-style quarter was established

The Ganja tragedy

Ganja Castle which existed until the 1880s houses a military garrison Some 3.700 people were killed while
defending the castle which was totally destroyed by the Russians. The city became totally deserted after
the castle was seized. Whole families, generations and quarters of the Turkic Muslim population left the
city. Therefore, some villages were totally erased from the map. The population fled to Karabakh. Iran,
Samukh and Nukha. There is still a quarter of Ganja residents in Sheki After the Russian occupation, a lot
of things changed in Ganja 3 January 1804 went down in history as the Ganja tragedy

Yelizavetpol

The Yelizavetpol military district is a military-administrative unit established after the conquest of the
Ganja Khanate in 1804 Unlike the khanates that were incorporated into Russia through the signing of bilat-
eral interstate political agreements, the khanates that put up armed resistance to tsarist troops were imme-
diately abolished. In their stead, units called military districts and ruled by tsarist officers were established

The Ganja Khanate was abolished and reorganized into a region. The region was renamed Yelizavetpol on
the initiative of the commander-in-chief of the Caucasus. General Tsitsianov. He personally read out the
tsar s decree to rename the city Yelizavetpol from the minaret of Ganja s Friday Mosque to people who had
gathered on Shah Abbas Square on 2 March 1804. The city was renamed after the wife of Emperor Alexander.
Elisabeth This was a punishment aimed at making the residents of Ganja forget the historical name of the
city According to the decree, those who used the word Ganja were fined one silver coin (20 kopecks) It is
believed that after this historic decree, the obstinate people of Ganja visited tsarist officials, deliberately
said Ganja and gave the Russian officials one coin In all official documents until 1918. Ganja is mentioned
as Yelizavetpol.

The name of Ganja. a city that has a history of 2.500 years, has changed several times in the course of his-
torical events After Shah Abbas seized the city in 1606. the city was called Abbasabad for some time, in
1804-1918 - Yelizavetpol. in 1918-1935 - Ganja and in 1935-1990 - Kirovabad in honoui of the communist
leader S. M Kirov

The place name

The word Ganja means a treasury or a warehouse in Persian Because of the city's geographic relief, the word
is also interpreted as “spacious” It is also believed that the name is derived from the name of the Ganjak
Itilre Ganjak was one ol the 24 Oguz-Kipchak Itibes mentioned by the historian Mahmud Kashgari The his
torian Mahmud Ismayilov believes that Canja was founded by them

Ganja's previous names Gauz is a Median word, and Gunisa means “a land of women" in Greek Probably
it is about the legend about Amazonian women living in the Caucasus which was common among ancient
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vahiddir Gance xanhgi lagv edilarak quberniyaya cevrildi, arazinin Yelizavetpol adlandirimasi Qafgaz bas
komandani general PD. Sisianovun taklifi ile oldu. $shaerin Yelizavetpol adlandiriimasi haqqinda garin
fermanini 1804 -cii il martin 2 -de Sah Abbas meydanina toplasan camaata Gsnce Cuma mascidi
minarasindan saxsan oxudu. $aharin adi dayisdirilarak Imperator Aleksandrin arvadi Yelizavetanin sarafina
Yelizavetpol adlandirildi. Bu. saharin tarixi adini unutdurmag uctin gancalilera verilan caza idi. Fermana
asasan hamin tarixden sonra Gance soziinu isladenler 1 gumis abbasi(20 gepik) cerime olunurdu.
Deyilanlara gora, bu tarixi gerardan sonra inadkar gancaliler car ¢inovniklarinin yanina galarak maxsusi
olaraq Ganca deyib, sonra ciblerindan bir abbasi ¢ixararaq rus memurlarina verirdilar. 1918 «ci ile kimi olan
bitiin rasmi sanadlards Ganca Yelizavetpol kimi xatirlanir. 2500 illik ke¢misi olan Gancanin adi tarixan
siyasi hadisalarin gedisatinda bir nece deafe dayisilib. 1606 < ci ilde $Sah Abbasin sshari tutmasiyla bir
middat Abbasabad. 1804 « 1918 - ci illards Yelizavetpol. 1918 - 1935 - ci illards Ganca ve 1935 « 1990 «ci
illards kommunist liderlardan $.M.Kirovun sarafina Kirovabad adlandirilib.

Toponim

Ganca kalimsasi fars dilinds xazina, mahsul anbari manasina galir Cografi relyefina goére séziin manasini
genistilik kimi da izah edirlar. Bunun Gancak tayfalarinin adiyla bagh oldugu ehtimali da gicliidiir. Gancak
tarix¢ci Mahmud Kasgarinin adini ¢akdiyi 24 Oguz « Qipcaq tayfalarindan biri olub. Tarixci alim Mahmud
ismayilov hesab edir ki. Gancanin asasini onlar goyub

Gancanin ke¢cmisdaki adlarindan Qauz gadim Midiya s6zii. Qunica ise yunanca ‘qadinlar 6lkasi' demakdir.
Yaqin ki. Qafgazda yasayan amazon qgadinlari haqginda gadim yunanlar arasinda genis yayilmis sfsana
nazerde tutulur. Qadimds Qanga (Kanga) adlanib. S6ziin ilk komponenti ‘ gan* (kan) bir sira tiirk dillarinda
hakim, sarkarda: ca isa yer. yurd kimi tarcima olunur. Xan yeri, xan yurdu demakdir.

Sah Abbas meydani

Safavi hokmdari Sah Abbas (1557 - 1628) 1606 -ci ilda Gancani tutdu. Markazdaki $ah Abbas meydaninin
400 il yasi var. Burada mascid, karvansaray (XVII asr). Cokek hamam. Haci Bagir kahrizi ve xan gabiristanligi
olub. Diger adi Bazar meydani idi. Biitiin orta asr sarq seharlerine xas bazar meydani ictimai va ticarat
markazi funksiyasini yerina yetirirdi. Qurulus va 6lgllsrina gora ¢cox boyiik oldugundan buna Boyik
Meydan da deyirdilar. Meydan hiindtrliiyti 40 - 45 metr olan ¢inarlarla cevrali idi. Ravayats gors. Sah Abbas
toza sahar salinarken meydanin atrafina ginar tinglari akan bagbanlara bu uzunomirlii ve boyik agaclarin
boytiyarkan bir -birine mane olmamasi tg¢tin ‘genca - genca basdirin® deyirmis. Guya ona gora da saharin
ad1 "Ganca* qalib.

Sah Abbas mascidi (1606)

Serqde yaxsi taninmis memar Seyx Bahaddin Mashammad Amilin layihasi asasinda in$a edilen bu mascid
Ctima mascidi kimi de mashurdur 1776 «ci ilde binaya slave olaraq qosa minara tikilib. 1606 - ci ilde ilde
Safavi hokmdari | Sah Abbas terafindan tikdirilan mascidi XVIII asrda Cavad xan 2 dafe asasl temir etdirib
Mascidin daxilinde 12 imam sarafina tikilmis 12 hiicra var. avvaller burada madrasa faaliyyat gosterib.
Mascidin diggat ¢aken slamatlarindan biri budur ki. giinorta vaxti binanin giinbatan divarina disan kolgs
itir. Bu da giinorta namazina baslamagin vaxtini bildirir, ardabil. isfahan ve Qszvin saharlarinds banzar
mascidlar var.
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Greeks. In the past, it was also called Gancha (Kanche) The first part of the word "gan <kan) means a ruler
or a military chief in some Turkic languages, while cha means a place or home. It means a khan's home

Shall Abbas Square

The Safavid ruler Shah Abbas (1557-1628) seized Ganja in 1606. After his ascent to the throne in 1587. he
did a lot of work to expand, strengthen and develop the country. At the same time. Shah Abbas, who was a
very cruel ruler, took brutal steps to maintain his power and even killed his loved ones and his son for the
sake of power.

Shah Abbas Square in the city centre is 400 years old. There used to be a mosque, a caravanserai (17th cen-
tury). the Chokak bath, the Haji Bagtr underground water pipe and a khan's graveyard here. Its second name
was Market Square. The market square, which was characteristic of all medieval cities, operated as a public
and trade centre. Since it was too big for its structure and size, it was also called the Big Square The square
was surrounded by 40-45 metre high plane trees. Legend has it that when a new city was established. Shah
Abbas told gardeners, who planted plane trees around the square, -genja-genja basdirin' (plant them away
from each other) so that these long-lived and big trees do not get in each other s way. It is believed that the
city was called Ganja for this reason.

Shah Abbas Mosque (1606)

This mosque, which was built on the basis of a project by the well-known oriental architect Sheikh Bahaddin
Muhammad Amili, is known as a Friday mosque. A double minaret was attached to this building in 1776.
The mosque, which was built by the Safavid ruler Shah Abbas I in 1606. was refurbished by Javad Khan twice
in the 17th century. There are 12 cells built in honour of the 12 imams inside the mosque A madrasah oper-
ated here previously One of the remarkable features of the mosque is that the shadow which falls on the
western wall of the building disappears in the afternoon. This means that it is time for the afternoon prayer
There are similar mosques in Ardabil. Isfahan and Qazvin.

The Chokak Bath (15th century)

It is attached to the Shah Abbas Mosque. It was built on the basis of a project by Sheikh Bahaddin
Muhammad Amili. The building has a dome It is no longer used as a bath as the sewage system was dam-
aged during refurbishment work in Soviet times Those who visit Shah Abbas Square can familiarize them-
selves with works by Ganja craftsmen and pieces of applied arts on china dishes The Chokak 8ath houses a
centre for decorative arts.

One of the most important monuments on Shah Abbas Square is the sepulchre of Javad Khan. Although the
sepulchre was built in 2004. its history goes back to the 19th century Javad Khan's story is a ballade of
heroism for Ganja.



Cokak hamam (XV asr)

S$ah Abbas mascidinin bitisiyindo yerlasir. Seyx Bahaddin Mahammad Amilin layihasi asasinda tikilib. Bina
gumbazlidir Sovet vaxti tamir olunarken kanalizasiya sistemina zarar vuruldugu Ggtin artig hamam kimi
calismir. Sah Abbas meydanina galanler burada Ganca senatkarlarinin al islari, ¢ini gablar tizerinds tetbiqi
senat nimunalari ils tanis ola bilarler. Cokak Hamamda Dekorativ Sanat Markazi yerlasir.

$ah Abbas meydanindaki 6namli tarixi abidslerdan biri Cavad xan tiirbasidir. Turbs 2004 -c ildas tikilse do
onun tarixi XIX asra gedib ¢ixir. Cavad xanin hekayasi Gancanin gahramanliq dastanidir.

Cavad xan (1786 - 1804)

Ziyadogullar naslinin niimayandasi. Gancanin son xanidir. 1786 - ci ilden taxta kecen Cavad xanin
hakimiyyati dovriinds Ganca glclandi. Mistaqil xarici siyasat yurtiden Xan o dovrin mirakkab tarixi
hadisaleri fonunda 6z siyasi faaliyyati ile digsr Azarbaycan xanlarindan segilirdi. Yaxinlasan tshliike
qarsisinda Azarbaycan. Dagistan va Gurclistan hakimlarini antirus koalisiyasi yaratmaga muayyan
daracada nail oldu. Amma halledici anda Ganca xanina heg kimsa komak etmayinca tak galdi. 1803 «cii ilda
Ganca qalasim ruslar tamamils miihasirays aldilar. 1804 - cii ilde yanvarin 3 sehar saat 5 -de galaya
hicum emri verildi Amansiz déyuslerdan sonra ruslar ssharin migavimatini qirdilar. Bir aydan artiq
mihasirada galan xan va oglu Huseynqulu dismanlarinin bels etiraf etdiyi gahramanligla doyusarak halak
oldu. Belsalikls, general Sisianovun hads - gorxu dolu maktubuna cavab verdiyi kimi. “Gancani ancaq manim
canazamin Ustiindan kegarak tuta bilarsiniz* s6zlerine sonunadak sadiq qaldi. Cavad xanin mardliyi ve
sticaati garsisinda heyratlanan, onun casaratina ve amallarina heyran galan knyaz Sisianov xani bir hokm-
dara yarasan sakilds, tabutunu Gance bayragina sariyaraq dafn etmayi smr etdi

Xan bagi (1700)

Ziyadxanhlar nasli ile bagh olan tarixi assr bu giin gancalilerin va Gancaya galan gonaglarin
mamnuniyyatla gazinti t¢lin iz tutdugu parkdir. Qafqazda an bdyiik parklardan hesab edilir 1700 -cii ilde
salinmaga baslayib Dinyanin mixtalif yerlerindan gatirilmis yasilliglar, nadir bitkilar var. Cavad xanin
dénaminda bagda abadlagdirma, an boyiik yasillasdirma islari aparilir. Bundan sonra onun sarafina burani
Xan bagi adlandirmaga baslayirlar. Rus isgalindan sonra ise adi dayisdiriliarak Qubernator bagt olur. Xan
bag - xan ailasine maxsus 52 ha torpaq sahasinds 1847 - ci ilda salinan bu park “Sardar bagr’ kimi do
taninir.

Tarixi

Bazi muslliflar Gencanin Makedoniyali isgandar dévriinde (e.2.336 m323). digarlari Sasani hokmdari |
Qubad zamaninda (489 - 531) salindigini gostarir. IX asrds beynalxalq ticaretde muhim rol oynayan
soharde senatkarliq ve ticarst xiisusi yer tuturdu. Gance bazarlarinda yerli va xarici senatkarlarin
hazirladiglari muxtalif mamulatlar satilirdi. Orta asrlerde sehar karvanlarin tez - tez kecdiyi va ayaq
saxladiglari yerlardan biri olub.$ahar kimi V asrde formalasib.VH asrds iranlilar, sonra ise sreblar terafinden
dagidildi. Gence X esrde 945 « ci ilda ruslarin Bardaye basqinindan sonra Arranin markezina gevrildi.
Bununla da 6z cografi mévqgeyina gore simali Azarbaycan seharlari igarisinds on siraya kecdi. XIl asr
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Javad Khan (1786-1804)

Javan Khan is a representative of the Ziyadoglu family and the last khan of Ganja. Under Javad Khan who
ascended to the throne in 1786. Ganja became stronger. The khan who pursued an independent foreign pol-
icy differed from other Azerbaijani khans during the then complex historical events. In the face of the immi-
nent danger, he managed to some extent to forge an anti-Russian alliance of Azerbaijani. Dagestani and
Georgian rulers. But he was left on his own as no-one helped him at the decisive moment. In 1803. Ganja
Castle was totally surrounded by the Russians. The castle was attacked at five o'clock in the morning on 3
January 1806. After fierce fighting, the Russians broke the resistance of the city. The khan and his son
Huseynqulu. who remained under siege for more than a month, fought and died as heroes, which was
acknowledged even by his enemies. Thus, in response to a letter full of threats from General Tsitstanov. he
said "you can take Ganja over my dead body" and remained loyal to his words. Admiring Javad Khan's
courage and bravery. Prince Tsitsianov ordered that the khan be buried as a ruler and that the flag of Ganja
be wrapped around his coffin

The Khan Garden (1700)

This historical monument related to the Ziyadkhanli family is a park frequently visited by Ganja residents
and guests coming to Ganja. It is regarded as one of the largest parks in the Caucasus. Its construction
began in 1700. It has rare kinds of plants brought from various parts of the world Under Javad Khan, the
park was renovated and trees were planted here. After that, the park was called the Khan Garden in his hon-
our. After the Russian invasion. It was renamed the governor's garden. The Khan Garden was laid out on an
area of 51 ha belonging to the khan's family and is also known as the Sardar Garden.

ThB serti3r Gsrdstl

In 1867. a city park was laid out on an area of 6 ha in the Khan Garden on the initiative of the tsar's gover-
nor (commander) in the Caucasus. Prince Vorontsov. It was a place of recreation for the nobility. Awonder-
ful red-brick building for the Zemstvo department was built near the garden in 1897 In 1918. this building,
which was called the Duma House, housed the ADR government Now it is the main building of the
Agriculture Academy. The garden has fountains, a pond, a summer cinema, a summer conceit hall and a
z00.

History

-Janza is a beautiful, rich and crowded city. The large population of the city stands out for its generosity,
friendliness, scientists and respect for emigres.” Atab geographer Ibn Haukal. 977

-Ganja has five climates This Islamic city was built in the 39th year of the hijrah 16591 It is a beautiful and
great city.” Geographer Hamdullah Qazvini. 16th century

Based on his sources. Abbasqulu Bakikhanov recorded that Ganja already existed under Cyrus II. the king
of Persia.
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Atabayler dévlsti dénsmini Gance ugun gigaklenma dévru adlandumag olar. igtisadi, senaye, harbi va
madani cehatdan els yiiksalir ki. “Arran saharlarinin anasi' kimi s6hrat qazanir 1231 e ci ilde Gancani
mihasirays alan mongollar ciddi mugavimate rast galsaler da asir alir va dagidirlar. Daha sonra amir
Teymurun basginlarina maruz galan sahar XVI asrin avvallarinds yaranan Safavilar dovlatinin baylarbayliyi
olur. Bu dénamda sahar yenidan dir¢almaya baslayir. 1723 -cii ilde Osmanli gosunlari Gancani miihasirays
alsalar da tutmaga nail olmadan geri ¢akilirlor. 1736 « 17A7 -ci illarde Nadir sah zamaninda yiridilan
siyasat goharin yenidan zaiflomasina gatirib ¢ixardi. Onun dlimiindsn sonra yaranan xanliglardan biri
Ganca xanhgi (XVill - XIX asrlar) idi.

Tarixi abidaler

Ganca saharinda 50A tarixi abida geydas alinib. 288 danasi dovlat terafindan qorunur. Dini abidalarin coxlugu
diqqgati gakir. Gancebasar bolgasinde dini inanclarin an quvvatli oldugu yer sayilan Ganca miisalmanlar
arasinda 'Imam Huseyn' sehari kimi de mashurdur. 52 mascid var. 70 illik kommunist «ateist rejim butiin
inanclardan olan ibadat evlerinin ya dagidiimasina ve yaxud da binalarindan ferqli niyyatlarla istifada
edilmasina gatirib ¢ixardi.

Alman kilsasi (XIX a$r)

Gancanin an gozal memarliq niimunalarindan biridir. Car hokiimatinin Gancabasarda yerlasdirdiyi alman
miuhacirlar kilsanin tikintisinds asasan tuf dasindan istifads ediblar. 1915 «ci ilde Pravoslav kilsasinin isti-
fadssina verilandan sonra Aleksandr Nevski kilsesi adlandirilir. Binada indi Ganca Dovilst Kukla Teatr!
faaliyyat gostarir

Rus Pravoslav kilsasi (1875)

Gancani isgal etdikdan sonra quberniya markazinda yasayan ruslar tgciin insa etdirilib. Tikildiyi gtindan bu
glina gadar kilsa kimi aktiv faaliyyat gostarir.

Imamzada (738 - ci il)

Sahar markazindan 7 km simal - sarqda. Ganca ¢ayinin sag sahilinda. Aznixi kendindan sonra, gadim Ganca
arazisindadir. VIl asrs aid tiirbanin tizarindaki kitabade imam Mahammad Bagirin oglu ibrahimin gabri
(istiinda tikildiyi ve rus ordusunun 2 - ci atli - misalman polkunun sarkardasi, general » mayor israfil bay
Yadigarzadanin tesebbdsii ile barpa edildiyi (1878 - 79) gosterilir. Memarliq Gslubuna géra onun XIV asrda,
atrafindaki kompleksin isa XVII asrda tikildiyi ehtimal edilir. Tirbanin atrafinda kicik mascidler, kar-
vansaray tipli evler, darvaza ve komakgi binalardan ibarat dini kompleks yaradilib. Turbanin hiindurlaya 12
m. ginbazin hindurliyt 2.7 metr, diametri iss a.A metrdir. Kiinbaza mavi kasidan uzliik ¢akilib. Xalgq
arasinda daha gox islanan Géy imam Maqberasi ifadesi goy rengli mozaika ile slagadardir.

Bvvallar daha genis arazini shata edan kompleks XVII asrds ziyaratgah saklini alib, imamzads xususils dini

bayramlarda, an ¢ox da Maharram ayinda ziyaratgi axinina ugrayir Gence. Naxgivan. Bards. Nardaran
imamzadalarinin hamisi imam naslinin niimayandalari sarafina ucaldilib. Her birinin 6z tarixgasi var.
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Some authors say that Canja was founded at the time of Alexander the Great (336-323 BC) and others under
the Sassanid ruler Qubad 1(489-531).

Industry and trade took centre stage in the city which played an important role in international trade in the
9th century. Various products made by local and foreign craftsmen were sold at Ganja markets. In the
Middle Ages. Canja was a place frequently visited by caravans

During archaeological excavations carried out in the 1940s. a settlement belonging to the pre-Christian
period was discovered here. It formed as a city in the 5th century. In the 7th century, it was destroyed first
by Iranians and then by Arabs. In 945. Ganja became the centre of Arran after the Russian attack on Barda
Following this, it became the most important city of northern Azerbaijan due to its geographic position

In 895-1030. Ganja had its strongest period. At this period when castles, palaces, bridges and caravanserais
were built and coins were minted. Ganja's territory naturally expanded. Industrial zones were established
and trade, especially the sale of silk and silk products, increased At that time. Ganja also turned into a reli-
gious centre The centre of the Albanian catholicosate moved from Barda to Ganja

Beginning from the 10th century. Ganja started to strengthen its position as a centre. After the collapse of
the Arab caliphate, it became the capital of an independent feudal state. At that time, castle walls were
built along the bank of the Ganja River to boost the security of the city.

“Now Ganja resemblesa paradise”
Qatran Tabrizi

The rule of the Atabay state in the 12th century can be called a period of Ganja's piosperity. It became so
strong from an economic, industrial, military and cultural point of view that it was known as "the mother of
Arran cities”. In 1231. the Mongols surrounded Ganja. but encountered strong resistance. They took the city
and destroyed it. After that, the city was attacked by Amir Timur and became a vassal of the Safavid state
in the 16th century. At that time, the city started to revive again. Although Ottoman troops encircled Ganja
in 1723. they failed to take the city. The policy of Nadir Shah in 1736-1747 weakened the city again One of
the khanates that took shape after his death was the Ganja Khanate

Historical monuments

504 historical monuments have been registered in Ganja. 288 of them ate protected by the state. The great
number of religious monuments attracts attention. Ganja. which is regarded as the stronghold of religion in
the Ganjabasar region, is also known as the city of Imam Huseyn among Muslims. The city has 52 mosques
Asa result of the 70 years of communist atheist rule, prayer houses were oithei destroyed or used for other
purposes.

The Gernmn church (19th century)

It is one of the most beautiful monuments of architecture in Ganja. The German emigres resettled by the
tsarist government in Ganjabosai built the church mainly from tufa. After its handovei lo the Orthodox
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Gancanin emblemlari

Buranin o gadar gox simvolu, emblemi var ki... $aharin har yerinda, bitiin suvenir ssyalarda saharin tarixi
ramzlarina rastlamaq olur Gancadan bir xatira kimi bunlari alds etmak olar. Onlardan an populyar olani
gerbdir.

Ganca gerbi

Mustagil Ganca xanliyi zamaninda yaranib. Cerbds tasvir olunan gunas - sbadi hayat simvolu, ay mebadi
i$19. azadliq remzi. 8 gusal ulduz - tirkgulitk remzi, palid yarpagi «méhtasemlik, uzunémdrlilitk ve mudrik-
lik simvolu, bitiin bunlari 6ziinds birlesdiran yasil fon ise islamin remzidir

Ganca sabati

Cenub zonasindan sonra maigatda genis istifade edilen ve debdan diismayan lokal maisat avadanhgidir.
$ohar bazarindan satin almaq olar Qargidan hortiltr. Gancalilar 6lclistine gora bunu zarafatla xan sabati va
hambal sebati deys ayirirlar. $sharin miixtslif mahallslerinda bu sebati toxuyan ustalar var. Qargidan
hazirlanan mashur Ganca sebati arzaqlari uzun miiddst saxlamaq ugtin slverisli sayilir

Ganca paxlavasi

Digar yerlarin paxlavalarindan farglanir. &sas xususiyyatlarindan biri onun mis sinide ve ocagda
bisirilmasidir. Xalis Ganca paxlavasinin alti va Ustl girmizi, icarisi ag rangda olur. Yuxalarin saylari bilinir -
23 qat olur. Els kalorilidir ki. birdenasini bir defaya yeyib bitirmek mimkiin deyil Va an asasi, gergek Ganca
paxlavasi bir ne¢a ay galsa da xarab olmur. Paxlava els aziyyatli ve bahadir ki. diikanlarda satisina rastla-
magq ¢ox ¢atindir. Daha ¢ox Novruz bayraminda bisirilir.

Gancaya galmiskan asagidaki marsrut tzre sayahats gqatiimagi mitlaq nazere almaq lazimdir. Ganca «
Hacikand - Goygol (56 km)

Hacikend

Gancadan 23 km cenubda, daniz saviyyssinden 1000 metr yiiksaklikda. Pant sira daglarinin simal - garb
yamaclarinda, kicik mesalik darada yerlasir. Hacikandden etibaran iqlim kaskin daraceda dayismays
baslayir. Six mesalik dag - iglim kurortu, yaylagdir Cami 109 ha sahasi var.

Tarixi

Yuxari va Asagl Hacikend 1920 e ci ildan avval yalniz Ganca. Baki. Tiflis zenginlarinin yaylaq yeri olub
aslinda buranin tamalini XIX asrin ortalarinda almanlar goyublar Hacikend yasayis yerinin tamalini qoyan
almanlar abadliq isleri aparib, burada kilse da tikibler. 1870 «ci ilde Haci Mirgasim va onun gardaslarinin
malikanalari tikildi. Mashur bakili mesenat Haci Zeynalabdin Tagiyev daxil bir cox milyoncu kegan asrin

JU'MbIUIU G YOM*ODgiito* W.Vu

GBNC8 .225



226 CANIA

C" Ctoti ToAIGibxim /inv /i



GONCoa_227

Adttyyea OXi Tins Ot Aw fiWft



22$ GAKA

Church in 1915. il was called the Alexander Nevskiy Church. The building now houses the Ganja State
Puppet Theatre.

The Russian Orthodox Church (1875

It was built for the Russians living in the regional centre after the occupation of Ganja. The church has been
active since the moment it was built

imamzada (738)

It is located on the territory of ancient Ganja after the village of Aznixi 7 km northeast of the city on the
right bank of the Ganja River. A stone inscription on the 8th century sepulchre says that it was built on the
grave of Ibrahim, the son of Imam Mahammad Bagir. and was restored on the initiative of the commander
of the Russian army’s second Muslim cavalry regiment. Major-General israfil Yadigarzada (1878-79) For its
architectural style, it is believed that it was built in the 14th century and the surrounding complex in the
17th century. Around the sepulchre, there is a religious complex of small mosques, caravanserai-like hous-
es. a gate and auxiliary buildings. The height of the sepulchre is 12 m. while the height of the dome is 2.7
m and diameter - 4.4 m The dome is covered with blue tiling The phrase The Blue Imam Sepulchre which
is more common is due to the blue mosaic

The complex covered a larger territory before being turned into a shrine in the 17th century Imamzada is
more visited during religious holidays, especially during the month of Ramadan. All Imamzada sepulchares
in Ganja. Nakhichevan. Barda and Nardaran were built in honour of the imam’s family. Each of them has its
own history

The emblems of Ganja

This place has so many symbols and emblems that you can see them everywhere in the city and on all sou-
venirs and historical symbols of the city You can get them as a keepsake of the city. The most popular one
is the coat of arms.

The Ganja coat of arms

It was created during the lime of the independent Ganja Khanate The sun depicted on the coat of arms
symbolizes eternal life, the moon -eternal light and freedom, the eight-pointed star - Turkism. the oak leaf
- might, longevity and wisdom, while the green background symbolizes Islam

The Ganja basket

11'1S a loc.il household utensil that is widely used allot the southern zone ami Is always In lashion. Vou can
buy .1lran, the cily market. Il is woven Horn rood For its site. Ganja lesidents divide il in jest .mo khan bas-
kols and servant baskets there aie crallsmen who weave il tnvarious parts ol the citu The lamous Ganja
basket made from reed is good for storing food for a long time
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avvallarinda burada o6zlsrine mulk tikdirmays baslayinca diggst markazina cevrildi.Yaylagda milk
sahiblarinin ¢oxu haci oldudu ugin yerin adi da o vaxtdan Hacikend galdi, yeni hacilarin kendi Yay
aylarinda ailace burada toplasar. Qarabagdan o zamanin an mashur xanandalerini maclislarina davat
edarak mugam gecalari taskil edarlormis

Mabadlar

Orazi Alban mabadlari il zengindir Bir danasi yol tistiinds, ¢ox rahat yerdadir Ona Miigaddas Mariya kilsasi
da deyirlar. Tak htcralidir. tistiinde muxtalif bazakli xaglar hakk olunub.

Pan mabadi

Pan dagindaki migaddas Pan kilsasi texminan 2200 « 2300 metr yiiksaklikda yerlasir 1000 ildan ¢ox yasi
oldugunu iddia edirlar. Orijinal adi Mlgaddas Pantilius mabadidir Qadim yunan miflerine gora Pantilius
sahiyya -sagliq Tanrisinin adidir. Bu gadim alban mabadi xristian ve miisalman ahalinin ziyarat etdiyi nadir
pirlardendir Sevgi, mahabbat ti¢lin niyyat edanlarin, sevgililarin govusmasi Ggtin Gz tutulan tinvandir

ofsans

Btraf kandlarin birinda bir- birini sevan ganc oglanla qizin valideynlari evlanmalsrina razi deyilmis. Buna
gora ganclar gacmaga qerar verir va bu ylksakliya gadsr galib cixirlar. Onlarin izini buraxmayan
valideynlari galib tapirlar. Bunu goren ganclar Allaha onlari zalim valideynlarin alina vermamalari,
gizleanmaleri Gglin dua edirler. Belace, yer ayrilir va ganclar yera gémilirlar. Deyilanlara gérs, torpagin
ustiinda yalniz qizin sagindaki lent galir ve hamin yerds bu mabad tikilir. O vaxtdan sevenler govusmaq
ucln buraya galarak sevgilari tigiin dua edirlar.

Mabadin yaxinhginda basqga yerlards rastlanmayan. buranin mociizssi olduguna inanilan bir tabii hadisays
rastlayacaqsiniz. Torpagin tstiinda bir neca darin oyuq var. Onlarin igarisindan yiiksak tezyiqle glicli hava
axini yuxariya qalxir Kilak effekti verir. Yay faslinds onun tstiinda ucusan. sovTulan ytizlarls bocek gérmak
mumkindr.

Kicik Qafqaz daglari

Qafqazdaki 2 da§ sirasindan biri, kigik olanidir. 600 km uzunlugda. Boyiik Qafga2 daglarinin cenubunda
yerlasir, an uca zirvasi Giyamis dagidir (3724 metr). Murovdag. Qarabag. Mixtoken. Sahdag. Pant dag sil-
silasindan ibaratdir. Tacrid olunmus halda ytiksalan va dord bir yandan gortinan Kepaz daginin hiindurlayt
3030 metrdir.

Togana Kandi

GOy gol erazisinds, golden 1.5 km masafeds yerlasir. Qorugun bitisiyinda yerlasan son yasayis
mantagasidir. Buradan Kalbacara comi 80 km-dir. Togana Kurakcayin sahilinden baslayaraq yuxariya dogru
yiiksalen dag kendidir. Dogan sahin qusu, togana sahin yuvasi demakdir. Kendin camaatinin da sahin xas-
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Ganja paklilava

It is different Irom other types of pakhlava. One of its main peculiarities that it is cooked in a copper tray
and bonfire. The top and bottom of the real Ganja pakhlava is red and its filling is white The number of lay-
ersis 23. It is so rich in calories that it is impossible to eat it at once And the most important thing is that
the real Ganja pakhlava can be stored for several months and does not spoil. The pakhlava is so difficult to
make and is so expensive that it is very difficult to find it in shops. It is usually made for the Novruz holi-
day.

If you visit Ganja. you should definitely take the following journey.

Ashigli-Hajikand-Goygol (56 km)

Hajikand

It is located 23 km south of Ganja. 1,000m above the sea level, on the northern and western slopes of the
Pant Mountain Ridge and in a small forest gorge. Beginning from Hajikand. the climate starts to change rap-
idly. This place is a mountain resort with dense forests. Its total area is only 109 ha.

History

Before 1920. Yukhari and Ashagi Hajikand was only a holiday destination for wealthy people from Ganja.
Baku and Thilisi. In fact, this place was founded by Germans in the middle of the 19th century. Having
founded Hajikand. the Germans carried renovation work and built a church here. In 1870. the houses of Haji
Mirgasim and his brothers were built here It turned into a centre of attention as the famous Baku philan-
thropist Haji Zeynalabdin Tagiyev and many other millionaires began to build houses for themselves here
at the beginning of the past century. Since most of the house owners in the area are hajis. the village was
named Hajikand «a village of hajis. In summer, people would gather here and arrange mugham evenings
inviting the most famous singers of the time from Karabakh

Temples

The area is rich in Albanian temples. One of them is located in a very pleasant place along the road. It is
called Saint Merry's Church

Saint Pantilius Temple

Its original name is Saint Pantilius Temple. In ancient Greek mythology. Pantilius was the name of the god
ol health This ancient Albanian temple is one of the rare shrines visited by the Christian and Muslim pop-
ulation Itis a place frequently visited by loving couples
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iyyatlt. mard oldugunu deyirlar. Kurort kandi oldugundan yay aylarinda burada bos ev tapmaq olmur.
Butiin Gance camaatinin yaylaq yeri buradir.

Kurakcay

Kirtin sag goludur Baslangicim Kicik Qafgazin Murovdag silsilasinden alir 186 km masafade axan cayin
sahilinda 1805 «ci il K mayda Qarabag xani ibrahim xan va Rusiya qosunlarinin Qafgazda bas komandani
general Sisianov arasinda muqavils imzalanib

Goygol Milli Parki

2008 - ci ilda yaradilib Bir neg¢a istigamatda daxili turist marsrutu nazards tutulur. Bunlar piyada,
velosipedls nazarda tutulan marsrutlardir. Bura dag «iqlim kurortudur 423 nov agac. kol. darman bitkilari,
nadir quslar, vehsi heyvanlar, an ¢ox da maral va cliylir mévcuddur, an asasi Goy - g6l srazisinde Umumi-
likda 14 gdl var. Onlardan yalniz 7 - si boyuk gollar sirasinda oldugundan rasman geydas alinib. 1913 - cii
ilde professor D iSosnovski Rusiya tebiatgilari ve hakimlerinin XIIl qurultayinda ‘Qafqazda tebist
abidalarinin muhafizasi' mévqgeyindan cixis edarak burani xtisusi bolgs tayin etmayi taklif edir. Naticada
1927 -ci ilda Goygél yenidan atarfli arasdirildigdan sonra gorug elan edilir. 1937 - ci ilde Uk dafs Gancadan
Goygola taxminan 44 km masafada asfalt yol ¢akildi. Kigik Qafgaz daglarinin azematli panoraminin xususi
gozallik verdiyi goruq arazisinde 12 ndv torpaq movcuddur Biitiin fasillards mikemmal gozalliys sahibdir.
Uzun muddat galan mitkemmeal qgar értiyi ois idman névlari Ggtin ideal potensial yaradir Qorugdaki turssu
Murovdag istigamatinda. G6y-gol qorugu srazisinde mualicavi shamiyyatli bulagdir.

‘Dahi ressamin sah asari'. ‘Azarbaycanin mirvarisi'.'Azarbaycanin isvegrasi n gollerin kraligas!’,
toriflar bitmak bilmir ki. bilmir, aslinda bura ile bagl danisib leksikondaki sozleri imtahana ¢akmak yox.
Goy-golu hayatinda birca dafs ds olsa goérmak lazimdir.

Goy-gol

Qorugdaki an boytik gol Kicik Qafqaz silsilesindan Murovdagin zirvaleri arasinda daniz saviyyasindan 1556
metr yiiksaklikde yerlasir. Uzunlugu 2800. eni 800 < 100 metr, darinliyi 96 metrdir ©n gozel dag
gollerindandir. 7 - 8 km zolagda galin sam mesasi ile ahata olunub. Sirin ve saffaf suyu payizda daha da
soffaf olur. Ganceda masinlarla icmali su kimi Goygol suyu satilir Cox sayda farel baligi yasayir. Suyun
rangi goéya caldigi ticin Goy-gol adlandiriblar. Gin arzinda suyun rangi bir neca dafe dayisir. Mesalarin
kolgasinin suyun (izarina diismasi méhtasem goriintl yaradir.

Goy-goltn yaranmasi

25 Sentyabr 1139 cu ilde Gancada bas vermis gliclii zalzals ile bagl Kirakos Gandzaketsi yazirdi ‘Daglarin
basini bulud va duman buriimusdi ve Ganca qorxulu, dahsatli zalzalaya garq olmusdu. Ganca dagiimisdi ve
..." Zalzalanin naticasi olaraq Kapaz dagi ucaraq dagin atayindan kegan Agsu cayinin garsisini kasdiva Goy-
golyarandi Tarixi facia naticesina yaranan bu gél hazirda Azarbaycanin an manzarasli, gozal tabistli mashur
makanlarindandir
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Legend

In one of the surrounding villages, the parents of a boy and girl did not want them to marry For this reason,
the young couple decided to run away and arrived at this height Their parents follow them and find them
here On seeing this, the young couple ask God to protect them from their cruel parents and help them hide
The ground opens and the young couple fall under the ground. Legend has it that only the ribbon in the girl s
hair remains on the ground, which is why a temple was built here. After that, loving couples visit this place
and pray for their love. Near the temple, you will witness a natural phenomenon that is not common in other
places and is believed to be a local miracle. There are several deep dents on the ground. From inside the
dents, a strong flow of air rises under high pressure. This creates the effect of a wind. In summer, you can
see a lot of insects flying above and being sucked in

The Small Caucasus Mountains

The Small Caucasus Mountains are one of the two mountain ridges in the Caucasus. They stretch for 600 km
and are located south of the Great Caucasus Mountains. Their highest peak is Mount Giyamish 13724
metres). They include the summits of Murovdag. Karabakh. Mikhtokan. Shahdag and Pant The height of
Mount Kapaz. which stands alone and can be seen from all four sides, is 3.030 metres

The village of Togana

It is located on the territory of Goygol at a distance of 1.5 km from the lake. It is the last settlement locat-
ed near the reserve. The distance from here to Kaibajar is only 80 km. Togana is a mountain village which
starts from the bank of the Kurakchay River to the top. Togana means a falcon's nest. It is believed that the
villagers are as brave as falcons. Since it is a holiday village, it is impossible to find a vacant house here in
summer The rent is quite high here. It is a summer holiday destination for all residents of Ganja.

The Kurakchay

It is the right branch of the Kura River It begins from Mount Murovdag in the Small Caucasus Ridge Its
length is 186 km. An agreement was signed here between Karabakh Khan Ibrahim and the commander-in-
chief of the Russian troops in the Caucasus. General Tsitsianov. on 14 May 1805

The Goygol national park

It was set up in 2008. There are internal tourist routes in seveial directions. These are pedestrian and cycling
routes. This place is a mountain-climatic resort There aie 423 species of trees, bushes, medicinal plants,
rare species of birds, wild animals, antelopes and roe deer. There are 14 lakes in total on the territory of
Goygol Only seven of them are officially legislered since they form part of the great lakes line. At the 13th
congress of Russian naturalists and physicians in 1913. Professor Sosnovskiy called for the protection of
natural monuments in the Caucasus* and suggested declaring the area a special region As a result. Goygol
was studied in detail again in 1927 and declared a reserve The fiist 44 kin asphalt road from Ganja to
Goygol was built in 193/. There are 12 types of soil in the reseive to which the great panorama of the Small
Caucasus Mountains lends special beauty. It has wonderful beauty in all seasons. The perfect snow cover
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Maral gol

Eni va uzunu | km-o gadardir Darinliyi 97 metrdir. Su oksigen va farel baligi il zangindir. 2000 metr
yuiksaklikdaki Maral géliin cox maragh afsanasi var.

ofsana

otraf kandlalin birinds gozal qiz yasayirmis. Onun yeddi qardagi varmis. Gunlarin bir giinii zalm cadugar
bu qizin qardaslarini marala cevirir. Qardaslar mesalara gagirlar. Qiz eve gayitmayan qardaslarini axtar-
maga cixir Gaze - gaza gelib Maral gols catir. O zaman burada gol yox imis. Yorgunlugdan ve carssizlikdan
aglamaga baslayan qizin g6z yaslari damlaya - damlaya gol amals gatirir. O vaxtdan yerin adi Maral gol
qalir. Qoruq amakdaslarinin sdyladiyina géra burada marala rastlamaq olar. Bazan géls girib tiztirlar. Amma
kigik bir hanirti duyan kimi iti suratla sudan ¢ixib mesayas gagirlar. Marala baxmayin, bu géllarde insanlarin
¢immasini maslahat gormiirler. Dag goli oldugundan suyu buz kimi soyuqdur. Sirin su oldugundan va
soyugun tasirindan azalslari yigir ve haraket etmak mahdudlasir, imkansiz hala galir. Buna gére da gole
havasls atlayanlar ¢ox yaxs! tiziicii olsalar da. bogulmaqgdan yaxa qurtara bilmirler.
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that remains here for a long time creates ideal potential for winter sports. Turshsu is a medicinal spring
flowing towards Murovdag on the territory of the Goygol reserve.

You can hear lots of definitions like "The masterpiece of a genius painter”, "the pearl of Azerbaijan . “the
Switzerland of Azerbaijan' and “the king of all lakes". In fact, you need to see Goygol at least once in a life-
time instead of talking about it and using all the words in your vocabulary.

Goygol

The reserve's largest lake is situated at a height of 1.556 metres above sea level from the Small Caucasus
Ridge to Mount Murovdag. Its length is 2,800 metres, width - 800-1.000 metres and depth «96 metres. It is
one of the most beautiful mountain lakes. It is surrounded with a dense pine forest on a stretch of 7-8 km
Its sweet and clear water becomes even more transparent in autumn. Goygol water is sold as drinking water
in Ganja. There is a great number of trout here.

Since the colour of the water is blue, the lake is called Goygol (Blue Lake). During the day. the colour of the
water changes several times. The shadow of the forest on the water creates a beautiful view.

The emergence of Goygol

In connection with the strong earthquake that happened in Ganja on 25 September 1139, Kirakos
Gandzaketsi recorded: "The mountains were enveloped by clouds and fog. and Ganja was engulfed in a fear-
some and terrible earthquake. Ganja was destroyed and.." As a result of the earthquake. Mount Kapaz col-
lapsed and blocked the Agsu River that flowed at the foot of the mountain, creating Goygol. This lake which
emerged as a result of a historical tragedy is one of Azerbaijan's most beautiful and picturesque places

Maralgél

Its width and length are about one kilometre. Its depth is 97 metres. Its water is rich in oxygen and trout.
Maralgél, which is situated at a height of 2.000. has a very interesting legend

Legend

There used to be a beautiful girl in one of the surrounding villages. She had seven brothers. One day. a cruel
witch turned the girl s brothers into antelopes (maral). The brothers ran away into the woods. The girl went
to search for her missing brothers. She reached Maralgél. At that time, there was no lake here. The tears of
the girt who cried out of tiredness and helplessness created a lake Since then, the place has been called
Maralgol.

According to the staff of the reserve, there are still antelopes here. Sometimes they enter the lake and swim
But as soon as they hear a little rustle, they get out of the water and run into the woods again It is recom-
mended that people should not swim in these lakes. Since it is a mountain lake, its water is ice cold Since
the water is sweet and cold, it shrinks the muscles and restricts your movements For this reason, those who
jump into the lake cannot avoid drowning even if they are good swimmers.
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Gazakh

Gazakh is called Azerbaijan s gateway to the west. It is the last population centre in the western direction.
First thing that draws attention is that people speak in high tones here At first sight, it seems that two peo-
ple are arguing rather than talking. Then it becomes clear that it is not customary to speak quietly here. And
finally, the most interesting and strangest word is actually a mode of address: "Oltim." The stress falls on
the first syllable - the letter o. They say 6lim at the beginning and at the end of every sentence, which
makes their talk and dialect different

Note

The distance between Baku and Gazakh is 465 km. It borders on Armenia and Georgia and covers the south-
ern feet of the Great Caucasus and the northern slopes of the Small Caucasus. The Kura, Chogaz and
Khramchay rivers flow through the territory of the district. The district is located on the left and right banks
of the Agstafa (Oguztapa) River. Shamakhi-Qabala-Sheki-Ganja-Tabriz. Barda-Ganja-Tiflis. Darband-
Shabran-Baku-Canja-Iravan-Tabriz. Ganja-Siniq Korpu-Tiflis and Nakhichevan-Iravan-Tiflis caravan com-
mercial routes used to pass through the district. Most of Gazakh and Agstafa is mainly lowland Low moun-
tains cover the southern and south-western parts of Qazakh. In this place. Mount Odundag is 1.300 metres
high. Jeyranchol covers the northern and north-eastern parts of the district. The height of local hills reach-
es 600-800 metres here. Mineral resources include stones, clay, shells, sand and cement.

The land of ashigs

Gazakh is known as the homeland of ashigs. It is home to such great poets as Molla Vali Vidadi. Molla Panah
Vagqif. Mehdi Hiiseyn. Samad Vurgun. Hiiseyn Arif and Ismayil Shikhli. Samad Vurgun's poem “"Azerbaijan"
is probably the only poem that all Azerbaijanis know by heart

In Qazakh. not a single party is held without the saz. Everyone admires saz music here Sometimes, such
parties go on for hours. Some genres of oral folklore are actively used at Gazakh households and in the
everyday lexicon. During conversations, when citing an example, praising someone and so on. they do so in
a poetic way. Weddings in the western region cannot be held without ashigs The most popular saz song is
Yanig Karam. When ashigs come together, they definitely begin a competition of words and phrases.

Oza

Ozan is a title given to skilful poets and saz artists. Ozan was first mentioned in the epos Alp At Tunga Ozan
became a type of performance in the early centuries of the first millennium BC It is derived from the words
Oguz and uz.

Asltiq art

I .s the most ancient type ol national folklore In the 1Mh.121h centimes, ashigs were ptofessional stoty
tellets who could tell various eposes the Anatolian. Goycha. Tabrit and Shitvan ashiq schools foimed in that
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Qazax

Unra Azarbaycanin garba acilan gapisi deyirlar Qarb istiqamatindaki 4w yasayis manlaq.iMdii Qa?ax<ld ilk
baxisila sanki sobbot edanlai dava cuhr. dalasir dsiincasine qapilirsan Sonra anlagilir id. iada sakit sesle
danismaq adati yoxdur, an ¢ox diggat ¢akan. qularja maraqgl va gariba galen >0z aslinda bii inuiarisat for-
masidir ‘6lum.” Vurgu ilk saitin, o harfinin Usttina distr. Hai ciimlanin basinda va sonunda <|Ozaxlilai
‘olum.* deyirler ki. bu da danigiglarina, stvoloiina basqa bil calar gatr.

Arayis

Baki - Qazax arasi masafe 46S kmdir Ermanistan ve Glrcustanla hamsarhaddir Boyiik Qafgazin canub
ataklari va Kicik Qafgazin siinal yamaclarim shata edir. Kiir. Cogaz. Xiamcay rayon arazisinden axir Aystafa
(Oguztaps) cayinin sag - sol sahilinda yerlasir. Qazax - Aystafanin sathi asasan diizanlikdir. Qozagin canub
canub - garb hissasi alcaq dagligdir. Bu hissade Odundag 1300 metra gatir, arazinin simal va simal - serq
hissasini Ceyrancol tutur Buradaki tapaslarin hindurliyi 600 - 800 metra ¢atir. Faydali gazintilarindan
misar dast. gil. cingil, qum. sement xammali var

Ozanlar yurdu

Asiq vatani kimi ad ¢ixarib Molla Vali Vidadi. Molla Panah Vagif. Mehdi Hiiseyn. Semad Vurgun. Hiiseyn Arif.
ismayil Sixli kimi boyuk sairlarin va séz ustalarinin vatanidir. Semad VUrgunun ‘Azarbaycan' seri demak
olar ki. buttin azarbaycanlilarin azbar bildiyi tek serdir:

E/bilir ki. son nionimson
Vurdum, yuvam. mosk*ntms*n.
Anam, doyma Vatanimsan
Aynhrmtkonulcandan
Atorbaycan. Azarbaycan..

Qazax dedinmi. hoc bir maclis sazsiz 6tismur. Burada saz musiqisina har kas heyrandir. Bazan bu maclisler
saatlarla davam edir Sifabi xaiq adabiyyatinin bazi janrlarindan Qazax maisatinds, giindalik leksikonda
genis istifads edilir. Sohbat asnasinda, bu misal gaskmak istayenda, birini tariflayanda va sair durumlarda
bunu poetik sakilds, serls, gosmaile edirlar Qarb bolgasinin toylari da asigstz olmur an populyar saz havasi
Yanig Keramdir. Adatan asiqlar bir araya galince mutleq deyisir, 6z aralarinda sozls va ifa ile yarisirlar

Ozan

Tituldur Mahir s6z va saz ustalarina bels ad veriblar. Vikdafs ‘Alp ar Tunga' dastaninda ozan tipina rasllani
Ozanin ifagl kimi formalasmasi bizim e.a. | minilliyin ilk asrlerina tesadif edir. 'Oyuz' va “uz" yani qafiys
sozlarindan torayib.
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period Ganjabasal was one of the centres of the Goycha ashig school. Historically, folklore has been quite
common in this region and still retains its popularity Even Islamic values failed to break these traditions
Ganjabasar which stretches along Shamkir. Tovuz. Gadabay. Gazakh and Agstafa and covers all areas
around Ganja creates admiration for the saz and poetry in an ashiq environment It is very interesting to
observe hostility and rivalry between various ashig schools and their desire to beat each other with the saz
and poetry. The enthusiastic demonstration of skills by ashigs and their rapid responses to each other have
become a historical tradition. Therefore, if you go to Gazakh and see someone sitting with a saz in their
hands at a party, you should not be surprised

Ashigs have their own peculiar uniforms and clothes. In the recent period, more and more ashigs prefer
national costumes. The black boots, long trousers with hems folded into the boots, a long-sleeved shirt with
a collar and buttons and the black belt resemble some sort of military uniform They always wear cylindri-
cal hats. They say that in the past, ashigs encouraged soldiers before they went to fight and created a fight-
ing spirit in them

The front line

Gazakh has a 168 km border with Armenia. Although one of the internal tourist routes lies in this direction,
it has been impossible to implement it due to the military situation. Since 1991. six villages of Gazakh
District have been under Armenian occupation. The heavily battered villages of Yukhari Askipara. Ashagi
Askipara. Mazan. Ayrimli and Kheyrimli. which are famed for their historical-archaeological monuments
and natural reserves, are completely deserted. The village of Baganis Ayrim was totally burnt down in 1991

Baganis Ayrim

The village is located on the bank of the Chogaz River Its previous name is Seyid Ayrim The village was so
called because the Seyidli families settled near the former village of Baganis in the past. There were 108
Seyid families in the early 19th century. The place name means the village of Ayrim near Baganis The pre-
cise origin of the word Baganis is not known

The terrible traces of the war can be seen from the heights in the front line village of Qushchu Ayrim Gazakh
also has other monuments of great historical value on the front line

Qizil Qaya

This mountain consists of reddish and biown rocky slabs and draws attention with its enormity, leaning
against Mount Avey from the southwest For this reason, it is called Qizilgaya (golden rock) There arc leg-
ends about it. Barrows belonging to the Bionze Age have been discovered in a gorge called Barkin Agzi
Historians regard this place as the ruins of the ancient city of Khalkhal (Lola)

The ruins of Khalkhal flala)

TiU. piccisc sue of this HistoTic.il d11) situated in the west ot Caucasian Albania is not known It ts believed
that U was situated around Oizdqaija The Dattle ol Khalkhal is known in hisloiy Under Sassanid King
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Asiq sanati

Milli folklorun on gadim novudur. XI - X asrlardes artiq asiglar mixtalif mezmunlu dastanlar danismag:
bacaran professional nagilcilar idiler Hamin dovido Anadolu. Tabriz. GOy¢s. Sirvan asiq maktoblari for-
malagdi. Gotjca asiq maktabi mubhitlaiindan biri da Gancabasar idi. Thnxan xalq yaradicili§i bu regionda
genis yayilib va buytinadak populyarligini qoruyub Hatta islam dayarlari belo bu adol ananolori sindira
bilmaijib. Samkir « Tovuz - Gadabay «Qazax -Agstafa boyunca uzanib gcdan vo bitiin Ganca atrafi arazilari
ahata odan Gancabasar asiqg muhitinds saz « s6za ragbat heyranlig oyandirir. Mixtslif asiq maktablari
arasindaki adavat, ragabat, bir «birlarina sazla *s6zls ustunluk qurmalarini izlemak cox maraglidir. Duranin
asiglarinin bir nafess siiretle deyismalari, yaxud saz ifasi ile bagl maharatlerini canla - basla nimayis
etdirmalari tarixan yayilan ananalardandir. Odur ki. Qazaya qonaq gedands aylasacayiniz har hansi bir
maclisds alinds saz tutan birinin hazir olmasina taacctiblenmamak lazimdir Asiglarin oziinaxas formalari,
geyim dastloii var. Son dévrlado asiglar daha cox milli geyimlarda cixis edirler. Tarixan geyindikleri diza
gader uzanan qara gakmaler, alt hissasi ¢akmanin igarisine salman genis salvar, uzungollu. yaxaligl.
duymali kéynak ve ortasina vurulan gara kemar bir név asger formasini xatirladir. Basinda da mutlaq silin-
dr papaq olur. Deyilanlara goto, bir zamanlar asiqlar ordunu doytiss getmazdan énca ruhlandirmag, onlar-
da doyis azmi yaratmaq vazifasini yerina yetiriblar

Cabha xatti

Qazax Ermanistanla 16S km sarhad zolaginda yerlasir. Daxili turist marsrutlarindan biri bu istiqgamatda olsa
da. miihariba seraiti yasandigindan bunu gergaklasdirmak halalik miimkiin deyil 1991 «ci ilden bari Qazax
rayonunun 6 kandi ermani isgali altindadir Tarixi - arxeoloji abidalar va tabii zanginliklerujla mashur
dagidilmis Yuxari askipara. Asagi askiparo. Mazen. Ayrimli. Xeyrimli kandleri bombosdur. Baganis Ayrim
kandi 1991 -ci ilde tamamila yandirilb.

Baganis Ayrim

Cogaz ¢ay! sahilinda yerlasir Kecmis adi Seyid Ayrim olub. Yasayis mantagasi ayrimlarin Seyidli goluna
mansub ailaler kegmisde movcud olmus Baganis kandi yaxinliginda saldig! ticun bels adlanib Seyidlllor
XIX asrin avvallerinde 108 ailadan ibarat olub. Toponim Baganis yaxinhginda Ayrim kandi manasini dasiyir.
Baganis soziiniin deqiq mansayi balli deyil Miuharibanin dahsatli izlarini cebha xattindaki Quscu Ayrim
kandinin yiiksakliklarindan izlemak mumkindir. Qazaxin cabha xattinda yerlagan tarixi dayarlari yiiksak
olan digar abidalari bunlardir

Qizil Qaya

Canub « garhdan Avey dagina sdéykanan, szematll gorunttisuyls diggat ¢ekan bu dag qirmizimtil = gahvayi
sal gayalardan ibaiatdir Buna gore de adina Qizilgaya deyirlar. Hagqinda afsanaler var. Bir gadar garb
tarafde yerlagan Barkin Agzi adlanan dareds tunc dovnma aid kurganlar askar edilib. Tarixgiler burani
qadim Xalxal (Lale) seharinin xarabali§i hesab edirler
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Yazdagird |l. Zoroaster sent 700 priests to Albania in order to promote fire worshipping, but some time later,
the local population who could not stand violence, raised a revolt against foreigners and gamed a victory
near the citu of Khalkhal which was the winter residency of Albanian kings. The Arab historian Hamdullah
Oazvini recorded that the city of Khalkhal was situated 96 farsakhs (one farsakh is 6-7 km) from Baku. The
leader of the Girdman principality, which was the last Albanian state, and the last leader of the Mehranid
dynasty, Prince Javanshir and his wife are believed to have been buried here.

The place name

It is believed to be a place named after the Atabay ruler Shamsaddin Eldaniz. It has several interpretations.
One of them is that Qazaq is a Turkic tribe. The Qazaq tribe that settled here long before the Christian Era
closely participated in the ethos of the Azerbaijani people. It is also believed that the place name is derived
from the combination of the words qas and aq. It is very likely that a branch of this tribe, which spread from
the western coast of the Caspian Sea to the west and to the south, expanded in the western part of
Caucasian Albania. Qas is the surname of a union of tribes called Qaz and then Khaz (Khazars). In old
Turkish, it means height, greatness or mountain. Ag. experts believe, means a home or place and a rise
According to another theory. Gazakh means a mountain man. The Qases who lived in the mountains are also
called mountain Qases.

History

In 67 BC. after Rome’s failure in the Caucasus, the Roman Senate decided to send military a strong army
led by the commander Pompey the Great to fight here. The 60,000 Albanian horsemen who met the enemy
travelling on the Iravan-Diljan road started a battle of life and death at the foot of Mount Goyazan. The
Roman army was defeated and was forced to leave the area. In 66 BC. Pompey launched another sudden
attack on Albania. As he reached Agstafa. he met with the local army on the bank of the Kura River. After he
crossed the river, a clash occurred in a place called Kambizena. This place is now called Qarayazi. Historical
sources say that the Romans who were forced to cross the barren and arid Qarayazi plain took 10.000 bot-
tles of water from the Kura on orders from Pompey.

It is believed that in Qarayazi. Pompey’s legions captured two local villagers and demanded that they guide
them. As the villagers had no choice, they agreed and decided to lead the enemy army into impassable

bushes. Having saved their own lives, the villagers were rewarded by the Albanian King Aruz and his broth-
er Kozis.

In the 8th century, the military commander Marwan ibn Muhammad founded a settlement called Kasai. The
Arab sources of that period called this place Qasak or Qazak and reported that it was a big settlement. The
Gazakh sultanate was founded in the 15th century. Under the Safavids. this sultanate was subjugated by

the Karabakh principality. The Gazakh sultanate whose rulers had a sultan’s title was ruled bu three gener-
ations: a y

I. The Shikhhnski tribe called Qazakhli and Algazakhli was the first ruler. As the tribe defected to the

wﬁern'%éyyggoeolzthlé’%g?&nﬁ'I Ahmad "'«703 1730). the Safavids .elieved Ihe Qazakhli tribe from Eowe.
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Xalxal (Lala) xarabaligr

Qafgaz Albaniyasinin garbinds yerlason bu tarixi ssharin tam yeri dagiq malum deyil. Boyiik ehtimalla
Qizilgaya atraflarinda oldugu giman edilir. Tarixds Xalxal vurusmasi malumdur. Sasani hokmdari Il
Yazdagirdin dévriinds Zardiist - atagparastlik dinini yaymaq magsadile Albaniyaya 700 kahin
gondarilendan az sonra zorakiliga dézmayan yerli ahali yadellilara garsi lisyana galxarag, alban carlarinin
qis igamatgahi olan Xalxal sahari yaxinliginda ugur qazanib, arab tarixgisi Hamdullah Qazvini Xalxal
soharinin Bakidan 96 farsex (1 farsex 6 « 7 kmdir) masafeda oldugunu gésterib. Son Alban dévlsti sayilan
Girdman knyazligintn hokmdari, Mehranilar siilalasinin son lideri knyaz Cavansirin ve xaniminin
mazarlarinin buradaki gabirstanliglardan birinda oldugu séylanir.

Toponim

iddialara gore, Atabay hokmdari $emsaddin Eldanizin serafine yaranmis toponimdir. Bir nega variantda
izah olunur. Bunlardan biri. Qazaq tiirk tayfasidir. Eramizdan ¢ox awal burada maskunlasan gazaq tayfasi
Azarbaycan xalqinin etnogenezinds yaxindan istirak edib. Hesab edirlor ki. bu kslima “gas" va -aq"
s6zlarinin birlasmasindan amals galib. Gox giiman ki. Kaspi (Xazar) danizinin garb hévzasindan garba ve
cenuba yayilan bu tayfanin bir qolu da Qafgaz Albaniyasinin garbinda ¢oxalib. Qas 6nca “qaz", sonralar
'xaz' (xazarlar) adlanan tayfa birliyinin soy adidir, aski tiirkceds ucaliq, yiiksaklik, dag demakdir. Ag ise
miutaxassislerin fikrinca ham yurd, makan bildirir vo ham da galxmagq, ucalmaqg manalarini verir. Basga bir
ehtimala gors. Qazax dag adami, dagh manasini verir. Ucaliglarda yasayan gaslar, dagl qgaslar, dag gaslari
kimi da yozurlar.

Tarixi

Eradan 67 il awal Roma senati Qafqazdaki ugursuzlugdan sonra garar gabul edib sarkardasi Qney Pompeyi
giiclii ordu ila savasa géndarir. iravan - Dilcan yolu ila galen diismanin garsisina 60 min siivari déyuscii ile
¢ixan albanlar Goyazan daginin atayinda 6lum e dirim meydanina atilirlar. Tab gatirmayib dagilan Roma
ordusu buralari tark etmali olur. Pompey miladdan awal 66-ci ilda gaflaten yenidan Albaniyaya hiicum
edir. Agstafa arazisina catanda Kur cayinin sahilinds yerli ordu ile garsilasir. Kur ¢ayini kecdikdan sonra
Kambizena deyilan yerda togqusma bas verir. Bu diizengaha indi Qarayazi deyirlar. Tarixi manbalerds
Qarayazinin otsuz ve susuz diizangahindan kegmak macburiyyatinds galan romalilann Pompeyin tapsingi
ile Kiirdan 10.000 tuluq su goturduklari geyd olunub.

Deyilanlera gora. Pompey legionlari Qarayazida iki kandlini asir gotirarak baladgi kimi yol gostarmayi
talab edirlar. Carasizlikdan razilasan kandlilar diisman gosununu azdirmag ti¢tin onlari kecilmaz gamishga
salirlar. Belace canlarini qurtaran kandlilar Alban hékmdari Aruz ve onun gardasi Kozis terefinden miikafat-
landirilirlar.

VIl asrde serkarde Marvan ibn Mshammad “Kasal' adli yasayis mantagasini salib. O dévriin ersb
manbalarinds Qasak va ya Qazak adlanan bu yerin iri yasayis mantagasi oldugu yazilib.

XV asrda Qazax sultanligi yaradildi. Safavilarin dovriinds bu sultanliq Qarabag baylarbayllylna tabe edildi.
Hakimlari sultan tituluna sahib olan Qazax sultanligina 3 nasil rahbarlik edib:
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246. GAZAKH

2. When the Iranian military chief Subhanverdi was appointed in their stead. Gazakh was already subordi-
nate to the Karabakh principality. After Nadir Khan proclaimed himself shah in 1736. the ruler of Karabakh.
Ugurlu Khan Ziyad oglu, acted against Nadir. For this reason, when Nadir Shah ascended to the throne, he
handed over the Qazakh. Borchali and Shamshaddit regions to the Georgian Kingdom of Kakheti in order to
maintain his position and weaken the strong Ganja khan

3. On orders from the Georgian King Irakli II. Panah Agha from the family of Kosa Mirzali Agha who ruled
Salahli was appointed as a representative to the Gazakh sultanate. In 17S2. the Gazakh sultanate was
annexed by Haji Chalabi's Sheki Khanate which had defeated Irakli Il. After the death of the Sheki khan, the
Gazakh khanate fell under the influence of Georgia again and was incorporated into Russia together with
Western Georgia in 1801 The Gazakh sultanate was abolished in 1819 and became a county of the
Yelizavetpol (Ganja) region later. In 1909. Gazakh was granted status as a city and was abolished as a coun-
ty in 1929. Since 1930. it has been an independent district.

Historical monuments

Gazakh has 112 monuments of global, national and local importance The historical israfil Agha bath, the
Friday mosque and the seminary building in the district centre draw special attention.

Seminary (1910)

The first teachers’ seminary in Azerbaijan was opened in Qazakh. The building of the seminary was built in
1910. The two-storey tastefully decorated building which was built from burnt red bricks now houses a sec-
ondary school. When Firidun Kocharli relocated the Azerbaijani department of the Gori seminary here in
1918. he faced a lot of difficulties. A civil war was under way in Baku, and the situation was confusing The
delegation was dropped off the train at the Georgians’ demand and had to wait in Agstafa A decision was
made to keep the seminary in Gazakh until the situation stabilized in Baku But where? At this moment, a
resident of the village of Kosalar, millionaire Mashadi Ibrahim, handed over his personal two-storey house
to the seminary. The Tatar department of the Cori teachers' seminary trained 250 teachers from 1878 to
1918. These people made an unprecedented contribulion to Azerbaijan's public-political, scientific and cul-
tural life in the late 19th and early 20th century. Some episodes of the film “Deli Kuf 11969) were shot at
this seminary

Khramcliay

The real name of this river, which flows through Shikhli 2. is Ehram. It is a branch of the Kura. The Georgians
call it Khramchay Another name of the river is Tapadoy (Tavadoy). Khiami means -beating against the
coast™ It means a river flowing through a gorge "or “a deep mountain river" The rivor really flows through
adeep gorge over an extended period There are two famous medieval monuments on the river

Siniq Bridge (5th century)

it is believed that this bridge, which is intended for carts, phaetons, camels and mules, was built either
under the Sassanlds (3rd century) or during the time of Caucasian Albania (5th century) The stone crown
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! 'Qazaxl’. 'AlgazaxIf deyilon Sixlinskilar tayfasi ilk idaracilar olublar. Turk sultani Il shmadin (1703 -
1730> zamaninda tayfa Osmanlilarin tarafina kegdiyi tctin Safavilar yenidan burani geri alarkan Qazaxl
tayfasini rahbarlikdan azad edib

2. Onun yertna sarkarda iranli Subhanverdi xani tayin edilands Qazax artiq Qarabag baylarbayliyina tabe idi
1736 < ci ilde Nadir xan 6zunu sah elan etdikden sonra Qarabag baylarbayi ugurlu xan Ziyad oylu Nadirin
aleyhina cixis edir Bunun ucun Nadil xan taxta oturdugdan sonra oz mévgeyini itirmamak tctin gicli
Ganca xaninin niifuzunu zsiflatmak magsadile Qazax. Borcall ve Semsaddil mahallarini Kaxetiya < giircti
carligina verir

3 Gurct can Il Irakltnin farmani ile 1774 - cu ilde Qazax sultanligina Salahlida baylik edan Kosa Mirzali
aganin naslindan olan Panah aya vakil tayin edilib. 1752 - de Qazax sultanhigi Il iraklini maglub edsn Haci
Calabinin xanligi Sakiyas birlasdirilib. Saki xaninin vafatindan sonra yenidan giircii tasirins diisan Qazax sul-
tanhigr 1801-da Qarbi Girclstanla birlikda Rusiyanin tarkibina daxil edilib. 1819 «cu ilde Qazax sultanhg:
lagv edilir, daha sonraki illarda da Yelizavetpol (Gancs) quberniyasinin tarkibinds gaza statusu gazanir
1909-cu ilde gahar statusu alan Qazaxin gaza statusu 1929 -cu ilds lagv edilir. 1930 «cu ilden mistaqil inz-
ibati rayondur.

Tarixi abidaleri

Qazaxda diinya, 6lka ve yerli shamiyyatli 112 tarixi abide var. Rayon markezindaki tarixi israfil aga
hamami. Cuma mascidi ve Seminariya binasi diqgat ¢akir

Seminariya (1910)

Azarbaycanda birinci musllimler seminariyasi Qazaxda acilib. Seminariyanin binasi 1910 « cu ilds insa
edilib. Bismis qirmizi kerpicdan yiiksek zdvgle tikilmis ikimartabali binada indi orla makteb fealiyyat
gosterir. 1918-ci ilds Firidun bay Kégarli Qori seminariyasinin Azerbaycan sébasini buraya koglirenda boyiik
¢atinlikle qarsilagir. Bakida vetendas miihanbasi gedirdi, vaziyyat garisiq idi. Grciilerin telabi ils gataidan
endirilan heyat Agstafada dayanib goézlemali olur. Qarara alinir ki. Bakida vaziyyat stabillagsana gadar sem-
inariya Qazaxda faaliyyat gostarsin. Amma harda? Bu zaman meydana ¢ixan Kosalar kand sakini milyon¢u
Magsadi ibrahim tikdirdiyi sexsi ikimartabali evini xeyir magsedile istifade etmak Uglin seminariyaya
bagislayir. Qori muallimlar seminariyasinin tatar sobasi 1879 « 1918 - ci illarde 250 musallim yetisdirib
Bunlar XIX asrin sonu XX asrin avvallarinde Azarbaycanin ictimai « siyasi, elm ve madaniyyat hayatinda
misilsiz xidmatleri olan insanlardir. Seminariyanin binasinda maghur "Dali Kiir'(1969) filminin bazi
sahnalari ¢akilib.

Xramgay

1 Sixh srazisindan axan bu ¢ayin asl adi Ehram ¢aydir Kurun bir goludur. Giirciiler Xramgay deijir. Basqa bir
adi da Tepaddy (Taveddy) ¢ayidir. Xrami. ‘ sahila ¢irpilan® demakdir: ‘deradan axan cay*, ‘darin yataql dag
cay!' manasindadir. Cay hagigstan do uzun miiddat darin dora ils axir. Ustiinds orta asrlarden galma iki
mashur tarixi abida var.
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243 GAZAKH

of the bridge broke many years later. Since then, it has been called the Siniq Bridge (Broken Bridge). Some
parts of the bridge which broke in the course of time are still intact. A forester's house has been built on the
remains of its foundation on the left bank, and it works as a canteen. As there is another bridge standing
nearby, together they are called Qosha Bridge (Double Bridge)

The Red Bridge (12th century)

The Red Bridge, which was built under Atabay ruler Muhammad Jahan Pahlavan in 1136-1225 at a distance
of about 100 metres from the Siniq Bridge, has four spans. It was built between two hills on the Tapadoy
River which joins the Kura. As it was built from burnt red bricks, it is called the Red Bridge. It is 165 metres
in length and 12.4-4.3 metres in width. Caravans used to spend the night on vast pastures on the banks of
the river. This historical monument which plays the role of a bridge between Georgia and Azerbaijan has
now been declared a museum. The border checkpoint is also located here

In the 17th century, it was refurbished and decorated by Shah Abbas. For its style, it is similar to old Ganja
and Khudafarin bridges. There are interesting stories about them

In the past, only the Siniq Bridge spanned the Ehram River. Once a shah crossed the bridge, and on finding
out that it was broken, he said that a new one must be built; otherwise, it would be difficult to get to the
other side.

On his way from Iran to Thilisi in 1819. the writer and diplomat. Aleksandr Griboyedov, got off his horse here,
stayed here for some time, watched the bridge and got additional information from his interpreter Shamshir
bay. Later on. he stressed in a letter to his friend; *...In a desert covered with snow, we suddenly encountered
a monument of architecture. Oh God. how beautiful it was! This four-arch bridge was built symmetrically
and with extraordinary skill and taste.”

Goyazan
Residents of Carakh regard it as “the centre of the world". If you don't believe, let's measure it. they say.

Mount Goyazan visits the heaven
And it blocks the moon's path at nights

This rhyme belongs to Samad Vurgun. He praised it so much that everyone thinks that Goyazan is a huge
mountain. Those who visit it are always surprised

Goyazan is the emblem of Qazakh It is the biggest natural monument in the district and is 2S0 metres high.
The rare geological monument of nature emerged as a result of a volcano eruption. It is located 20 km from
the centre and 2 km to the left of the Chogaz River. It is not attached to any other mountain or hill. It is on
its own. You can see the remains of a large settlement - Yeddiburjlu Castle - at its foot. There is a cave and
pastures in the mountain, and they are regarded as first human settlements It is flatter than the summit.
They say that when there were holidays and enemy threats in the post, a bonfire was made on the peak of
the mountain
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Siniq korpu {V asr)

Deyilanlars gora. araba, fayton va davs, gatir karvanlari ucin nazards tutulan bu kérpti ya Sasanilar (111 asr»
ya da Qafgaz Albaniyasi dovriinda IV asr) insa edilib Tikilandan uzun illar sonra korpiinun taci, das gal-
masinin biri sinib. Ovaxtdan adi Sinig korpu galib. Zaman i¢arisinda dagilan korptntin bazi galiglan duun
Sol sahildaki 6zil gahginin Gstiinda mesabayi evi tikilib ki. o da yemakxana kimi faaliyyat gosterir. Saysiz
- hesabsiz ticarat karvanlarinin dayanacaq mantagalarindan olub. Yaxinhgindaki digar mashur kérpuyle
birlikds ikisina Qosa korpti adini veriblar.

Qirmizi kérp (X1 asr)

Siniq korpadan taxminan 100 metr aralida. 1136 - 1225 illerde Atabay hokmdari Mahammad Cahan
Pahlavan zamaninda tikilmis Qirmizi korpu dord asinmhdu. Kiira qovusan Tepaddy cayinin ustiinds, iki
tapanin arasinda salinib. Bismis qumizi karpicden hazirlandi§ina gore adi Qirmizi kérpii qalib. Uzunlugu
165 metr, eni 12.4 - 4.3 metrdir. Sahil dayaqglarinda genis otaqglarda vaxtila karvanlar gecalayib. Girctistanla
Azarbaycan arasinda korpi rolunu oynayan bu tarixi aser hazirda goruq - muzey elan edilib Sarhad kecid
mantaqgaesi de burada yerlagir

XVII asrds Sah Abbas terafinden asasl temir etdirilib ve bazadilib. Uslub cshstdsn gadim Gancs ve
Xudafarin korpularina banzayir. Onlar haqqinda maragli revayat var.

Kecmis zamanlarda Ehram cayinin Ustiinds takca Sinig korpti varmis. Buradan kegan padsah onun sinig
oldugunu 6yranandan sonra hékman yeni birisini tikmak lazim oldugunu soylayir. Yoxsa o taya gedis - galis
¢atin olar

Yazigl - diplomat A.S.Qrlboyedov 1819 -cu ilda Tiflisden irana gedarken burada atdan diisub xeyli dayanib,
korpiys heyratle tamasa edib va tecumacisi $emsir baydan slave malumatlar alib. Sonralar bir dostuna
yazdig1 maktubda xususi olaraq geyd edir ki.' .. qarla ortulii ¢olda gozlenilmadan bir memarliq abidasina
rast galdik. Na gader heyratamiz gozallikdir, ilahi! Bu dordtagh korplu simmetrik gaydada, fovgslads
ustaligla, ala z6vqls tikilib."

Goyazan
Qazaxlilar burani “diinyanin markazi' hesab edirler. inanmirsinizsa galin 6lcak deyirlar.

Goylere bas gakir Goyazan dag!
Axsam bagil olur ayin gabagi

Bu misralar isa Semad Vurguna aiddir. O qadar madh edib, els tariflayib ki. har kas Goyazani nahang, boyik
bir dag zann edir. Galib goranlar isa har zaman taacctiblanirlar.

W liui QUL > Wit
Goyazan Qazagin emblemidir. Rayondaki an boyiik tabii abidadir. 250 metr hiindirliyi var. Nadir geoloji Tre laaous “Red drdft
tabist abidasi vulkan piskirmasi naticasinds yaranib. Markazdan 20 km aralida. Cogaz ¢cayindan 2 km sol-
dadir. Hec bir daga ve tapaya bitisik deyil. Tekdir. Dibinde ve atayinda iri ve gadim yasayis yelinin.
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The place name

It is interpreted by Persian and Turkic words such as Kuhi Zanan (Women's Mountain). Kuhi Azam (Great
Mountain), Kuhi Azan (Azan Mountain). Goy Ozan (the blue ozan of the blue Turk). Koy Ozan (the village of
Ozan) and Guy Azan (silencer of noise). There are legends and stories about every interpretation. They say
that the city castle at the foot of the mountain was once devastated. Only a noble-looking old woman lived
there. When the Sassanid army passed through the area, they investigated the situation and named the
mountain Kuhi Zanan (Women’'s Mountain)

Another theory says that foreigners admired this lonely and high mountain and named it Kuhi Azan. i.e.
Mount Azan... The most convincing explanation regarding the place name of Goyazan is a mountain that
hits the sky. One of the internal tourist routes to be opened in Gazakh is the direction of Khanliglar-
Damirchilar villages.

The Didevan tower (6th-7th centuries)

It is a watchtower. It is also called Dadaban - the father’s house. Until the middle of 20th century, the tower
was a shrine. The watchtower was built in the first millennium BC and was part of a defensive system
together with the Albanian temple on Mount Avey. This monument of defensive nature on the territory of
the village of Khanliglar is on the list of architectural monuments of national importance. Although it has
different names and is interpreted differently, its interpretation as Dadaban - the father's house - seems
more convincing. Dadaban Tower is shaped like a truncated cone. It is 9-10 metres in height and 5-6 metres
in diameter. The colour of the tower is dark grey. When you look at it from afar, it looks like an Ottoman fez
hat. It is also known as the “Koroglu barrel*. This name was given to the tower because it resembles a bar-
rel. It is located on top of Mount Didevan on an ancient caravan route from Iravan to Qazakh. It was built
from large pieces of rock

The Gol restaurant in a lush area near the village of Damirchilar-Khanliglar on the Armenian border has
been famous since Soviet times. Some parts of the tower, located on the Iravan-Gazakh caravan route, were
destroyed as a road was built to the abovementioned restaurant in the 1970s. There is a reason why the
Didevan Tower, which belongs to the 6th-7th centuries, is known as the Koroglu tower among people. It is
believed that Koroglu passed through this area during one of his journeys.

Baba Dervish

This antique settlement, located 2 km west of the city on the left bank of the Agstafa River, is a monument
of global importance. It was a big city belonging to the Bronze Age. It has been repeatedly battered in var-
ious attacks and forays, and finally, it was destroyed by a strong earthquake. After its fall, its population
moved to surrounding villages. Some time later, dervishes settled at the ruins of the ancient city. Legend
has it that a dervish and his followers lived here in the past. According to dervish rules, marriage was forbid-
den. One day. a young dervish broke the rule. While travelling from one village to another, he fell in love with
a girl and married her. For this reason. Baba Dervish put a cuise on him. After this curse, the city was razed
to the ground. As a result of archaeological excavations carried out in 1958-62. three cultural layers were
discovered. A settlement dating to the 3rd- 1st millennia BC. prayer rooms and tombstones were discovered
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Yeddiburdu qgalanin galiglari gortnir. Gévdasinda ilkin insan maskanlari sayillan magara « olaylar var.
Zirvobi nisbatan yastidir Deyilana gora yodimda bayramlarda va diisman tahliikssi olanda dagin zirvasinda
tongal galanarmis.

Toponim

Kuhi - zonan (Qadin dagi). Kuhi -azam (azarnatli dagi. Kuhi « azan (azan dayi). Coy Ozan ( Goy turkiin goy
ozani). Koy ozan (Ozan kandi). Glly azan (sas « kuyu batiran) kimi farsca va tiirkca kalimalarla izah edilir Har
yozmaya dair afsanalar va ravayatlar var Deyirlar, dayin dibindaki sahar - gala viran olubmus Takca nurani
gan yasayirmis Sasani ordusu oradan keganda vaziyyatla tarns olur, daya da Kuhi -zenan yani Qadin day:
adlandirirlar Bels blr izahat da verirlar kl. yadellilor bu tak. uca ve hundur daya heyranligla baxib « baxib
"Kuhi -azan' yani azan dagi deyiblar. Toponimla bagli an inandirici izahat goy dalan, goylara bas vuran, goij
azsn yozmalaridir.

Qazax uzra gergaklasdirilacak daxili turist msayahat marsrutlarindan biri de Xanliglar « Damirgilar kendi
tstlgamatindadir

Didevan ciiillasi (VI - VII asrlar)

Gozatci qalasidir. Dadsban mDads evi da deyirlor. Qala XX asrin ortalarinadsk ziyarstgah olub. E.a. 1minil-
likds insa edilan bu gozatgi qtllasi Avey dagindaki Alban mabadiyls birlikde miidafis sistemi taskil edib
Xanliglar kandi arazisindeki mudafia xarakterli bu abide memarlig nimunasi kimi 6lka ahamiyyatli
abidalar siyahisina aiddir. Adini mixtslif ctir desaler, ayri -ayn manalandirsalar da. Dadaban - dads evi
kimi izahi daha inandiricidir. Dadsban Qalasi kasik konusvari formadadir. Hiindurltyti 9 « 10 metr, diametri
5 - 6 metrdir. Qalanin rangi garaya calan boz rengdir. Uzaqdan baxdiginiz ratan Osmanl dénami tiirk faes
papaglarina banzarliyi ile diggati calb edir. Daha ¢ox "Koroglu bogkasi* adi ile taninir. Qurulusca bogkaya
benzadiyine gore bu adi yarasdiriblar. irevan - Qazax karvan yolunun giraginda yerlasan qalanin bezi
parcalari kegan asrin 70-ci illerinde yuxaridaki restorana yol c¢okilerken dagidilib. VI « VIl asrlara aid
Oidivan qiillesi el - oba i¢arisinda Koroglu galasi kimi taninmasinin sababi var. Ehtimal edilir ki. Kologlu
hansisa safarlerindan birinds buradan kegib

Baba Darvis

Sahardan 2 km garbda. Agstafa cayinin solunda antik yasayis maskani diinya shamiyyatli abidadir Tunc
dovriina aul iri sahar olub. Dafalarls hiicumlara, basqinlara maruz galaraq dagilib, nahayat gliciu zalzaladan
sonra tamamila ortadan itib. Stiqut edendan sonra ahalisi atraf kendlara kégiib. Bir miiddai sonra gadim
saharin xarabaliginda darvislar maskan saliblar. Ravayata gore bir zaman Darvis baba ve onun muridlari
burada yasay inis. Darvis adatlarina gors evleanmak gadagan olub. Ginlarin bir giinii ganc darvislardan biri
bu adati pozub Kand - kand gazarkan gordiyt qizlardan birini sevib va onunla evlenib Buna goto Baba
darvis ona qargis edib Bu gargisdan sonra sahar yerla yeksan olub. 1958 - 62-ci illarde aparilmis arxeoloji
tadgigatlar naticasinds arazide 3 madani tebagae askar edilib. Eranin 111 - Iminilliklare aid yasayis maskani,
ibadotgah yerlari va qobr abidaleri tiza gixarilib. Kegan asrin 70 -ci illerinde Agstafadan Batxudarltya damir
yolu ¢akilarkan bu gadim ve zangin yasayis yeri dagidilib. Baba Darvis arazisinda 3 dini abids, tiirba var.
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As a railway was built from Agstafa to Barkhudarli in the 1970s. this ancient and rich settlement was
destroyed. There are three religious monuments and one sepulchre on the territory of Baba Dervish.

The Seven Brothers

It is also called the seven stones. It is located on the south-western edge of the village of Damirchilar and
at the end of the Qapagli Gorge. These are stones attached to each other. The seven stones are believed to
have been a single stone in the past. Two pieces broke off some time later. Visitors lit candles, put them on
the stones and made wishes here. Some people sacrificed animals. There is an interesting legend about this
place. In ancient times, enemies were planning an attack the area. People who learnt about this started a
watch on the upper edge of the village by seven men at a time. When it came to seven brothers living in the
village, they fell asleep while on duty. When they woke up. they realized that the enemy had surrounded
them. They prayed to God asking him not to let the enemy capture them. After this prayer, a heavy rain
started to fall from the sky. the thunder struck, the people woke up. defended the village and the brothers
turned into stone. Since then, this place has been a shrine.

The Inja Gorge

One of the tourist routes goes along this gorge. Inja is the name of a river. It is a place that has beautiful
views and orchards. Its plains which start from the foot of the Gazakh mountains are covered with alpine
grasslands. This is the Altuntakht summer pasture. The Inja Gorge is situated behind the pasture. Mount
Qaragoyunlu is situated in front of the gorge. The Inja Gorge is rich in historical monuments and includes
four villages: Aslanbayli, Qaymagqli, Kamarli and Khanbagi.

The village of Kamarli

The village, which is situated on the edge of the Inja Gorge on the border, is surrounded by vegetation, There
is an artificial lake here. The handover of the village's Khanbagi historical forest to Armenians caused a
scandal in 1984. Although several high-ranking officials were dismissed, the lands were never returned
Khanbagi used to be a summer holiday destination belonging to aristocratic families.

The village of Aslanbayli

The most famous monument in the village is the sepulchre of Haji Mahmud Afandi. or in other words, the
blue sepulchre.

The Sama dance

It is a dance performed only by residents of the village of Aslanbayli. It resembles a religious ritual or med-
itation. The Sama dance is performed during movlud days. Movlud is a free meal given in honour of a
deceased person. On that day. they gather at the house of the dead man and eat together. They light can-
dles on the table and offer prayers in honour of spirits. After the meal, they sit on their floor with their legs
folded and recite philosophical poems in honour of the dead man's spirit and the greatness of God. During
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Yeddi qardas

Yeddi das da deyirler. Damirgiler kandinin cenub < gerb qulaginda. Qapaql dera mahallesinin
qurtaracagtndadtr. Bir - birina siginmis daslardir. Deyilana gors, vaxtila yeddi biitév das olub. ikisi sonralar
parcalanib. Buraya ziyarats galar, sam yandirib daslarin tstlina qoyar va niyyat edarlar. Qurban kasanlar da
tapilir. Bura ile bagl maraqli sfsans var. Cox gadim zamanlarda buraya diismanler hiicum etmaya hazirlagir.
Xabar tutan camaat geca - glindiiz kandin yuxan basinda yeddi - yeddi kesik cakmaya baslayirlar. Névba
kandds yasayan yeddi gardasa catir. Onlar novbatdas ikan gece yuxu aparir. Ayilirlar ki. diismanlar atrafi
miihasirays alib. Allaha dua edirlar ki, onlari diismanin alina kegirmasin. Bu duadan sonra Géydan bark
yagis yagr, ildirim caxir, sas «kilya camaat oyanir, kandi midafis edir, gardaslar isa dasa donur. Ovaxtdan
bu yer pir olub.

Inca darasi

Turist marsrutlanndan biri bu dara boyunca reallasdinlir. inca gayin adidir. Gézsl manzarsli ve bol meyva
baglan olan bélgadir. Qazagin dag steyindan baslanan diizenlikleri alp ¢amanlikleri ila ortiiliib. Bura
Altuntaxt yaylagidir. Yaylagin arxa tarafinda tnce darasidir.

Daranin qars terafinds Qaraqoyunlu dadi ucalir. Tarixi abidalarle zengin olan ince darasina Akand daxildir:
Aslanbayli, Qaymaqli. Kemarli va Xanbagi.

Kamarli kandi

inca darasinin sonunda, sarhadda yerlasan kand yasilliglarla shatalidir. Stini gol var. 198A -cii ilde Kandin
Xan bagi adlanan tarixi mesalarin bir hissasinin ermanilara verilmasi galmagala sabab oldu. Rshbar vazifa
tutanlarin bir gismi isden azad edilsaler da torpaqglar geri qayitmadi. Xan bag: vaxtile aristokrat ailalera
maxsus yaylaq yeri olub

Aslanbayli kandi

Kandin an mashur abidasi Haci Mahmud afandinin tiirbasi, digar deyisle 1896 - ci ilda insa edilmis Goy
tirbadir ki. Haci afandinin ocagi hesab olunur, aslan Aslanbayliden olan Haci Mahmud afandi 150 il avval
Turkiyada dini tahsili basa vurandan sonra dogma yurda qayidib. Zehmatkes olmasi va xeyirxahligi ila
taninib. Aslanbayli kand mascidini da kandin an yliksak tapasinds o ucaldib.

Sama ragsi

Yalniz Aslanbayli kend camaatinin icra etdiyi ragsdir. Daha ¢ox dini rituala, meditasiyaya banzayir. Sema
ragsini moévlud ginlari oynayirlar. Mévlud bir 6lintin ruhuna verilon ehsana deyirlar. Hamin gon 6lu sahib-
inin evinda toplasir, yemak yeyirlor. Siifrada ruhlarin serafina samlar yandirilir, dualar edilir. Yemak bit-
dikdan sonra yerdan bardas qurub oturur ve élenin ruhuna va ilahinin boyikliyiine dair falsafi mezmunlu
serler oxuyurlar. Bu ayin zamani misalman dini marasimlarindan fargli olaraq kisi - gadin birlikda istirak
edir, alinds daf olan bir nafer maclisi idars edir, aruz vazninda melodik sakilda ser deyir. Yerdan oturanlar
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this ceremony, men and women sit together unlike in Muslims ceremonies. Someone with a daf (drum) in
their hands runs the ceremony. They recite melodic Aruz poems. Those who sit around repeat what he says
and clap their hands. Gradually, the speed increases At this moment, those sitting on the floor stand up and
start to dance This dance is very different from others The dancers slowly raise their hands and turn
around It looks as though they are sliding into a trance. The Sama dance lasts several hours. It resembles
the famous Semazen dance by students of Movlana lalaladdtn Rumi's school in Turkey's Konya Province
They say that these dances have the same roots.

Gazakh carpets

It is one of Azerbaijan's carpet schools and one of the most ancient types of art. A 15th century Gazakh car-
pet is kept in the oriental section of the Berlin Arts Museum and at Istanbul's museum of Turkish and
Islamic works. These carpets depict mythical animals and events, a phoenix and a dragon fighting

Researchers say that such Azerbaijani carpets which depict a fight between two opposite forces, evil and
good, were in high demand in the world at the time, sold very quickly and were given as presents. Carpets
like Dag Kasaman. Qazakhcha. Shikhli. Borchali. Qaymaqli and Agqoyunlu are very famous In the villages
and in the city itself, several versions of original carpets called Qazakh-City are woven. It is very interesting
that Gazakh carpets use the swastika as a decorative element. It is no accident that this pattern, which rep-
resents the sun. is used so actively. It is more than 4.000 years old

Aveydag (6th-7th centuries)

Aveydag is one of the peaks and a white-greyish ridge in the Small Caucasus Mountains located between
Georgia and Gazakh District It is 12 km away from the village of Dash Salahli. Entry is banned here as it is
very close to the front line. There is an Albanian temple here. Christian temples were usually built on top of
previous pagan temples. The word Aveydag allows us to assume that there was an Albanian lunar temple
here. The place name is interpreted as a lunar house In general, moon worshipping has been quite common
among Turks since ancient times. Ancient Tuiks had the phrase Ay Tangri (Moon God). The historian Q
Qeybullayev explains that the word Avey should actually be pronounced as Ayev (Ayevdag) V Radlov
recorded that Altaic Turks had a myth called Ay Moko (Strong Moon)

The Avey Albanian temple (5th-6th centuries)

It is only one hour and IS minutes' walk. It is located on the southern peak of Mount Avey at a height of 920
metres There is an old and narrow path leading here from the west There is a wonderful view of the sur-
roundings from the peak The two-cell temple was built from Avey's own stone Archaeologists believe that
throughout history, the Avey Temple has been properly restored three times, last time in 183S When anoth-
er building standing underneath the current one was studied, it became known that this building was built
during the time ol Caucasian Albania roughly in the 5th-6th centuries. A number of local and Georgian sci-
entists believe that in the pre-Christian period, w the 4th century, it was a lunar temple There are many
monuments on Mount Avey and neai Avey and Goyazan For this reason, the Avey historical-cultural reserve
was sot up here in 1959 The sites of eight temples, two settlements, an ancient Albanlan-Oguz graveyard,
a defensive fence, the sites of two fortifications and about 30 artificial caves have been discovered in the
southeast and west of Mount Avey. Danijili is also one ol the main sites in the reseive
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onun dediklarini tekrar edii va al calirlar Tadrican sirati artirmaya baslayir. Bu zainan yeida olmanlar
qalxib tek « tak rags etmaya baslayular Bu rags digarlarine hec banzemir Oyanayanlar slimini yavas
yavas havaya galdiraraq o; oxlari atrafinda donirler Sanki trans vaziyystina disiirlar Sema ragsi bir noca
saat davam edir. Tlrkiysnin Konya bolgssinde gems yayilmis, mashur Mévlana Cslaladdin Rumi
maktabinin yetirmalarinin mashur semazen isaiiavi) ragslarine cox ban/ayir Bu tagslerin eyni kdkdan
oldugunu soylayirla*

Qazax xalgas!

6n gadim senat novlaiindandir Berlin incasanat muzeyinin Serq bélmasinda. istanbulun Turk va islam
asarleri muzeyinda XV asre aid edilan Qazax xalgasi saxlanir. Bu xalgalarda afsanavi epik heyvanlar va
hadisalar, simurg qu$u ve ajdahanin savasi kimi an gadim motivlar oks olunub. Tadigaqtcitann soyladiyina
gora. bir mbirina zidd olan iki giivvanin, xeyirle serin miibarizesini temsil edsn bu cesid Azarbaycan xalcalar
o zainan diinya bazarinda cox taleb gotub. cox satilib ve hadiggs verilib Day Koseman”, Qazaxca *Sixir~.
Borcali . ‘Qaymaglh  Aggoyunlu' xalgalari mashurdur Keandlards va rayonun ozunds bir neca vananlh
‘Qazax « sahar' adli orijinal kompozisiyali xallar toxunur Qazax xalilarinda bazak elementi kimi
svastikadan genis istanmasi maraq oyandirir. Gunast tamsil edsn bu ornamenlin bele genis istifadasi
lasadufi deyil Bunun 4 min ildan artiq yasi var.

Aveydag

Gurcustan ile Qazax rayonu arasinda yerlasan Kicik Qafgaz daglarindaki zirvalardasn biri, ag mbozumtul day
silsilasidir Das Salahli kendinden 12 km aralidadir Cabha xattine yaxin oldugundan giris qadagandir
Burada alban mabadi var Adaten xristian mabadlari avvalki biitpsrast mabadlarinin yerinds yaradilirdi
Aveydag soziinun 6zu da texmin etmaya imkan verir ki. albanlarin Ay mabadi burada olub. Toponim Ay evi
kimi actglanir Umuman tiirklerde Aya sitayis gadim dévrlerden bari genis yayilib Qadim tiirklerds “Ay
Tangrl' (Ay Allah) ifadasi olub Tarixci alim Q Qeybullayev Avey séziintin aslinda Avey' yox. ‘Ayev' (Ayevdag)
oldugunu asaslandirib V.VRadlov allay tirklarinda -Ay moko «(‘'méhkam Ay') afsanasini geyds alib

Avey Alban mabadi (V - VI asrlar)

Piyada | saat iS daqigslik masafedadir Avey daginin canub zirvasinda. 920 metr yiiksaklikda yerlasir. Qarb
terafdan buraya qadim, dar cigir galxir. Zirvedan atrafa méhtagsm manzara acilir. iki hucrali mabad Avcijin
ozdasi ila insa edilib Aixeologlat bu ganastdadir ki. tarix boyunca Avey mabadi 3 dafa. sonuncu dafs 1838-
ci ilde asasl sakilda restavrasiya edilib. indiki tikilinin altinda qalan basqa bit tikilini aragdirarkan malum
olub ki. bu mabad Qafgaz Albaniyasi dénaminda, texminan V « VI asrlerds insa etdirilib Bu sira yerli va
gircti alimlarin fikrinca, xristianliq yayilmazdan avval, hale IV asrda birada Ay mabadi olub Avey daginin
ozlinda va atrafinda, xususan da Avey GOyazan atrafinda abidalar coxdtir. Buna gora da 1989 -cu ilds bura-
da Avey tarix » madaniyyat qorugu yaradilib. Aveydagtn cenub «sarq va garb taraflarinde 8 mabad ijeli. 2
ljasayls mantagasi yeri, gadim alban oyu/ gabiristanligi, midafis hasarli 2 gala istehkam yeri. 3Q-a gadar
suni magara askar edilib. Qorugdaki asas makanlardan biri Damcihdu

buincau llajin* qmpAw [HAT

QAZAX 287

Qaranti maiKa/ind» Alton matadh

Albanian Umplc in tbt cttrier ol Saralh



258 GA/AKH

Damijili

Samad Vurgun called this place the world s eighth and Azerbaijan s first wander. He would not let his guests
go without treating them to Damijili water and kebab and to Dash Salahli khingal. With the onset of sum-
mer. all residents of Cazakh come here on holiday. It is the main holiday and picnic site in the district. This
place is definitely shown to guests. A carpel from plants has been woven on the rock. Water dripping from
it is drinkable. When you look up. you cannot see the peak. Clean and pure cold water is dripping from
between these huge 1.000 metre high rocks and becomes a spring by collecting down below. Damjili used
to be a shrine. Stone from Mount Avey was cut and used. The particularity of these rocks is that they keep
the water cool and filter it.

The cave

The famous sites in Damijili include not just its pure and cool water, but also surrounding castles and caves
that are regarded as ancient human settlements. In fact, this area is a historical monument of global impor-
tance left over from the primitive society. The Damijili cave stretches from the village of Dash Salahli to the
Khramchay and is located in a place called Yataq in the southeast of Mount Avey under a lime rock. The cave
covers an area of 360 square metres and is 17 metres in length. Traces belonging to the Palaeolithic.
Mesolithic. Neolithic. Bronze and Middle Ages have been found here. Aveydag is the biggest of the group of
caves. It has a semi-circular shape and its front has been destroyed Its height at the front is four metres. A
hearth with a diameter of about two metres, traces of ashes and fragments of coal have been found in the
cave. At the same time, more than 8.000 archaeological pieces, stone tools and bones of various animals
were found during excavations.

Dash Salahli

There are four villages called Salahli in Qazakh: Yukhari (Upper). Ashagi (Lower). Orta (Middle) and Dash
(Stone) Salahli. The village of Dash Salahi was named so because of natural white stone that is typical only
of this place. Apart from the historical monuments we mentioned, this village is also famed for its khingal

The Gazakh horse

It is known as the Dilbaz or Dilboz breed These horses are saddle and draught horses selected and bred in
the best conditions Pedigree horsesare being bred in the ancient land of Qazakh. They gradually spread to
neighbouring Tovuz. Shamkir. Goycha and Borchali and even Sheki, The Karabakh and Dilboz breeds belong
to the golden fund The Dilboz breed emerged in the 17th century under Nadir Shah Afshar Legend has it
that, on his way back from a successful battle. Nadir Shah holidayed near the present-day village of
Khanliglar The shah questioned a very agile and talkative person called Ali who served him here and
noticed that he was quick-witted and intelligent The shah told him: 'You are a very talkative (dilbaz) man "
The shah liked All and gave him one male and one female horse Since then, the number of those horses
started to increase In the 19th century, they were crossbred with Arab and Karabakh horses. There are
many beliefs about horses. It is believed that if you see a horse in your sleep, your dreams will come true
The horse is regarded as man s best filend and so on
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Danol

Burani diinyanin 8-ci. Azarbaycanin 1-ci mociizasi adlandiran Semad Vurgun gonaglarina Damcili suyun-
dan i¢cirmamis, Damcilida kabab ve Dassalahli xangalindan yedirmamis yola salmazmis. Els ki yay galir,
butin Qazax camaati sarinlemak tclin buraya Uz tutur. Rayonun asas istirahat yeri, piknik markazidir.
Qonaglarina da burani mutleq gosterirlar. Qayanin ustiina yasilliglardan xali hordlib. Onlarin arasindan
damci « damei tékiilen su igmalidir. Asagidan yuxariya baxanda zirve gériinmiir. Umumi hiindirliyd min
metra gatan bu nshang qayalar horgistniin igarisindan stzilan saf va duru, buz kimi soyuq su damci «
damci tokilur, asagidaki ovucda yigilib bulag olur. Damcili bu zamanlar ziyaratgah olub. Avey daginin qay-
alarini qoparib yonur, ondan su da$i kimi istifads edirlar. Bu gayalarin 6zalliyi odur ki. suyu ham sarin
saxlayir ve ham da stizir. Bir nov filtr rolunu oynayir

Magara

Damcilint mashurlagdiran yalniz duru ve sarin suyu deyil, ham da onun atrafindaki gadim insan maskanlari
hesab edilan qala ve magaralardir, aslinda bura ibtidai icma qurulusundan galma, diinya ashamiyyatli tar-
ixi abidadir. EImi adabiyyatda adi Das Salahlt ibtidai insan yasayis yeridir. Das Salalili kandindan Xram
cayina gadar uzanan. Avey daginin canub < sarginds, shang gayaligin altinda. Yataq yeri adlanan srazide
yerlagsan Damcili magarasinin sahasi 360 kv.km. uzunlugu 17 metrdir. Paleolit, mezolit. neolit, tunc dovriina
ve orta asrlara aid izler tapilib. Aveydag magaralar qrupundan an irisidir. Yarimdairevi sekildadir. Qabaq
hissasi dagilib. Qarsi terafden hundurliyti 4 metrdir. Magaradan diametri 2 metra yaxin ocaq, kil izlari,
komur qirintilari, eyni zamanda gazintilar zamani 8 mindan artiq arxeoloji material, das kasici alstlar,
miuxtalif heyvanlara aid simuklar tapilib.

Das Salahlt

Qazaxda 4 Salahli kandi var: Yuxan. Asagdl. Orta va Das Salahlt kandlari. Das Salahlt bu kends yalniz buraya
xas olan tikinti materialt olan tabii ag rangli dasa gors verilib. Haqqtnda danisdigimiz tarixi abidaslarindan
basqa bu kand xangali il de mashurdur. Yerli matbaxin vazkecilmaz dadi xingal adlanir. Onu bisirma va
prosesi uzun marasimdir. Gormaya va dadmaga dayar.

Qazax ati

Dilbaz ve ya Diiboz at adi ilo taninir. Bunlar an yaxsi saraitde secilib yetisdirilmis minik - qosqu tipidir.
Qadim Qazax mahalinda yetisdirilmis cins atlardir, tedricen qonsu Tovuz. Samkir. Goycs. Borgall
bolgalarinag, hatta Seki mahalina da yayilib. Qarabag cinsi ve Diiboz atlar qizil fond hesab edilir. Diiboz
cinsinin yaranma tarixi XVIII asra. Nadir sah afsar dovriine tesadif edir Revayate gore, ugurlu doyisden
gen qayidan Nadir sah indiki Xanhglar kandinin yaxinliginda dincalirmis. Burada ona qulluq gostaran gox
zirak, dilli  dilavar ali adli saxsi sah sorgu -suala tutur, hazircavab, agill olmasi diggati calb edir Ona 'san
na dilbaz adamsan*® deyir, aliden xoslanan hokmdar ona 6/ atlarindan bir eikak va bir disi at verilmasini
amr edir. O vaxtdan hamin atlar coxalmaya baslayirlar. XIX asrda bunlari aroh ve Qarabag atlari ila
cullasdiriimaya baslayiblar. Atusti oyunlar an gadim oyunlardir Yaxin Serq ve Orta Asiya 6lkalarinda
atustil oyunlar igidlik ve casurlug remzi olub. Al Ustiinde milli oyunlar kegirilir. "Covkan". "Siir papaq”
(Morse balli. "Baharband”. Yayliq'. Gardak gagirmaq' va sair oyunlar molumdur. Atla bagl inanclar ¢ox-
dur Yuxuda at gorenin istayina ¢alacagina inanirlar At muraddir deyirlar.
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Hrcbogs whilftt In lacl it is analeijl monument

Gadabay

This district is rich in black and white marble and iron reserves and used to be a summer pasture for sur-
rounding villages It was called 'The Hill of the Rising Sun'. The district where numerous meadows springs,
mountains and forests are all near each other has strong potential for tourism When a copper mine was put
into operation here in the 19th century, the word 'mine' became a geographical name in the language of
the local population Although Gadabay was granted status as a district in 1930. most of the old-age popu-
lation still calls the settlement where mines and factories are located a "mine . Gadabay remained out of
sight both under tsarist and Soviet rule. Locals often cite the saying "out of mind, out of sight , regretting
that this factor prevented their development. | think this makes Gadabay attractive and different from other
places: it has remained out of sight, in other words, clean and pure The people of Gadabay call their district
“a land mullahs and taboos keep away from".

Note

The distance between Baku and Gadabay is 444 km. It has a 123 km border with Armenia in the west and
southwest Gadabay is located in the median and high zones of the Small Caucasus Mountains The highest
mountains are Qoshabulaq (3.549 m). Cojadag (3.317 m) and Qaraarkhaj (3,063 m> The district has adry cli-
mate. It has moderate hot summers and cold winters. Gadabay has a dense network of rivers and forests
with a total area of 30.500 ha.

When you first visit Gadabay. you will not see anything eye-catching here. Thus, the following are the most
important tips about this charming land

Potato

when you say potato, the first thing is that springs to mind is Gadabay. It is the homeland of the potato
which is regarded as second bread. The country's largest potato-growing district provides tonnes of pota-
toes every year. A local sort of potatoes stands out for its sweet taste Local Gadabay potatoes are twice as
expensive as potatoes imported from abroad. Potatoes here are sold not in kilograms, but in sacks.

The Shir-Shir waterfall

The waterfall is a must-see sight in Gadabay and is located in the district woods You cannot see it easily
because it is hidden behind trees. You can follow the sound of the water and find the waterfall in the rocky
area. In summer, you can come across groups of men having a picnic with braziers

Mineral waters

Gadabay boasts numerous Narzan-like springs The district has an average of 26 well-known springs The
most famous springs are Narzan flhe villages of Slavyanka. Kichik (Joramurad and Soyudlul. Turshsu
(Qalakandl. Moimor line village of Mormon and turshsu (Shinlkh) The people of Cadabay call Ihese medic-
inal spnngs a real remedy In summer, you can see long queues near these springs People from surround,
ing districts and holiday-makers take litres of water from here
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Gadaliay

Qdi.l ve ay marmot, qizil filizi yataqlari ilo zanyi>olan bii rayon srazisi vextila atraf kandlarin yaylaq yeri
olub Bura'giinas doyan i1apa ‘deyarlar mis. Bnl gamanlik, cox sayda bulag, day ve mega faktorlarinin hamisi
eyni yerda toplandi§i arazi guclii turizm potensialina sahibdit XIX asrin ortalarinda mis madani isa
diserkan “madan’ soza yerli shalinin dilinde cografi yer adi kimi formalagib 1930-cu ilds rayon statusu
alsa da. indiya gadar yash shalinin aksariyyati maden va zavodlarin oldugu gessbays ‘'madan’ deyir
Gadabay arazisi istar car. istarse do sovet hokiimati illarinda ytizdan va diggatdan uzaq qalib. Gozdan uzaq
olan koniilden de uzaq qalarmis misalini ¢aken yerlilar onlari inkisafdan yeri salan bi fakta tassstiflanirlar.
Zanninira Gadabayi digar yerlardan farglendiran, cazibali edsn da da bu xususiyyatidir: nazarlerdan uzaq,
basga deyisle pak va tamiz galmasidir

Arayis

Baki  Gadsbay arasi masafe JI4A kmdlr. Qarb va canub-garb terafdsn 123 km masafeds Ermanistan ila
hamserhaddir. Gadebay Kicik Qafgazin orta vo yiiksek dagliq qursaglarinda yerlasir, an yiiksak day
zirvaleri: Qosabulag (359 m.). Qocadag (3317 m.), Qaraarxac (3063 m) Quraq iglima sahibdir. Milayim isti
yayl, soyuq qisi var. Cay sebakasi six olan Gadsbayds mesalarin mumi sahasi 30.5 min hektardir.
Gadabaya ilk galdiyinizde gozs carpan maraqgll he¢ na gérmazsiniz. Bura ila bagh bilmali oldugunuz an
vacib malumatlar bunlardir

Kartof

Deyan kimi ayla galan ilk yer Gadabaydir, ikinci ¢orak sayilan kartofun vatanidir. Olkanin an in kartofculuq
rayonunda har il tonlarla kartof akilir. Gadabayin oziina aid yerli sort deyilan kartof sirin lazzatiyle
digarlarindan secilir. Yerli Gadabay kartofu xaricdan gatirilandan 2 dafe baha olur. Burda kartoflari kilo ile
deyil, cuvallarla satin alirlar.

Sir < sir salalasi

Gadabaya galmiskan mutlaq gorilssi yerlardan biridir. Rayonun mese arazisinds yerlasir. Agaclarin
arasinda gizlandiyi ti¢iin gértinmir Su sinltisinin sasini taqib edarak gayahq erazidaki salaleni tapmaq
mimkindur. Yay aylarinda adstan burada mangal maclisi qurinus kisilara rasl galmak olui

Mineral sular

Gadabayda Narzan tipli mineral su gaynaqlari ¢oxdur, arazide tmumi hesabla ?6 taninmis mineral su
bulagr gaynayir. -Narzan- (Slavyanka. Kigik Qaramurad ve Soyudli kandlari). -Turssu- (Qalakand).
*Moimor- (Monitor kandi). Turssu (Sinix) mashurdur. Gadsbayliler mualica-saglamliq tigtin yararl olan bi
bulaglara asl can darmani deyirlar Yayda bu bulaglarin yaninda uzun névbalar gétmak olur, atraf rayonlar-
dan insanlar va istirahata galanlar buralardan lilralarla su doldurub aparirla
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Old-timers

Clean air and stress-free and healthy lifestyle, as well as hard work at farms have turned the district into a
land of old-timers, in Gadabay. there are more than 100 centenarians. Abook has been written about them
Most of the old-timers live in Gadabay's Shinikh area

"Amazons"

Most women in Gadabay - ranging from young girls to old grannies - are skilful horse riders. Sometimes,
they gallop so fast in the mountains that the dust mixes with the fog and you have to step back They
resemble Amazon women from history books. Women who live in villages in winter and in pastures in sum-
mer go everywhere on horseback. It is the most comfortable means of transport here. Therefore, you can see
them everywhere - in the mountains, in summer pastures and in the woods. Some men admit that they can-
not compete with women in horse riding

The place name of Gadabay

It is a combination of the words -gada' and ‘bay" Gadabay used to be populated by ancient Turkic tribes
Geographical names derived from the words “kat* and “bak" exist in the Turkic states of Central Asia as well.
Those places which include the ancient Turkish word “kaf had numerous gatehouses and look-out stations
in order to protect the population from sudden enemy attacks. There are dozens of stories related to the
name Gadabay

The Albanian historian Mukhtar Qosh called Gadabay Getabey in his work ‘ The Albanian Chronicle* (1206).
It is believed that the word Gettabey deformed later and turned into Gadabay. In the ancient Turkic lan-
guage. it meant a great and powerful person. Due to its geographical terrain, it was a territory populated by
bellicose Turkic tribes in the past. For this reason, in literature the word Gadabay means a person you
address or a courageous boy.

The place name of Gadabay consists of the words gada - watchman and bak - hill in ancient Turkic and
means a "watch hill*. This assumption is closer to reality.

The gold mine

Residents of Gadabay describe themselves as “poor people living on gold” The history of copper extraction
goes centuries back in the district which is known for its precious metal deposits. Archaeological excava-
tions showed that residents of this region used copper in the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC. The rich iron reserves
of the district were discovered in the 19th century. The arrival of foreigners in Gadabay is related to under-
ground reserves here German entrepreneurs who began building a factory in the mountains carried out a
lot of work here. Until 1865. the copper extraction and processing industry was led by Hermann Tanker from
Hanover and Simen Mane from Denmark Subsequently, all shares were bought by the German brothers
Werner and Walter Siemens
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Uzundmirliler

EKotofi tamiz hava. stresdon uzaq ve saglam hoij«t tom. toipays bagh fiziki i* burani uzunémurliilar
diyatina cevirib Gadsbayds yasi 100 clvarinda olan 100-dan ¢ox insan geydiyyatdan kecib. Onlar haqqinda
kitab yazilib. Uzunémurlulain coxu Gadabayin Sinix bolgasinds yasayir

"Amazonkalar"

Gadabayds cavan qizlardan lulmus. yasli nanalare godar. burdaki xanimlarin ¢oxu maharotli athlardr.
Bozon daglarda dordnala ela capirlar ki. toz dumana qarisir, macburan kenara ¢akilirsen. Tarix
kitablarindaki amazon qadinlanm xatirladirlar Qssda karnldo yayda yaylaqda yasayan gadinlar hor yera
atla gedirler. Bu teraflords an rahat nagliyyat vasitasidir Odur ki. dagda, yaylagda, mcsnda yozarken har
yerds onlarla garsilasmaq olur Bazi kisiler at siirmekde gadinlarla ragabast apara bilmadiklarini etiraf
edirler.

Gadabay toponimi

“Gada' va 'bay' sozlarinin birlasmasidir. Gadabay arazisinds gadim tlrk tayfalari yasayib. Kat va bak
sozlarindan yaranan cografi adlar Orta Asiya turk dovlatlerinds da var Qadim tirkcads 'kat’ tnuin aks
tapdigi hamin yerlards, shalini diismanlerin gafil basqinlarindan xabard.ir etmak magsadile bl gox
qarovulxana. kesik¢i » gdzatci mantagaleri mévcud olub. Gadabay adi ile baglh onlarla revayst movcuddur.
Qadim tiirkcads boyiik, giidratli adam manasinda isladilib. Cografi relyefine gore bura gadimda ddytisken
turk tayfalarinin yerlasdiyi arazi olub. Gadabay sozli de buna miivafiq olaraq badii adabiyyatda miiracist
olunan saxs. igid oglan manalarini verir. Gadabay toponimi gadim tiirkca gada - kesikci ve bak - tapa
sozlarindan ibaratdir va ‘gozatci tepasi' demakdir Bu ehtimal hagigata daha yaxindir

Qizil yatag!

Gadabayliler 6zlarini qizil UstUnds yasayan kasib insanlar klini tarif edirlar Qiymatli metal yataglariyta
mashur olan arazide mis emalinin tarixi cox avvalki ytzilliklara gedib ¢ixir. Arxeoloji gazinttlat bu bélganin
gadim saklnlaitnin hals e a. iM Il asrda misdan istifads etdiklarini gostarir Rayonun zangin filiz yataglari
XIX asrda kosf edilib Xaricilarin Gadabaya galmalari buranin yeralti saivatlariyta birbasa baghdir. Doglarin
qgoynunda zavedun insasina baslayon altnail sahibkarlari bu yerlarda xeyli is gortblar. IBCS-ci ila kimi mis
cixariimasi va emali isine hannoverli German Tanker vo Danirmrkali Simen Mane basciliq edib. Sonradan
bitin sshmlari alman Verner va Valter Simens gardaslari satin alib

Simenslar Gadabayda

1856-ci ilde burdaki misaritma zavodunu yenidan gquran Simens qgardaslati bu zavodla kifayatlanmayiblar
Qalakandds tikdiklari digar misaritma zavodunu 1883-cli ilds isa saliblar Gadabay - Qalakand arasinda yol
¢akdirib, demir yol xatt» qurdurub, eloca da misi aritmak uctin elektrik stansiyasi insa etdiriblar. Bolaca.
Oaiakendin mahsulu diinya bazarina gixarilib. Ovaxt Q.itg.izda en boyiik ve Azerbaycanda yegana olan bu
zavodda. Rusiyada istifada oliinan misin doérddas biri istehsal edilib

caoaB3y w



266 GADABAY

C3it;6;/d? '9 cu «v alman ntnpwii

German bridge m Gadabay 197 century

The Siemens brothers in Gadabay

The Siemens brothers who came to Russia in 1856 decided to build an India-Europe communication line
Since the line was to pass through the Caucasus. Walter Siemens went to Tehran to sign a contract. In order
to build this line, a lot of copper and other metals were needed

The Siemens Company reconstructed a local copper-smelting factory in 1856 However, the Siemens broth-
ers did not restrict themselves only to this factory. They opened another copper-smelting factory in
Qatakand in 1883. They built a road and railway between Gadabay and Qalakand. as well as a power station
to smelt copper. Thus. Qalakand products were exported to the international market. This factory was the
largest in the Caucasus and the only one in Azerbaijan, and it produced one quarter of copper used in Russia

The Siemens company built the first hydroelectric power station in tsarist Russia in 1883. The coppei-
smelting factory in the village smelted copper by means of electrolysis. At a time when industrial cities of
Europe like London. Paris and St Petersburg used kerosene lamps. Gadabay was already using electricity

The Siemens brothers made a lot of money from the exploitation of copper mines here. Some people think
that apart fiom copper, they secretly took 57 tonnes of silver and 3 tonnes of gold to Germany. After the
Socialist Revolution, the new authorities failed to operate the copper-smelting factories, which is why the
whole business collapsed. After a long break, the mines started operating again at the end of the 20th cen-
tury. This time gold extraction in Gadabay was handed over to the British.

Grunfeld

Grunfeld is the name of the quarter populated by Germans who started to migrate here from 1819 A hospi-
tal built here in the second half of the 19th century and houses and other buildings which stand out for their
architecture stilt remain intact. A road covered with stones attracts attention in the settlement The
Germans who biought a lot of innovations here 130-HO yeais ago built a toad using local stones in order to
maintain the roads during rains and snowfalls Many industrial buildings and houses belonging to the
Germans were ruthlessly destroyed in the first years of Soviet rule Germans no longer live in Grunfeld

Despite that, you feel like in a diffeicnt woild when you come here A visit to this quarter, which has a com-
pletely different aura, is a must

Bridges

The Germans who ran Gadabay coppei mines for 50 years built dozens ot bridges here. The bridges wore
built because of railways The first 28 km Gadabay-Qalakand railway was built in the Transcaucasia in 1879
in ordei to establish communications between the coppei-smelting factory and the mines Since the terri-
toiy was mountainous, bridges weie essential in many places - over goiges and rivers Only local stones
were used to build them. In some places, they were foiced to cut through rocks They say that the Siemens
brotheis woip very generous with regard to workers building the bridges and pay them a high salaiy Most
of the bridges have now been destroyed The ones that survived arc being protected as historical monu-
ments One of them attracts attention with its beauty
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“Simens" sirkati 1S83-CU ilda Qalakendda Car Rusiyasi arazisindaki ilk su elektrik stansiyasini tikdinb
Kanddaki misaritma zavodunda elektroliz tsulu ile mis aridilirdi. Eyni tarixde Avropanin London. Palis.
Sanki Peterburg kimi iri sanaye saharlarinds kerosin lampalarindan istifade olundugu halda, Gadabayda
artiq elektrik isigindan istifads edilirdi

Simons qardaslar buradaki mis madanlarinin istismarindan kiilli migdarda galir alds ediblar. Bazilari bu
fikirdadir ki. onlar Gadabaydan misdan basqa 5? ton giimus. 3 ton 412111 gizlice Almaniyaya qgagiriblar.
Sosialist ingilabindan sonra yeni hakimiyyat misaritma zavodlarini islada bilmadi va buna gérs da har sey
dagihb getdi. Uzun fasiladen sonra. XX asrin sonlarinda madanlar yenidan faaliyyate basladi Gadabay
qizilinin istismari bu dafe ingilislera tapsirilib.

Gryinfeld

1819-cu ilden buraya koc etmays baslayan almanlarin Gadsbayds yerlasdiyi mahalla bels adlami Burada
XIX asrin ikinci yarisinda in$a edilmis xastoxana, xtsusi memarligi ila segilan evler va diger tikililar
indiyadak galir. Mahalladaki das désemali yol diggati ¢akir. Bir cox yeniliya imza atan almanlar, yacjis ve
gar yayan zaman yollarin stirtistib cuxur amala gatirmamasi ucun 130 - 1A0 i avval tamamils yerli daslai-
dan istifade edarak yol dosayibler. Almanlara maxsus ytlizlerle sanaye ve ijasayis tikilisinin bir coxu sovet
hakimiyyatinin ilk illarinde amansizca daytdilib. Gryunfeldds artiq almanlar yasamir. Buna baxmayaraq
mahallaya galends sanki basqa diinyaya dismus kimi hiss edirsan. Tamamila fargli autasi olan bu
mahallada miitleq dolasmaq lazimdir.

Korpular

Gadabay mis madanlarina 50 il basciliq edsn almanlar burada onlarla korpti saliblar. Koérptlarin salinma
sebabi demiryollanyla birbasa bagldir. Mis zavoduyla madanlar arasinda nagliyyat slagesi yaratmaq tigiin
1379-cu ilda Zaqgafqaziyada ilk dafs uzunlugu 28 km olan Gadabay-Qalakand arasinda damiryolu xatti
¢okibler, arazi daghq oldugundan bir cox yerds, dars va cay kegcidlerinda, ugqun va nahamar yerlarda kor-
pllar labud idt. Onlarin héitilmasinda isledilon materiallar tamamile yerli daslardir. Bazi yerlorde qayalari
yarmaqg macburiyystinda qaliblar Deyilanlara goro. Simenslar korpi insaatinda galisan isgilare garsi cox
soxavatli davranaraq yiiksak amakhaqqi 6dayiblar. Korpulerin coxu dagilib Salamat galanlari larixi abide
dayeri gazaniblar Onlarin igarisinda bir denasi mohtasamliyi ila diggat cakir.

Qanli Kérpu

Kérptiniin adinin bels galmasi bir shvalatla baglidii. Deyilanlars yora, niadenlaids ¢alisan fahlsleri dasiyan
vaqonlardan biri bu kérptidan asaraq ucuruin.i yuvarlanib. Vagondakilarin hamisinin 6ltimi ils naticalenan
bu badbaxt hadisadan sonra camaat bura Qanli koipii demays baslaijib. Els yliksakdir W. asagi baxanda has
gicallandirir. Yuksokllk gorxusu olanlarin tstiindan kegmasi maslahat deyil 7 taydan ibarat olan korpt
qovsvari formada insa edilib

Gadabayliler

Gadabaylileri bazen aynm adlandirirlar. Ayrim, tiurda yasayan gadim tuil< tayfasinin adidir Bunlar.
yerlilarin dillyla desak, padsaha boyun nywayarok daglara uz tutmns doytisken tiiklardii. Bagqa bii eliti-
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The Bloody Bridge

This name was given to the bridge because of an accident They say that a carriage transporting werkers to
mines overturned on this bridge and fell into an abyss. After this incident, which kil ed a t e passengers
of the carriage, people called th.s place a bloody bridge It is so high that you feel dizzy when you look down
Those who are afraid of heights should not use the bridge The bridge has seven arches and was built in a

bow-shaped form.

Gadabay people

The people of the western region, including Gadabay. are called Ayrims. Although it means a slow and rude
person, the etymology of the word has a completely different explanation Ayrim is the name of an ancient
Turkic tribe living here. According to local residents, the Ayrims were bellicose Turks who refused to obey
the shah and retreated into the mountains.

According to another assumption, those who can tell fortunes by looking at the moon aie called Ayrims Ay
(moon) is a heavenly body, rum is good news or informer. In the ancient Turkic language, rim meant fore-
telling. knowing and comprehending In the Dada Qorgud epos. Ayiim meant aleader, an elder or God who
foretold future eventsThe area used to be populated by astronomers who studied heavenly bodies and
astronomy. This is proved by old observatories here, but no scientific research has been carried out at them

According to another theory, the Greeks who moved to Caucasian Albania in the 7Ih-8th centuries called
locals "ay rum" because they did not understand their language In Turkish. Rum is used as a synonym for
Greek.

Ayrim or ayrum means brave, courageous and quick. In Sak culture, this word was used as meaning *a cre-
ative spirit". Kipchak tribes used the word ay as a name meaning a hero At the same time. Ayrim is men-
tioned as a tribe name in Oguz eposes: it is related to the name of a tribe that lived in the mountains and
foothills.

History books desciibe ancient Albanians as white-faced, tall and beautiful people with fail hair and
coloured eyes. People who meet this definition live in Cadabays remote villages As Germans and Slavs set-
tled here in the 19lh century, the ethnic composition of Gadabay changed

Russians in Gadabay

In the middle of the 19th century, the tsar ordered the resettlement of some Christian sects to remote parts
of the empire due to religious differences. According to another theory, it was in fact part of the covett pol-
icy of Russification in the empire. The Molokanswho came to Azerbaijan and Gadabay settled in the villages
of Slavyanka. ivanovka and Saralovka here The Russian Slavic villages arc veiy different from A/cibaijanf
villages The well-planned houses and comfortable toads that were built about | SOneats ago aio still intact
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mala yora, ayn baxib bilanlara da ayrim dcyitlot. Ay soma cismi, mm mijdas, xos xabar, xabarci kimi laril
olumu Rim' gedim lurk xalglarinda bil seyin avvalcadan baslanmasi hagqinda xabar veran, blimok. anla-
maq manalarinda islenilirdi Ayrim *I).wla Qorqud" dastaninda bas bilen, agsaqqal yaxud olacaq hadisalari
avvalcadan malumat verar» faiui demakdir Daha bir farziyyaya gora. VIl « VIl asrlerds Qafgaz Albaniyasina
koécmis yunanlar yerlilarin dilindsn anlamadiqlari ucun onloia *ay tum" deys muiaciat edibloi Twkcn
yunan soziinin sinonimi kimi mrn kslimasi isledilir. XIX aside Gedsbays almaulann va slavyanlann
yerlasmastyla buranin etnik iorkibi dayisdi

Gsdabayiis ruslar

XIX asiin ortalarinda dini fikir ayriliglarina gora Carin omriyle bazi xristian sektatar impeliynnin ucgar
ayalatlarina slirgin edildi. Basqa bir versiyaya gors bu. sslinds imperiyanin gizli ruslasdirma siyasatinin bir
parcast idi. Azarbaycana. Gadabaya gadar galib ¢cixan malakanlar burada Slavyanka. Ivanovka ve Sarolovka
kendlarinds maskunlasdilar. Rus - slavyan kandlari azarbaycanlilarin yasadigi kendlardan gox farglanir.
Texminan 150 il awal planli sakilda salinan evlai va saligali, rahat kicalar indiyadak oldugu kimi dutui

Novosaratovka kendi

Gadabays ilk ruslar 1831-ci ilde ayaq basdi Siirgiin edilmis 12 malakan aile Novosaratovka kendina
yerlagdi. Maraqlidir ki. burada yasayan ruslar Azarbaycan dilinds Gadabay lahcasi ile danisirlar Malakan
kandlarinin memari qurulusu ve maiseti els lorglidir ki. buralara yolu diisan Azerbaycanda olduyunu
unudur Ruslar kéhna adal ananalarini, matbaxlarini, musiqgilarini yasadirlar Bir yers yigisib garmonda
calir, castuska oxuyur, rags edirlar. Birilari galanda, kiassik rus hamarnlaima od salir, gonaglaini mashur
supurgaleriijla ddyaclayib yaxsica ¢imdirirler. Yayda Saratovkada ev kirayalayib galmaq mumkindii

Alban msbadi

Saratovka kandinda 1535-ci ila aid Alban kilsasi var. Bii tarixi kilsalerdan istifade etmayan malakanlar dini
ibadatlarini evlerinda yerina yetirirlar Deyilanlara gors, bu vaxt bri kilsenin tizerinde yazili isarsler olan das
horgti var imis. Daha sonra hu das va kilsadoki boylk xac miammali sakilda yoxa ¢ixib

Findigit

Novosaratovkanin yaxinhginda Findigii deyilan yeido avvallar cox luytik findig haylari olub. Ekolurlzm
zonast elan edilan araziys daxili turist marsrutu taskil olunur Burada bir neca marlahali Findiqii salalasi var
Azarbaycan arazisindaki an gadim gabiristanligqlardan biri Saratovkada ijerlasii. Buradaki daslarin
uzarlerindakt unikal resmlar diggati cakil. Qabirlerin goxu ilkin tuta asilaio aid cdillt.

Novoivanovka kandi

Saratovkadan bir nege km aralida yerlssir. Iteyranedici man/aiabi olan kendds rus madaniyyat muzeyi
1jaMdiitb  10BS-ci ildan baslayan yenidanquriria siyasatindan sonra yaranan sosial vaziyyat va ermani
tacaviizii naticesinde camaat burdan kogiib indi kendile yalniz 15 20 nafer yash ms yasayn

GaDeBaY 1.3
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The village of Novosaratovk

The first Russians came to Gadabay in 1831. Twelve exiled Molokan families settled in the village of
Novosaratovka It is interesting that the Russians living here speak Azerbaijani with a Gadabay accent. The
architectural structure and lifestyle of Molokan villages is so different that anyone who comes here forgets
that they are in Azerbaijan. The Russians have maintained their customs, cuisine and music. They get
together to play the accordion, sing chastushkas and dance When someone comes here, they turn on clas-
sical Russian baths and bathe the guests with their famous brooms In summer, it is possible to rent a house
and stay in Saratovka

The Albanian temple

In the village of Saratovka. there is an Albanian temple built in 1535 The Molokans do not use these histor-
ical churches, preferring to administer their religious rites at home. They say that there used to be a stone
inscription on this church. This stone inscription and the big cross in the church mysteriously disappeared
later.

Findigli

There used to be big nut gardens in a place called Findigli near Novosaratovka. An internal tourist route is
being organized to the territory which has been declared a zone of ecotourism There is a multi-storey
waterfall called Findigli here.

The village of Novoivanovka

It Is located several kilometres away from Saratovka. A Russian culture museum has been set up in the vil-
lage which has an astonishing view. As a result of the social situation and Armenian aggression after the
beginning of the policy of perestroika in 1985. people moved out of here. Currently, there are only 15-20
Russians living in the village. Novoivanovka is the last population centre on Gadabay's 123 km border with
Armenia. The previous name of Novoivanovka was Qarapapaq and some time later. Seyidlar.

The White Church

Novoivanovka's most famous monument is the White Mosque located several kilometres away from the vil-
lage After the Russians arrived here, they called it *Mechetka" The monument's original name is the White
Church The 4th century historical church is Gadabay's most ancient Albanian church. Unlike other similar
buildings, it is white, which is why it is called the White Church. The While Church was built from local
riverbed stones. Ethnographic symbols of the Albanian period are engraved on its stones.

The village of Slavyanka

Slavyanka is a picturesque village at the entrance to Gadabay. Resembling Russian fairy tales with its
coloured wood and classical houses. Slavyanka is known for its yellow raspberries and raspberry jam This

Cel OU-n teJjertiigja Ataw LU rj



Novoivanovka Gadabayin Ermanistanla 1?3 kti-lik sarhad /olanimla yerlasan son yasayis in.niaqd-.iimi
avvalki adi Qarapapaqg. bit muddat do Seyidlsr kandi olub.

Ag kilsa

Novoivanovkamn an mashur abidssi kanddan bir neca km aralida yerlasan “Aq rnascid'dli. Ruslar buraya
yeldikdan sonra buna ‘Mecelka* deyiblar. Abidanin orijinal adi isa “Nly kllsa"dlr IV asi tarixi kilsasi
Gadabayin an gadim Alban abldolsrindandii. Diyar bon/or tikililardan lorqll olaraq nisbotan ay ranya caldiy!
iigiin bela cayirirlar Ay kilsa yerli caldaslardan hdiiiliib. Uzerindaki daslara Alban dévriine aid etnografik
isaralar hakk olunub.

Slavyanka Kandi

Gadabayin girisinde yodasan manzarali kanddir Ronyli taxtal. klassik evlaii ius nayillarmi xatirladan
Slavyanka sari ranyli motuyu va ondan hazirlanan mirsbbasi ile mashurdur. Gilemeyvanin bu sortu
Azarbaycanda yalniz bu kendda yetisdirilir, avvalki adi Qizilca yaylagi olub. Kuroli zona hesab edilir. Qizmar
yayda sahards temperatur 40 deracays catanda, burada istilik 18-20 daracedan yuxari galxmir. iyul
ayinda daylarin yamac: lalalarle dolu olul. Slavyanka kandindaki mineral bulaglarinin yaninda, kandiri
yuxari va asay! baslarinda yeni acilan otellar yay faslinds faaliyyat gostarir. Slavyankada kend camaati
minillik tarixi abidalarls ic - ice yasayir. Qadim Oyuz gabiristanliyindaki nohany gabil daslari diggat ¢akir.

Tarixi abidaleri

Gadabaydaki tarixi madaniyyat abidalarinin eradan avval Xl - VII asrlari shats etdiyini deyirler sraziden
tapilan va son tunc - ilk demir dovriins aid edilan muxtslif alatlar, goxlu bazak asyalari o vaxtlar Gadsbayda
senatkarhgin yiksak saviyyads oldugundan xabar verir. XIl asr mongol isgalindan awal burada artiq
Gadsabay qalasi olub. Hamin galanin xarabaligi kecan asrda mis istehsal edilon ve yerlasma markazina
cevrilan Madan gasabasinda tapilib

Qiz galas!

Soyudlu kendinda. Semkir ¢ayinin Ustiinds yerlagsan mohtasam tikilidir. “Namardgala” adi ils de taninan
abida elo mirakkab cografi mévgedadir ki. oraya har deyands yetmak olmur. Sildirm qaya tzarindaki
galanin hundurluyt 1S metra gadardir. Yalniz yagislarin ¢ox az olduqu quraq yay aylarinda qalaya ¢ixmaq
muamkundr. Yayislar zarnani cay dasaraq tahliiks yaradir ve galaya ¢ixmagi geyri - miimkin edir.

Uniumi gériintistina gore Davacidaki Ciraqqgalaya banzayan Qiz qalasinin Sasanilar dovriinds. V - V! asrlarda
insa edildiyini ehtimal edirler.

Tala kilsasi
Rayonun yuxari hissasindaki mc-sallkdo. lala adlanan arazide yerlagsan gadim kilsadir. Yasilliglar arasinda

itm»s abidanin icarisinda muxtalif darin oyuglar var Buradan muxtalif istiqgamatimda lunellai qazildigi
anlasilir Vaxtlls ibndatxaiia olduynnu deyirlar.
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sort of berry grows only in this village in Azerbaijan. Its previous name was Qizilja The village is regarded
as a resort While the temperatures reach 40 degrees in the town in the heat of summer, the temperatures
here do not rise above 18-20 degrees. In July, mountain slopes are full of poppies. New hotels near mineral
springs in Slavyanka and in the upper and lower parts of the village are open in summer

The villagers in Slavyanka live side by side with 1.000-year-old historical monuments. Huge tombstones in
the ancient Oguz graveyard draw attention

History and historical monuments

It is believed that historical and cultural monuments in Gadabay belong to the 12th-7th centuries BC
Various tools and jewels that have been found in the territory and belong to the late Bronze Age and the
early Iron Age prove that craftsmanship was well-developed in Gadabay at the time Before the Mongol inva-
sion in the 12th century. Gadabay Castle already existed here. The ruins of the castle were found in the set-
tlement of Madan (mine) where copper was produced in the past century.

Maiden's Tower

The tower is a huge building located tn the village of Soyudlu on the bank of the Shamkir River. The castle,
which is also known under the name of Namardgala. is situated in such a complicated geographical area
that it is almost impossible to get there The height of the castle, which is located on a steep rock, is up to
IS metres. It is possible to get to the castle only in arid summer months when rainfalls are rare During the
rains, the river bursts its banks and poses a threat, and it is impossible to get to the castle.

The Maiden's Tower, which resembles Chiragqala in Davachi. is believed to have been built under Sassanid
rule in the 5th-6th centuries

The Tala Church

It is an ancient church located in a forest in the upper part of the district in an area called Tala. There ate
various deep dents on the monument which is hidden behind trees. It is believed that tunnels going in dif-
ferent directions were built here. They say that it used to be a prayer room

The village of Boyuk Qaramurad

The village is situated at the foot of Mount Shahdag on the bank of the Qaramurad River The name of this
population centre with a perfect view is understood to mean a great and brave person. In 1888-1891. the
German scientist Waldemar Belk carried out archaeological excavations on the territory of Qaramurad He
opened ancient graves and found gold, silver and bronze jewels and weapons inside He made a list of things
found in the graves and took all of them to Germany. Now those documents and things are kept at the Berlin
Museum.
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Boyiik Qaramurad kandi

Sahdag stayinda, QjicimuhKi cayinin sahilinda yerlasir. Milkemmal manzarasi olan bu yasoyis obyektinin
ailinin manasim boyuk. 1gid insan kimi uali edirler. 18SS - 1891 « ci illorde alman alimi Valdemer Bulk
Boyiik Qaramurad srazisinds aixsoloji qazinti islari aparib Qadim gabirlari acib. igindan qizil, gumus. tunc
bazak asyalarl. silah tapib va birnlarin hamisini Almaniyaya aparib. indi hemin senadler ve asyalar Berlin
muzeyinds saxlanilr.

Zangli Kilsa (V - VII asrlar)

Boyuik Qaramurad kandinin an mashur tarixi abidesi V-VU asrlers aiddir. XV - XL asrlerda yenidan barpa
edildikdan sonra bu gtinkii formasim alib. Bazi manbalards 163/.-cu ilda insa edildiyi yazilir Yerlilordan
buna nadan Zangli Kilsa deyildiyini sorusdug. San dems, kilsanin tavanindan nahang damir zang asilibmis.
Bu zanga damirla vuruldugu zaman cingiltili sas atrafa yayilarmis. 1960-ci illarda kilsanin zangi miilemmall
sokilda yoxa ¢ixib. Kendlilar ogurlandigim giiman edirler Mabadin divarlarina muxtslif 6lgtlii formal xaglar
va naxiglar doyuliib. Deyilanlars gora vaxtile bu mabaddan karzanasaray kimi da istifads ediblar.

Qizillorpag. Caidas. Sebatkecmaz va digar bir ¢ox kandlarda, elaca da rayon markazindaki Tala deuilan
orazide Qafqaz Albaniyasi dénamindsn galma ¢ox sayda tnebad indiyadek durur S$ahdagin sleyinds.
Semkir oyt sahilinds yerlasen Qalakand uca daglarin, six mesalarin goynunda salinmis asl yerislu etnik
muzeydir. 11 monastir var. Kanddaki evlaiin demak olar hamisinda orta asrlare aid xatiraler vai. Kend
sakinlarinin biri hayatinde kartof skmak istayarkan, torpagin altindan nshang beton parcasi ¢ixarib. Bu.
usttinda cox iri ve bazakli xaclan va gadim slifba ila yazilari olan 'ni gabir dasultr. Burada slino bel alib harani
qazsan, antik dovrdan qalma asarlara rastlemaqg normal hol sayilir. Gadabayda 30 galaca var Bir tona yaxin
agirh@i olan nahang daslardan insa edilmis strateji shamiyyatli obyektlare Oyuz qalacalari deyirler. Bunlar
mudafis magsadli gozalci qurgulanidir.

Koroglu galasi (V-VII asrlar)

8una Cavansir qalnsi da deyirler. Daniz saviyyasindan iki min metr yiiksaklikda yerlasir Bu. eslinde 6z
dovriine gore har saraiti olan qala - sshardir V-VII asrlera aid tarixi abidadir Alban liokni.tnligimn son
donamlarinds. Girdman dovlstinin knyazi Cavansilin atasi Varastudal tarafindan insa etdirilib. Diisman
tahliikasi oldugu zaman hokmdar ailasi ve yaxinlarinin sigindigi, sildium gayanin tstiinda tikilmis strateji
ahamiyyatli méhtesam mudafis kompleksidir. Qalanin Cavansir ve Korogluya aid olmasim ise bels izah
edirlar Tarixi abide kimi Alban dovriini aks etdirsa da. XVI-XVII asrlerds Koroglunun ixtiyarinda olub.
Koroglu adnjla bagl yerlar Gadabayda coxdur. Koroglu darssi. Koroglu day ve sail. Bu galanin Koroglunun
Azarbaycandaki asas sijinacaqlarindan biri oldugu giiman odiltr.

Koroglu kimdir?

Turk xalglarinin ortaq elnosudit XVI - XVII asrlerde Osmanli imperiyasi ve Azatbaye.inin bir cox arazilarini
biriiyan kandli tGsyanlarindan birine Kotwjlu basciliq edildi. Ravayate qora asl atl Révsan olub Padsahin
omriyla gozleri ¢ixarilan atasinin bi halina gazablanan Rovsan 6ziina o giindan Koioulu lagabini se¢arak
ada/lotizliya qaisi miibarizays baslayib
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278 GADABAY

The Bell Church (5th-7th centuries)

The most famous historical monument in the village of Boyuk Qaramurad belongs to the Sth-7th centuries.
It took its current shape after being restored in the 12th-13th centuries. Some sources say that it was built
in 1634. We asked locals why they call it the Bell Church. It turned out that a huge iron bell used to hang
from the ceiling of the church. The chimes of the bell could be heard all around. In 1960. the bell mysteri-
ously disappeared from the church. The villagers assume that it was stolen. Crosses and patterns of differ-
ent forms are engraved on the walls of the temple. They say that this temple was used as a caravanserai.

In Qiziltorpag. Chaldash. Sabatkechmaz villages also in the area called Tala which is in district center there
are alot of temples has been left over from the time of Caucasian Albania period. Qalakand is located at
the foot of Mount Shahdag on the bank of the Shamkir River. The village, which is situated too far from the
town in the mountains and dense forests, is a real ethnic museum. There are 11 monasteries in Qalakand
alone. Almost all homes in the village have medieval maps. Avillager discovered a big piece of concrete as
he tried to plant potatoes in his courtyard. It was a big tombstone with big and decorative crosses and
inscriptions in an ancient alphabet. Getting a shovel and digging out works left over from the antique peri-
od is regarded as normal here. There are 30 small castles in Gadabay. These small castles, built fTom huge
stones weighing about one tonne, are of strategic importance. They are called Oguz castles. The small cas-
tles are defensive look-out stations.

Koroglu Castle (5th-7th centuries)

Itis also called 3avanshir Castle. It is located 2.000 metres above sea level. In fact, it was a comfortable cas-
tle and city in its time. It is a monument belonging to the 5th-7th centuries. It was built in the final days of
Albanian rule by Varastirdat. the father of the prince of the Girdman state. Javanshir. It is a huge defensive
complex of strategic importance built on a steep rock where the ruler and his families and loved ones took
refuge during an enemy attack.

The belonging of the castle to Javanshir and Koroglu is explained in the following way. Although as a his-
torical monument, it belongs to the Albanian period, it was controlled by Koroglu in the 16th-17th centuries.
There are many places linked to Koroglu s name in Gadabay - the Koroglu gorge. Mount Koroglu and so on.
It is believed that the castle was one of Koroglu's main havens in Azerbaijan.

Who is Koroglu?

Koroglu is a mystical people s hero for all Tuikic peoples. In the 16th-17lh centuries, the Ottoman Empire
and many parts of Azerbaijan were engulfed in a peasant movement. One of these peasant uprisings was
led by Koroglu. Legend has it that Koroglu's real name was Rovshan. His father All had his eyes put out
Enraged by the condition of his father who had his eyes put out on orders from the monarch. Rovshan chose
the nickname Koroglu (blind man s son) and started fighting injustice.
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Nagorno-Karabakh

Nagorno-Karabakh is situated in western Azerbaijan on the border with Armenia and I.ran. It cover§ the d?s—
tricts of Kalbajar. Tartar. Barda, Agjabadi. Agdam. Khojavand. Fuzuli. Jabrayil. Zangitan. Qubadli, Lachin.
Shusha. Khojali and Khankandi. This historical Azerbaijani region, which has been populated by
Azerbaijanis and Armenians, is occupied by the Armenian armed forces.

A brief historical note

Historically. Karabakh has formed part of Caucasian Albania. After the Karabakh Khanate, a local feudal
state, was occupied by the Russian Empire in 1813. thousands of Armenian families were resettled in the
region from the Ottoman Empire and Iran. After the demographic explosion which followed this policy of
resettlement, the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Region was established on Azerbaijani lands in the Soviet
Union in 1923. In 1989. the autonomy was abolished by the decision of the Azerbaijani parliament. The eth-
nic clashes that happened in the region in 1988 and Armenia's attempts to annex the NKAR led to a war
between the two states. The Armenian army occupied the NKAR and six surrounding districts. A cease-fire
was signed in Bishkek in 1994. Although the cease-fire is still in force, gunshots can still be frequently heard
on the front line. The civilian population is suffering from these shootouts.

Karabakh

| did not visit, travel, see. taste and know Karabakh. That's why | cannot write anything. My heart aches.
While filming the village of Karchivan from a height of 1.500 metres in August 2005. people surrounded us.
It became known that the residents of the village were refugees from Shusha and Lachin. One of them, a
very old woman said in the sweet Karabakh accent:"You are not a girl that would climb those mountains all
day long with a burden on your back. When will you go to Shusha? The main place to film is Shusha. my
daughter.” She hugged me and cried. This was the first time that | did not find a word to say. and | felt very
depressed. For 17 years now. the more than one million displaced persons have been waiting to return to
their homes. A whole generation of Karabakhis is growing without Karabakh in Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan is liv-
ing with a dream of Karabakh.Me too. Let's hope that this dream will come true one day...

Kalbajar : Occupied on 2 April 1992 FizUii: Occupied on 23 August 1993

Khojavand : Occupied on 2 October 1992 Qubadli: Occupied on 31 August 1993

Agdam : Occupied on 23 June 1993 Zangilan : Occupied on 29 October 1993

Lachin : Occupied on 18 May 1993 Agdara : Occupied on 7 June 1992

Shusha : Occupied on 8 May 1993 Khankandi: Occupied on 26 December 1991
Khojali: Occupied on 26 February 1992 Hadrut: Communications were severed in 1992

Jabrayil: Occupied on 23 August 1993 Asgaran : All communications were severed in 1992
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Dagliq Qarabag

Azarbaycanin garb hissasinds. Ermanistan ve iranla serhad bélgads yerlasir. Kelbacer. Tarter. Barda,
Agcabadi. Agdam. Xocavand. Fizuli. Cabrayil. Zangilan. Qubadl, Lagin. Susa. Xocall. Xankandi rayonlanni
ahata edir. Tarixan azarbaycanlilarla yerli ermanilarin birgsa yasadigi bu tarixi Azarbaycan arazisi
Ermanistan silahli givvaleri tersfindan isgal edilib

Qisa tarixi arayis

Qarabag torpaglar tarixan Qafgaz Albaniyasinin terkibinds olub. 1813-cii ilda yerli feodal dovlat olan
Qarabag xanligi Rusiya imperiyasi terefinden isgal edildikden sonra araziys Osmanli ve irandan minlarle
ermani ailasi koclrilmays baslandi. Bu kdc¢lirma siyasati naticasinds yasanan demografik partlayisdan
sonra. 1923-cii ilds SSRi tarkibindaki Azarbaycan torpaglannda Dagliq Qarabag Muxtar Vilayati quruldu
1989-cu ilde Azerbaycan Parlamentinin serancamiyla muxtariyyat lagv edildi. 1988-ci ilde bolgads bas
veran etnik garsidurmalar ve Ermanistanin DQMV - ni 6ziina birlasdirma talablari iki dovlst arasinda
miuharibaya sebab oldu. Ermanistan ordusu DQMV - ni va ona bitisik 6 rayonu isgal etdi. 1994-ci ilda
Biskakda ataskas sazisi imzalandi. Ataskes mugavilasi bu giine gader giivvada olsa da. cebha xattinds tez «
tez gulls saslari esidilir. Bu atismalardan dinc shali aziyyat ¢akir.

Qarabaga

Getmadim, gazmadim, gérmadim, dadmadim, bilmirem. Ona gors da heg na yaza bilmiram. Urayimda 1xal
galdi. 2005-ci ilin may ayinda Agsunun texminan 1500 metr yiksakliyinda yerlasan Karcivan kandinds
¢akilisdeykan camaat basimiza yigisdi. Malum oldu ki. kand sakinlari Susa ve Lagin gacqinlaridir. Onlarin
igarisinda yaslica 1 nana sipsirin Qarabag lahcasiyla: “Bly. sen belindas yiikle bitin gin o dagi dasi gezen
qiz deyilsan? Bas Susaya na vaxt gedacaksiniz? asas ¢akilasi yer oradadir, basina doniim*“ - dedi ve mani
qucaqlayib agladi, ilk dafe cavab vermays stz tapmadigim Gglin 6zimi ¢ox aciz hiss etdim. 17 ildir
Azerbaycanda 1 milyondan artiq macburi kogkiin blr giin tarixi vatanlerine geri donacakleri gini
gozlayerak yasayir. Aarbaycanda bir nasil garabagl Qarabagsiz boyiyir. Azarbaycan Qarabag xayali ile
yasayir. Ela man da. Bir giin bu xayalin gergak olacagina timid edarak.

Kalbacar: 1992-cl il aprelin 2-da isgal edilib FUZUii: 1993-cii il avqustun 23-da isgal edilib
Xocavand : 1992-ci il oktyabrin 2-ds isgal edilib. Qubadli: 1993-cii il avqustun 31-da isgal edilib
Agdam : 1993-cii il iyulun 23-da isgal edilib Zangilan : 1993-cii il oktyabrin 29-da isgal edilib
Lagin : 1992-ci Umayin 18-ds isgal edilib Agdara : 1992-ci il iyulun 7-da isgal edilib.

Susa : 1992-ci il mayin 8-ds isgal edilib. Xankandi: 1991-ci il dekabnn 26-da isgal edilib.
Xocall: 1992-ci il fevralin 26-da isgal edilib Hadrut: 1992-ci ildan alagalar kasilib

Cabrayil: 1993-cui il avqustun 23-ds isgal edilib. Osgaran : 1992-ci ildan bitiin alagaler kasilib
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Barda

Those who visit Barda for the first time find « difficult to believe that Barda used to be a developed and large
trade centre and the capital of the most powerful antique state in the Caucasus There is not a single trace
left from the city’s legendary past. A difficult page in the history of Barda began in the 1990s The war that
broke out in Nagorno-Karabakh turned people into refugees Some of the residents of Agdam. Lachm and
Kalbajar took refuge in the closest place - Barda The reason is believed to be that those people were
engaged mainly in cattle-breeding Since 1993. Barda has hosted as many refugees and displaced persons
as its own population.

Note

The distance between Baku and Barda is 314 km. As a district, it was established in 1930 It is situated in
the northwest of the Kura-Araz plain and in the centre of the Karabakh steppe The Tartar and Khachin rivers,
as well as the Yukhari Karabakh canal pass through the district. The Kura River flows along the border of the
district. On the right-hand side of the Tartar road, there are two lakes and a hot sulphur water spring  istisu,
while the Agali lake is situated at a distance of 23 km and the village of Muganl near the mineral water
spring

Soltanbud

It is acommon name given to the area. There is a hill called Soltanbud near a forest under the same name
Until recently, there were even seven hills here After that, the hills were dug out and plundered in the belief
that there were treasures in them It is not known what was found in those hills, but out of the seven hills,
only the biggest one Soltanbud was left. There are various legends about this place It is believed that the
hills emerged during the Mongol invasion Mongol soldiers who fought for a long time and travelled a lot
buried their dead commanders in those places As part of the ritual, each Mongol soldier threw a handful of
land on the grave Thus, every grave turned into a big hill. The seven hills the Soltanbud bairows are
regarded as graves from the same series

A gate between the Karabakh mountains and plains

Baida, which was called a gate between the Kaiabakh mountains and plains, was regarded as an important
cultural and political centre between Tabriz and Canja. Houses built from burnt bricks, baths, caravanserais
gardens, fields and bazaars in Barda, which was once compared with the city of Baghdad for its beauty and
wealth, used to be a talking point Uarda is often mentioned in works by travellers and writers ol various
times. In his work Roads and Countries . Ibn Khordadbch 110th century» reported about trade routes going
through the last capital of Arran. Barda, and the city’s administrative structure. Nizami Ganjavi. who visited

Barda in the 12th century, liked this place so much that he praised and admired the city in his
“Isgandarnameh".

Baid.i is so hcautiiul. so handsome.
In summer and winter. il is nouiisluny all the tune
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Barda

Bardayo ilk dafe gedanler buianni bir vaxtlar aslinds inkisaf etinis boyiik ticaret markazi, 6laca de Qafqazin
an qldratli antik dovlatinin paytaxti ola bilacayina bil az calin inanirlar. Sshaiin afsanavi kegmisindan asar
*alamat galmayib. 1900 - ci illardan isa Bardanin tarixinda ¢atin sahife acilib. Dagliq Qarabaqgda baslayan
miihariba insanlari yurd-yuvalarindan didargin salib Agdam, Lagin va Kelbocor camaatinin bir gismi an
yaxin yurda. Bardaya siginib 1993 -cii ildan etibaran Barda ahalisinin say1 gadar macburi kdgkiina ev sahi-
bliyi edir.

Arayis

Baki «Barda arasinda masafs 3U1kmdit Rayon kimi 1930 «cu ilds yaradilib. Kiir « Araz ovaliginin simal
garb hissasinda. Qarabaq dlzunun markazinda yerlasir. Tartar va Xagin gaylari, elace da Yuxar Qarabaq
kanali rayonun arazisindon kegir. Kiir gayi rayon serhaddi boyunca axir. Markazdan 3 km masafeda. Tartar
yolunun saq terafinds 2 giil ve gaynar kukiirdlii su bulagi - istisu. 23 km aralida ise Ayali goli. Muganl
kandi yaxinhginda mineral su bulag: yerlssir. Bards ile Agdam arasindaki diizenlikde mashur Soltanbud
mesost yerlasir.

Soltanbud

Oraziya verilan tmumi addir Eyniadli mesonin yaxinhginda Soltanbud tapasi durur. Yaxin vaxtlara gader
burada 7 bels taps var idi. Daha sonra igarisinds dafina ola bilacoyi gtiman edilarak tepalar qazilib talan-
maga basladi O dagintilardan na tapildi, na alds edildi bilinmir, amma 7 tepadan bu giina galib catan
sadaca an boyuyi olan Sultanbud galdi. Bura hagqinda cesidli afsanaler gazir. Deyilanlara géra, tapalerin
yaranma tarixi mongol yurtsleri zamanina ge-dib ¢ixir. Uzun miharibalar edan ve davamli sayahatlards
olan monqol asgarlari yollarda 6len sarkardalarini hamin ijorlerdo dafn edarlermis. Adst lizre mazara mon-
qgol qgosunlarindaki asgarlerin harasi bir ovuc torpaq atarmis. Belaca, har gabr normalda olmasi
garakdiyinden dafalerla boyiik, teps seklinda olarmis. 7 tapa «Soltanbud kurganlari da eyni silsiladan olan
qobrlardan hesab edilir.

Qarabagin dag ile arani arasinda gapi

Adlandirilan Borda gadim Tabrizle Ganca arasinda mithim madani ve siyasi markazi hesab edilib. Vaxtilo
yarasigi va zanginliyina gora Bagdad sshari ile muiqayisa edilan Bardanin bismis karpicdan tikilmis evlari,
hamam va karvansaraylari. bag ve akin sahalari, elocs da bazarlari dillards dolasib. Muxtalif dovrtin mashur
sayyah ve yazarlarinin asarlerinda Bardanin adina tez « tez rast galinir. ibn Xordadbeh |X asr) "Yollar va
olkalar kitebrasorinda Arranin sonuncu paytaxti olan Bardadan kegan ticarat yollari, sehorin inzibati quru-
lusu haqginda malumat verib. XIlI asrde Bardays sayahat edsn Nizami Gancavi burani els bayanir ki.
‘Isgandemama"” poemasinda sahari uzun « uzun tariflayarak heyranlhigini gizlatmir:

Bards na gasangdir, neca gozaldir.
Yay!i da. qisi da guldr, ¢igakdir...
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Quote

“The first city established in the Karabakh region is the city and castle of Barda situated on the Tartar River
and three groves away from the Kura River.' Mirza Jamal Javanshir Qarabaghi (5th century)

History

Written sources first mention Barda in the 5th century. Although Azerbaijani historian Mirza Jamal
Javanshir Qarabaghi says in his work “The History of Karabakh" that Barda was the first city in the Karabakh
region, he does not say anything about the history of its establishment. Abbasqulu Bakikhanov (19th cen-
tury) recorded that the ruins of the city of Barda existed in his time in the country of Karabakh near the bank
of the Kura River.

According to historical sources. Barda, which had been developing since the 4th and 5th centuries BC. was
regarded as one of the largest cities of the Caucasus 1.500 years ago. Barda was mentioned in the Kirabi
Dada Qorqud ballade. Hamdullah Qazvini recorded that Barda was built by Alexander the Great. Qubad, the
son of Firuz, renovated it and built a wall around the city. Ouring that time, the city was called Firuzabad for
some time. According to Moses Kalankatli. Barda was built under Albanian King Vache Il (459-484).

Strabo mentioned a city called Ayniana in the Uti region in lowland Karabakh. One of the first researchers
into Barda. Abdurrahim Haqverdiyev said that this city was Barda. Claudius Ptolemy mentioned 29 cities
and large settlements in Albania and recorded that between Iberia and the Araz River flowing into the Kura,
there was a large settlement called Bakura (Barda).

Ancient Barda

It is located about 5km away from its current territory, in ancient times, the city consisted of two parts. The
city centre which was surrounded by castle walls was called Shahristan. The part that was called Rabat was
home to merchants and a caravanserai. The city's famous Al-Kirkuy bazaar, which turned into one of the
most important trade and cultural centres of the Middle and Near East in the 8th-9th centuries, was locat-
ed near the Barda Gate.

A brief historical note

Under the Sassanids. Barda was a province, in 752 - the centre of the Arran province, and in the 6th- tOth
centuries - the capital of Albania for about 500 years. In 552. the centre of the Albanian church moved to
Barda. In 628. the city was taken over by the Khazars and in 639 by Iranian feudals. however, the Albanian
King Javanshir managed to oust them from the city. Under Caliph Othman (644-656). Arab troops seized the
city Barda, which was repeatedly attacked and destroyed, was also destroyed during the military cam-
paigns by the Mongols in the 12lh century and then by Amir Timur. In 1736. it was totally devastated by
Iranian Shah Nadir. After all this, the city went into decline and turned into a small village with a popula-
tion of only 200-300 people in the second half of the 19th century. Since then, the city has been unable to
recover its greatness
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Sitat

mDarabag vilaystinds salinan birinci sshar Tartar cayinin usliinda ve Kiir cayinin 3 agachginda olan Borda
sohari vo qalasidir - Mirze Camal Cavansir Qarabayi (V asr)

Tarix

Yazill manbolerda Barda adina ilk dofo V asrda rast galinir Azarbaycan tarixcisi Mirze Camal Cavansir
Qarabagi 'Qarabag tarixi" asarinda Qarabag vilayatinda salinan ilk saharin Barda oldugunu qoyd etsa da.
yaranma tarixindan bshs etmayib. A.A.Bakixanov (XIX asr) isa Barda ssharinin xarabalarinin Qarabag
olkasinda. Kur cayi sahili yaxinliginda onun dévriinds de mévcud oldugundan xabar verib.

Tarixi manbalara gora. e.o. IV «V asrlardan inkisaf edan 8arda 1500 il awal Qafgazin an boyiik seharlerindan
biri hesab edilib. Kitabi - Dads Qorqud dastaninda Bardenin adi ¢akilib. Hemdullah Qazvini bildirir ki.
Bardani Makedoniyali isgendar tikdirib. Firuzun oglu Qubad iss onu tamir etdirib, strafina divar gakdirib
Mahz hamin vaxt arzinds sshar bir middst Firuzabad adlanib. Moisey Kalankatlinin malumatina gora.
Barda Alban hékmdari M Vace dovriinda (/.59 - /.84) salinib.

Strabon Diizan Qarabagdaki Uti vilaystinde Ayniana adl sshardan bahs edir. Bardanin ilk
tadgigatcilarindan olan sbdiirrahim bay Haqverdiyev bunun Bards oldugunu geyd edib. Klavdi Ptolomey
Albaniyada 29 iri sshar va yasayls mantagasinin adlarini ¢ekarak Iberiya ila Kire tokilen Araz cayi
arasinda Bakura (Barda) adli iri yasayis mantaqgasinin yerlasdiyini yazib.

Qadim Barda

indiki srazisinden tagribsn 5 km kenarda yerlasib. Qadimda sahar iki hissadan ibarat idi. Qala divarlari ila
ahate olunmus markez $ahristan adlanirdil. Rabat adlanan hisseda senatkarlar, tacirlar mahallesi ve kar-
vansaray yerlasirdi. VIII «1X asrlards Yaxin ve Orta $arqin mihiim ticarat, madaniyyat markazina gevrilmis
saharin mashur *al - Kuirkiy* bazari Barda darvazasinin yaxinhginda yerlasirdi.

Qisa tarixi arayls

Sasanilar dovriinds Barda canisinlik. 752 - ci ilde Arran vilayatinin markazi. VI - X asrlerds, texminan 500
ilo yaxin muddatda Albaniyanin paytaxti olub. 552 «ci ilda Alban kilsasinin markazi Bardays koguriilib.
628 -ci ilde Xazarlar tarafindan i$gal olunan sahari. 639 -cu ilds iran feodallari istila etsa da. Alban hokm-
dari Cavansir onlari sshardan gqovmagi bacarib. Xalife Osmanin dévriinds (64/. - 656) arab qosunlari sahari
tulub. Dafalarle basqin ve dagintilara maruz galan sshar Xl asrde mongollarin va sonra da amir Teymurun
yirtsiinde dagidiib. 1736 - ci ilde iran sahi Nadir sshari tamam viran edib. Biitiin bunlardan sonra
tamamils tenazziil edan sahar XIX asrin ikinci yarisinda cami 200 « 300 nafar shalisi olan kicik bir kanda
cevrildi. O tarixdan sonra avvalki méhtasam gtinlarina heg ciir gayida bilmadi.
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Note

“After the cem c of Caucasian Albania moved horn Qabala to Barda, a new period of tenaiSsatKebeganin
the development of this ancient citg. In the early Middle Ages, it was one of the political, economic and cul-
tural centres of the Middle East. The city is located in Arerbaijan’s remotest part. It Is built from red bricks
and lime and is situated on a plain. According to Al-Istakhri. Barda is a very big city. If you ask me. it rsan
old note, because nothing has been left of the city. In Azerbaijan, | have met people who lived m Barda and
asked them about the city. They said that the city was totally destroyed and very few people live there now.
It is almost like a village; it is dangerous to live there, poverty and destitution are obvious, houses have been
destroyed and there are traces of plunder everywhere.”

Yaqut Al-Hamawi (1179-1229) “The Alphabetical List of Countries’ (geographical encyclopedia)

Russians in Barda

Russian fighters who invaded the Caspian basin were aware of the city that was economically developed
and was very wealthy. The Russians occupied the city in 943-944. killing 20.000 people and imposing a tax
on the population. Everyone was supposed to pay a certain amount of money to save their life. Those who
did not pay were executed. For this reason, the population left its place of residence. The Russians launched
arson attacks in order to find out how many people lived in the city. People were forced to leave their hide-
outs. Since the plague spread in the city at the time, the Russians left it very soon. Beginning from that
time, the city went into decline. After that, it was unable to recover.

The place name

Historically, there have been names such as Parda. Barza, Partav. Berda. Harum and Firuzabad. In
“Isgandarnameh". Nizami Ganjavi hinted that the city's original name was Harun. No-one but Nizami men-
tioned this fact.

The place name Barda is also common in Central Asia. Urals and Altai, and is linked to Sak tribes.
Incidentally, the Saks who came to Azerbaijan in the 8th-7th centuries BC established their own province
on the Kura and Araz Rivers. Researchers link Barda to the place name Parda in Manna and to Bardo. a Turkic
Hun tribe which settled in Azerbaijan

Barda's name is also linked to Partatua. a Scythian king who lived in the 7th century BC. It is believed that
he fought the Assyrians here. Based on this information, it is believed that Barda is at least 2.700 years old.

Berda, which Is a word of Persian origin, implies a place of captivity or a narrow place. This name originates
from the fact that rulers kept their prisoners from surrounding areas in this place

Another interpretation of the place name says that it means a girl s city. According to another theory the

place name comes from the Turkic word berdi and implies a dish, bowl or jug. At the same lime. Berdi means
silk thread or a narrow river, branch or string
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Qeyd

‘Qafqaz Albaniyasinin markazi Qabasladan Bardaye kdcdilkden sonra bu gadim seharin inkisafinda yeni
intibah dovTui basladi. ilk orta ssrlarda Yaxin Sergin siyasi, igtisadi, medsni markazlerindan biri olub.
Azarbaycanin an uzaq bucaginda yerlagan sahar. Bismis karpicdan va shangdan tikilib, diizenlikds yerlasir.
al « tstoxrinin yazdigina gora. Barda ¢ox boyiik sehardir. Mana galsa, bu kéhna yazidir, ¢linki indi sehardan
heg na galmayib. Azarbaycanda man Bardada yasamis adamlar il goruistib, onlari sshar hagqinda sorguya
tutmusam. Onlarin demasina gors, sehar giiclii sakilda dagidilib va indi orada ¢ox az adam yasayir. Demak
olar kend kimidir: orada yasamaq qorxuludur, kasiblig, ehtiyac g6z gabagindadir, evler dagidilib, har seyda
talan izi galib."

Yaqut 8l - Hemavi (1179 » 1229) “Olkalarin alifba ils sadalanmasi' (cografi ensiklopediya)

Ruslar Bardada

Xazar hovzasina ylruslar edan rus doyusctler igtisadi cehatdan inkisaf etmis. zengin sarvati olan sshar
haqqinda malumata sahib idiler. 943 « 944 «cii ilds sehari isgal eden ruslar 20 min naferi qilincdan kegirib,
ohali Uzarina vergi goydular. Her kes canini xilas etmak (i¢iin muayysn mablegds pul vermaliydi.
Vermayanlari éldirirdulsr, shali buna gora da yasayis yerini tark edirdi. Ruslar da na gadar shali oldugunu
dagiglasdirmak tgiin yanginlar toradirdilar. Macbur galan shali tize ¢ixirdl. Homin dénemda ssharda taun
xastaliyi genis yayildigindan ruslar tezlikle burani tark etmali olurlar. $ahar texminan hamin vaxtdan
etibaren tanazziile ugradi. Bundan sonra bir daha 6ziinti diizelda bilmadi.

Toponim

Tarixan Parda. Barza. Partav, Berda. Harum. Firuzabad ve sair kimi adlarla taninib. Nizami Gancavi
‘Isgandarnama’ poemasinda saharin ilk adinin Harun olduguna eyham vurur. Bu fakti Nizamidan basqa heg
kim yazmir.

Bards toponimina Markazi Asiya. Ural. Altayda da rast galinir ve bu. sak tayfalari ile alagalendirilir. Yeri
galmiskan. Azarbaycana e.sa. VIII « VIl asrlerds galan saklar Kiir va Araz gaylar arasinda 6z vilayatlarini
qurublar. Tedgiqatgilar Bardeni Mannadaki Parda toponimi ila. bundan basqa iskit tayfalarinin Azarbaycan-
da maskunlasmis hun - tiirk tayfasi olan Bordonun adi ila alagalendirirler.

Bardanin adt e.s. VIl asrdas skif ¢arlarindan biri olan Partatuanin adi il de baglayirlar. Deyilanlara gére o.
burada Assuriyaya qarsi mibariza aparib. Bu malumat asasinda Bardanin an azi 2700 il tarixi oldugu
gliman edilir

Fars mansali s6z olan Barda. asir etma yeri, dar yer manasini verir. Hokmdarlar atraf yerlarden tutduglari
asirlari dustaq kimi burada saxladiglarindan bels adlandirilib

Toponimin bir basqa izahinda qiz sehari manasi verdiyi bildirilir. Bir basqa farziyyaye gora ise toponim tiirk

mangsali berdi s6ziinden olub. gab. piyals, kuze demakdir. Berdi eyni zamanda ipak sap kimi tarciima
edilarak, ensiz cay. qol. tel manasindadir.
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Barda lorprggala lorbess

It is also believed that Batda is linked to the name of Bardia. one of the sons of Achaemenid King Cyrus (6th
century BC). who was mentioned on the Bisitun Slone and implies a giant and strong man

Historical monuments

Unlike many provincial centres, most of Barda's important historical monuments are located inside the dis-
trict Apart from the sepulchres of Akhsadan Baba (14th century). Guloglular, Bahman Mir2a Qajar (1880)
and others and the multi-faced sepulchre built by master Ahmad Ayyub oglu al-Hafiz in 1322. the square
fort built from row bricks in the Middle Ages is also of great interest

The Friday mosque (1324)

The mosque, which is located in the centre of Barda, was built in 1324 It has two minarets. In Soviet times,
it was used as a fertilizer warehouse, a school and an archive building. It has been open for prayers since
1990

The Barda sepulchre

According to information from some sources. Barda Castle was built in 1322 by a foster child of the Ajami
school. Ahmad ibn Ayyub al-Hafiz of Nakhichevan. The height of the castle is 13 metres. Many travellers
have described the castle in their notes. The castle was destroyed during the Mongol invasion of Azerbaijan
and was restored later. It was last repaired in 1958. It is one of the two tower sepulchres built in Barda in the
14th century. It has a round shape. The sepulchre, built from burnt bricks, started to be researched in the
19th century, it has overland and underground parts. On the castle, there is a pattern in which the word
Allah is written more than 200 times. The inscription on the monument says: "Amali Ahmad ibn Ayyub al-
Hafiz an-Nakhichevani“. This shows that architects from Nakhichevan were invited to other cities to build
important buildings in the 14th century. The sepulchre is an extremely valuable piece of art which proves
that the traditions of the Nakhichevan architecture school were continued. Although it is not known who the
monument was built for since its inscription was destroyed, it is believed that it was built for someone from
the Elkhanid dynasty, it Is known as Nushaba Castle among the people.

Who is Nushaba?

She was the ruler of Barda in ancient times In his work Isgandamameh”. Nizami Ganjavi extensively spoke
about Alexander the Great's visit to Barda and his meeting with Nushaba.

Legend

Legend has it that Nushaba was a woman who did not have a man and enjoyed herself. In her palace, she
had thousands of beautiful girls working for her and 30.000 slaves. When Alexander set foot in this land, he
was astonished and decided to meet its ruler He put on a messenger's outfit and headed for the palace.
When Nushaba received the messenger, she realized from his bow. behaviour and jewels that it was
Alexander himself and asked him why he was pretending to be a messenger. But once Alexander denied
that. Nushaba showed him a silk dress with his picture on it and forced Alexander to acknowledge it After
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Bordo adinin allamani hékmdari Kirin le.s Vi osm» oglanlarindan birinin adi 1la « Bisutun qayalarinda
yazilmis ‘Bardiya’ iia alagadar olub, manasinin nohany gamsatli, bahadir, gticlii demak oldugunu bildirir.

Tarixi abidaler

Bir cox ayalat markezlarindan feiqli olaraq Bardadaki miithiim tarixi abidalarin coxu rayonun icinde yerlasir.
Axsadan Baba (XIV asr). Guloglular. Bshman Mirza Qacar 11880) va sair tlirbaler. 1322 -ci ilda usta shmad
ayyub oglu al «Hafizin tikdiyi coxiizlii magbaradan basqa orta asrlarda ¢iy kerpicdan tikilmis kvadrat sakilli
torpaq gala da ¢cox boyiik maraq dogurur.

Ciima mascidi (1324)

Bardanin markazindaki tarixi mascid 2 minaralidir. Sovet illarinda gtibrs anbari, maktab va arxiv binasi kimi
istifada edilib. 1990 «ct illardan yenidan ibadats acigdir.

Barda tiirbasi (1322)

Bazi manbalarda verilan malumata goére Bards qalasi acem» maktabinin yetirmasi Naxgivanli shmad ibn
ayyub al Hafiz tarafinden 1322 - ci ilds tikilib. Qalanin hindurl 13 metrdir Qala hagqginda bu cox
sayyahlar asarlerinde yaziblar Qala mongqollarin Azarbaycana yiiriisleri zamani dagidiib ve sonradan
barpa olunub Son dafe 1958 «ci ilde son dafe tamir edilib. XIV asrda Bardada tikilan iki giltevari tiirbaden
biridir. Formaca dayirmidir. Bis karpicla islanmis tirba XIX asrdan arasdiriimaga baslanib Yeralti va
yeriistii hissalardan ibaratdir. Ustiinda 200 dafadan artiq Allah s6zii yazilmig naxis var. Abidanin tistundaki
kitabanin mazmunu beladir: "amali shmad ibn Eyyub al - Hafiz slbannayi an - Naxcivani*. Bu. Naxgivan
memarlarinin XIV asrda masul binalari tikmak tctin basqa ssharlare davat edildiyinin gostarir. Tirba
Naxgivan memarliqg maktsbi snanalerinin davam etdiyini tesdiq edan son derace giymatli senat
nimunasidir. Abidenin kitabasi ucub - dagildijindan kimin sarafine tikildiyi malum olmasa da onun
Elxanilar stilalesindan bir nafer uctin insa edildiyi ehtimal olunur. Xalq arasinda Nisaba galasi adi ila
taninir.

Nisaba kimdir?

Orta ssrlards Bards hokmdari olub. Nizami Gancavi “isgandsrnama" asarinds diinyani fath etmaya gixmis
Makedoniyali isgendarin Bardays galib Niisaba ile gériismasinden genis bahs edib.

ofsana

Deyilanlara gora. Nusabs erkaksiz. keyfle yasayan cox gozal bir gadin imis. Sarayinda ona tabe minlarla
gozal qiz galisir. 30 min qulami varmis. isgendar ayaq basdigi bu torpaga heyran galir va hokmdari ils
goriismaye qarar verir. Elgi giyafesi geyarak saraya iz tutur. Elgini gsbul edsn Nisabs onun tazim
etmamasindan, davranislarindan, das-qaslaindan isgender oldugunu anlayir ve naden elgilik etdiyini
ondan sorusur Lakin isgandar bunu inkar edinca. Niisaba tizerinda onun aksi olan ipak yayli§ hékmdara
gostarir va isgandar carasiz razilasir. Bundan sonra Nusaba onunla sakit séhbat edarak 6lkssina zarai vur-
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that. Nushaba quietly spoke to him and asked him not to harm her country. After that, the woman ordered
that food be served Instead of food, she puts dishes full of jewels, gold and silver on the table On seeing
that Alexander was surprised. Nushaba replied:

If you can't eat this, why are you spilling the blood of innocent people because of this? If you don't worship
stones, then go back and stay at home.

Astonished by the woman's wisdom and bravery, Alexander had a meal with her after this lesson, gave
Nushaba presents and left her country in peace Keeping his word, he did not invade Barda.

The twin bridge

The ruins of an ancient bridge, which are believed to be left over from those times, span the Tartar River. It
is true that there is no river left there now. It is believed that Alexander's troops had been deployed in the
valley of this river After that, the river changed its curse and flowed in a different direction.

The Akhsadan sepulchre (14th century)

It is located 50 metres east of the Nushaba sepulchre. Stylistically, it is similar to the Barda sepulchre. It
was built in the 14th century by architect Ahmad ibn Ayyub al-Hafiz Nakhichevani. Locals say that
Shirvanshah Akhsitan (1149-1204) was buried here. Only the underground part of the sepulchre has sur-
vived while its inscriptions have been knocked down. In the first years of the socialist regime, the sepulchre
was totally knocked down in 1920 and its bricks and tombstones from a nearby cemetery were used to build
a house which is known as the old hotel in Barda

Imamzada (14th century)

The Imamzada mosque is located in the district centre. Two of its four minarets are 12 metres high and two
- 15 metres. It was built from burnt bricks Imamzada remained closed until 1974. but was opened to the
public again in 1980. The history of the shrine is very interesting:

Due to the presence of the grave of Imam Ja‘far Sadig's granddaughter Ismayil. caravans passed through
Barda as it was located on the historic Silk Road. In the 12th century, a well-known merchant called Ibrahim
saw people gathering around a grave. He wondered why that grave had been sanctified. In response, he
found out that it was the grave of Princess Ismayil. the offspring of the holy imam On hearing this, the mer-
chant Ibrahim decided to build a mausoleum with a dome made from river-bed stones over the grave. Since
then, the sepulchre and the shrine have been called the Ibrahim mosque.

In fact, the grave inside the shrine belongs to the granddaughter of Imam Ja‘far Sadig. Ismayil Princess
Ismayil who lived in the 8th-9th centuries fled her enemies and took refuge in Barda She lived and died
here B Dorn, who visited Barda in 1861, noticed a very strange mosque. He recorded later: "There is also
ancient Ibrahim Imamzada the history of which is not known The refurbishment of the building cost its
owner 3.000 roubles in silver."

The following report was published in the 1886 Caucasus calendar: “A nrosque was built on top of Imamzada
in the city of Barda in the district of Javanshir in the Yelizavetpol region in 1868
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mamasini xahis edir. Sonra xanim amr edir ki. stifre agilsin. Stifrays yemak yerina gablarla dolu lsl-cavahi-
rat. qizil - gumus diiziliir. isgenderin teacciiblii sual dolu baxislarina Nisabe bela cavab verir: ‘8gar bu
bogazdan ke¢mirsa, nadan bundan 6trii nahaq ganlar tokmak lazimdir? agsr da$a parastis etmirsansa, al
cak va yerinda qal.' Qadinin miidrikliyina va casarstina heyran qalan isgandar bu darsdan sonra onunla
yemak maclisinds oturur. Niisabaya hadiyyalar verarak 6lkani stilh icarisinda terk edir ve soziini tutaraq
Bardaya toxunmur.

Qosa korpl

Bu gtin hamin tarixlardan galdigi gtiman edilan gadim korptiniin galiglari Tarter cayinint tstinds durur
Diizdir, indi orada caydan esar - alamat yoxdur. Deyilanlara géra. isgandarin qosunlari mahz bu cayin
vadisinda yerlasiblar. Sonradan cay macrasim dayisarak indiki istiqgamatda axmaga baslayib

Axsadan tirbasi (XIV asr)

Niisaba tiirbasindan 50 metr sargda yerlasir. Uslub cahatdan Barda tiirbasine oxsayirdi. XIV asrde memar
ashmad ibn ayyub al -Hafiz Naxcivani tarafindan tikilib. Yerlilarin anlatdi§ina gors burada Sirvansah Axsitan
(11*9 - 120*) dafn edilib. Yalniz yeralti hissasi bu giina galib ¢atan tiirbanin kitabaleri dagidilib. Sosialist
rejimin ilk illerinda. 1920 < ci illarde tirbe tamamile sokilib, sokintiiden cixan karpiclardan ve
gabirstanligdaki bas daslarini aridib shanga cevirarek Bardadas indi kéhna mehmanxana deyilan binani tik-
ibler.

Imamzada (XIV asr)

Rayon markazinds yerlesen imamzads mascidinin * minarasinden ikisi 12 metr, ikisi ds IS metrdir.
Tamamils bismis kerpicden insa edilib. 197*-cii iladek baglh galan imamzades 1980 «ci illardan etibaran
yenidan ziyaratgilarin (iziina acilib. Ziyarstgahin yaranma tarixi maraghdir: imam Cafar Sadiqin qiz navasi
ismayilin gabri ils alagadar Bardsa tarixi ipak yolunun tstiinds oldugundan karvanlar daima buradan kegib.
X1 asrde taninmis tacirlerden ibrahim adli sexs gériir ki. camaat bir gebrin basina dolanir. Sorugur ki. niys
bu mazarn miqaddsslesdiriblar? Cavabinda bu mazarin miigeddss imam balasi Sahzads ismayilin gabri
oldugunu dyranir. Tacir ibrahim bu sozu esitdikdan sonra gabrin Ustiinu caylag dasindan kiinbaz halina
salaraq magbera tikdirir. O vaxtdan tiirba - ziyaratgahin adi * ibrahim mascidi' kimi tarixa diistr

Sslinda ziyaratgahdaki gabir imam Caferi Sadigin qiz navesi sahzads ismayilin gabridir. VIl - IX asrlarda
yasamis Sahzads ismayil diismanlarinin slinden qacaraq Bardaya panah gatirib, yasayib ve burada vefat
edib. 1861 -ci ilda Bardayas galen B.Dornun nazarini ¢ox gariba bir mascid calb edir. Sonralar yazirdi: ‘Orada
ham da tarixi bilinmayan gadim ibrahim imamzadasi var Binanin tamiri sahibina 3000 rubl giimis pula
basa galib.

1886 «ci il ticin Qafqaz taqviminda bols bir xabar getdi: *Yelizavetpol quberniyasi. Cavansir gazasinin Barda
saharindaki imamzadanin tstiinds 1868 - ci ilde mascid tikildi'

imamzadada mascid divarlarina bitisik sine dasinin tzarinds aski slifa ila rusca yazilmis yazi maraq
dogurur: “Zdes pokoitsya Mamed bek Djavansir (187* - 1900)' Bela ehtimal edilir ki. Mshammad bay
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Bahrain Mirza tiirbasi. 1880-ci i

Biftoja Mun scpofcku 1880 yrar

A plague mounted on the wall of the Imamzada mosque has an inscription in Russian written tn Arabic
script: -Zdes pokoitsya Mamed bek Djavanshir (187A-1900)"

It is believed that Muhammad bay Javanshir is a person who executed the vizier of the Karabakh khan and
poet Molla Panah Vagif after Iranian Shah Aga Muhammad was killed in Shusha.

The monument was reconstructed by the prominent architect Karbalayi Safikhan Qarabaghi in 1868. Even
though believers died in other places, they were buried in the cemetery surrounding the Imamzada mosque
in the city of Barda according to their wills. There are two important historical monuments around
Imamzada the Ibrahim mosque (18th century) and the Bahman Mirza sepulchre

The Bahman Mirza sepulchre (1880)

It is located 25 metres northeast of Imamzada. Bahman Mirza Qajar Bahauddovla (1811-1884) is a histori-
an. a grandson of Fatali Shah and a son of Abbas Mirza. He was the ruler of several provinces He was edu-
cated in the palace and worked as an Iranian vizier for 13 years. His brother fell from grace in the eyes of
Aga Muhammad Shah Qajar. After their relations were disrupted, he left Iran first for Thilisi and then for
Barda and Shusha. He was buried here according to his will

Barda cuisine

Karabakh cuisine includes classical Azerbaijani tastes. Meat, rice and dough dishes change from season to
season, while some dishes are cooked in a different way Milk pilaf is considered to be the most famous dish
of Barda cuisine.
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Cavansir Susada [tan >ahi /lya Mohammad s«ih oldiutilondan sonra Qarabag xarrtin vaziri. sair ."folia Panah
V<4ijifi cdani etdirmis saxsdit

Ahida 1868 -ciilda gorkemli memar Katbalayi Safixan Qarabagi taralindan yenidan qurulub. M&min saxslor
basqa yerlards vafat etsaler da. vasiyyatlarina uygun Uarda sabolindoki imamzads mascidinin otrafindaki
qgabiristanligda dafn olunublar, imamzada atrafinda iki tarixi dnomti abida var ibrahim mascidi (XVJ11 as1).
Bshman Mirzs tiirbasi.

Bahman Mirza tirbasi (1880)

imamzadadan 25 metr simal « sarqdadir. 3 otagdan ibaratdir Bahman Mirze Qacar Bahaudddvle (1811 -
iSSA) tarixgi Fataii sahin navesi. Abbas Mirzanin ogludur. Bir sira ayalatlarin hakimi olub Saray tahsili alib
ve iran vezirliyinde 13il caltsib Qardasi Aya Mshammad sah Qacarin géziindsn diisiib Minasibatler pozu-
landan sonra irani terk edarak avvalca Tifliss, sonradan daimi yasamaq ugun Bardaya ve oradan da Susaya
galib Vasiyyatina uygun sakilds burada dafn edilib

Barda metbaxi

Qarabag matbaxi klassik Azarbaycan dadlarindan ibaratdir at. duyu vo xamir yemaklari mévsiima gore
dayisir, bazi yemakler bisiriima gaydasina goto farglenir. Qarabag usulu stiytdli plov ve quzu demlamasi
Bardaya yolu diisanlarin mutlaq dadina baxmasi garekan taamlardir
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Lankaran

Locals simply call il Lenkon. Everything is fascinating m Lenkon- nature, sea. cuisine and people. The city
has retained arrogance typical of the capital of a khanate It the homeland of First and Second World War
generals like Talyshinski. Samadbay Mehmandarov. Hazi Aslanov and other geniuses. The loca.s ate the
most hot-blooded, friendly, hospitable and sincere people in the world. Real Lankaranis are called Khan
Lankaranis" for their generosity, aristocracy and hard work.

Note

The distance between Baku and Lankaran is 268 km. Lankaran is one of the country’s five natural-geograph-
ical regions. Its mountainous part is situated at a height of 200 metres, while the coastline in the Lankaran
plain is 28 metres below sea level The weather is moderate in winter, hot in summer and rainy in autumn.
The biggest rivers are Lankaranchay and Boladichay. It is rich in natural reserves and thermal mineral water
reserves. Since humidity reaches 88 per cent in summer, the weather becomes unbearable It is dominated
by a humid subtropical climate. The district is covered with 29.000 ha of forests.

Sisters

The most famous sisters of Lankaran are known throughout the country. They are invited to all holidays and
music festivals. In the folklore group of the Mammadov sisters, no-one has music education. Their reper-
toire consists of Talysh folk songs. Sometimes, they rehearse in the courtyard of one of the sisters The two
sisters who sit in front and at the end hold a daf (drum) in theli hands. No other music instruments are used

The two sisters who catch the rhythm with the daf recite poems, while others clap their hands, repeat and
sing in unison. The sisters' names are also attractive: Gulbaji. Gulchohra. Gulbazak. Guldasia. Khanbaji and
Qizbast. Talysh families have many children. The presence of many children is explained in jest by high-
calorte Talysh food Incidentally, it is necessary to talk separately about Talysh cuisine. The first thing that
springs to mind when you hear about Lankaran is lavangi.

Lavangi

It is a street name in Lankaran. People who airive in the city definitely visit this street, because the coach
station is here After their arrival, they definitely buy lavangi bread The Lavangi Siteel is full of bakeries.
The specialties of tiaditional southern bakeries are all united here. Bread and lavangi is baked at the bak-
eries that work from 0700 till it gets dark. It is regarded as the fast food of the southern rone. Bakeries are
always very busy. Neither locals nor guests can get sated with lavangi.

What is lavangi?

It is <in unforgetltihle taste of southern and mainly Lankaran cuisine In fact, lavangi is a filling placed
inside chicken oi fish. There are several tyi>es of lavangi: chicken lavangi. garaf isteppe bud) lavangi.
aubergine lavangi. fish lavangi and summer lavangi Southern cuisine is extremely rich W has 23 ty|4>sof
meat dishes, seven tijj»es of poultiy dishes. 20 types of flour dishes and nine types of fish dishes. There are
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Lankaran

Yerlilor bura sada bir ifads ila Lenkon deyirler. Kegmis xanliq paytaxtinda har sey goz ve konil oxsayir:
tabiat, daniz, matbax, insanlarla tnsiyyat. Dinyanin an istiganl, an mehriban, an gonagparver va an
semimi camaatidir yerlilar, asl lankaranlilara onlarin saxavatina, zadaganligina ve zehmatsevarliyina gére
‘Xan Lankaranli' deyirlar.

Arayis

Baki -Lankaran arasi masafa 268 kmdir. Lankaran dlkadaki S tabii cografi vilayatdan biridir. Dagatayi sahasi
200 metr hiindiirds, sahil gismi iss okean saviyyasinden 28 metr asagida. Lankaran ovaliginda yerlasir.
Havalar qigda miilayim, yayda isti, payizi cox yagintth kegir, an boyiik caylar Lankarancay va Boladigaydir.
Tobii ehtiyatlari v termal, mineral su manbalari ils zengindir. Rutubatli subtropik iglim hakimdir. 29 min
ha saha mesalarla orttltddr.

“Bacilar” folklor ansambli

Lankaranin an mashur bacilarini biitiin 6lka taniyir. Bitiin bayramlara, musigi festivallanna davat edilirlar.
Mammadova bacilarindan ibarat folklor grupundaki hec kasin musiqi tahsili yoxdur. Repertuar talis xalq
mahnilarindan ibaratdir. Hardan bir bacilardan birinin hayatinds oturub masq edirlar, an basda v an sonda
oturan iki bacinin alinda daf olur. Basqa musiqi alatindan istifads edilmir. Dafls ritm tutan iki baci névba ila
misralari deyir, digarlari al calarag tekrarlayir, xorla oxuyurlar. Bacilarin adlari da diggat ¢akir: Giilbaci
Guilgohrs, Guilbazak. Giilbac. Giildasts. Xanbaci. Qizbast. Talis ailalari coxusaqlh olur. Bunu zarafatla yiiksek
kalorili yemaklarine baglayirlar. Yeri galmiskan. cenub matbaxindan xiisusi olaraq s6z agmaq lazimdir.
Lankaran deyan kimi haminin aglina avvalca galen ilk sey lavangidir.

Lavangi

Lenkeranda kiige adidir. $ahara galen qonaglar bu kiigeden miitlaq kegirler. Ciinki avtovagzal burdadir.
Buraya gadar galmiskan. miitlaq lavengi - ¢corak almagi 6zlsrina borc bilirlar. Lavangi kiicasi basdan - basa
tondirxanalarla doludur, ananavi canub tandirxanalarina xas gorintiiler kompleks halinda burada birlssir.
Sehar saat 7-dan axsam hava garalincayadsak aciq olan tandirxanalarda ¢orak ve lavangi bisirilir. Conub
zonasinin operativ yaxud fast food tarzinds yemayi sayilir. Tondirxanalarda alver har zaman qizgin gedir.
Burada lavangi yemakdan na yerlilar, na da gonaglar doymurlar.

Lavengi nadir?

Canub, asasen da Lankaran matbaxinin avezedilmaz dadidir, aslinda lavangi toyuq ve baliin i¢arisina qoyu-
lan. goz. lavasana ve sogandan hazirlanan i¢a deyilir. Bir nega ciir olur: ciica lavangi. garaf (¢ol qusu) lavangi.
badimcan lavangi. baliq lavengi va yay lavangisi. Canub matbaxi oldugca zengindir. 23 név st yemayi. 7 qus
néviindan. 20 nov un mahsulundan. 9 név baligdan hazirlanan yemaklar malumdur. 8 n6v as. 5 nov kiki

28 nov meyva xorayi, muixtslif nov stldaglar malumdur.Bura gadimdan bari diplomsuz. profesional
aspazlarin diyaridir. Ascilig senati bazan nasildan nasls kegirdi. indi ds 6lkanin an mashur aspazlari sslen
Lenkerandandirlar.
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olso eight types ol pilaf. live types ol omelettes with gteens. 28 types ol ftuil soups and various types ol sil-
dags. Since ancient times, this region has been home to uneducated, but professional cooks. The profession
ol pilaf making was sometimes passed from generation to generation. lankaranis are still the most lamous

cooks in the country

Craftsmanshi

The Lankaranis have historically been very good cooks. Craftsmanship was the main sphere of the urban
economy in the 19th century. The abundance of natural woods gave an impetus to the development of main
crafts and trades here. According to statistical figures of 1877. there were 17 tailors. 22 hat-makers. 13
blacksmiths, three saddlers. 25 filters. 26 craftsmen making agricultural and domestic tools, and two bra-
ziers and five stonemasons here. Fisheries, rice-growing, tangerine-growing, botany, tea-growing and grain-
growing also gradually developed here. Carving, pottery, mat and wool weaving and the jeweller s art are
still popular here. Wood carving Is especially notable. Carving various pictures on wood with sharp tools is
adecorative type of art. usually, wooden domestic items are decorated

Architecture

The mastership of the locals is reflected in local architecture as well With its typical and wonderful houses
and city design. Lankaran creates a very good view. After Ganja. Sheki and Quba. the main features of
Lankaran houses are red bricks and roofs covered with red tiling. Unlike other places, the Lankaranis are still
loyal to their historical architectural traditions. Houses in Lankaran are usually two-storeyed, while houses
which stand out for their architecture make the city look different. Town-planning here began in the early
19th century. The general plan of fortifications at Lankaran Castle, which was drawn up in 1833. was an
important stage in town planning As basic elements of planning, there were a mosque and two bazaars with
117 shops in the city centre. At the end of the 19th century, the city was divided into four parts. These were
Qala. Boyuk Bazar. Kichik Bazar and Sutamurdov. The central part of the city - the historical castle territo-
ry - is still called Qala The coastline is still called Sutamurdov. At that time, mainly migrants, high-ranking
Russians and Turks lived here.

The Khan's House (1913)

It Is the house of Mirahmad Khan. The monument was built in 1913 by French and Italian architects invit-
ed from Europe by Mirahmad Khan The three-storey palace is regarded as the first multi storey building in
Lankaran. It is the first house that had an electricity system and a central heating system in Azerbaijan
before the revolution. The history of the building s construction is very interesting Mirahmad s wife Tugra
won the first beauty contest held in the Transcaucasia in 1912 Aftei that, the titled beautiful wife of the
khan asked her husband to build for her a house that had no match At his wife's request, the building had
to be so high that the whole city could be seen from its top floor The khan who loved his wife fulfilled her
request Although the house differs from other buildings for its external European appearance, it has the
interior of a typical Lankaran house. Bowls of different sizes, which are the mam symbol of national cuisine,
are placed in the niches made in the walls The Khan's House currently operated as a museum of histoiy. In
general, buildings which have special architecture and history are In a majority in Lankaran
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Sanatkarliq

Lenkaranllar tarixan ham de yaxsi senatkar olublar. XIX asrde saher iqgtisadiyyatinin asas sahasini
senatkarliq taskil edib. Tabii xammal olan mese materiallarinin bolluu burada bazi senat ve pesalarin
inkisafina tekan verib. 1877 « ci il statistikasina gora Lenkaranda 17 darzi. 22 papaqgl. 9 ¢ekmagi. 13
damirgi. 3sarrac. 25 cilingar. 26 kand tasarriifati ve maisat alatleri hazirlayan. 2 misger, 5 banna falaiyyat
gostarirdi Get »geds baliqgiliq, ¢altikgilik. narinclys. yasillig-botanika, cayciliq, taxilgiliq da inkisaf etmays
basladi. Naxisatma. dulusculug, hasir ve yun toxumacihgi, zargarlik bu gtinadak populyarligini goruyur.
Agacda naxisatma xususile diqqgati ¢akir. Bu. agac kotukleri tizarinds kaskin alatlarlsa muxtalif motivli
sokillar oyulmasindan ibarat dekorativ senat néviidir. Adatan taxta maeisat asyalarini da bazayirler

Memarlii

Yerlilarin ustalig! yerli memarligda da 6ztinti gosterir. Lankaran tipik » méhtasam evlari va sahar qurulusu
ila cox xos goriintii yaradir. Ganca. Seki. Qubadan sonra Lankaran evlarinin de asas 6zalliyi qirmizi karpicler,
qirmizi kiremitli dam orttiklardir. Digar yerlardan farqgli olaraq lankaranlilar indiyadak tarixi memarliq
ananalarina sadiqdirlar. Lankaran evlari asasan ikimartabali, memarlidi ile secilan mohtasam evler sahara
basqa gozallik gatir. $aharsalma burada XIX asrin avvallerinds baslayib. 1833 -cii ildas tertib ve tesdiq olun-
mus Lenkaran qalasi istehkamlarinin bas plani seharsalmada muhiim marhals oldu. XIX asrin sonunda
sohar artiq 4 hissays bolunmusdi Bunlar Qala. Boytik Bazar. Kicik Bazar. Stitemurdov samtlari idi. Seharin
markazi hissasina « tarixi qala arazisina lankaranlilar els indi da Qala deyirlar. Daniz sahili boyunca srazi bu
glina gadar Stitamurdov adlanir. O vaxtlar burada asasan galmalar, vazifsli ruslar va tiirkler yasayirdi.

Xan evi (1913-cti il)

Mirehmad xanin evidir. Abide 1913 - cii ilde Talig xanlari naslinden olan Mirehmad xanin davati ila
Avropadan dasvat edilmis fransiz ve italyan memarlara insa etdirilib. Ugmartabali saray Lankaranin ilk
coxmartabali binasi sayilir. Azarbaycanda ingilabdan awal elektrik isiglandirma sistemi dan. markazi isti-
lik sistemi gosulmus ilk malikanadir. Binanin insa tarixi de oldugca maraqglidir. Mirehmad bayin arvadi
Tugra xanim 1912 «ci ilde Zaqafqaziyada kegirilan gozallik miisabigasinin qgalibi olur. Bundan sonra titullu
gozal xan arvadi arindan onun gtin ela bir ev tikdrimasini xahis edir ki. tay! - barabari olmasin. Xanimin
sortlarina gora bina ele hiindiir olmalydi ki. ist gatindan biitiin sehar gorsansin. Arvadini gox seven xan
onun bu sifarisini yerina yetirir. Xarican avropasayagi goruntustiyls digarlerinden tamamils farglenan evin
icarisina tipik Lankaran evi interyeri hakimdir. Divarlardan vurulan taxcalarin tstiinde milli matbaxin asas
simvollanndan olan muxtslif 6l¢tli kasalar diziliib. Xan evi hazirda tarix  diyarsiinasliq muzeyi kimi
foaliyyst gostarir. Umumiyyatls. Lankeranda memarligi va tarixi ils diqgst gakan tikililar sayca goxlug
toskil edir

Dairavi gala (1747-ci il)

Lenkaran qgalasi kimi da taninir. Ssharin markazinds yerlasir. 3 martebadan ibarst galanin hiindirliyt 20
metr, divarlarinin qalinligi 1 metrdan coxdur. Tikintisinda qirmizi karpic, yumurta va shang - qum
garigigindan istifade olunub. Lenkaran strateji shemiyyatine gére tarixan iran ve Rusiyanin diggst
markazinda olub. Nadir xan afsar 1725-ci ilde 30 ha arazini qala divarlari ils shatays aldirir ve Lankerani
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308 LANKARAN

Seyx Zahid turbau Biur

Slioyfk Zahid Sepulchre 1S(h century

The Round Castle (1747)

It is known as Lankatan Castle and is located in the city centre The thiee-storey castle is 20 metres high
and the width of its walls is more than one metre Red bricks, eggs and a mixture of lime and sand were used
for its construction. For its strategic importance. Lankaran has always been the focus of attention for Iran
and Russia In 1725. Nadir Shah Afshar built castle walls around a territory of 30 ha and turned Lankaran
into a fortress Two more castles were built in 1747 in order to defend the city. Although Nadir Shah was
assassinated, its construction continued and was completed in 1786. The castle was destroyed on the night
from 31 December 1812 to 1 January by Russian troops invited by Mir Mustafa Khan At this time 17.000
civilians and 4.000 soldiers were killed. After the Russians completed the seizure of the southern region in
1869. they knocked down the walls of the city, but did not touch the castles The Round Castle which was
known as a military installation until then was turned into a prison and operated as such for about 100
years - until 1970. One of its famous prisoners was Stalin who was known under the alias of Koba before the
Socialist Revolution. The prison was closed in 1970

The lighthouse (1747)

It is a twin brother of the Round Castle and was a point of support The second castle in the northeastern
part of the city is known as the Lankaran lighthouse and is still used as such. It is believed that the sea used
to be at the very foot of the castle. Although it was a military installation, it was located in a private court-
yard and was guarded. It is believed that it was possible to enter both castles through an underground tun-
nel The lighthouse operated within a range of 16 miles and together with its lamp, its height was 33.4
metres while the thickness of castle walls was 2 metres The first modern school after the Russian invasion
opened here in 1856. One of the first theatres in the country started to operate here in the 1850s. Although
the khanates were abolished, the tsar did not strip the Talysh khans of their title. The famous composer
Muslim Magomayev. who came here at the invitation of the khan's family in 1906-1910. gave music lessons
to the khan's children, collected local folklore and set up a national chorus. Along with that. Lankaran is
known as a place where religious convictions are strong and religious traditions and customs are main-
tained. It is natural that the sheikh of the whole of the Caucasus is originally from Lankaran There are a lot
of mosques, sepulchres and shrines in Lankaran The most famous one is located in the village of
Shikhakaran.

The Sheikh Zahid sepulchre (15th century)

The shrine, which is located on the territoiy of a village cemetery, is known as the Sheikh Zahid Hearth
Sheikh Zahid, who was Shah Ismayil Khalai's maternal grandfather, was buried here. Sheikh Zahid ibn
Sheikh Rovshan Amir (1215-1300) was a prominent scientist, philosopher and religious leader in the Middle
East. His father Rovshan Amir hailed from Iran's Cilan Province. Later, he moved to Lankaran's village of
Siyavar Sheikh Zahir was born in that village He got his first education in Lankaran's village of Pensai from
Seyid Jamaladdin ol Tabriz Sheikh Zahid received his nickname Zahid from his teacher Seyid Jamaladduv
Zahid means an ascetic person who prays After the death of his teacher Jamaladdin. Sheikh Zahid lived for
20 years and engaged in farming. Sheikh Zahid was also the leader of a religious denomination. For this rea-
son, the village was named Shikhakaran. i e. the houses of the sheikh
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gala « sahara cevirir. 1747 «ci ilda seharin miidafissi magsadils gala divarlarinin shatasinda 2 adad bels
gala insa edilmayae baslanir. Nadir sahin éldirililmasine baxmayaraq onlarin insaati davam edir ve 1786 -
ci ilde tamamlanir.Qala 1812 - ci il dekabnn 31-dan yanvarin 1-s kegan gece Mir Mustafa xanin davati ila
cagirilan ¢ar Rusiyasi qosunlar tarafinden darmadagin edilir. Du zaman 17 min dinc ahali. 4 min asgar
halak olur. 1869 «cu ilds ruslar canub bélgesini tamamils isgal edib bitirdikden sonra ssharin qala divar-
larini soksaler da. qalalara toxunmurlar. 0O tarixa gadar harbi miidafie magsadi dasiyan Dairavi gala zindana
cevrilir va taxminan 100 il. 1970 « ci ila gadar habsxana kimi faaliyyat gostarir. Burada dustaq yatmis
mashurlardan biri, sosialist ingilabina gadsr Koba lagabi ile taninan L.V.Stalin olub. 1970 - ci illarda habsx-
ana lagv edilir.

Mayak (1747-ci il)

Dairavi galanin eskizi, dayaq mantagalarindan biri olub. Saharin simal - serq hissasindaki ikinci gala
Lankaran mayaki kimi taninir va daniz fenari kimi faaliyyat gostarir. Deyilana gora vaxtils daniz galanin lap
dibinda imis. Harbi - mudafis magsadli obyekt olsa da. sexsi hayatlerden birinds yerlasir va qorunur.
Deyilanlara gore vaxtila har iki qalaya gedis - galis gizli yeralti tunel vasitasils aparilib. Gorlints dairasi 16
mildan artiq olan Mayakin hundurliyl fanarls birlikda 33.4 metr, binanin divarlarinin galinhigr 2 metrdir.
Rus isgalindan sonra cenubda 1856-ci ilds ilk modern maktsb burada agilib. Olksdaki ilk teatrlardan
biri 1850 - ci illarda burada faaliyyata baslayib. Xanliglar Iagv edilsa da Car Talis xanlarinin tituluna toxun-
mayib. 1906 - 1910-cu ilerde xan ailasinin davati ile buraya gslen mashur bastekar Mislim Magomayev
burada xan usaqlarina musiqi darsi deyib, ¢evra folklorunu toplayib, milli xor qurub. Bununla bels Lankaran
dini inanclarin gucli oldugu, dini adat - sananalarin gorundugu yer kimi taninib. Butiin Qafgazin Seyxinin
da mahz Lenkerandan ¢ixmasi fakti tabii garsilanir. Lankeranda gox sayda mascid, tiirbs, ziyaratgahlar var.
Bunlardan an mashuru Sixakaran kandindadir.

Seyx Zahid turbasi (XV asr)

Kand gabiristanligi arazisinda yerlagan ziyaratgah Seyx Zahid Ocagi kimi taninir. Sah ismayil Xatainin ana
babasi olan Seyx Zahid burada dafn edilib. Seyx Zahid ibn seyx Révsan amir (1215 - 1300) XIII asrda yaxin
Sergin taninmis alimi, filosof ve terigat basgilarindan olub. Atasi Révsan amir iranin Gilan vilaystindandir
Sonradan Lankaranin Siyaver kandina kégiib. Seyx Zahid bu kendds anadan olub. Q. ilk tahsilini Lenkaranin
Pensar kandinda Tabrizli Seyid Cemaladdindan alib. Seyx Zahida Zahid texallistint de musallimi Seyid
Camalladin verib. Zahid ibadast il masgul olan pahrizkar demakdir. Musllimi Cemaladdinin vafatindan
sonra Seyx Zahid 20 il yasayib ve akingilik ile masgul olub. Seyx Zahid eyni zamanda terigat basgisi olub.
Mahz ona gora da kandin adi Sixakaran yani Seyx evlari adlanib.

Tarixi

Yunan tarixgisi Herodot gostarirdi ki. indiki Masalliya yaxin yerlarda Dubil adli kend var. Strabon 6z aserinda
Boladi. Maciil. Biistar va Taliskaran kandlarinin yasilliq ve otlaq olmasi hagqinda malumat verib. ilk dsfs bu
adal409-cu ilds arab dilinda yazilmis Farruxnameyi - coamal” asarinin musllifi tsbib Ramazan ibn Seyxali
Lenkaranids ve hamin kitabi 1594-cii ilds fars dilina tarcima edan Mohibali ibn shmadi Lankarkiinani
lagsbinds tesadiif edilir. XVI asr ingiltars - Moskva ticarat sirkatinin miivakkili Larens Cepmen 1568 » 1569
-cu illarda 6z sayahati zamani Xazar sahilindaki Layqon saharinda oldugunu bildirir. XVII asrda Azarbaycan
torpaglarina seyahat etmis alman sayyahi Adam Oleari bu yeri Lankarkiinan adlandirib. $ahar miixtalif feo-
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History

The Creek historian Herodotus recorded that there was a village called Dubil in an area near present-dag
Masalli. In his work. Strabo recorded that the villages of Boladi. Majul. Bustar and Talyshkaran were lush and
had pastures. Vhis name is first mentioned in the name of the physician Ramazan ibn Sheikhali Lankarani.
the authoi of the book Farrukhname-ye Jamali written in Arabic, and in the nickname of Mnhubali thbn
Ahmadi Lankaikunanlwho translated that book into Persian in 1594. The representative of the 16th centu-
ry English-Moscow trade company. Lawrence Chapman, recorded that he visited the city of Laygon on the
Caspian Sea coast during his journey in 1568 69. Areport by the envoy of German Emperor Rudolf Habsburg
to Shah Abbas I. Stefan Kakasch. and his secretary. Tekander. which is kept at a German museum, men-
tioned a village called lankon. The German traveller Adam Oleari. who visited Azerbaijan in the 17th centu-
ry. called this place Lankarkunan. In the Middle Ages, the city was controlled by the Scljuk. Hulakid.
Teymurid and Agqoyunlu states. It was ruled by the Safavids from the 16th century, and after Nadir Shah
was assassinated in 1747. one of the khanates that emerged in Azerbaijan was called the Lankaran (Talysh)
khanate.

The Talysh Khanate

The knanate that covered the southeastern part of Azerbaijan was called Lankaran. The founder of the
dynasty of Talysh khans was Seyid Abbas who hailed from the Safavi family. Since the Talyshinski family,
one of the Azerbaijan's greatest aristocratic families, originates from the dynasty of Propnet Muhammad,
they are regarded as seyids. During the unrest of 1736 in Iran. Seyid Abbas came to Talysh and became
friendly with local feudal rulers. He recognized the rule of Nadir Shah and even sent his son Damaladdin to
serve him. Nadir Shah issued an official decree proclaiming Seyid Abbas as a Talysh family. As Seyld Abbas
died in 1747. his position was taken over by his son Jamaladdin. alias Qara (Black)

Fort Ballabur

ft is located on top of a mountain in a dense forest on the territory of the village of Ballabur 9 km southwest
of the centre. This territory has a rare iron tree forest. Traces of the castle’s brick walls still remain inside the
forest. It is possible to ascend the mountain in half an hour. It is believed that the castle was built by Iranian
King Shapur for a military commander called Balabur in the 4th century BC It was built from bricks and
stones near a branch of the Lankaran River.

Qara Khan

He set up an armu and moved his capital from Astara to Lankaran in order to defend himself from Iran. He
confiscated the land of those who refused to obey the central government and carried out extensive reno-
vation work in Lankaran. Under his rule, trade and culture started to develop in the city. At that time.
Lankaran became an important port in the Caspian Sea. Qara Khan invited foreign craftsmen to build the
city wails, the khan's palace, a mosque, a bath, a bazaar and a caravanserai, and favoured relations with
Russia. On 12 March 1796. Karbalayi Asadulla presented Katherine Il with a letter from Mir Mustafa Khan
asking her to protect the Talysh Khanate The acceptance of Russia’s protectorate by Mir Mustafa Khan was
very important for Russia which strove to ensure Us dominance in the Caspian. According to the Treaty of
Georgluevsk signed on 26 December j 802. the Talysh Khan was placed under Russia’s high protectorate. On
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dal dovlstlarin tasiri altinda olub. XVIII asrde Azarbaycanda yaranan xanliglardan biri Lenkaran (Talis)
xanligi olub.

Talis xanlig

Orazisi Azarbaycanin cenub - sarg hissasini shate edsn xanligin paytaxti Lankaran idi. Talis xanlar
stlalasinin banisi Safavi naslina mansub Seyid Abbas olub. Azarbaycanin an boyiik aristokrat nasillarindan
olan Taltsinskiler sacarasinin kokii Mehammad peydamberin siilalasina gedib ¢ixdigindan seyid nasli hesab
edilir. 1736 «ci ilda iranda bas veran garisiqhiglar zamani Talisa galen Seyid Abbas yerli feodallarla yaxinliq
edib. Nadir sahin hakimiyyatini taniyib va hatta oglu Camaladdini onun xidmatina gondarib. Nadir sah da
rasmi farmanla Seyid Abbasi Talisin nasli hakimi elan edib. 1747 ci ilde Seyid Abbas 6ldiikden sonra yerina
oglu Cara xan lagabli Comaladdin kecir. 1869 «cu ilda Said ali ibn Kazim Bay tarafindan yazilmis “Cavahir-
nameyi < Lankearan" kitabinda IX asrda Lankaranin Ballabur galasinda yerlasdiyi ehtimal edilir. Tarixi
ekskursiyam sevanlar Ballabur kandina yollanmalidirlar.

Ballabur galasi

Markazdan 9 km canub-garbda. Ballsbur kandi arazisinda six mesaliyin icarisindaki dagin zirvasinda
yerlasir. Bu erazi nadir demiragac mesaliyindan ibaratdir. Mesenin i¢arisinds qalanin karpicden horilmus
izleri qaltb. Yanm saatda galxmagq olur. B.e. IV asrinda iran hékmdar Sapurun Balabur adli bir sarkardaya
tikdirdiyi iddia edilir. Lankaran cayindan ayrilan golun kanarinda karpic ve dasdan insa olunub.

Ballabur na demakdir?

Palidl. tikanli yer; Balabur - uca gala; Boza yaxud Beazz galasi, yani Qizil qus - $Sahin gala variantlarindan
hansinin dagiq oldugu bilinmir. Revayste gora. Talis vilaystinin canisini Hilal Baburun adi ils bagldir.
Calada Bizans dévriine aid qizil ve mis pullar tapilib. Bu da hemin dévrds IX - XI asrlerda Bizansla ticarat
alagalerini gostarir. Akademik Ziya Blinyadov arab isgalcilarina garsi mibarizs illerinds Xurramilarin
sigindigi Ballabur galasi babakilar harakatinin asas markazlarindan ve dayaq mantagalarindan biri olub.
‘Ballabur qalasi dagda zirveds yerlasir. Qalanin an yiiksak hissasinda ¢ dairali qlllads otaqlar yerlasdirilib.
Birinci dairanin divarinda ag dasdan yonulmus qog fiquru var. ikinci dairenin divarinda relyef formasinda
kaman, ox. siyirma qilinc, xancer sakillari ¢akilib. Yuxar dairenin sonunda dagidilmis otaq, divarlarda
gipsden dizaldilmis qus va giil-cigek fiqurlari diggati calb edir. Bundan basqa orada slave otaglar da var:
onlar tiind qirmizi va aciq qirmizi karpicdan tikilib. Qalanin tapintilari orta asr sirli saxsi mamulati, mis v
qizil Bizans pullarindan ibarastdir * Arxeoloq isa azimbayov "Drevnosti Lenkoranskogo kraya'. 1926 «ci il

Sigon gabiristanhii

Qala atrafinda, hamin kandin arazisinda yerlasir. Son tunc va ilk demir dévriine aiddir. Sigon das demakdir.
Das gabirlar o gadar boytkdur ki. buraya 'Divler gabirstanligi” da deyilir. Burada das gabirlar madaniyyati
tam olaraq arasdirilmayib. Sigon eyni zamanda ‘ruhlarin sigindigr yer' kimi da izah edilir.
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the night to 1January 1813. the Russian troops entered Lankaran In 1826. the Talysh Khanate was abol-
ished in h,s book ‘Javahiiname-ije Lankaran' written in 1869. Sa id All tbn Kazim assumes that in ihe 9th
centunj. lankaran was located at fori Ballabur. Those who ate keen on historical excursions should visit the

village of Ballabur

What does Ballabur mean?

An oaken thorny place: It is not known which of the following options is correct. Balabur - a tall tower: Boza
or Barr Castle, or Red Bird - Shahin Castle Legend has it that it is linked to the name of the Talysh province
governor. Hilal Babur. Gold and copper coins belonging to the Byzantium period have been found in the cas-
tle. This means that trade links were maintained with Byzantine in the 9th-11th centuries 1Fort Ballabur is
located on top of a mountain. Three round towers in the highest part of the castle have rooms. There is a
ram's figure carved in the wall of the first tower There are pictures of a bow. arrow, drawn sword and dag-
gers embossed on the wall of the second round tower. The upper round tower has a demolished room at the
end and gypsum bird and flower figures on the walls. There are also additional rooms there: they have been
built from dark and light red bricks. Glazed pottery and Byzantine copper and gold coins have been found
in the castle." Archaeologist Isa Azimbayov *Drevnosti Lenkoranskogo Kraya", 1926

The Sigon graveyard

The graveyard is located around the castle on the territory of the village It belongs to the late Bronze Age
and early iron Age. Sigon means a stone. The tombstones are so big that this graveyard is called a grave-
yard of giants' The culture of stone graves has not been fully researched here. At the same time. Sigon is
interpreted as meaning “sanctuary of ghosts"

The place name

It is a Persian oi Talysh word. The words langarkunan. langatan. lankgatan. Langaran. Lyangaian which
were used before the 15th century are regarded as the first forms of the word lankatan. Langarkunan means
an anchorage or ajetty in Persian This name originates from the fact that ships carrying people to Iran on
commercial business, for education, visits and on diplomatic missions and ships travelling from Iran
dropped their anchors hero Langkaran means a slow place in Persian. This name originates from the fact
that those who visited here were held up by heavy rains. Lankon means teed houses in Persian. It means
houses that look like a nest. At that time and even until the early 20th century, the roofs, fences and some-
times even walls of local houses were made from reed This name is also mentioned in Germany's Hamburg
embassy This word is Lankon which was mentioned in 1603 «a place that was situated neat Lankaran at
the time Now that Lankaran has grown, that village has meiged with the city

Tourism

Tile Havel and exclusions buieau set up lieie in 1980 oiyanized tourist routes in 15 diiecllons in seven
southern districts. Lankaran has 1k?cn divided into three tourist zones
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Toponim

Fars va talis ndas izah edilir. XV asrdan avval isladilmis Langarkiinan. Langaran, Lankgaran. langaran,
Lyanqaran sozlari bu giinku Lanksran soziintin ilkin formalari hesab edilir Langarkiinan e fars dilinda
16vbar salinan yer. gamilarin yan aldigi sahil demakdir. Bu adin yaranmasinin sababi diinyanin muxtalif
yerlarindan irana ticarats, safers, tahsils, ziyarata.diplomatik islers gedan ve irandan galan gamilerin bura-
da lévbar salib dayanmasi olub. Lankaran farsca langiyan yer manasini verir. Bu adin yaranmasinin sababi
isa yagislarin cox yagmasi sebabils buraya galenlarin langimasi, gecikmasi fakti olub. Lenkon talisca
gamis evler demakdir. Yuvaya banzer evler manasinda isladilib. O dovrdas, hatta XX asrin avvallarina kimi
buradaki evlarin Ustl, ¢apari, bazan divarlari da gamisdan oldugu tg¢tin bels adlanib. Bu ad Almaniyanin
Hamburq sefaratxanasinda saxlanilan hesabatlarda da var. Bu s6z 1603 - cii ilde adi ¢akilan, o dovrda
Lankarandan bir az arali yerlssan almanca yazilmis Lankon soziidir. indiki Lenkaran bdyidiikcs hamin
kand sahars qarisib.

Turizm

1980 - ci ilde burda taskil edilan sayahat va ekskursiyalar biirosu cenubdaki 7 rayon tizrs iS istigamatda
turist marsrutlar taskil edirdi. Lankaran 3 turizm zonasina ayrilib.

Sahilyani zona

Xazer danizi sahilini tamamils shate edir. Mualicavi shamiyyatli gara qumla zangin olan sahil boyunca
mesalik arazids restoran va otellar faaliyyat gosterir. $ahardaki an zévgli istirahat novlsrindan biri sahils enib
orda gay icmak ve denizi seyr etmakdir. Lankeranda Xezardan xos daniz goxusu galir. Her terafda danize
atilmis baliq¢l torlan ve diiz sahilden kegan damiryoluyla harakst edsn qatarlar, danizkenan park
oztineamaxsus aura yaradir. Vel kandi da sahilyani zonaya aiddir. Vel qjj bitkisinin talisca adidir. Coxlu qij bitk-
isi bitdiyina gore vel deyilir. Vel kendinda nazarda tutulan daniz limani turizm (gtin yaxsi perspektiv vad edir.

Haftoni zonas!

Haftoni taligca yeddi bulaq demekdir. Ekoturizmin inkisafi Ggin muivafiq serait var. Mualicavi shamiyyatli
sularla zengin srazidaki an mashur obyektlar Lankaran istisu sanatoriyasi va Ibadi istisuyudur.

Sanatoriya

Lankaran (stisu Sanatoriyasi 1980-ci illarda acilib. Talis daglarinin atayinds, seharin 12 km-liyinds mesanin
icarisinda yerlasir. Burada suyun mualicasina tabistin gozalliyi, sakit mese da sakinlara dinclik va rahatliq
gatirir. istisuda dayaq - harakat sistemi organlarinin, sinir sistemi xastsliklari miialica edilir. Sanatoriya
movsumi faaliyyat gostarir, may -avqust aylan calisir.

Ibadi bulagi

Lac kandi, kigik dag massivinds ibadi su manbayi var. Ibadi ve Sumax daglarinin yamaclarindan miixtalif
temperaturlu sular gaynayir. Lanksranin garbinds. Lerik yolunun ustiinds, markazdan 17 km aralida
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lankaran Xarar sahili

‘The Caspian Coast near lenkoraa

The coastal zone

It totally covers the Caspian coast. There are restaurants and hotels in the woods along the coast which is
rich in medicinal black sand. One of the favourite types of relaxation in the city is to walk down to the coast,
drink tea there and watch the sea. In Lankaran. you can feel the pleasant fragrance of the sea The fishing
nets dropped in the sea from all sides, trains moving on a coastal railroad and the seafront park create a spe-
cial aura. The village of Vel also belongs to the coastal zone. Vel is the Talysh name for fern. It is called Vel
because a lot of ferns grow there. The village of Vel is very promising for the maritime tourist business
planned to be established here

The Haftoni zone

Haftoni moans seven springs in Talysh. All conditions are right for ecotourism to develop here. The most
famous facilities on the territory which is rich in medicinal waters are the Lankaran istisu Sanatorium and
Ibadi hot waters

The sanatorium

The Lankaran istisu Sanatorium was opened in 1980. It is located in the woods at the fool of the Talysh
Mountains at a distance of 12 km from the city. Water treatments, beautiful scenery and quiet forests help
residents relax and feel comfortable Locomotive and nervous diseases are treated in istisu The sanatori-
um works on a seasonal basis from May to August

The Ibadi spring

The Ibadi spring is located in the mountains in the village of Laj. Water boils at different temperatures on
the slopes of the Ibadi and Sumakh mountains. It is located west of Lankaran at a distance of 17 km from
the centre on the Lerik road. It is believed to have originated from hydrogen volcanic springs Its water can
be diunk. It is regarded as a good remedy for the stomach, osteochondrosis and other bone diseases
Legend has it that a man named Ibadulla. who suffered from a serious illness, settled here and recovered
Since then, it has been called the Ibadi spring

The Narimanabad zone

The village of Narimanabad is located 17 km noith of the district centre on the Island of Sari which also
includes the Qizilagaj state reserve.

Pori llic

It is the former name of the village of Narimanabad Until 1922. this place was called Pereval. which means
a mountain pass. Alter lhal. it was named Pori llich in lionoui ol the founder of the Soviet state. V. | Lenin
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yerlasir. Vulkandan amala galmis hidrogenli bulaglar oldugunu deyirlar. Suyu icmalidir. Mada, 6d kisasi,
osteoxondroz va digar stimiik xastaliklari t¢tin yaxs! desrman hesab olunur. Ravayata gore agir xastaliys
tutulmus Ibadulla adl bir sexs bu yerds maskan salib ve safa tapib. Ovaxtdan da Ibadi bulag: kimi ad - san
qgazanib

Narimanabad zonas!

Narimanabad gasabasi. Sari adasinin daxil oldugu Qizilagac dovlst gqorugunun arazisi rayon markazindan
17 km simalda yerlasir

Port - ilig va ya "baliqgilar qasabasi*

Narimanabad gasabasinin ke¢mis adidir. Bura 1922 - ci iladak Pereval adlanib. Manasi asirimli kegid
demakdir. Sonra ise Sovet dévlstinin banisi V.iLeninin serafina Port ilig. yani iligin limani adlanidirilib
Narimanabada ‘baliqgilar gasabasi’ da deyirlar, ahalinin asas masguliyystidir. Baliq almagq isteyanlar yol-
unu buraya salir. Su. sahil.qumsal tartamiz va saysiz - hesabsiz baliq¢i teknaleri ile yadda qgalir. ©n temiz,
taze, cesidli, Iaziz baliglar burada olur. Adaya gedanlari da baliq qonaqligi gozlayir.

Sari adas!

1956 -c1 ilde San adasi Liman sahari ila torpaq yolla, bandls birlasdirildikdan soma yarimada saklini alib
Yanmadanin daniz sahillarinds suyu ve qumu saffaf, temiz cimarlikler istah gabardir. Torpadi ve qumu san
rangda oldugu tictin bu ad verildiyi giman edilir. Sara saxs adi va ya reng manalarinda da izah edilir. Talisca
Seri adlanir. *Sa’ ‘ru‘ sozlsrinden yaranib. Qirmizi ¢ay. cayin baslangici kimi anlasilir. Manasi tam
agiimayib.

Qizilagac dovlst tebist gorugu

1929 - cu ilde Xazarin canub - garbinds. 88.4 min ha sahada taskil edilib. Kogari, su. bataqgliq va ¢ol
quslarinin giglamast. artirilmasi ve gorunmasi magsadile yaradilib. Respublikanin Qirmizi kitabina diisen
quslarin aksariyyati qorugda musahids olunur. Qoruq kdgari quslarin coxalmasi tctin ¢cox shamiyyatlidir
Qorugda 270 ndv qus var. Odur ki. qus yerli matbaxin asas elementlarindan sayilir. Bu coxluga gors ‘Quslar
evi' da deyirler. Payiz - gis aylan ov movsiimii baslayir. Qoruq arazisinin 73 % su akvatoriyasidir. Motorlu
qayiqla Boyuik Qizilagac ve Kicik Qizilagac korfezlerinda seyahate ¢ixmagq olar. Qizilagac bitki adidir. Mesa
va su kenarinda bitan enliyarpaqgli girmizimtil agacdir. Cox sayda qizilagac bitdiyindan arazinin adi bele
qalib.
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Narimanabad is also called -fishermens settlement*. Fishing is the mam business here Those who want to
buy fish come here. The water, the coast and the beach stick in your mind with their clean and countless
troughs. The area has the cleanest, freshest and the most delicious fish. Visitors to the island should also
expect to be treated to fish dishes.

Fish

Fish has a special place in southern cuisine. The months that do not have the letter R are not regarded as a
fishing season. Fish vary from season to season from September to April. Fish is used to make different dish-
es. Some of them are roasted fish, tandir fish, fried fish, fish caviar, boiled fish, rounded fish (lavangi ziyad),
fish kebab, pickled (salted) fish and sildaq fish. Fish is fried with oil. cooked in the tandir oven and on
embers. Also, a fish soup is made with vegetables and greens. Sildaq fish with vegetables is a specific diet
meal rich in vitamins. Sometimes, they fill fish with cherry-plums, onion, greens, tomatoes and pepper
plants, wrap it in fig leaves and paper, soak it and put it in ashes. Fish cooked in this way contains no oil and
preserves vitamins in its filling. This area is also home to sturgeon which is regarded as the delight of the
Caspian. Although it is illegal to sell it. poachers catch this fish and sell it along the road, which is quite prof-
itable

The Island of Sari

After the island of Sari (Yellow) was connected to the city of Liman with a road and a dam. it turned into a
peninsula The peninsula has attractive clean beaches with transparent water and sand. It is believed that
the island is called Sari because its soil and sand are yellow. It is also interpreted as the proper name Sara
and as colour. In Talysh. it is called Seri. It derives from the words se and ru. which means a red river or the
beginning of a river. Its meaning is not totally clear.

The Qizilagaj state nature reserve

Although a group of Russian scientists proposed setting up a reserve here in 1913. the idea was put on the
back burner as the First World War broke out. The reserve was set up in the southwest of the Caspian Sea on
a territory of 88.400 ha in 1929. The aim was to protect and breed migrating, aquatic, swamp and steppe
birds. Most of the birds included in the country's Red Book can be seen at the reserve. The reserve is very
important for breeding migrating birds. A lot of birds from Siberia. Kazakhstan. South Urals and Northern
Europe come to spend the winter here. There are 270 species of birds in the reserve. Therefore, poultry is one
of the main elements of local cuisine. The reserve is also called "House of Bird* as it hosts a great number
of birds. The hunting season begins in autumn and winter. Water comprises 73 per cent of the territory of
the reserve. You can travel to the Boyuk Cizilagaj and Kichik Qizilagaj gulfs on a motor boat. Qizilagaj (alder

tree) is the name of a plant It is a reddish tree with wide leaves that grows on the edge of the woods and
near water. The area is called Qizilagaj because a great number of alder-trees grow here
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Astara

Citrus plants make the first impression on you when ijou visit the district. Autumn is the best time to visit
Astara. During the fruit season, this place turns into a truly exotic paradise. It is pleasing to see lemon, tan-
gerine. grapefruit, orange, kiwi fruit, kinkan and feykhoa trees growing all over the place. Since this area has
the biggest amount of precipitation in the country. Astara is called a region of incessant rains.

Note

The distance between Baku and Astara is 313 km. The southernmost town of the country is situated on the
border with Iran. The Araz River is a natural boundary. It is an important town on the Baku-Tehran road. The
fact that a transit road connecting Western Europe and Asia passes through the area proves that Astara was
one of the sites of the Silk Road. It is located between the Caspian coast and the Talysh Mountains. It has a
moderate warm climate. The lowland part and foothills are part of the subtropical zone. As you go higher,
the climate gets colder.

The Talysh Mountains

This is the name of a mountain ridge in the south of Azerbaijan, It is located in the southeast in the passage
between the Small Caucasus Ridge and the Alborz Mountains (Iran). The highest peak is 2.477 metres. It
consists of three main mountain ridges.

The Hirkan Sea

This is the name that ancient authors gave the sea as the southeastern coast of the Caspian was populated
by Hirkans. As the coast was populated by Kaspis and Albanians, the Greek author Pliny the Elder called it
the Caspian Sea and the Albanian Sea. In his notes on historic events. Strabo described Astara and used the
metaphor that “the waves of the sea washed and kissed the foothills"

Although the sea. the coast and sand are clean in Aslara, there are no conditions for relaxing on the beach
The sand on the coast is fine and black. Astara which is the farthest point of the 825 km sea coast is a fish-
ing paradise.

The Hirkan National Park (HNP)

The park, which is located on the Astara-lankaran road, has been established on the teriitory of three dis-
tricts: Lerik, Lankaran and Astara. The HNP. which is mostly located in Astara District, was established on an
area of 21.435 ha in 2004 The purpose was to ensure the complex protection of nature in that territory, to
preserve the flora and fauna included in the “Red Book' of the Azerbaijan Republic and create conditions for
tourism and recreation. The territory, which is mostly covered by forests, is home to historical castles and
monuments, some dwelling houses and the Khanbulan watei dam Five tourist routes have been established
Ln the HNP All the journeys are taken on foot The shortest journey is four hours and the longest one nine
ours.
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Astara

Bura galends ilk tesssirat sitruslar olur. Astaraya getmak lgiin an yax$i vaxt payizdir. Meyva sezonunda
ekzotik cennata gevrilir. Dord bir tarafds yetisen tistii meyvalarla dolu limon, mandarin, greypfrut. portagal,
kivi. kinkan va feyxoa agaclari goz oxsayir Olka arazisinda an ¢cox yaginti burada diisdilyina géra Astaraya
aramsiz yagislar diyari deyirlar.

Arayis

8aki - Astara arasi masafa 313 km-dir. Olkanin cenubundaki bu son yasayis mantagasi iranla sarhadda
yerlasir. Araz cay! serhad rolunu oynayir Baki - Tehran yolunun ustiinda vacib mantagadir. Srazidan Qarbi
Avropa va Asiya 6lkalarini birlesdiran tranzit yolunun kegmsasi vaxtila buranin ipsk yoluna daxil
dayanacaqlardan oldugunu stibut edir Xazar sahili ils Talis daglarinin shatesinda yerlasir. Milayim isti igli-
mi var Duizanlik va dagatayi hissa subtropik zonaya daxildir. Hindurlik artdigca iglim soyuglasir.

Talis daglari

Azarbaycanin canubundaki dag silsilesi bels adlanir. Canub -sarqda. Kicik Qafqaz daglarindan Elbrus (iran)
daglarina kegid hissada yerlasir, an yiiksak zirvesi 2477 metrdir. Ug asas dag silsilesindan ibaratdir.

Hirkan danizi

Antik musalliflarin. Xazarin canub «sarq sahilinds yasayan hirkanlarin adina uygun olaraq, denizes verdiklari
addir. Sahilinin kaspilar ve albanlarin yerlasdiklari hissalarina mivafiq olarag, yunanli Béyik Plini hamin
Xazari Kaspi danizi ve Alban danizi adlandirib. Strabon Tarixi hadisaler baradaki geydlarinds Astarani tarif
edarkan, danizin tapalarinin daglarin ataklarini yumasi ve 6pmasi kimi banzatmadan istifads edib.
Astarada daniz, sahil ve qum tamiz olsa da. ¢imarlik istirahati t¢tin tasisler qurulmayib. Sahil narin gara
qumlugdur. 825 km-lik daniz zolaginin son ucu olan Astara baliq cannatidir.

Hirkan Milli Parki (HMP)

Astara - Lankaran yolunun Ustiinds yerlasan park li¢c rayonun arazisinda salinib: Lerik. Lankaran. Astara, an
cox Astara torpaglarinin daxil edildiyi HMP 2004 - cii ilda. 21435 ha sahada taskil olunub. Magsad hamin
orazida tabistin kompleks sokilde gorunmasi. AR '‘Qirmizi kitabi'na daxil edilmis tipik flora ve faunanin
saxlanilmasi, turizm va istirahat ti¢lin seraitin taskil edilmasidir. Cox hissasi mesalarla ortilii olan arazide
tarixi qala ve abidalar, bazi yasayis obyektlari, elace do Xanbulan su baraji mévcuddur. HMP tzra 5 turist
marsrutu miayyanlasdirilib. Seyahatlarin hamisi piyada yiiriislerden ibaratdir. ©n qisasi 4 saat ve an uzunu
9 saat davam edir

Turizm

Astaranin turizm potensiali yliksak olsa da turizm infrastrukturu yox deyacak qader azdir Agkorpi
kiikirdli mineral sular zonasi. Sim dag - mesa, tebii bulaglar zonasi. Miki dag - mess, tebii bulaglar zonasi.
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Tourism

Although Astara's potential for tourism is extensive, the tourism infrastructure is almost at the zero level.
Seven internal tourist routes in different directions have been established in the district which also includes
the Agkorpu zone of sulphur mineral waters, the Sim Dag zone of forests and nature'll springs, the Miki Dag
zone of forests and natural spnngs and the istisu zone of sulphur mineral waters

istisu

The district boasts of medicinal mineral springs such as Agkorpu. istisu. Sim. Bi. Toradi. Sheikh Nasrullah
and others. The istisu area, which is a rone of mountains, forests and resorts, has dozens of sources of min-
eral underground waters. The minerals give various colours to land. A strong smell of sulphur spreads
around There are no sanatoria here. People can only take foot baths. The istisu forests are a perfect loca-
tion for picnics. The restaurants here are working based on the principle *cook yourself - oat yourself' The
southern houses which stand out for their specific lifestyle have many attractive objects One of them is well
known from the famous episode of the film ‘Ulduz' - the episode in which Mahammad and Zuleykha meet
We are talking about the lam.

Lam

The lam is an original building typical of the southern zone Lams are also called summer houses. They are
more common in Astara and have still not lost their popularity. As a natural air conditioner, the latn is an
irreplaceable and safe place for sitting and sleeping in the summer time There is a lam in almost every vil-
lage and house in Astara Similar summer houses were quite common in the Absheron peninsula until the
middle of the past century, and they were called kulafirangi In Astara, which is dominated by a warm sub-
tropical climate, people spend their nights and eat here and do not enter their winter houses duting the
warm weather from May to November. The lam. which is built as protection fiom the heat and fot relaxation,
is open from all four sides. Lams were more common in the southern zone in the 18th-19th centuries The
lower columns of the lam were built from bricks and the uppet part from wood and were decorated with var-
ious ornaments. This gave special beauty to the lams Locals receive their guests here in summer

Note

Adam Oleari (1S99-1G71). a famous Geiman traveller who visited Astara duiing the Novruz festival in 163S.
recorded that yrapevines as thin as a man grow in the region of Astara which is situated on the Caspian
coast. According to Stiabo who reported this much earlier, in this place which was called Hikaniya. one small
grapevine yielded a basket of grapes In this place, which was covcied by tangerine gaidens from head to
toe. people said that if you plant a seed here, it begins to gmw immediately. Indeed, that land is so produc-
tive that you can plant anything you like and it will grow immediately

Tea

Tea is regarded as an uieplaccable asset of Aslara It takes centre stage in the economy ot the Lankaian-
Astara subtropical zone Everyone is a tea export here and knows a lot about tea Everything needed lor the
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istisu kukiirdlu mineral sular zonasinin da daxil oldugu rayon (izrs muxtalif istiqamatlards 7 daxili turizm
marsrutu muayyan edilib.

istisu

Rayonda mialice shamiyyatli mineral bulaglardan Ag kérpii. istisu. Sim. Bi. Toradi. Seyx Nasrullah va sair
bulaglarn géstermak olar. Dag » me$a -kurort zonasi olan istisu arazisinds yerin altindan gaynayaraq ¢ixan
onlarla isti mineral su bulaglari var. Minerallar torpaga muxtslif roeng verir. Strafa kaskin kiikiird goxusu
yayilir. Sanatoriya tesisleri yoxdur, insanlar sadace ayaq vannalari gebul eds bilirler. istisu mesasi
piknikgiler Ggtin ideal tGnvanlardan sayilir. Buradaki restoranlar daha gox ‘6ziin bisir - 6ziin ye' terzinde
foaliyyat gostarir. Spesifik maisati ila segilan cenubun evlsrinda diggat geken gox maraqli obyektlar var.
Onlardan birini bizim vetendaslar 'Ulduz’ filmindaki mashur fragmentden. Mshammad ile Ziileyxanin
tanisliq sshnasindan yaxsi taniyirlar. S6hbat lemdan gedir.

Lam

Canub zonasina xas spesifik - orijinal tikililar bels adlanir. Bunlara yay evi da deyirler. ©n cox Astarada
yayilib ve bu giinadak populyarligini itirmayib. Tabii kondisionerlar, yay aylarinin avazsiz ve zararsiz otur-
ma va yataq yeridir. Astarada demak olar har kandds, har evds lam var. Buna banzar yay evlari kegan asrin
ortalarinadek Abseron yarimadasinda genis yayilmisdi ki. onlar da kilafirangl adlanir. isti - subtropik
iglimin hokm strdiyti Astarada may - noyabr aylarinda, isti diisendan soyuglar diistincayadak evahli bura-
da gecalayir, yeyir, icir, qisltq eve demak olar girmir. istiden gqorunmagq va istirahat etmak iigiin insa edilon
lam dord tarafden agiq olur. Canub zonasinda an ¢ox XVIII - XIX asrlarda genis yayilib. Lamin asag, siitun
hissalari qirmizi karpicdan, yuxarisi ise mesa agacindan duizaldilir va muxtalif al isleri ila bazadilir. Bu da
lama 6ztinamaxsus gozallik verir. Yerlilar gonaglarini da yayda burada gabul edirlar.

Qeyd

1638-ci ilda Novruz bayrami vaxti Astarada olan mashur alman sayyahi Adam Oleari (1599*1671) yazir ki.
Xazar danizi sahilinds yerlasan Astara vilayatinds adam yogunlugunda tiztim tenaklari bitir. Bu fakti daha
awal xabar veran Strabona gore o vaxtlar Hikaniya adlanan bu yerlarde bir kigik tanak bir sebat Gziim
verarmis. Bagdan - ayaga narinciya baglar ile shate olunmus bu yerds deyirlar ki. torpaga hansi toxumu
sapsan haman clicarir. Hagigatan torpaq o gadar barakatlidir ki. na desan, cekinmadan akmak olar, miitlaq
yetisacakdir.

Cay

Astaranin avazsiz nemati, zanginliyi sayilir. Lankaran « Astara subtropik zonasi iqtisadiyyatinda asas yer
tutur. Burada hami ¢ay miitexassisidir, yaxsi caydan anlayirlar. Cay stifrasi tigtin lazim olan har sey bu tor-
paqgda yetisir: limon ve ¢ay. Bunlar Astara siifralerinde ayriimaz ikilidir. May ayinda gay cigayini, avqust
ayinda iss tumurcuqlari toplayirlar. Qénge cayi daha atirli va bahali olur. Oz kimyavi terkibina gora Azarbay-
canin qgara ¢ay! xarici mansali an yaxsi caylardan geri gqalmir. Azarbaycanda ilk ¢ay bitkisi 1896 - ci ilds.
Lankarandan 12 km aralida, miihacir Novoselov tarafindan akilib. Cox boyiik sayla |ha sahada 2000 kol
yetisdirib. 20 illik tacriibadan sonra ¢ay va subtropik bitkilarin bu zonada daha ¢ox galir veracayi genastina
gelib. Rayonda 3 gay fabriki faaliyyst gosterir. Olkads istehsal edilan gayin 99% Astarada yetisir.
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Tea making grows in this land: lemon and lea These two are inseparable on the table in Astara They collect
tea flowers in May and shoots in August Tea buds are fragrant and expensive.

For its chemical composition. Azerbaijan s black tea can be compared to the best foreign teas The first tea
in Azerbaijan was planted by the migrant Novoselov at a distance of 12 km from Lankaran in 1896 He grew
2.000 bushes on an area of one hectare with great efforts After 20 years of experience, he came to the con-
clusion that tea and subtropical plants will yield more profit in this zone There are three tea factories in the
district. 99 per cent of tea produced in the countiy grows in Astara

Bijar

Bijar is a place where rice is planted, in other woids. it is a paddy plantation It is one of the exotic southern
sights. At different times of the year, you can see interesting changing views here. In May. you can see
women who bow down in special places that look like puddles and fumble for something in mud with bare
feet. As you see them who bow down so much that their heads almost hit the ground in small fields that
resemble a swamp, you think that they have probably lost something and are now trying to find it But in
fact, they are removing weeds from there. That's to say they are clearing the water area from stones and
wild plants. After they finish clearing it. they place rice seedlings The seedlings are grown within three
months in hot summer. The harvest begins in September The rice sown at intervals of 10 days is picked
depending on its type The people of Astara are extremely pleased with the quality and taste of round rice,
which they call local rice, and the Sadri. 1001. Hasani and Hashimi sorts of rice

Note

A great chapter of the book “Turkish People”, published by the Hungarian orientalist and traveller Annin
Vanberi (1832-1913) in Budapest in 1885. is dedicated to Azerbaijan He recorded his travel to Astara and
the wonderful folklore of peoples living here

Hala

Halay is the name given to dances of the same type that emerged in the Aslara*Lankaran zone and are
accompanies with songs and applause The population living in the south has been engaged in nce-grow
ing since time immemorial. Looking after the crops and growing rice is a difficult job and requites hard
work Within 10-16 days after the appo,nance of sprouts, the roots of rice bushes are cleared from weeds.
Women aie mainly involved in this work Such a pioccss ol clearing is called weeding The song Halay
appeared as a result of the harmonic resemblance of those words in the process of cultivation The first ver
sion of this song had a purely working nature. Like most of the songs that appeared in the process of work,
the word "Halay' speaks of the harvest and often signifies hard and laborious work

History

The Greek historian Claudius Ptolemg (90-160 AD| compiled the map ot the Caspian Sea in the second cen-
tuig and gave information about place names, objecis and population centres on its coast The author who
named tnang cities and villages of Albania, of which Ire was aware, called Asl.na by its Greek name
"Astarala”
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Bicar

Duyt skilen yerdir. Basga deyisla. caltik plantasiyasidir. Ekzotik cenub manzarslarindan biridir, ilin
fasillarina gore burada dayisken maraqgl gérintilsrle garsilasmag mimkindir. May ayinda Astarada yol
boyunca gélmagaya banzar xuisusi yerlarda yera ayilmis, ayaqyalin, pal¢igin i¢arisinda allari ilo torpaqda
nasa esalayan xanimlar diqqgati calb edir. Bataghg: xatirladan kigik sahalards baslari az gala yera dayacak
sokilda ayilmis gadinlari gériinca avval yaqin na isa itiblar ve tapmaga calisirlar diistincasina gapilir insan
Bslinda isa onlar alaq edirlar. Yani sulu sahani das - kesek, yabani otlardan tamizleyirlar. Tamizlema isini
bitirdikdan sonra duyu sitillarini yerlasdirirlar, akilon sitillar 3 ay middstinds, isti yay aylarinda yetisir.
Sentyabr ayinda yigim baslayir. 10 gunlik fasilalarla néviindsn asili olaraq yetismis duyular toplanir.
Astaralilar yerli diyii dediklari yumru dilytiden, sedri. 1001. hasani, hasimi név diiyulerin keyfiyyatindan
va dadindan oldugca mamnundurlar.

Qeyd

Macar sergsiinas ve sayyahi Armin Vanberinin (1832-1913) 1885-ci ilde Budapestda nasr etdirdiyi Tirk
ellari adl kitabin boyiik bir fesli Azarbaycana hasr olunub. Astarada gezib dolasdigini bildirib, burada
yasayan xalqin gozal folklorundan behs edib

Halay

Astara - Lenkaran zonasinda meydana galen, oxuma va slcalma ile musayist olunan eyni tipli regslers
verilon Umumi addir. Cenubda yasayan ahali gadimdan bari diy akini ile masguldur, akina qulluq
edilmasi, duyu yetisdiriimasi agir isdir, cox zshmat talab edir. Cixintilar goriinandan 10 « 16 guin kegdikdan
sonra dilyti kollarinin dibi alaq otundan tamizlenir. Bu isle da an ¢ox qadinlar masgul olur. Bels tamizlema
prosesi alagvurma adlanir. ®mak prosesinda hamin sdzlarin hamahang sasuygunlugu terzinda * Halay*
mahnisi meydana galib. Bu mahni ilkin versiyasinda sirf amak xarakteri daslyirdi, smak prosesinds
yaranmis mahnilann akseriyystindaki kimi burada da "Halay* s6zii mehsuldan danisir, cox zaman agr,
zahmatli. uzun middatli isi ifada edir.

Tarixi

Yunan cografiyastinasi isgandariyyali Klavdi Ptolomey (b.e. 90 « 160) Il asrs aid Xazer danizinin xaritasini
tartib edib ve onun sahillarinds yerlagan cografi adlar, obyektler va yasayis mantagaleri barade malumat
verib. Bu xaritada Albaniyanin ona malum olan bir ¢cox sahar ve kandlarin adlarini ¢geken musallif Astaranin
adini yunanca Astarata kimi geyd edib. ingilis taciri Antoni Cenkinson ingiltara ila Buxara arasinda ticarat
alagalarini yaratmaq magsadi il 1959-cu ilde Xezer danizi sahillarinda olub. 1s62-ci ilde Londona
qayidaraq 6z safarleri hagqinda Rusiya-Tatarstan tesviri adli asarini nasr etdirib. Xazer denizi strafindaki
yasayls mantagalarinin adlarini veran musallif Astarani yunanca Stara kimi taqdim edib. Orta asrlarda
Astara ayalat paytaxti, dini, madani va ticarat markazi olub.
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The English merchant Anthony Jenkinson visited the Caspian coast in 1559 in order to establish trade rela-
tions between England and Bukhara After his return to London in 1562. he published his work "Moscoviae
Et Tartariae Description' about his travel. Naming the population centies around the Caspian Sea. the
author called Aslara by its Greek name “Stara"

In the Middle Ages. Astara was a regional capital and a religious, cultural and trade centre.

The place name

Astara means a lower place in Persian. In the Talysh language, it is called Ostoro. The place name is also
linked to the proper name Asta. Asia means a road In Turkic languages, ast-alt means a lower side. Since
the area is located below the Araz River, these place names contain the word ast. This can be seen in the
place name Astabene mentioned by Ptolemy. Azar mentioned by Strabo and the modern place names
Astara and Aslarabad. When The King of Assyria Sargon 1] (721-795 BC) spoke about bravery in his stone
inscriptions, he reported the conquest of a region called Telusena around the Caspian. Telusena is the first
name for the ancient Talysh-populated region in northern Iran. According to another theoiy. the word
Talysh is not mentioned in any source before the arrival of Arabs here. Historian Ahmad Al-Belazuri (820-
892) used the word Talysh as Taylasan and spoke about the Arab invasion here.

The Talysh

The Talysh are the aboriginal population of the southern coast of the Caspian Sea. They call themselves
Tolish or Tolosh. The Talysh language is part of the Indo-Aryan branch of the Indo-European language fam-
ily. They are very sincere, hard working and hot-blooded people. Talysh means simple, pure and clean in
Arabic. These are people with high morality and quiet lifestyle They do not like war. robbery and theft

Kazimbay Boradigahi recorded in his work "Javahirname-ye Lankaran' that the word Talysh is derive from
the word Tayalis. In ancient times, this place was called Talis.

It is believed that the word Talysh is derived from the word tulush. i.e. mud. Due to torrential rains, this place
has always been covered with mud Although the word liyutish means a swamp or a muddy place in Talysh
this version is normally ignored

The Iranian scientist Sa id Nafisi says that the Talysh belong to the Turkic race and that their ancestors were
among the troops that Genghis Khan hod brought to Iran

The village of Arcltivan

It is one of the biggest and most ancient villages in Astara. Stoiies about Shah Ismayil Khatai are quite
interesting here They say that the potions ol the future Safavid tulei who was in danger aftei his father was
dethroned attached his cradle to a lice in the village of Archivan After ismayil ascended to the throne, he
came to pray in an ancient mosque in Archivan before his military campaigns. Wo are talking about the
Muhammad Hanafiya Mosque which was built in 1499
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Toponim

Aslara farsca asagi yer menasinda isladilir. Talis dilinde Ostoro adlanir Toponimi Asta sexs adi ila da
baglayirlar. Asta yol demakdir. Assuriya hokmdari 11 Sarqon (e.a. 72! - 70S) kitabalarinda doyus
sticastindan bahs edilarkan. Xezer atrafi Telusena vilayatinin fathi barssinde malumat ve Telusena
mduasir iranin simalinda, talislarin yasadigi gadim vilayst. Talisin ilkin variantidir. Bagqa ehtimala gérs,
arablar bura galanadak Talis séztina heg bir manbada rast galinmir. Tarixci shmad al - Balazuri (820 - 892)
talis sozlinui Taylasan saklinda isladarak arablarin burani fathindan bahs edib.

Talislar

Xazarin canub sahilinds yasayanlar 6zlarini Tolis adlandirirlar. Talis dili Hind « Avropa dil ailasinin Hind -
tran goluna daxildir. Cox semimi, calisgan, istiganl insanlardir. Talis ereabce maenasi sada. saf. temiz
demakdir Kazimbay Boradigahi 1869 ilde yazmis oldugu Cavahirnameyi - Lankaran' asarinda talis sdziinin
tayalis soziinden amals galdiyini bildirib. Qadimds buralar Talis adlanib. Talis szt tuliis. yani palciq
sOziinden goéturiliimaesi ehtimali da saslenir. Cox yagdis yagdigindan buralar hamise palgiq icinde olub.
Tiyulis talisca batagliq yer. palciq demak olsa da. bu ehtimalin tizerinda dayanmirlar, iran alimi Said Nafisi
talislan tiirk irginden hesab edir ve onlann acdadlarinin Gingiz xan tersfindan irana gatirilmis gosunlar
arasinda oldugunu bildirir.

orcivan kandi

Astaranin boyiik va gadim kandlsrindandir. Burada afsanavi Safevi htkmdan Sah tsmayil Xatai ilo bagh
hekayalar maraghdir. Deyilanlara gors, atasi taxt tacdan devrildikdan sonra 6zl da 6lim tshliikasi ils tz -
uza galan Safavilarin galacek hokmdarinin himayadarlari onu mahz 9rcivan kandinda besiyini bir agaca
baglayaraq gizladibler, tsmayil taxta ¢ixandan sonra getdiyi harbi yiriislarden avval drgivandaki gadim
mascide galib namazini burada qilib. S6hbat 1499-cu (ide ssasi qoyulmus Mshammad Hanafiyye
mascidindan gedir.

Yanar bulaq

Orgivan kandinin an mashur va populyar turizm obyektidir. Bu. igmali - kiikirdlt sudur. Glntin biittin saat-
larinda bulagin garsisinda névbays durmus insanlar buradan su alib yollarina davam edirler. Adindan da
malum oldugu kimi yanar bulagin suyu yanir. Bunun tgtn kibriti goturib suyun ustiinds yandirmaginiz
kifayatdir. Deyirlar ki. iri bir caydan bu sudan ¢ixan alovun istisi ile 45 dagigada gaynayir.

Miki kandi

Astara miitlaq gortlmasi garakan dag kandlardandir. Adini gadim Miki tayfasinin adindan géttrib. Miki
tayfasi congavar tayfa kimi taninib. Toponim Miyo va ki sézlarindan torayib. Manasi dag ortasi demakdir.
Talis daglarinin yiiksak yamaclarindan birinda yerlasir. Coxsayll gabirstanliq ve har terafdan onu shata
edan pirler kandin gadim yasindan xabar verir. Mikinin simal hissasinds Monkalla deyilan yer var.
Deyilanlara gore burada monqollarla déyuslar olub. Doyiislards halak olan gox sayda mongol mahz burada
basdirildigina géra mongol kallalarinin ¢ox basdirildigi yer. yani Monkalla adini gqoyublar.
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Yanar Bulaq

W is the most famous and popular tourist site in the village of Archivan. and for drinking sulphur water.
People who queue in front of the spring throughout the day take some water and continue their journey. As
can be seen from its name, the water of yanar bulaq burns. It is enough to take matches and light them
above the water. They say that a big teapot boils in AS minutes with the heat coming out of this water

The village of Mik

It is one of the must-see mountain villages in Astara. Its name is derive from the ancient Mikt tribe. The Miki
tribe was known as a tribe of knights. The place name is derived from the words Miyo and Ku. It means the
middle of the mountain. It is situated on one of the highest slopes of the Talysh Mountains. The numerous
graveyards and the shrines surrounding the village from all sides testify to the great age of the village In
the north of Miki. there is a place called Monkalla. It is believed that this place was a site of fighting with
Mongols. The many Mongols who were killed in fighting were buried here, which is why it is called Monkalla
i.e. a place where Mongol skulls are buried

Bee-keeping

Bee-keeping is quite developed in Miki. Lemon, honey and tea - this trio is an adornment and attribute of
village tables. Almost all residents of the village are professional bee-keepers. They know so much about
bees and honey - how much honey you can get from this tree, which bee works hard and what makes honey
from mountain flowers different. It becomes known that females make bakTtar from the fruits of wild dates
growing in the Miki woods and bees make honey from its nectar. The most productive honey tree is the wild
date. Every male bee collects an average of 1.5-2 kg of honey. One beehive produces 25-30 kg of honey. It
is impossible to memorize all the sayings of Mikt residents about honey. This is how some of the most
famous ones sound

Aphorisms

The bee told the prophet: "Allow me to yield gold and sting man so that he dies."
The prophet said- ‘No. yield honey, sting man and die yourself

Indeed, those bees do not sting people, and even if they do. they die themselves. The ceremony of cutting
honeycombs is extremely interesting Everyone watches the process of tasting intently. Pure honey is hard,
sticky and has a strong taste, is difficult to swallow, burns your throat and is very fragrant.

After Miki, the second must-see location is Sim. You can stop in several places along the road to the villaae.
Itis a great place for ecotourism The springs located in the Demiragaj forest and along the river are a great
holiday destination It has an ancient water mill, ancient water canals and an ancient stone palace
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Arigiliq

Mikida arigiliq ytiksak inkisaf edib. Limon, bal. cay - bu trio kand stifresinin bazayi va atributudur. Demak
olar butun kend sakinleri professional atigilardii. An ve bal ile bagl els ¢ox sey bilirlar ki; hansi agacin
cicayinden na gadar bal cixar, hansi ari na gader calisir, day cigayinden amals galen bal na ile farglanir.
Malum olur ki. Miki mesalarinda bitan yabam xurma agacinin meyvalarindsn xanimlar dosab. arilar isa
onun nektarindan bal hazirlayir. ©n mahsuldar bal agaci yabani xurmadir. Har erkak ari orta hesabla 1.S -2
kq bal toplayir Bir qutudan 25 - 30 kq bal ¢ixir Mikililarin ari ve bal ile bagl deyimlarinin hamisini yadda
saxlamaq imkansizdir. &n mashur btr ne¢a danasi isa bels saslanir.

Aforizmlar

Ari peygambeara deyib: ‘icaza ver. man qizil gatirim, insani sancim ki. 6lstn."
Peygambear deyib: 'Yox. san bal gatir, adami sanc va oziin 61."

Hagigaten bu anlar sancmir, agar sancarsa 6zlari olurlar. Patayin kasilmasi marasimi oldugca maraglidir.
Hami diqqgatle dequstasiya prosesini izloyir. Saf bal -sart, yapisgan, kaskin dada sahibdir, ¢atin udulur ve
bogazi yandirir, cox da atirlidir.

Mikiden sonra miitlaq goriilmasi garaken ikinci Gnvan Simdir. Kend istiqgamatinds yol boyunca bir negs
yerda durmag olar. Ekoturlarin taskil edilmasi tgiin sla tinvandir. Demiragac mesaliyi va ¢ay sahili boyun-
ca yerlasan bulaglar istirahat ti¢tin aladir. Six mesaliyin i¢carisinda gadim su dayirmani, su arxlan. das saray!
var.

Sim Kandi (40 km)

Astaranin mutlaq gortlmasi garaken an yiiksak, gadim dag kandidir. Sima aparan yol ¢ox yorucudur. Daha
dogrusu yol deyilan sey yoxdur. Odur ki. 40 km masafeni 4 saatda zorla gat etmak olur. Amma atraf elo
gozaldir ki, sikayat etmakls sanki tebiste hagsizliq edirsan. Yol boyunca ara sira atlilara rastlamaq
mimkindr. Teacclible kimsiniz, hara gedirsiniz deys sorusmaqdan 6zlarini saxlaya bilmirlar. S6hbatdan
malum olur ki. buralar ucgar yerlsr oldugundan kanda cox nadir hallarda qonaq gslir, har defs kimsae tesrif
buyuranda bayrama cevrilir Simda na isiq, na gaz. ne mobil alags, na yol - bir sozls sivilizasiya alamati olan
hec na yoxdur. Kandda tarkibi minerallarla zengin 50 - ys yaxin tabii bulag, hiindurliyt 25 - 30 metra catan
2 golala var. Burada da milkemmeal lazzati va atri ila segilen yerli bala qonaq edirler.

Muzeylar maskani adlandirilan Simda 20 - 8 yaxin gadim gabirstanliq var. ilkin arxeoloji arasdirmalar
Simda yasayisin eradan avvallara gedib ¢ixdigini gosterir. Das oturacaglar ve masalar, das hovuz, das
sarayin izleri, das lzarindeki namalum yazilar, das habsxana, miixtslif magara ve buzxanalar burada
hayatin izlarini 2 « 3 min il avvala aparir.

Sim qayalar ssharidir. Kandin ortasinda, elaca da har haystds nshang qaya parcalari durur. Kendin atrafi da
uzari mixi yazilarla dolu qayalardan boldur Daslardan yonulmus gadim su hovuzu, gadim mascidin minare
qaliglari va sair tarixi abidalar moveuddur. Yasilligin i¢arisinda olmasa buraya Qobustan demak olar. IX ¢ X
asrlara aid olan Sim yasayis yeri olka shamiyyatli arxeoloji abidadir.
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The village of Sim (40 km)

It is Astara's highest and most ancient must-see village. The road leading to Sim is very tiring Or to be more
precise, there is no road. Therefore, it is hardly possible to cover a distance of £0 km in four hours. But the
surroundings are so beautiful that if you complain, you will do an injustice to nature. Along the road, you
can come across people on horseback sometimes They cannot refrain from asking you in suiprisc* - who are
you and where are you going? It becomes known that since the village is too remote, it is rarely visited and
every time someone comes here, it becomes a festivity. There is no power, gas: mobile communication or
road in Sim - in a word, there is nothing to remind you of civilization here The village has about 50 natural
springs rich in minerals and two waterfalls at a height of 25-30 metres You can help yourself to local honey,
which stands out for its perfect taste and fragrance.

Sim. which is called a place of museums, has about 20 ancient cemeteries. Preliminary archaeological
research shows that Sim was populated BC Slone seats and tables, stone ponds, the traces of a stone
palace, unknown stone inscriptions, a stone prison and various caves and ice-houses take the traces of life
here two or three thousand years back.

Sim is a tov/n of rocks. In the middle of the village and in every courtyard, there are fragments of rocks The
surroundings of the village are also full of rocks with cuneiform inscriptions. There is an ancient pond the
remains of the minaret of an old mosque and other historical monuments here if this place was not green,
it could be called Qobustan. The settlement of Sim. which belongs to the 9th- 10th centuries, is an archaeo-
logical monument of national significance.

Historical monuments

The Silk Road used to pas through the territory of the district where 102 historical-cultural monuments have
been registered

Fort Shindan

It is located on the peak of Mount Shindan on the Iranian border at a height of 2.000 metres. It is regarded
as one of the greatest architectural monuments In Azerbaijan's historical city of Namin. It belongs to the
pie-Islamic period. One of the strategic objects of Babak. who fought the Arabs in that period, is located
here. There is an ancient cemetery on the territory of the fort. Those who led various uprisings in the Middle
Ages took refuge in this fort There is only one road leading from the north to the fort built from bricks and
stones. Special watch places for the guard and military chiefs are of great interest It takes one day to visit
the castle which was built for purposes of observation

GtOhm loiifiliw* Jm-fMct]



ASTARA .337

Sim toponimi

Bir neco versiyada izah edilir. Qadim tirk tayfasinin. Nuh peygamborin oglunun adi oldugu iddia edilir. Das
s6ziindan gotirildiyd, girmizi va ya $is manasina galdiyi, cografi mévqgeyina gors ham da qiraqg, kenar yer
demak oldugu bildirilir.

Tarixi abidaler

102 tarix » madaniyyst abidasinin geyds alindi§i rayon arazisinden vaxtila ipak yolu kegib.

Sindan galasi

Sindan daginin basinda. iranla sarhadds, texminan 2000 metr yiiksaklikde yerlasir. Azarbaycanin tarixi
Namin saharinin boyiik memarliq asarlerindan hesab edilir, islamdan avvalki dovrii shate edir. Homin
doénamda areb isgalina garsi doylisen Babakin strateji obyektlerinden biri burada olub. Qala srazisinda
gadim gabirstanliq var. Orta asrlerde miixtslif tisyanlara basciliq edenler bu galada siginiblar. Das ve
karpicdan horiilan galaya ancaq simal terafden aparan bir yol var. Gozatgi va sarkardanin musahidasi tictin
duzaldilmis xustsi yerlar maraq dogurur. Miihafize magsadi ila tikilan galani ziyarat etmak bir giin vaxt
aparir.

sime ajyjljr jahwoyi

Sun. tkr Yill*{t m1lir cMis.

JUXUItIKI G B «sineM A/tvr bl H 1









3A0 NAHCHIVAN

jn-Agig lun altindi muzey

Ifct "natoraf museum

Nahclivan

Also called the small fatherland. Nahchlean is a beautiful location. Words are not enough lo describe it The
sky here is so low that you can almost touch the clouds with your hand Locals attribute this to their close-
ness to God. The sky is also so blue that you do not get bored of looking at the piles of white clouds
Nahchtvan. which lias an ancient history, is also called a cradle of civilization.

Brief information

Nahchtvan is 560 km from the capital Baku. As the region has been under Armenian blockade in the past 17
years, you can travel there only by plane. The capital of the Autonomous Republic of Nahchivan is situated
at an important railway and airways intersection. The town is located on the Nahchivan plateau 1.000m
above sea level, and on the bank of the Nahchivan River.

Climate

When speaking about Nahchivan. one cannot but mention its climate | have been twice to Nahchivan.
When | first visited Nahchivan. it was a freezing January day. | visited again on a scorching August day.
After these visits. 1told myself: "I will never go back to Nahchivan." May is the best time to travel to
Nahchivan. The climate of the autonomous republic is significantly influenced by its geographic location,
the mountains surrounding it and also with the fact that it is situated far from major seas and rivers. There
are five types of climate in the region As rainy clouds do not enter Nahchivan. there is little rain here com-
pared to other regions of the country. Heavy rain is very rare here. It rains mostly in summer.

History

The regional capital. Nahchivan. is one of the oldest towns in the Middle East. According to archaeological
research, the town is over 3.500 years old. It was built in the middle of the second millennium BC. in 1539.
In IX-VI centuries BC. the town of Nahchivan existed as part of the ancient states of Manna and Media.
Nahchivan has always been an important population center because it is located at the intersection of main
roads linking the Middle East and the Caucasus. It turned into a battlefield during Iran's wars with Rome
and Byzantium, Nahchivan repeatedly changed hands during those wars. The first written information
about Nahchivan has been found in Greek geographer Claudius Ptolemaeus's book. “Geography". He wrote
that Nahchivan existed as a town in the second century BC Ptolemaeus wrote: “Naksuana is the centre of
the vast country of Vaspuraga. The country has 37 provinces, and Naksuana is one of them." Medieval his-
torian Mayise Khoreni wrote that the town was built in the sixth century BC Arab and Persian geographers,
however, said that Nahchivan was built by Sassamd rulers Khosrov the First. Anushiravan and Bahram
Chubin in the sixth century AD. And Turkish traveler Ovliya Chalabi believed that the town was founded by
the legendary Turan ruler Aftasiyab.

The town was looted by the Byzantine emperor Irakli the Second in the first century AD. French traveler
Wilhelm de Rubnk. who visited Nahchivan. said that it was a large and beautiful capital of a large country
until the Mongolian invasion It suffered serious damage during attacks by the armies of Genghis Khan in
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Naxgivan

Bura kicik vatan da deyirlar. GOy qiibbasi yera els yaxindir ki. sanki alini uzatsan buludlara dayacak. Yerlilor
bunu Tanriya cox yaxin torpaq olmagla slagalendirirler. Sivilizasiyanin besiyi adlandirlan bu yeri
taniyarkan sanki tarix darsina dustirsan.

Arayis

Baki - Naxcivan arasi masafe 560 km olsa da son 17 ildir buraya yalniz tayyars ile getmak mimkindir.
1991-ci ildan blokada seraitinds yasayan Muxtar Respublikaya bir tek hava yolu aciqdir NMR-nin paytaxti
mithiim damiryolu va hava qovsagidir. Sehar daniz saviyyssindan 1000 metr yliksakda. Nax¢ivan diziinds
va Naxgivancayin sahilinda yerlasir. NMR iglimina onun cografi mévqeyi, her terafdan dag silsilasi ile shata
olunmasi va iri su hovzalerinden uzaqda yerlasmasi ¢ox tasir gosterir. Srazinin iglimi S tips ayrilir. Buraya
ritubatli hava kutlaleri daxil olmur. Ona gora da digar regionlarla mugayisada Nax¢ivana yaginti cox az
dusur.

Tarixi

Yaxin $argin an gadim saharlarindan hesab edilan Naxgivanda aparilan tarixi « arxeoloji tadgigatlar arazinin
3500 ilden ¢ox yasi oldugunu, seharin e.s. Il minilliyin ortalarinda. 1539 -cu ilds salindifini gostarir. E.a.
IX-VI asrlerda gadim Manna ve Midiya dovlatlari tarkibinda iken Naxgivan artiq taninmis sahar idi. Yaxin
Serq ila Qafgazi alagalendiran asas yollarin kasisdiyi noqtads yerlasan sahar alverisli cografi mévgeys gora
her zaman markaz rolunu oynayib. Roma - iran. iran « Bizans miiharibaleri zamani ddyis meydanina
cevrilan bolga dafalarle aldan -als kegib. Bura hagqinda ilk yazili malumata Klaudi Ptolemeyin Cografiya
asarinda rast galinir. 0. Naxcivanin hale miladdan 6nca Il yiizillikda sahar oldugunu xabar verarak yazib:
"Naksuana genis arazisi olan Vaspuragamn markazidir. 37 nahiyadan ibarat olan bu Olkanin bir nahiyasini
da Naksuana taskil edir." X1l asrin avvallerinds farsca “acaib ad - diinya" ssarinds yazilirdi: “Naxgivan
Azarbaycanda boyik, shalisi cox. hindirds yerlosmis ¢cox mohkam sahardir. Orada coxlu kosklar,
soharkenari yay saraytan. tantanali eyvanlar, sehar yaxinhiginda dasdan tikilmis qala ve bu qala icinda
madrasa, mascid ve qalada cox gozal su bulaglari var. Bels deyirlar ki. yer tiziinde bundan daha gox shalisi
olan sahar yoxdur. Bitiin binalar karpicdan va gacdan tikilib

X1l ytizilds bitiin Yaxin Serqi. Azarbaycani da mongollar isgal etdi. 1253-cii ilde Naxgivanda olmus Fransiz
monax Vilhelm - de Rubruk onun tamamile dagilmis oldugunu soylayir. vvallar boyiik dovlstin paytaxt
olmus. azematli va gozal sahari monqollar sahraya cevirirlar.

XIl yuzilde 200 min shalisi olan saharda ticarat inkisaf etmis, 6z ustalari ve senatkarlari: dulusculari,
zargarleri, susacilari ilo sohret gazanmis olsa da insaat islari daha genis migyas almisdi. Ssharin
gozalliyindan vacda galmis sayyahlarin sahidliyina gors, orta ytzillards burada Eldanizlarin mashur saray
kompleksi. Cima mascidi, miisalman maarifinin markazina gevrilmis madrass, dovlat binalari, asilzadslarin
saraylari ucaldiimisdi. Evliya Calabi hovuzuna har giin bir sebat qizilgiil lagayi atilan yerli hamamlarin atirli
suyundan soz agir.
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A Farsi book (source) In early thirteenth century, entitled ‘Ajaib ad-Dunya'. read: “Nahchivan is a big town
in Azerbaijan with a large population. It is a very strong town (fortification) located on a high ground. There
are many small shops, summer residences and beautiful balconies here. There is also a stone fortress near
the town. Inside the fortress, there are a madrasah, a mosque and very nice springs. It is said that it is the
town with the largest population in the world. All houses here have been built of bricks and mud.”

The whole of the Middle East and Azerbaijan were conquered by Mongols in the thirteenth century. The
French traveler, Wilhelm de Rubrik who was in Nahchivan in 1253. said that the town had been totally
destroyed. This large and beautiful town, formerly the capital of a large country, was turned into a desert
by Mongols. Hamdullah Gazvini. a historian and a geographer (1280-13A9). mentioned Nahchivan in his
book on geography entitled -The Delight of Hearts'. He wrote: "They (residents of the town) speak a mixed
Pahlavi. The town was built by Bahram Chubin It is a very beautiful location. It is called Nagshijahan. The
residents are white-skinned. They are members of the Safavi sect. There are several large fortresses near the
town “ An Arab geographer of the ninth and tenth centuries. Ibn al-Fakih. wrote that the town of Nahchivan
was founded by Sassanid king Khosrov Anushiravan the First (531-579). Yagut Hamavi. another Arab geog-
rapher who lived in the thirteenth century, wrote: "The town of Nashava is in Azerbaijan. Some people say
that this town is in Arran. Ordinary people call it Nakhchuan.”

In the twelfth century, the town had a population of 200.000. Trade had developed here. The town was
known for its craftsmen: potters, jewellers and glass makers. Construction had flourished here even more.
According to travellers who were fascinated by the beauty of the town, in the medieval period Nahchivan
had palace compounds of the Eldaniz (rulers of Iran and Azerbaijan), a Friday mosque, a madrasah (which
had turned into a centre of Islamic teaching), state buildings and palaces of royal family members. Evliya
Chalabi (Turkish traveler) spoke about local baths where the water of swimming pools was scented with a
basket of rose petals each day. There is interesting information about Nahchivan in Persian sources of the
thirteenth century. One of them says: "This town, located on a high ground, has many small shops, summer
residences in the suburbs, a fortress and a madrasah inside the fortress. There are many springs inside the
fortress. It is said that this is the town with the largest population in the world. It is a green area with abun-
dant water. Nahchivan turned into a big town during the peak of the Eldaniz rule." The state of Eldaniz. or
Atabays. was established by Seljuk dynasties. Seljuk ruler Alp Arslan built a special residence for himself in
Nahchivan. which was annexed to the Seljuk state in 106A.

The state of Atabays (XII-XIIl centuries)

This is another name of the state of Eldaniz. It was a new state founded on the basis of independent sul-
tanligs (territories ruled by sultans) during the demise of the Seljuks. This powerful feudal state, ruled by
the Eldaniz dynasty, existed between 1136 and 1225. This state was founded by Atabay Shamsaddin
Eldaniz The rule of the Atabays. or the Eldaniz. started after Shamsaddin Eldaniz was appointed governor
of the Seljuk state In this province. Nahchivan was part of the slate of Eldaniz in the mid twelfth century. In
this period, the town developed into a major commercial and trade centre of the state of Atabays. The rap-
idly growing town, which was the capital of the stale between 1136 and 1175.was of economic and military
importance. The treasury of the state was located in the Alinja fortress tin today’s Julfa District»



Atabaylar dovlati (XII-XIII asrlar)

Bu dévrda Naxgivan Atabaylar dovlstlerinin asas ticarat va senatkarliq markazina ve igamatgahina gevrilir.
1136- 117S -ci iladak bu dovlstin paytaxti olan va siratle inkisaf edan sahar iqtisadi ve harbi shamiyyata
malik idi. Dovlatin xazinasi alinca qalasinda (Culfa rayonu) saxlanirdi Atabay Salcuq sultanlar valishd
sahzadalarinin tarbiyagisina verilan tituldur

Naxgivan xanhgr (XVIII asr)

Kangearli tayfasinin basgisi Heydarqulu xan teraefinden yaradilmis feodal dévlstidir. iranin daim tasirinde
olan xanliqda daxili gekismalar illarla stiriib. 1813 - 1828 -ci illards davam edan Rus - iran miiharibssinds
hakimiyyat tez- tez deyismak macburiyystinds galib. 1827 -ci ilde rus gosunlari Naxgivani zabt etdilar.
1828 -ci il Turkmangay miiqavilasi il Naxgivan xanhigi irsvan xanhgr ils birlikds Rusiyanin tarkibina gatildi
Eyni ilds gar | Nikolayin verdiyi forman ils lagv edilmis Naxgivan va iravan xanliglarinin srazisinds siini
sokilda ‘ermani vilayati' yaradildl. 1828-ci ilde Gliney Azarbaycandan. 1829-1830-cu illards arzurum va
cevrasindan ermanilar kdgiiriilarak Naxgivan va irevan dairasinda yerlasdirildi. 1850-ci ildan sahar azarbay-
canlilarin idaragiliyinds olan iravan quberniyasinin tarkibina daxil idi. ilk defe 1905-ci ilde Naxgivanda da
ermanilarle azarbaycanlilar arasinda girginla start alan etnik miinagise. 1917-ciilde ermanilarin Naxcivana
orazi iddialan ils ¢ixis etmays baslamasiyla davam etdi.

Qagcirlmayacaq yerlar

Naxgivan yasayan muzeyi xatirladir. Burada tarixla yasayis evlari i¢ « icadir. Tarixi abidalarle zengin pay-
taxtin Coamsid Naxgivanski. Hiiseyn Cavid. Bahruz Kengarli. Calil Memmadquluzada. Heydar dliyev. $ahidler
muzeylarini gérmaya dayar. Bundan basga seharin tarixi - memarliq asarlari va digar gazilssi yerlari kifayat
gadar maraghdir.

Scami seyrangahi

Aciq Sema Altinda Muzey. M&mina Xatun tiirbasi. Xalga muzeyi komplekslarinin daxil oldugu genis erazida
salinmis park bels adlanir. Qadimdas Qala mahallssi adlanan yerds. 1980- 82-ci illards * ha sahada insa
edilib. Ssharin an hindir néqgtesinda salinan bu park, yerlilarin va saharin gonaglarinin, elaca ds foto-
qgraflarin sahari seyr etmak, piyada gezmak ucun iz tutduglan populyar mekandir.

Qizlar bulag

Naxgivan saharinda tebii -abidadir. Qala mahallasinds yerlasir. Qayalarin arasindan siiziliib galen goz yasi
kimi dumduru serin bulaqg suyu yaxinlgdaki yasil vadidan axan Bazarcayin suyuna gansir. Ganc sevgililarin
an populyar goriis yeridir. Yayda cox z6vglu olur. Qayalarin arasindan axan salale atrafi bir az sarin tutur.
Yaxinliginda tarixi abide olan hamam dayisdirilirak cayxanaya cevrilib ki. burda da atirli va lazzatli cay
servisi var. Bu. mahalla adidir. 9cami seyrangahinda yerlasir. Qayadan tumurcuglanib mirvari kimi stiztilan
su bulag basina yigisan qizlarin darayib arxasinda tokduyu saga banzadiyina gora buraya Qizlar Bulagi
adini veriblar.
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Atabay

Atabay was the title given to the caregivers of Seljuki crown princes. This term first emerged during the
Seljuki period. /1 residential quarter (mahalla) called Atabays exists in Nahchivan to date. In the medieval
period, there were several mahallas in Nahchivan. According to Ottoman government sources, almost all of
these quarters were inhabited by Turks. Although mahallas are no longer administrative units, people still
remember them (for instance, the Jigatay mabhalla, or the Qurdlar mahalla). Nahchivan residents still ask
each other.- "Which mahalla do you come from?*

The Nahchivan Khanate

It was a feudal state founded in mid-erghleenth century by Heydarqulu khan, the head of the Kangarli tribe.
In this khanate, which had always been under Iranian influence, internal divisions (struggle) raged for
years. Power changed hands very often during the Russian-Iranian war in 1813-1828. Nahchivan was cap-
tured by Russian forces in 1827. Under the Turkmanchay Treaty, signed in 1828. the Nahchivan khanate was
annexed to Russia along with the Iravan khanate. In the same year. Nicolas the First signed a decree, abol-
ishing the khanates of Nahchivan and Iravan and establishing an artificial “Armenian province" on this ter-
ritory. In 1828. Armenians in Southern Azerbaijan (today’s north-western Iran) were resettled in Nahchivan
and Iravan. In 1829-1830. Armenians were moved here from Erzurum and surrounding areas. From 1850 on.
the town was part of the Iravan province, which was governed by Azerbaijanis. The ethnic conflict between
Armenians and Azerbaijanis, which started with the massacres of 1905. also raged in Nahchivan. In 1917.
Armenians started laying territorial claims to Nahchivan

Must visit

Nahchivan looks like a living museum. Residential buildings and history are (ich-icha) here. The Jamshid
Nahchivanskiy. Huseyn Javid. Bahruz Kangarli. Jalii Mammadquluzada. Heydar Aliyev museums and also
the Museum of Martyrs in the capital, which is rich in historical monuments, are worth visiting. Apart from
that, the town has quite interesting historical and architectural monuments and other places of interest.

The Ajami seyrangah (outing space)

This is how the park built in a large area covering the Outdoor Museum, the Momina Khatun tomb and the
Carpet museum is mamed The park was built in 1980-1988 on four hectares of land formerly called Qala
mabhallasi (the quarter of Fortress). Located in the highest area of the town, this park is a popular place for
local residents, as well as for tourists. It is good for walking and taking pictures.

Qizlar bulagi (the Maiden spring)

It is a natural monument in the Qala quar ter in the town of Nahchivan. The crystal clear and cool water com-
ing out of the rocks flows into the Bazarchay river, which runs from the nearby green valley. This is the most
popular dating venue for young couples It is especially beautiful in summer The water falling down from
the rocks keeps the surrounding area a bit cooler A nearby bath, which is a historical monument, has been
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Tarixi abidalari

Oita asrlardan gqalma buzxana, hamamla», mahalla mascidlarini saymaqla bilmir. XIX asrds insa edilmis
damiryolu vagzall Zagafqaziyada cakilan ilk demiryollarina aid yarasiqh bina kimi memarliq abidalari
siyahisina daxil edilib Tarixi abidalarin coxu miixtslif zamanlarda dagilsa da. bu guna galib ¢ixmis bir nece
danasi yerlilarin qurur manbayidir Sebatin biitiin qonaglarinin gérmasi gareken an asas abidalari Naxgivan
memarliq maktabinin nimunalaridir.

Naxcivan memarlig maktabi

Eldagizler doévlstinin paytaxti oldugu doénemda asasi qoyulan ve yiiksalis dovriinii yasayan makteb
Azarbaycan va Yaxin $arq memarligina boyiik tesir gosterib Xl asrde lkeds seharsalma, memarliq ve
incesanat, tatbiqi va tasviri senat novlari genis inkisaf edir.

Scami dbubakr oglu Naxgivani (XII asr)

Naxgivan memarlig maktabinin banisidir. Yaxin $arq memarhgina yeniliklar gatirib. Sarqin boyiik
miutaxassislari ona ‘ Seyxil « mithandis' (miihandislarin bascisi) faxri adini veriblar Mohtasam tikililarindan
ikisi glinimuiza galib Yusif ibn Kuseyir va Mémina Xatun turbalari

Yusif ibn Kiiseyr tiirbasi (1162)

Uzarindski kitabads 1162- ci ilds tikilib Xalq arasinda buna *Ata « baba tiirbasi' da deyirler Yusif ibn
Kiseyir Atabayler sarayinda cox sevilan maslshat¢i olub. Ele hérmate sahib olub ki. éldikdsn sonra
xatirasini aziz tutmaq l¢lin zemananin an mashur memarina onun Ggtin tirbs tikmayi tapsiriblar Naticeda
Naxgivan ssharinin an gozal tarixi asarlerindan biri ortaya ¢ixib Sardaba va yeriisti qullevari hissadan
ibarat olan bu abidanin kitabasinds onun kimin sarafina va hansi tarixds insa olundugu qgeyd edilib: Bu
tlirba xaca, canli rais, dinin zakasi, islamin camali, seyxlar basgisi Yusif Kuseyir oglunundur Digar kitabada
isa Banna acami abubakr oglu Naxcivaninin amali sozleri yazilib

Momina Xatun tiirbasi (1186)

Milli memarhigin méhtesem abidasi. $arq memarliq incisi hesab edilir Buna Atabay magbaerasi. Atabay
glinbazi da deyirlar, Umumi hindurluyd 3A metr olsa da zaman igarisinda dagilib. Aparilan son
restavrasiyadan sonra indiki hundurliyt 26 metrdir XIX asra qgadaer turbanin yaninda basqa tikililar, o
cuiimladan mascid de olub Naxgivan ssharinin emblemi sayilan tiirbs saharin bazayidir Magbarani Atabay
hékmdari Mahammad Cahan Pshlevan 1186 -ci ilde anasinin sarafina insa etdirib.

Magbarani Naxcivanin Tac-Mahali adlandirirlar Tekce Azarbaycanda deyil, islam 6lkalarinda da an uca va
ince kompozisiyal tiirbslerden olan bu abidenin uzunémdurlaliyini mikemmal mihandis isi ila
baglayirlar. Abidanin bas taginda kufi xatla bunlar yazilib: Biz gedirik ancaq galir ruzigar Biz dliirtk, asar
qali» yadigar
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turned into a tea house. You can have a cup of nice tea here. It is the name of a residential quarter and is
located in the Ajami seyrangah. it is called the Maiden spring, as the clean water nowing down the rock
looks like neatly combed hairs of girls who come together here

Historical monuments

Nahchivan has a medieval ice house and a countless number of baths and mosques. A railway station built
here in the nineteenth century was one of the first in the South Caucasus This beautiful building has been
included on the list of architectural monuments. Many of Nahchivan's historical monuments have been
destroyed over time. The few that have remained to date are the source of pride for locals. The most impor-
tant monuments that all visitors to Nahchivan must see represent the local school of architecture

The Nahchivan school of architecture

This school of architecture, which was founded and reached its peak when Nahchivan was the capital of the
state of Eldagiz. has had a great impact on the Azerbaijani and Middle Eastern architecture Town building,
architecture and art saw rapid growth in the twelfth century.

Ajami Abubakr oglu Nahchivani (XIl century)

He was the founder of the Nahchivan school of architecture. Ajami Nahchivani brought novelties to the
architecture of the Middle East. Prominent experts in the East gave him the honorary title of “Sheikh ul-
muhandis” (head of engineers). Only two of his magnificent buildings have remained today. They are the
Yusif ibn Kuseyr and Momina Khatun tombs

The Yusif ibn Kuseyr sepulchre (1162)

According to an inscription on the sepulchre, it was built in 1162. Locals also call it the tomb of a father and
grandfather". Yusif ibn Kuseyr was a dearly loved adviser in the palace of the Atabays. Ibn Kuseyr enjoyed
so much respect that after his death, the most prominent architect of the time was told to build a tomb for
him One of Nahchivan's most beautiful historical monuments was designed as a result. The monument is
made up of a crypt and a structure on the ground looking like a tower. The inscriptions on the tomb contain
information about the date of its construction and the person the monument was dedicated to. One of them
reads: "This tomb belongs to Yusif Kuseyr oglu, a teacher, a living chief, the intellect of the religion, the
beauty of Islam and the head of sheikhs." Another inscription reads: Built by mason Ajami Abubakr oglu
Nahchivani.”

The Momina Khatun mausoleum (1186)

This mausoleum is viewed as a magnificent monument of the national architecture and a pearl of the
Eastern architecture It is also called the Atabay tomb, or the Alabay dome Once 3a metres high, lire tomb
has crumbled over lime It is now 26 metres high following the latest restoration. Until the nineteenth cen-
tury. there used to be several othei buildings, including a mosque, near the tomb. The monument is the
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Mémina Xatun Kimdir?

Azarbaycan Atabaylar dovlstinin ilk dévriinds mihiim tol oynamis gadin, hékmdar Mahammad Cahan
Pshlavan ve Qizil Arslanin anasidir Dévriin siyasi hadisalerinde maslshatgi olub, saray gakismalarinden
hokmdar ailssini gorumagi bacarib Hayalinin sonunadsk Naxgivanda yasayib. Magbarada aparilan gazinti
isleri zamani Uiza ¢ixarilan insan stmduklarinin hagigatan gadina aid oldugu muayyanlasdirilib. Amma
tirbadaki gabrin basga bir xanima aid olmasi ehtimali da irali surtlir. Akademik Ziya Biinyadovun
farziyyasina gors, eyni tirbada dafn olunan gadin zann edildiyi kiml Mémina xatun yox. onun oglu.
Msahammad Cahan pshlevanin arvadidir Atabay hokmdari Mshammad Cahan Pshlevanin hakimiyyati
dovriinds Naxcivan hakimi onun arvadi Zahids xatun idi. Bu. o gadar agilli va mudrik, elace do hokmdarin
sevimli gadini olub.

Aciq Sama Altinda Muzey

2004 - cu ildan fealiyyat gostaran bu muzeyin 6lkads analoqu yoxdur Orta asr Agqoyunlu va
Qaraqgoyunlular zamanindan galma abidalari gorumaq magsadils yaradilib. Buna gog heykallar muzeyi da
demak olar NMR arazisinda yerlasen butiin gabrstanliglardaki qog ve digar das heykallar iclarinds qizil
oldugu iddiasiyla barbarcasma dagidilib. Yerds galanlar da mahv olmasin deya ¢ixis yolunu bels bir muzey
quraraq tapiblar.

Xan evi

XVIII «XIX asrlora aid Sarq memarliq Gslubunda tikilmis bu abida Naxcivan xani Rshim xanin yasayis evi
olub. Bina zirzamidan ve 8 boyiik otaqdan ibaratdir. Qadim Qala mahallasinds ve MOmina xatun tirbasinin
50 « 60 metrliyinda yerlasir. Xan evinin pancaralarinds sebaka tislubundan genis istifada edilib. Binanin
saharin yliksak tepasinds. ‘Xan diki" tizerinds insa edilmasi onu son daraca azematli va gozsl gostarir. Bu
noqtadan sahara gozal panoram agilir.

Naxcivan Xalga muzeyi

Xan evi 1998-ci ildan bari muzey kimi faaliyyatdadir. 6 zatda xalgalar niimayis etdirilir. Digar iki zal xan
ailasina ayrilib. Azarbaycanda fealiyyst gosteran ikinci Xalga muzeyinin Naxgivanda agilmasi fakti gox
maraqlidir. Kegan asrin 90-ct illerinda bir grup insan 6lkenin har yerinda oldugu kimi Naxgivani da kend «
kand dolasaraq giymatli al islerini, o cimladan xalgalari shaliden su giymatina toplayib. Qacaq yolla
respublikadan qagirmaq istarken sarhadds yaxalanib. Misadire olunmus xalgalarin hamisi muzeya tahvil
verilib. Burada xalganin tekamdliinii izlemak mimkindir. Bu xalg senatinin tarixi gadim sumerlarin
dévTindan. 3 -5 min il avvelden baslayir, awal sada kegadan hazirlanan yun 6rtiiklar zaman igarisinde an
mitkemmal formasini, muasir xalca saklini alib. Muzeydas bir - birindan gozal 250 - ya yaxin nadir xalga
niimayis olunur.

Buzxana

Azarbaycan srazisindski an boyuk buzxanadir. imamzads kompleksinin yaxinhiginda yerlasir Yiiksak
memarliq qurulusuna sahib abids Naxcivan memarliq maktabinin inkisafi dovriinda. X1I - XIV asrlarda tikilib
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emblem of ihe town of Nahchivan. It is also the beauty of the town The tomb was built In 1166 in memoty
of the mother of Atabay ruler Mahammad Jahan Pahlavan It is called the Taj Mahal of Nahchivan. One- of
Azerbaijan s and also the Islamic world's tallest tombs with fine composition the long life of this monument
is attributed to the perfect engineering work A Kuli inscription on the tomb reads ‘We go. but winds

remain We die. but our work remains.”

Who was Momina Khatun?

This woman, who had an important role in the early years of the Azerbaijani state of Atabays. was the moth-
er of Atabay rulers Mahammad Jahan Pahlavan and Qizll Arslan. She served as a political advisot ito his
sons) and managed to protect the royal family amid infighting in the palace Momina Khatun lived in
Nahchivan until her death, it has been established that the human remains found at the tomb duiing exca-
vations belonged to a woman According to a different view, however, another woman had been buried in
that grave The late academician Ziya Bunyadov believed that the woman buried in the tomb was not
Momina Khuatun but the wife of her son Mahammad Jahan Pahlavan. Zahida Khatun was the governor of
Nahchivan while her husband was in power. This clever and wise woman was a beloved wife of the king

The Outdoor Museum

This museum, which was opened in 2004. has no equal in the country. It was established to preserve mon

uments dating back to the Agqoyunlu and Qaraqoyunlu period (in the Middle Agosi. It can also be called a
museum of ram sculptures. Ram and other stone sculptures in all cemeteries of the Autonomous Republic
of Nahchivan have been savagely destroyed by people seeking gold This museum was opened to preserve
the remaining ones.

Khan's House

This house, built in keeping with the Eastern architectural style of the t8th and 10th centuries, was a home
of the Nahchivan ruler Rahim khan The house has a basement and eight laige rooms It is located in the
Qadim Qala (Old Fortress) quarter, 50-60 metres from the Momina Khatun tomb. The network ishabaka)
style was widely used in the windows of the building. 1he house was built on a high hilltop called the Khan
height”, which makes it look extremely magnificent and beautiful There is a spectacular view of the town
from this point

The carpet museum of Nahchivan

The Khan s House has been used as a museum since 1Y98. Carpels are being displayed in six rooms of the
house The other two rooms contain belongings of the khan s family The (act that Azerbaijan s second car

pel museum was opened in Nahchivan is very interesting. As in other parts of Azerbaijan, a group of people
toured every village in Nahchivan in the l«»00s and bought valuable handicrafts, including carpets, at give

away puces, those carpets were seized at the holder while being smuggled out of the countuj All of the
seized caipels have been submitted to the museum
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imamzada (1722 - 1732)

Kompleks saharin cenub «sarq hissasinds, yerli shali arasinda Kohnaqala adlanan arazidadir. Burada antik
ve orta asrlere aid gadim seharin gala divarlari askar edilib. imamzada tiirbasi XVI = XVII asr Safavilar
memarliq abidalerinin tipik xtsusiyyatlarini dasiyir. Vaxtila bu sahads taninmis seyxlarin dafn edildiyi,
ahamiyyatli magbaralar yerlagsan arazi olub. Zaman icarisinde nekropolun yeri dayisarak abidanin
yaxinhgindaki tepays kegib. imamzads binasi ise XVIII asrin 20-ci illarinda insa olunub. 3 binadan
ibarstdir. Hazirda iizarinds olmayan kitabanin tarciimasi beladir: ‘1722-1732-ci illsrds bu imamzads, areb
va acamin ixtiyar sahibi, sexavatli xagan, méhtaram amir, an boyuk sultan, ssh oglu Sah sbu Miizaffar
Tehmasib Bahadir xanin hékmdarli@ doévriinds, gtinahlari bagislamaga layiq, merhum Haci Polad bayin
oglu sahibkar, zamananin xeyirxahi olan Rufan bayin amri ila tikilib." 1997 -ci ilds asasl tamir olunan
tlirbani ziyarats galanlar burad: adatlarini yetirirlor. $aharin an gadim ziyaratgahi sayilan bu yersa Nuh
tirbasi da deyirlar. 1984 - 87 ci illara gader aczaxana kimi istifads olunub. Burada VIl imam Rzanin qiz
navasi Seyyid Sultan Safa dafn edilib.

Yazdabad qalasi - Kohnagala - Naringala

Vaxtile kéhna saharin oldugu srazinin xalqg arasinda geni$ yayilmis adidir. Naxgivanin canub < sergindadir.
iki hissadan « kigik gala va béyik galadan ibarstdir. Qalanin bdyiik hissasi dagilsa da bezi biircleri hale da
durur. Boytik karvan yolunun Uzerinds yerlagan Naxgivan sshari miladin Il yuzilliyinds sasaniler
terefindan dagidilib.Burada VI yiizilliyin birinci yarisindan VIl yazilliyin birinci yarisina gadarki dovrds
sasanilare maxsus Naxcivan zarbxanalarinda lizarinde Nax¢ s6zi yazilmis gimis pullar kasilib. Qala
Sasani sahi 1l Yezdigird (632 « 651) zamaninda tikilib. Hemin vaxt seharde 30 mina yaxin eve va 150 mina
yaxin insanin yasadigi iddia edilir. Evliya Calabi Yazidabad galasinin mongqol - tatarlar dénsminda
dagidildigini soylayir. Saharin bas mudafia istehkami olan gala XVII asrin ortalarinadek mévcud olub.
Safavi - Osmanl miiharibalari zamani dagidilib va bir daha avvalki méhtasam giinlarini baerpa eds bilmayib.
Ravayata gors, afsanavi peygambar Nuhun gabri K6hnaqgaladaki sehar gabiristanligmindadir.

Naxgivan toponimi

Fars - arab manbalarinds va digar bir cox qaynaqlarda muxtalif variantlarda dafalarle adi ¢akilib: Nuh tufan.
Nuh ¢ixan. Nagsi - cahan va sair. Qadim yshudi adabiyyatinda Nahhunti kimi yazilir ki. bu s6ziin Ibranice
ligat manasi ‘Allah’ demakdir. Sonralar bu adin yerli tiirk ahalisi tarafinden Nax¢ivan saklina disduytni
soylayirler. Yunan cografiyasiinasi Klaudi Ptolomeyin ‘Cografiya’ asarinds (b.e. Il asri) Naxcivanin ad ilk
dafe Naksuana saklinde geyd olunub va cografi moévgeyi gosterilib. Naxgivanin gadim adlarindan biri
Nasavadir. Srabcadan tarctims edildiyinds bu. ‘giin ¢ixan yer". *isiq sacan makan' demakdir. Tarixi mifolo-
ji gaynaglardan bu torpagda yasayan insanlarin ginase, oda. isiga olan inamlari gadim dévilardan
mévecuddur.

Hamdullah Qazvini va Ovliya Calabiys aid yazilarda, bir sira digar gaynaglarda Naxcivan toponimi ‘Naqgsi
cahan' kimi teqdim edilir. Bu ad metaforadir. Dinyanin bazayi manasini bildirir. Goruntr, bu epitet
Naxgivanin an parlaq caginda. Azerbaycan Atabaylerinin paytaxti oldugu XIl asrde yaranib. Basga bir
malumata asasen ise seharin adinin Naxcir séziinden yaranmasi Sasani sahlarindan Bahramin lagabi ile
alagslandirilir. Guya sehar Bahram tarsfindan salinib. Naxcirov ovuseven. ov edilan yer va ganimat
manasini dasiyir. Bir grup tadgiqatcilarin ehtimalina gora. Naxgivan sozti srazids yasamis gadim tayfalarin
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Looking at the carpets in the museum, you can trace the evolution of carpet weaving. The history of this old
art dates back to the ancient Sumers 3.000 to 5.000 years ago. Simple woollen covers evolved into today s
carpets over time. There are nearly 250 very beautiful and rare carpets in the museum.

Ice house

The ice house, which is the largest in Azerbaijan, is located near the Imamzada complex. This monument
with an excellent architectural design was built between the twelfth and fourteenth centuries - at the
height of the development of the Nahchivan school of architecture.

Imamzada (1722-1732)

This complex is located in the south-eastern part of the town, in an area which locals call Kohnagnla. The
walls of an ancient and medieval town have been unearthed here. The imamzada tomb is typical of the
Safavid architecture of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. It used to be an area where prominent
sheikhs were buried and where important tombs were located. The location of the necropolis has changed
over time and moved to a nearby hill. The Imamzada complex was built in the 1720s. It comprises three
buildings. A now removed inscription on the complex read: ‘This Imamzada was built in 1722-1732. under
Shah Abu Muzaffar Tahmasib Bahadir Khan - who is the ruler of Arab and Ajam. a generous khagan. a great
amir, the greatest sultan and the son of a shah - by an order of Rufan bey. the late Haji Polad bey's son who
was a lord and a kind person of his time." Visitors perform prayers at the tomb, which was fully renovated
in 1997 This oldest place of worship of the town is also called the tomb of Nuh (Noah). It was used as a phar-
macy between 1984 and 1987. Seyyid Sultan Safa, a grandchild of the eighth Shiite imam Reza. has been
buried here.

The Fortress of Yazdabad - Kohnaqala « Naringala

This is the widely known name used by local people to refer to an area where the old town used to exist. It
is located in the south-east of Nahchivan. It has two sections - Kichik Qala (Small Fortress) and Boyuk Qala
(Large Fortress). The large part of the fortress has gone. Only some of its towers have remained. The town of
Nahchivan. which lay on the great caravan route, was destroyed by Sassanids in the third century AD.
Between the first half of the sixth and the first half of the seventh centuries, silver coins with the word
*Nakhch" carved into it were printed in Nahchivani printing houses owned by the Sassanids. The fortress was
built under the Sassanid shah Yazdigird the Third (632-6S1). It is said that the town had nearly 30.000
homes with a population of nearly 150.000 at the time. Evliya Chalabi says that the fortress of Yazdiabad
was destroyed by Mongols and Tatars. The fortress, which was the main fortification of the town, existed
until the mid seventeenth century, when it was destroyed during the Safavid-Ottoman wars and has never
regained its glory since.

The description of the fortress of Nahchivan - Nagshijahan

“This town really deserves its name It is the pride of the towns in Iran. Now it is a separate khanate in
Azerbaijan. The khan has a lot of troops. This town was founded by Afrasiyab shah in the past The graves of
his ancestors have remained here to date. Under him (Afrasiyab) the Nahchivan province grew fast. Every
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adi ili* bagl etnotoponimdil Mashur tarix¢i Moisoy Xorenski Qafgazda yasamis gabilalarden bshs edarak.
Naxcamasen gabilasinin da adini cakib

Naxgivan Qafqgaz xalglarinin dilinda (hazirda gecenlarin) nax «xalq (gabils), cuo -insan manasini verir. Hatta
cecenlar zarafatla Naxgivan cegen torpagidir deyirler Van kalimasi isa gatlim Midiya dilinde makan, yasayis
yeri manasinda islanib Biina istinad edsn Naxgivan séziinun Qafgqazda yasamis bir tayfanin adindan
goturulduyu ehtimal edilir. Qafqaz ve Midiya tayfalarinin dilinds i$lanmi$ nax - cuo -van (xalq -insan «
makan) sozlarinin govusmasindan yaranib.
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inch of land was used (cultivated) here. Then the greedy Mongols came in with a large army. They ruined
this beautiful town, razing its fortress to the ground. Ten thousand large houses with clay roofs decorate this
town. There are 70 large and 40 small (in residential quarters) mosques. 20 caravanserais, seven beautiful
baths and up to a thousand trade booths in the town. Many of the residences here are beautiful." Evliya
Chalabi ‘ Sayahatnama" (Travel notes). XVI century. Alegend says that the grave of Prophet Noah is in the
town cemetery in Kohnaqala.

The toponym of Nahchivan

Various variants of the name « Nuh tufan (the storm of Noah). Nuh chikhan (the area where Noah landed).
Nagshi jahan, etc « have repeatedly been used in Persian. Arab and many other sources. In old Jewish liter-
ature, it was mentioned as Nahhunti. which means God in Hebrew. The word was allegedly transformed into
Nahchivan by the local Turkic population. In his book. Geography. Greek geographer Claudius Ptolemaeus
mentioned Nahchivan as Naksuana and showed its geographic location.

One of Nahchivan's old names is Nashava. In Arabic. Nashava means the place where the sun rises from, or
a shining place. According to historical sources and mythology, people living on this soil used to worship
the sun. fire and light. Hamdullah Qazvini, Ovliya Chalabi and some other sources describe Nahchivan as
“Nagshi-jahan”. This is a metaphor meaning “the decoration of the world". This epithet probably emerged
at the height of Nahchivan’s glory in the twelfth century, when it was the capital of the Azerbaijani state of
Atabaylars.

According to another view, Nahchivan is a transformed version of the word Nakhchir, which was a nickname
of the Sassanid shah Bahram. It is claimed that the town was built by Bahram. "Nakhchirov* also means love
for hunting, a hunting place or a trophy. A group of researchers say that the word Nahchivan may be an
ethno-toponym derived from the name of ancient tribes that lived in the area. Well-known historian Moisey
Khorenski mentioned the Nakhchamasen tribe while speaking about tribes that lived in the Caucasus.
Some others say that the toponym is connected with the word Nashava. which means “growing" or "expand-
ing" in Arabic.

In the language of the Caucasian peoples (currently in the Chechen language), “nakh" means a clan, and
“chuo" means a human. Chechens even joke that Nahchivan is Chechen territory. In the old Median lan-
guage, “van* meant a location, or a residential area. Therefore, some people presume that the word
Nahchivan derived from the name of a tribe that once lived in the Caucasus. They say that Nahchivan is a
combination of the following words in the languages of the Caucasian and Median tribes: Nakh-chuo-van
(people-human-place).
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Ordubad Sa<saliar «atolls inasciili

Ordubad - Pearl of Nahchivan

Local people like to joke: 'We are not Naxcivanis ” Ordubad is different in terms of its fertile landscape,
unique way of life and traditions and its people When you first set foot here, you feel you have entered a
city of the medieval East. Ordubad has been compared to a large garden in bloom and is called the pearl of
Naxgivan.

Note

Ordubad is the second largest town In the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic of Azerbaijan. It is on the left
bank of the River Araz, 75 km south-west of the city of Nakhchivan at the foot of the Zangezur mountain
range. It is 850 m above sea level, covers an area of 864 sq.km and borders Armenia and Iran. The town is
divided into two by the River Ordubadcay. The river is 24 km long and rises in the Zangezur mountain range
of the Lesser Caucasus. 3.200 m above sea level. It has a harsh continental climate: in the summer Ordubad
is the coolest part of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic. It is famed for its plane trees. Ordubad was
declared a historic reserve in 1977 because of its unique architecture and its more than 100 sites of histor-
ical and archaeological interest.

Ordubad people

They are kind and hospitable and have a lovely accent. Guests are not asked "Who are you?" or “"Where have
you come from?" People are so trusting that they do not lock their doors when they go out. You will hardly see
any locks on the doors in Ordubad. When the conversation turns to the characteristics of the local people.

History

Historians date the first settlement in Ordubad to the 5th-6th centuries AD The name Ordubad first appears
in written sources in the 7th century, it is said that Arab troops passed through Ordubad on their way to
Ararat. In the 15th and 16th centuries Ordubad was in succession part of the Qaragoyunlu. Aggoyunlu and
Safavid states. In the 16th and 17th centuries it was destroyed, as it was at the centre of battles between
the Safavid and Ottoman states. In the 17th century the Iranian Shah Abbas thought Ordubad especially
important as its residents proved themselves loyal to the shah during the war with the Ottoman Empire. In
1588 when ottoman forces led by lafar Pasha captured Ordubad. Shah Abbas | (who ruled from 1587 to
1629) retook the town and freed the local people from taxes as a reward for their staunch resistance to the
Ottoman troops. The Iranian shah's vizier. Xatem bay. who was from Ordubad, also played a part in this. The
exemption from taxes allowed the town to be rebuilt and trade and crafts to develop. The decree by Shah
Abbas, which consisted of just five clauses, was carved in stone and to this day can be seen in the walls of
Ordubad mosque

Town's main mosque

The Cuma Mosque dates back to the 17Ih-ISth centuries and is of architectural interest. It is built at the
highest point of the city’s central square. Some elements in the medieval construction hint at an earlier
period - the 12th and 13th centuries. The mosque is said to have acquired its current appearance after
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Ordubad

Buranin camaati zarafatla 'biz naxgivanh deyilik* deyir. Haqigeten da. tabiati. insanlari, zangin adat-
ananaleriyle secilan Ordubada ilk dafe ayaq basan insan 6ziinii birdon birs orta asr $erq saborlarindan
birina dismus kimi hiss edir Otirli va boylk gill bagcasina banzadilan Ordubada indi Naxgivanin incisi
deyirlar.

Arayis

Naxgivan Muxtar Respublikasinda (NMR) boyikliyi ve shamiyystine gore ikinci boyiik sshardir. Araz
cayinin sol sahilinda. Naxcivan saharindan 75 km canub - garbda. Zangazur silsilasinin atayinda yerlasir
866 kvadrat km sahasi olan sahar daniz saviyyasindan 850 metr yiiksaklikda yerlasir. Ermanistan va iranla
hamsarhaddir Ordubadin markazindan axan Ordubadcay sahari iki hissaya bolur. Uzunlugu 26 km olan
cayin manbayi Kicik Qafgazin 3200 metrlik yuiksaklikdaki Zengazur silsilesindan baslanir. Sart « kontinen-
tal iglimi var. Yayda NMR-in an sarin yeridir. Cinar agaclariyla mashurdur Memarligi ve 110-dan ¢ox tarixi
= arxeoloji abidalarina gora Ordubad 1977-ci ilde Qoruq sahar elan edilib.

Ordubadlilar

Mehriban va gonagparvardirlar Cox sirin danisiglari val. Ordubada qonaq galands ‘kimsan, niysa galmisan®
Sorusmurlar. insanlara o gader etibar edirlar ki. evden cixanda gapini baglamirlar. Evlerin gapisinda qfil
gormak, demak olar ki. geyri-mimkindir. Ordubad Ishcasi Tabriz va Saki Ishcalarine oxsayir. Bu banzarlik
onu Naxgivanin digar yerlarindan farqli edir. Sadaca danisigda deyil, memarliq qurulusu, senatkarliq,
ipakgilik baximindan bu (g sshar bir- birina banzayir. Her icii tarixi ipak yolunun asas dayanacagi olub.

Tarix

ilk yasayis maskaninin V-VI asrlars aid oldugunu ehtimal edirlar.Yazili manbslards Ordubadin adi ilk defe
VII asrda ¢akilir. Orta asrlarde muxtalif feodal dovlatlerin tarkibinds olan. XVII asrda Safavi « Osmanl
miiharibalari dévriinds déyiis meydanina cevrilan ssher gah Osmanli, gah da iran asaratine maruz galaraq
dafelerla dagidilib ve garat olunub XV asrde bura. Sah Abbasin xuisusi minasibat géstardiyi shamiyyaetli
sehar idi. Bunun sababi iss Osmanli imperiyasi ile miihariba zamani Ordubad shalisinin Sah Abbasa gars!
sodagatli davranisi ila izah edilir. Bels kl. 1588-ci ilde Osmanli gosun dastalarinin bascisi Cafar Pasa
Ordubadi isyal edir. Sehari daha sonra geri alan 1-ci Sah Abbas (1587 - 1629) doyusler zamani diismana
miigavimat gostardiyina gora yerli ahalini mikafatlandirmaya qarar verir ve vergidan azad edir. Sahin
vaziri, aslen Ordubadli olan Hatam bay da bu masalada xisusi rol oynayir Qararin verilmasindan sonra
soharda ticarat ve sanatkarliq siiretle inkisaf edir. | Sah Abbasin 1603-cu ilds imzaladi§i, cemi 5 satrdan
ibarat olan hamin farman Ordubad Ciima mascidinin Serq qapisinin usttindaki das kitabads hakk edilib va
orijinali indiyadak durur.

Ordubad Ciima mascidi (XVII asr)

XVII - XVl asrlera aid memarliq abidasidir. Ssharin markazi meydaninin an hiindir yerinds salinmis. an
boyuk masciddir. Orta asrler memarliginin méhtesam niimunasi olan mascidin plan qurulusu ve bazi ele-
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restoration in the 17th century. The last time it was restored was in our own day. in 1987 The mosque also
has a madrasah, or religious school, on its territory. In the mid- 19th century Ordubad was a major town. In
1854, it had more than 800 houses. 63 mosques, more than 300 gardens and many different buildings One
of those buildings next door to the Cuma mosque today houses the local museum.

Geyseriyye and zorxana

This 18th century structure consists of a large cupola with eight smaller cupolas attached to it. It was once
home to the covered Eastern Bazaar which sold jewellery, precious stones and ornaments, it was then used
as a zorxana. a place for wrestling. The word ‘zor' means “strength* and “zorxana is a place to show off one s
strength. During the rule of the Safavid dynasty, the displays of strength turned into real spectacles with
musical accompaniment. Traditional wrestling contests were held here. Khans and nobles came to watch
the strongest men of the surrounding districts compete. Unfortunately, the contests declined in popularity
in the 19th century.

What's life without a tea house?

You really cannot imagine life in the East without a tea house. Ordubad is no exception - it is a typical town
of the medieval East. Apart from the coldest days in winter, the tea houses here are bursting with life all year
round In this town they are all to be found under enormous, ancient plane trees. Men gather here to drink
tea. play backgammon and domino tournaments, meet their friends and discuss domestic and foreign pol-
icy. Tea drinking in Ordubad is a compulsory part of every meal. Even when guests are invited to dinner or
supper. In Ordubad they say, ‘Come and drink tea' According to local tradition, any meal begins with tea
and then moves smoothly to the food. Different types of jam. dried fruit and of course fragrant lemon are
served with tea. Not everyone has an appetite after this. But Ordubad cuisine has such delicious dishes that
it would be a sin not to try them. Tea drinking is a whole culture. All important issues are decided over tea
including marriages.

According to tradition, successful matchmaking ends with tea. If sweet tea is served during the matchmak-
ing. this means that the girl's parents are in agreement and the wedding will take place. Although in mod-
ern-day Azerbaijan young people decide their own future, parents still “negotiate” and drink tea after
matchmaking. This is a mark of respect for national traditions.

Ordubad houses

Ordubad homes are built in a medieval style. These houses are considered some of the most interesting
types of Azerbaijani dwellings. Great attention in their construction was paid to the microclimate. The
courtyard of every house has a pool and well while the high fences have special apertures for ventilation.
The lay-out of the yards resembles a caravanserai. The main doors are made of wood while there is a place
next to the fence in the yard for luggage and a stall for guests' livestock. These outbuildings are called
mxana' The xana usually consists of two storeys, the second floor of which serves as a lookout post Usually
there is one window here, through which you can see who is knocking at the gate After the visitor has left
his luggage and livestock here, the householder accompanies him down a narrow, cobbled path to the
house, which is at the other end ot the gard. Houses in Ordubad arc built Irotn a compound ol otdinarg earth
it keeps the houses cool in summer and warm in winter
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mention onun aslinda XII - XIII osrlardo tikildiyint ortaya gixarir Ciima mascidinin indiki gérunusu XVII
osrda aparilan tamirdan sonra yaranib. Son dals 19S7-ci ilds restavrasiya edilib. Mascid srazisinds bir
madrasa binasi var

Qeysariyya (XVII asr)

XVII asra aid memarliq abidssidir. Boyuk giinbaz va ona bitisik sakkiz kicik gtinbazdan ibarstdir. Vaxtilo
Qeysariyya giymatli zargarlik mamulatlarinin satildigi 6rtiilii $erq bazari olub. Daha sonra Zorxana. yani
doyiis meydani kimi faaliyyst gosterib. indi de muzey kimi yasamina davam edir.

Zorxana

Burada ananavi giiles yarislari kegirilordi. dtraf bolgslarin mashur pahlavanlan buraya gslarak gulaser,
camaat yi§isar, xanlar va bayler de galib onlari izleyardi. S6ziin manasi ‘zor. giic niimayis etdirilan makan®
demakdir. Safavilarin hakimiyyati dovriinds zorxanalarin shamiyyati an yliksak pillays qalxir. Zorxana
tamasalari sou xarakteri dasiyir ve yariglar musiqi ile misahida edilirdi. Tasssuf ki. zorxanalar
aktualliglarini XX asrda itirdilor. Cima mascidinin canubundaki meydanda vaxtils karvansaraylar. diikkan-
lar olub. indi hamin yerds nshang cinar agaclarinin altinda Ordubad maisatinin avezedilmaz pargasi olan
cayxanalar faaliyyat gostarir.

Cayxana

Serqde hayati cayxanastz tesavvir etmak geyri-mimkiindir. Tipik orta asr Serq sehari olan Ordubad da
istisna deyil. Saxtali qis ginlarinden basqa, butitin fasillards cayxanalar aciq olur. Burdaki cayxanalarin
hamisi nahang, ytzillik cinar agaclarinin kélgasinda salinib. Mustarilarinin demak olar hamisi kisilardir,
Burada toplasaraq daxili - xarici siyasat masalalerini ve diinyada bas veran hadisslari muzakirs edir, nard
ve domino oyunlar tizre 6z aralarinda mini cempionatlar kegirirlar. Cayxanalarda cay servisi 3 asas ele-
mentdan: armudu stakanda gara cay. kalla gand va yerli limondan ibaratdir. Ordubad evlsrinda verilan
ananavi cay ziyafati isa gorilmays dayar

Cay sufrasi

Ordubad cay stifrasiyle mashurdur. Yemays ‘gedak ¢ay icek* deya davat edirlar. Qonaqgliq cay dssgaht ila
baslagir ve tadricen yemaya kegir. Adatan cay siifresi o gadar zengin olur ki. bundan sonra madads yemays
ger qalmir

Ordubad evlari

Ordubad evlarinin qurulusu orta asr saharciyini xatirladir Tarixi Azarbaycan xalq yasaijis binalaraintn an
maraql tiplarindan sayilir. Qadim evlarin standart qurulusu karvanasaraylari xatiladir. Giris qapilari tax-
tadan hazirlanib. Olgiilarine gors kicik gapilarin hamisinin iistinds lagqilbablari var. Girisds galen gonagin
asyalarini saxlamag ve heyvanlarim baglamaq tGcun nazarda tutulan xisusi yera 'xana' deyirler Xana iki
martabali olur. ikinci martabada kicik gézatgi pancerasi yerlasdirilib Qapi déyiilandas galenin kim oldugunu
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Main neighbourhood

The Sersahar neighbourhood is the largest in Ordubad Translated from Persian, its name means main
town*. Sersahar is also the oldest neighbourhood on the left bank of the Ordubadcay River so it has the
largest number of old buildings The two storey neighbourhood mosque, square, pool, spring, bath house
and thousand-year-old double plane tree - the whole area has kept its 18th century style. The neighbour-
hood is in the centre of town so every road passes through it.

Ambaras neighbourhood

Located on the right bank of the Ordubadcay. Ambaras consists of two ancient neighbourhoods. Lower and
Upper Ambaras. It is referred to in written sources from the 18th century. The neighbourhood mosque (17th
-18th century), spring and several small shops are in the centre The whole square is in the shade of ancient
plane trees. The old men of this picturesque neighbourhood say that long ago the neighbourhood was called
Abirasd. which translates from Persian as ‘with many waters" There are a great many springs here.

Mingis neighbourhood

The neighbourhood is famed for its 9th century mosque. The house where famous writer Mammad Said
Ordubad was born is here. The name of the neighbourhood is interpreted as “min kas" or “one thousand peo-
ple”. Local elders say that 1.000 people used to live here, hence the name. In fact. 1.000 is one of the sym-
bolic numbers (with 3. 7and AQ) found in oriental folklore, the poetic sense of which is a large number.

Mingis is also famed for its sabaka workshops. The most famed master craftsman is Cabir, and orders can
be placed in his workshop. Ordubad is the second place after Saki where this ancient craft continues in
Azerbaijan.

Ordubad shebeke

Famous architect Acami Abubakr oglu Naxcivani widely used shebeke for the first time in the 19th century
in the mausoleum of Xaraba Gilan. Shebeke is present in all his historic works Shebeke is widely used in
Ordubad's historic buildings - Zorxana-Qeysariyya and the Cuma mosque (the main mosque) But unlike
Sheki craftsmen. Ordubad craftsmen use small nails in their shebeke

Underground water supply or 40 steps

Ordubad is said to have had more than 70 springs in the 17th century. The system of underground water
pipes, created in the Middle Ages, remains the main source of the town's water supply today The people
call the pipes, which are in the squares and some residential dwellings, the "Ao steps" because steps have
been dug to make access to the water easier As a piece of underground hydro-technical engineering, the
water pipes became an important pait of daily life as the source of the water supply The pipes not only sup-
plied drinking water, but powered mills, irrigated fields, gardens and kitchen gardens. They also served as
refrigerators - grapes, melons, water melons, meat and grain were stored here in the summer months
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go6rmak ucun nazards tutulub. Xanadan soma das dosemali dar yolla hayatin diger ucundaki eva gedilir.
Evlar yogrulmus torpagdan insa edilib. Bu material, cox sart iglimi olan Ordubadda, otaglarin yayda sarin
va qisda isti galmasina komak edir.

Tarixi memarligi

Ordubad mahallelerdan ibaratdir. Har bir mahallenin 6z meydani, mascidi, ¢inar agaclari, ¢arhovuzu,
¢esmasi va hamami var. Sovet dovriinds paytaxt Bakida yalniz 1 mascid oldugunu nazars alsaq. Ordubadda
har mahallanin 02 mascdinin olmasi diggati calb edir. Mascidlar ibadat yeri olmagdan basga. adamlarin
xususi sebab axtarmadan, adi guinlerds da y1§isib sohbat etdiyi, vaxt kecirdiyi yerdir. Burada birisi ehsan
verib, nazir paylamagq istayanda hamini mahalle mascidina toplayir. Sersehar. Ambatas. Mingis mahallasi
Ordubadin an gadim va boéylik mahallalari hesab edilir.

Ordubadda sabaka

ilk dafs X1I asrds Memar acemi Xaraba Gilandaki magbarani insa edarkan sabaska formalarindan genis isti-
fade edib. Onun bitiin tarixi aserlerinde sabakeya rastlamaq mimkiindir. Ordubad tarixi Zorxana
Qeysariyya binasinda. Clima mascidinin insasinda sebake isina genis yer verilib. $akidan fargli olaraq
Ordubad ustaian sabakagilikda kicik mixlardan istifads edirlar.

40 pillakan va ya kahrizlar

XVII asrda Ordubadda 70-dan artiq gur gesmanin oldugu sdylanilir. Ssharin bu giin da asas su tachizati olan
kehriz sistemi orta asrlards yaradilib. Mahalla meydanlarinda va ya bazi hayatlards yerlasan bu kshrizlara
xalq arasinda "AQOpillaken" deyirler. Oraya rahat enib - ¢ixmaq Ugtin pillekanler tikilib. Ordubadllar deyirlar
ki. burda Nesraddin Tusinin selafleri yasayir. Ordubad muzeyindaki gusalerden biri tamamile burada
yetismis 450 elm-madaniyyat-siyasat xadimina ayrilib. Onlardan 18-i akademikdir. Akademik Yusif
Mammadaliyevin dogulub boy U Gulabi - Ambaras mahallesindaki 7 némrali evdsa. YUNESCO-nui
dastayi ile muzey yaradilib

Yusif Memmadaliyev (1905 - 1961)
Neftin vo neft gazlarinin katalitik emall sahasinda kasflari Il Diinya muharibasi illarinda aviasiyanin

ylksak oktanli yanacagla tsmin olunmasina kémak edib. Azarbaycanda neft yataglarinin an boytik
arasdirmagisidir.

Sitat

Ordubad ¢oxlu baglarla shats olunub. Orada yliksak keyfiyyatli Giziim va taxil amala galir. Qaseba Qafan
dagindan axib galen cay suyu ila tamin olunur.

Qw.m ‘GMbiMin nno-ati

A/AIUyUni fljtu L' {fig 1w /n'Nlun

OAOLLO J65

XrrataSUnjfaliwJa Ptevtai

The Ptovig mountain



36e OROUBAO

=N

= WX
=: =Tl

bVONa lo InVjijin i;nv hbtou



OROUBAO 367

Jitertufitu *5\j Tanftjg f<w M ttij



Manti -TOdaracada yetijan Ordubad hmonu
Cabie: etayeyilir

‘The Umoui Ofdutud lemon,
fipening eren in harUi (rests

Mount Kamki

Legend has it that this is the first mountain that Noah s Ark struck during the Great Flood Then Noah s Ark
hit Mount llandag (Snake Mountain) and Gemiqaya (Boat Mountain) which is also on the territory of mod-
ern-day Ordubad. After that the ark sprung a leak and the prophet ordered everyone to leave the vessel

Naxgivan is also known as the cradle of civilization as a result of this legend. But more on this later

Ordubad is surrounded by many orchards Top quality wheat and grapes grow here. The town takes its
water from a river that rises on Mount Kafan.'

wunionesons AES. B

Ordubad fruits

Medieval Iranian sources report that Ordubad was surrounded by orchards, vineyards and fields of grain.
And Ordubad retains its status as a fruit paradise today. Despite its abundance, local fruit is highly valued
and does not fall in price. Lemons are the most expensive here. The price of one Ordubad lemon at the mar-
ket varies from 10 to 20 manats (512.5-S25). The secret of the superiority of the Ordubad lemon lies in its
fine peel and indescribable aroma and flavour. Many people eat it peel and all. It is a real miracle - a citrus
fruit used to a temperate subtropical climate grows in dry. harsh climatic conditions. Maybe that is why it
is so highly valued

The blooming, fragrant gardens of Ordubad, its mountains and springs, have always attracted travellers. In
his work on the history of the Caucasus, including the Irevan and Naxgivan khanates. French ethnographer
I 1. Chopin (1798-1870) noted the reputation of the Ordubad orchards not only in the Caucasus but through-
out the East. He did not hide his admiration for the local climate and the flavour of the grapes, peaches, apri-
cots. plums and quince that grew here

The peach is the most famous of the Ordubad fruit. This large, juicy, tasty fruit has a distinctive bright
colour and "red cheeks'. If you want to pick a ripe peach yourself, then you need to come here in July
Though not necessarily. Ordubad peaches are just as popular dried. Dried peaches are considered very good
for the digestive tract. They are mainly used in sauce for pilaff. In winter dried peaches and other dried fruit
are also served with tea. In summer you can marvel at all the different fruit drying on the roofs of Ordubad

Ordubad is also renowned for its nuts. The word *nut" in Azerbaijani sounds like goz But it has a more
colourful name in Naxgivan, “jeviz*. Naxcivan nuts are distinctively oily and do not crumble when they are
shelled but emerge whole. Many types of nut are grown in Ordubad Their sizes and flavours are different
depending on the village where they are grown. Tea is never drunk in these parts without nut jam.

Surrounded by mountains. Ordubad is awash with flowers. There is a very healthy climate here and plenty
of water. The houses and gardens lake water from 70 springs as well as from the river Ordubad can without
doubt be described as the most poetic and beautiful spot in the whole of the Caucasus."

CAQOMIo/IKD»pI//W fIMvi)



Ordubad meyvalari

Orta asilar Iran tarixgileri Ordubadin ¢oxlu meyva baylari ile obala olundugunu, ¢esidi, novu vo dadi ilo
Sohrol gqazanmis tziim baglarinin, danli bilkilnrimn olduyunu va ipakgiliyin inkisaf eldiyini bildirirdilar.
Ordubad bu giin de meyva cannati olmasina baxmayaraq yerli mahsulla! bazarda ¢ox baha giymata sntilir.
Bunlarin igerisinds an bahali olani limondui. Danssi 10 AZN ila 20 AZN arasinda dayisir. Naeden Ordubad
limonu bela bahalidir” Cuiki inca gabiglhdtr, lazzatlidir, fargli atri var deyirler. Buna qora da gabigini soy-
madan. meyva kimi yeyirlar. Amma asas sirr odur ki. sitrus meyvasi sayilan limonu quiu « sait kontinental
iglimi olan yerda yetisdirmak mocitizadir Ordubadin meyva baglari, daq bulaglari, kahrizlari va gl -gicakli
aurasi tarixan sayyahlarin diggatini calb edib

Sitat

‘Dagqlarla shats olunmus Ordubad al-alvandtr. saglam iglima malikdir, seshar sudan boldur. Burada ¢aydan
basqa, butiin baglar va evlari su ila asasen tamin edan 70-a gadar bulaq var. Ordubadi, mibali§asiz, buttin
Qafgazin an sairana, an dilbar gusalarindan biri adlandirmaq olar.

is62-ti u._25
Ordubad ariyi

Ordubadin an mashur meyvasi arikdir. Xtisusi lazzati, boytkliyu, sirinliyi, rangi, qirmizi yanaglari va atriyla
farglanir Agacdan darib yemak tgctin iyul ayinda burda olmaq lazimdir. riyin murabbasini, cemini bisirir
ve qurudurlar. 8rik qurusuna gayisi deyirlar. Mada « bagirsaq ugtin ¢ox faydalidir. Qayisidan an ¢ox plov
bisirerken istifads olunur. Ordubadda meyvaleri qurudaraq gisa saxlamagq va cay siifralarinds onlardan isti-
fade etmak ananasi yerli maisatda ¢ox genis yayilib. Yay movstimiinds kend evlarinin daminda qurudul-
magq Ugiin sarilmis alca, tul va diger meyvalar ¢ox farqgli manzara yaradir

Ordubad gozu

Naxgivanda qoza mazali bir talaffiizle ‘caviz” deyirler. ©n laziz qoz Ordubadda yetisir. Qoz sezonu sentyabr
- oktyabr aylarinda olur. Sindirillanda pargalanmir ve gabigindan bitov halda ¢ixir. Cox yagh olmasiyla
secilir. Ordubadda névbanov qoz yetisdiyini, hatta kand-kand qozlarin 6l¢uistine va dadina gora secildiyini
soylayirlar.

Qoz mirabbdsi

Buradan alds edilacak an yaxst hadiyyadir. Burda bisiriloan gqoz mirabbasi Ordubad stfralarinin basi sayilir
Mirabbani qoz yetismadan, avqust ayinda hazirlayirlar. Qoz mirabbasinin hazirlanmasi 7 « 10 gtin ¢akir
Bvvalce yasil gabigl, tam deymamis gozun sert gabigini soyurlar. Dadi cox aci oldugundan, acim ¢ixartmagq
ucun tamizlenmis gozu shangli suyun i¢arisinds 2 m8 gun saxlayirlar. Qozun acisi tam kegsin deys, suyunu
bir ne¢a dafa dayisirlar. Yalniz bundan sonra bisirirlar. Bisirarkan icarisina atir vo dad veimasi tiglin mixak
alave edirler. Qoz mirabbasinda bir seys diqgat etmak lazimdir. Meyvalar diri, dena-dana galmali, eyni
zamanda lokum kimi yumsag olmalidir.
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Nut jam

This is the best present to bring back (rom Ordubad. Nut jam sets off any Ordubad meal table It is made
when the nuts are not yet ripe and the preparation process takes seven to 10 days. First, the green nuts are
shelled and then left for two to three days in lime water to get rid of the bitter taste. The water solution is
changed several times during the process. Only after that can the cooking begin. In real Ordubad jam the
nuts are both soft and crunchy.

Qurut and fried eggs Ordubad-style

For some reason | thought qurut was traditional only in the western regions of Azerbaijan, but they are pop-
ular in Ordubad's mountain villages too. Qurut are hard balls made out of dried milk, or to be more exact,
buttermilk Before they are used, qurut ate crumbled and dissolved in warm water. The water is then put
over heat and stirred continuously until it comes to the boil. At the same time onions are fried in butter.
Dried lavash is crumbled onto a plate, the qurut dissolved in water is poured over it. the fried onion is added
and ground walnuts are sprinkled on lop. This remarkably tasty dish is prepared once or twice a year in the
depths of winter. Ordubad people, who know all about the origins and history of every dish, say that stock
breeders always have an excess of milk and dairy products. They came up with this dish in order to use up
excess buttermilk.

Talking about Ordubad, you have to mention Ordubad eggs. They are not just an omelette Ordubad eggs on
the plate look more like a pie. It takes quite a lot of time, effort and ingredients to prepare Ordubad eggs.
Imagine an omelette made from 12 eggs, fried in a whole kilogram of butter with syrup of pure honey
added. Unusual, don't you think? Everything is unusual in Ordubad and has its own history. If you would
like to see a real, medieval town, find out about colourful traditions, taste delicious eastern cuisine or sim-
ply relax in the bosom of nature, you can confidently buy a ticket to Ordubad

Ordubad eggs

1kg butter
12 eggs
| glass of honey

Warm 500 g of the butter in a saucepan Beat the eggsin a large bowl, adding one spoonful of water and one
spoonful of bicarbonate of soda. Pour the mixture into the melted butter. Keep the heat high and the mix-
ture will begin to rise. As soon as one side is cooked, turn the omelette over, cook the other side and care-
fully pour over the remaining melted butter.

Tomake the syrup for the omelette, completely dissolve one glass of pure honey in half a litre of water over
a medium heal, let ihe sgiup cool then pou. it over the omelette, which will gradually become sollet as it
absorbs the sgrup. and in a lew hours time Il will be teadg lot eating. Cut oil a piece of lhe omelette wrap
It in lavash (unleavened bread) and serve. It goes well with lea.
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Ordubad matbaxi

Buradan soz diigends Ordubad qaydanagindan danismamagq olmaz Bu. alisdi§imiz omlet deyil. Bosgaba
qoyulan hazir gayganaq daha gox piroga banzayir. Xeyli vaxt va zehmat telab eden cox fergli bir daddir

Ordubad gayganag!

| kq kera yay1
12 yumurta

Bwvalca 500 gram kera yayi derin gqazanda qizdirilir. iri layands méhkem girpilan yumurtalara 1gasiq su ve
bir gasiq da gabartma tozu slavs edilir. Qizgin odun tstiindaki qaynar yayin i¢ina tokiilan yumurta bisdikce
qabarir. Bir tizii tamaman qizardigdan sonra diyar zti virarak eyni sakilda qizardarkan. yerds qgalan
S00 gram arinmis kara yay! ¢comcayla gazana yavasca tokulur.

Qayyanaq Ugln sire hazirlanir. Odun Ustiinda 1stskan tamiz bal yarim litr suyun i¢arisinds qarisdirilaraq
hall edilir. Soyudugdan sonra gaydanagin tzerina tokulir. Tadrican sirani canina c¢akan gayyanaq
yumsalaraq bir nege saatdan sonra yemaya hazir olur. Bir dilim kasilir va lavasin arasina biikilib yeyilir
Cayla servis edilir

Ordubad ipayi

Ordubad Uzaq ve Yaxin Serq dlkalarini Avropa ile birlasdiren Boyuk ipak Yolunun istiinds yerlasdiyinden
burada ticaratin va sanatkarligin, xiisusan da ipakgiliyin inkisafi tctin alverisli sarait olub Ordubad ipayi
hala XVI sarin ikinci yarisinda Avropaya ixrac edilib. 1875-ci ilde burada buxar miiharriki islayan ipsksarma
fabriki olub. 1886-ci ilda ipak istehsal edan /, iri ipsksarma miisssisesi fealiyyst yostarib. Tlirkmancay
Migavilasindan (1828) sonra Rusiyaya ilhaq edilan Ordubad XIX asrin ikinci yarisi, 1920-ci asrin
avvallerinda Rusiya bazarlarini yliksak keyfiyyatli xam ipak, ipak par¢a, habels quru meyva ils tachiz edan
mithtim markezlerden birina gevrilib. Avropa tipli baramaacan fabriklar 1870-ci ilde tikilmaya baslanib.
1928 « 29-cu illards 12 kigik ipak fabriki birlasdirilarek. Ordubad ipak Kombinati yaradilib. 1988-ci ilden
sonra Ermanistanla miiharibads blokadaya alman NMR-da digar istehsalat sahalari kimi ananavi ipak
sanayesi da dayandirilib.

Ordubad toponimi

2000 illik kegmisa malik toponimi muixtslif clr izah edirlar. Orta asrlards buraya sayahal edan arab sayyahlari
Ordubadin rniuinbit. cox yarasigh meyve baglarinin gozalliyindsn heyratlanarak “cannat bagr* manasini
bildiran "trdii bag'adlandiriblar ki. bu da tedricen Ordubad seklina distib. Tedigaqatcilar toponimin gadim
turk dillerinde “igamatgah’. “gerargah* menalarinda isladiloan ordu ve abad sozlsrinin birlasmasindan
yarandigini geyd edirlar XI asr tarixcisi Mahmud Kasgari ordu sozuni “xanin yasadigi markazi igamatgah*
kimi izah edir. Cografi adin tarkibindaki ordu s6zii “gqosun” manasinda sonradan islediimays baslayib
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Ordubad silk

Ordubads location on the Great Silk Road created the right conditions for the development of trade and
crafts in the area, in particular silk weaving In the 16th century Ordubad silk was exported to Europe In
1875 just one silk mill functioned here, powered by a steam engine, but in 1886 there were already four
mills. In the second half of the 19th century and beginning of the 20th century. Ordubad became a major
centre supplying silk to Russia From 1870 European-style mills began to be built here and in 1928 12 small
enterprises were brought together in the Ordubad Silk Combine. Ordubad silk, which had been renowned for
centuries, received international recognition and awards from many international festivals and exhibitions
However, silk weaving in Ordubad and many other types of production ground to a halt in 1988 because of
the Armenian blockade of the Naxgivan Autonomous Republic.

The name Ordubad

There are different explanations for the name Ordubad Arab travellers are said to have visited the area in
the Middle Ages and been so impressed by the forests and orchards that they called the area ‘Urdu bag' or
“Paradise Garden" and this became pronounced ‘Ordubad’. Researchers say that the name comes from the
ancient Turkic words ‘ordu’ and "abad" which mean ‘residence” and 'wager’ Eleventh century historian
Mahmud Kasgari explains the word ‘ordu’ as the “central residence where the khan lives*. Later this place
name acquired the current meaning of "army".

Lesser Caucasus

Ordubad is mostly mountainous or hilly. The highest peak in the Lesser Caucasus is here. Qapicig All the
peaks in Naxgivan are named and have an ancient history. These names ate linked either with the shape of
the peak itself or with a legend. The shape of the mountain on the way into town. Plovdag. is eye-catching.

Plovdag

Local people say that the mountain got its name from its resemblance to a dish of pilaff or plov. The moun-
tain on the left bank of the River Gilancay is 1.036 metres high There are traces of an ancient Bronze Age
culture here.

Xaraba Gilan

This is an ancient settlement covering mote than 100 hectares near Plovdag. The town of Xaraba Gilan took
shape in the 5lh-4th centuries BC. but a settlement and necropolis have been found here dating back to
2.000-1.000 BC. This urban culture survived to the 14th century, undctgoing a revival in the 10th-12th cen-
turies. The Plovdag necropolis is mote than 4.000 yeats old In those days people settled close to the river
for easy access to water and in higher places which were easy to defend Plovdag was a very suitable spot
in this regard. The population of Xaraba Gilan. which became a powerful, fortified position, were Turkic-
speaking uibes. Reseairhers say that the town was badly damaged during the Mongol occupation, while a
terrible earthquake in the 14th century flattened the town
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Kicik Qafgaz

Ordubad relyefi asasan dagliq, dayatoyi hissadadir. Kicik Qafgaz dag silsilasinin on yiiksak noglasi. 390A
metrlik Qapiciq zirvasi burdadir. Naxgivan daglarindaki biitiin tapalarin adi ve gadim tarixgalari var. Bu adlar
ya dagin formasina qora verilir, ya da bir efsana ila baglidir. Seharin girisindeki Plovday formasina gore
digqgati cakir.

Xaraba Gilan

Plovdag srazisinda 100 hektardan cox sahada yerlasen gadim yasayis srazisidir. E.a. Il - 1 minilliklare aid
yasayls maskani va nekropol askar edilan Xaraba Gilan sahari e.s. V-V asrlarda formalasib. XIV asra gqadar
tjasayan bu sshar madaniyyati X-X asrlarda intibah dovrii yasayib. Plovdag nekropolu A min il avvela
gader olan dévrii shata edir. O dovrde insanlar miidafie olunmaq ve sudan istifade etmak Uglin cay
kanarinda ve dag ustunda masken salardilar. Plovdag bu cahatdaen slverisli yer sayilirdi. Mohtagam miidafia
istehkami olan Xaraba Gilanin etnik tarkibi ttirk dilli tayfalardan ibarat olub. Tadgigatcilar mongol istilalari
zamani Gilan ssharinin boyiik ziyana ugradigim yazirlar Xaraba Gilan XIV asrds bas veren dshsatli
zalzaladan sonra tamamila dagilib.

Aza kandi

Xaraba Gilanin stiqutundan sonra asas yerlosma markazi bura olub. Kanddan bir nece kilometr aralida
yerlagan Der Giimbazi XIV asrden galma tek tarixi abidadir. Giimbsz Ordubadda Nuh tufaniyla bagh srazide
durur. Ravayata gora, hamin yerda Nuh peydambarin kicik va sonuncu oglu Yafes dafn olunub. Yafasin
adinin da burayla bagh olmasi tesadiifi deyil Cuinki eyni araziys yaxin yerda Yafasin sshari olub. Onun xara-
baliglari bugtinadsk galir ve muigaddas yer kimi ziyarat edilir. Aza kandindaki digar tarixi abids mashur Aza
korpusudur Bu korpiiniin insaati Rus imperiyasinin ayalstlorde quruculug isleri aparmaq siyasetinin
yeridildiyi illora aiddir Korptint Gilan cayinin tstiinda. 1826-ci ilds yerli bir tacir tikdirib. Ordubadi yaxsi
tanimaq Uctin bir neca istiqamatda turist marsrutu tizra sayahat etmak maslahatdir. Onlardan biri Dirnis -
Kalaki - Pazmari kandlarini shats edir

Pazmari kandi (37 km)

Bu istigamatin son yasayis maskani olan Pazmari kandinda cemi 35 ev var. Ordubadin dag cannatidir
Qizmar yay aylarinda cox sarin olan kandlardandir. Tabii saraitine gore Pazmarida kegmisdan bari heyvan-
darlig. ariciliq genis inkisaf edib, ilk adi Pazemi olub ki. bu da ilahi, migaddas yer manalarini bildirir.
Kandds askar edilmis mineral su bulaginin tarkibi karbon qazli, hidrokarbonatli-sulfatli. kalsiumlu-natri-
umlu oldugundan mualice tgln yararl oldugunu deyirlar Kenddski az sayda evlerin taxta stitunlarinin
ustiinda goc kallalarini gérmak mumkiindir. Dagliq arazida dag kegilari ¢ox olur, onlari bazan ovlayir, atini
yeyir, darisindan maisatda istifada edir, kallo muigavvasini da sutunlardan asirlar.

Pazmari (Qaplan) salalasi

Salala Pazmari kandindan texminan AO daqigalik masafaedadir. Ayicingili asirmindan 3707 metr hundur-
likden baslayan eyniadli cayin iizarinda yerlasen tebist abidssidir Azerbaycanda an bdyiik selalalarden
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Aza village

This is the main centre to which people moved alter the destruction of Xaraba Gilana. Several kilometres
from the village. Dor Gumbez (Der cupola) is the only historical monument from the I*th century There are
places in Ordubad linked with the great flood during the times of Noah Tradition has it that Noahs
youngest son. Yapheth (Yafes in Azerbaijani), is buried here Nearby is the town of Yafes. People who visit
the ruins today consider the place holy. Another famous historical monument in this village is Aza Bridge,
which was built when the tsarist government was impioving the area. A local merchant built the bridge over
the River Cilan in 1826. You need to travel in various directions to find out more about Ordubad One route
passes through the villages of Dirnis. Kalaki and Pazmari.

Dirnis village

The village is one of the holiday areas of Ordubad, in a location open on all sides Hence the name Dirnis.
which translates as “without doors” Dirnis. the first village in the area, has some 300 houses. The view of
the Zangezur Mountains in the Lesser Caucasus range is stunning The sheer beauty of the area makes you
get out of the car to enjoy it to the full. Boulders blocking the road make travel difficult and they need to be
removed for a car to pass, otherwise you have to walk on foot up the River Kaplan. At the end of the journey
the roar of the Kaplan waterfall disturbs the silence. The waterfall is approximately 40 minutes by car from
Pazmari village. These areas, which are a picnic paradise in May. have rich gold seams.

Pazmari village

Pazmari. 30 kilometres north-west of the town, is Ordubad's mountain paradise. It is very cool here even in
the hottest days of summer. Stock- rearing and bee-keeping have been practised here for centuries. The
environment is just right for it. Pazmari with its 3S houses is the last inhabited place in this border area The
water comes from a mineral spring in the village and is packed with carbon, sulphurous bicarbonate, calci-
um and sodium. It is said to have medicinal properties. The dried skulls of wild oxen, of which there are
many here, hang from the wooden pillars in some of the houses Local people sometimes hunt them. Ox
meat is eaten and the skins are used about the house

Kalaki village

This is one of the most beautiful mountain villages in the district, located 45 kilometres from the town of
Ordubad. The name bears no relation to the word “kalak’ meaning “lie* or “invention *, it is thought to have
come from the word “gala“ (fortress) or "galaca” (small fortress) Kalaki is famed for its gold deposits. The
mines are 300 metres from the village and 145-1.550 meties above sea level. The ground is rich in other
minerals too Local people say that the population of the village moved here from Karabakh during the
tsarist eta And Kalaki speech is similar to Karabakh dialect. Another interesting trip in Ordubad is 60 kilo-
metres to Nasirvaz and Gamiqaya This area is indescribably beautiful. Every stone and every gorge has its
own long history. The villages along the way are on the slopes of the Lesser Caucasus
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bitidir. Ayicingiti cay1 Vanandcaya (okuldiyu yetin yaxinhiginda deniz seviyyasindan 2161 metr hiindiir-
Inkda gur salals yaradir

Kalaki kandi (45 km)

©n gozal dag kendlsrindan biridir. Adinin manasinin 'kalak." yani yalan, uydurina sozlsrins aidiyyati yox-
dur Deyilana gora. ‘qala’ 'galaca’ kalimalerinin dayisikliye ugramasiyla meydana galib. Kalaki qizil
yatagqlarlyla mashurdur Bu madanlar kanddan 300 metr aralida 1450 « 1550 metr hindrliikda yerlasir
8asqa muxtalif filiz minerallari ile da zangindir Yerlilor, kandin ahalisinin Car Rusiyasi dovrinds
Qarabagdan buraya ko etdiyini danisirlar Hagigaten de. Kaleki camaatinin lshgasi Qarabag dialektina
banzayir Kalaki gadim adat-ananalarin qorundugu kanddir. Kend maktabinin qiz folklor ansamblinin
*Haxista’ marasimi buna ayani stibutdur

Haxista

Toy « bayram marasimlari ila bagl musiqili oyundur Naxcivanda genis yayilib. Qadinlar iki daste halinda
toplanirlar. Novbs ila har biri dortliklardan ibarat ser deyirler. Hor misradan sonra digar gizlar "haxista’
sOzuinii tekrar edir, al calib oynayirlar Kalakida. xina gecasindan sonra, galini aparmaga galen oglan evi
qgadinlari qiz evi xanimlari il birgs haxista oxuyurlar. Qaydaya gors, galini aparmaga gealen gadinlarin
allerinda taza galin tgln hadiyyalar, galinlik paltari, qizillar, sirniyyatdan ibarat xoncalar olur. Xonca pod-
nosa doldurulmus, saffaf neylon va qirmizi lentls baglanmis baglamalara deyirlar. 8libos galmak olmaz
Oglanin gohumlari, tazs bayin tinvanina bir agizdan gozal sozlar deyir. Qiz evi da buna qarsiliq olaraqg, 6z
qizlarini teriflamakle cavab verir Tariflards taraflar bir-birlarina satasinca, oyun mazali s6z duelina gevrilir.
Ordubad tizre 6nemli diger sayahst marsrutu Nasirvaz - Gemigaya gorugu istiqamatindadir. Bu marsrutun
uzunlugu 60 kmdir. Tarifasigmaz gozalliklarle zangin, heyranedici manzarasi olan bu yerda har dasin «
daranin dinlamakls bilmayan hekayasi var. Kicik Qafgaz dag silsilesi boyunca yerlasan kandlar daglarin
goynuna sapalanib

Bilav kendi

Bu istiqamatds ilk yasayis markazi va gadim sahar yeridir Buranin an shamiyyatli tarixi abidasi Babsk
qalasi adi verilan sis uclu dagdir. Xalq gshremani Babakin igamatgahi oldugu ehtimali var Boyiik ipak Yolu
dayanacaqglarindan sayilan bu yerda tikilan gala karvanlarin quldur-gacaglardan gorunmasi uctin nazarda
tutulub.

Tivi kandi (60 km)

Tivi séztiniin mansayi hagda maraql soylantilar var Srab dilinds tiv gdzal atir goxusu manasini verir Stir
sacan demakdir Tivi daglarinda bir-birindan teravatli 1001 cur bitki bitir Kandda saysiz - hesabsiz mineral
bulaglar mévecuddur. Bunlardan biri Narzan tiplidir ve dari xastaliklarinin mualicasinda tovsiyys edilir.
1968-ci ilda kand atrafinda antik dovrs aid arxeoloji abida « Tivi nekropolu geyda alinib
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fog-covered mountains near Gamagaya

Axista

This musical game, associated with holiday traditions, is widespread in Naxcivan. Girls split into two groups
and take turns to recite quatrains, after each line of which all the other girls say ‘axista* in unison, clap their
hands and dance The women from the groom’s family who come to meet the bride also take part in this tra-
dition. According to tradition, they should bring gifts for the bride, a dress, a tray with gold decorations and
sweets, wrapped in cellophane and tied with red ribbon. The relatives of the groom praise him in unison. And
the bride’s relatives praise her just as much too. As soon as one side offends the other, the game becomes
a friendly verbal duel Ordubad people are so hospitable that they will not allow guests to leave until they
have fed them to the gills. 1 had inkling that they would still know how to make some of the traditional
Azerbaijani dishes here which have already been forgotten elsewhere. | was not disappointed and was lucky

enough to try them.

Bilav village

This is the first village in this direction, on the site of an ancient town. The jagged Mount Babak is the most
famous site in this area. National hero Babak is thought to have lived here The area was one of the stopping
points on the Great Silk Road and the fortress here provided protection from bandits and robbers.

Tivi village

Tivi village is 60 km north-east of the town of Ordubad. There are interesting theories about the origin of the
village's name. In Arabic the word "tiv" means 'pleasant aroma' or ‘fragrant’ Hundreds of fragrant plants
grow in the mountains around Tivi and there is a huge number of mineral springs. One of them has Narzan-
type water which is recommended for the treatment of skin disease

The ancient Tivi necropolis was found in 1968 near to the village The craftsmen in Tivi who make wind
instruments say that the zurna is especially valued The zurna, made out of nut and apricot wood, is one of
the oldest musical instruments. It is said to have been played in the era of the prophet Noah Legend has it
that before the flood a shepherd climbed a mountain and blew the zurna to signal the impending catastro-
phe. A tune by the name of Noah's Tune is still played here And the zurna is one of the most resonant wind
instruments.

Nasirvaz village

At 2.000 metres above sea level, this is the last inhabited spot in this direction. From November to April the
area is covered in snow while mist is a frequent visitor in summer The village of Nasirvaz is on the slopes of
the highest peak in the Lesser Caucasus. Mount Gamigaya. This is where Noah anchored his ark This area
is considered to be closer to the Almighty. Nabi yurdu The village is said to have been named after the
scholar Nasraddin Tusi 11201-74). ‘Nasir avaz' or ‘Nasir's voice' Bee-keeping and walnut-growing are the
mam sources of income for the local population All these villages have one thing in common - the larders
that are an essential pait of everyday life
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Zurna

TivUle x.illq calgr alatleri istehsal edan ustalar nafssli alatlerin i¢arisinde zurnanin xiisusi yeri var deyirlar
Qoz ve erik ayaclarindan hazirlanan zurna nafes alatleri igerisinde an gadim olanidir. Onun Nuh
ayyamindan qaldiyim soylayirler. Tufandan onca tahliikani bildirmak ucun bir ¢obanin day basina cixaraq
zurnayla xabardarliq etdiyini revayat edirlar Nuh havasi deyilan musigi pargasini burda indiyadak ifa
edirlor Hagigatan zurna an cingiltili sese sahib nafas alatidir

Nasirvaz kandi

Daniz saviyyasindean 2000 metr yiiksaklikda yerlasan kend bu isligamatdaki son yasayis mantaqasidir.
Noyabrdan aprel ayinin ortalarina gadar gar il 6rtulu. yaz aylarinda cox dumanli olur. Kend Kigik Qafgazin
an yliksak zirvasi olan Gamigayanin atayinds salinib. Gamigaya Nuh gamisinin [6vbar aldi§i srazidir. Burani
Tanriya yaxin olan yer - Nabi Yurdu kimi teqdim edirler. Deyirlar, ensiklopediyagi alim, filosof Nasraddin
Tusinin (1201 - 1271 xatiresina kandi “nasri - avaz' yani Nasraddinin sasi adlandiriblar. Arigiliq ve qoz
agaclari ahalinin asas galir manbayidir. 8u kandlarin hamisinin ortaq bir cahati var. Maisatin dayismaz
atributu olan ambarlar.

Ambar

Dag kandlarindaki diikanlarda arzaq satiimir,Yeyacaklarin hamisi evds hazirlanir. Qis movsiimii ¢ox uzun va
agir kecdiyi tctin ciddi azuge tadariik etmak sartdir Qidalar xarab olmasin deyas evlarin altinda yerlasen
xususi ambarlara doldurulur. Ambarlar ekoloji tamiz, orqanlk gidalardan ibarat supermarketi xatirladir. No
desan var. 1001 cesid marinadlar. tursular, miixtalif név miirabbaler, tarevazlerin demak olar hamisinin kon-
servlari. kompotlar, xtisusi reseptle hazirlanmis goyartilar, vedralarle nehra yagi. xamalar. pendir va sor.
elaca da stizmalardan ibarat bitiin agart mahsullar, bir necs yiiz adad lavas, ¢ox sayda yumurta, bir tona
yaxin kartof - sodan ve hamginin goyun ve keci atindan xtisusi reseptla hazirlanmis govurmalar.

Qovurma

Lazzatiyls secilan Sibir govurmasi bunlarin icinds an sevilanidir. 6-7 yash kegcinin atindsn hazirlanan govur-
maya bels ad veribler. Uzun s6ziin qisasi, boyiik bir aile bu ambardaki gidalarla heg kima ve heg nays ehtiy-
ac duymadan rahat bir nece ay dolana biler. Ambari gazarkan istar istamaz insanin istahi gabarir ve geyri-
ixtiyari ‘na olub, diinyanin sonudur’ deya sual vermakdan 6ziinii saxlaya bilmirsan.Bunu gatin geoloji quru-
lus. mirakkab cografi mévge va sart tabli seraitls izah edirlar. Uzun qis axsamlarinda Nasivaz xanimlari
asasan tak rangli, bol naxisli, xalcani xatirladan boyuk yun sallar hortrlar.

Gamigaya

1968-ci ildan elmi arasdrimalarin apariimaya basladigi Gamigaya 2006-ci ildan tarix-badii qorugu statusu
alib. NMR arazisindaki an gadim yasayis maskani olan Gamigaya. Zangazur silsilesinda zirvadir Gamigaya
yaylaglarinin arazisi miigaddas hesab edilir Mabadlar daim qgar va buludlarla orttili sis qayalar arasindadir
Uzaqdan mavi ssma fonunda denizda (izen gamiys banzayir. Bu oxsarliga gors Kicik Qafgazin an yiiksak
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Larders

Food produce is not sold in the shops in mountain villages. All food is prepared at home. People have to
stock up carefully for the long, cold winter. So that the produce does not spoil, it is kept in special larders
beneath the houses, which are like supermarkets full of ecologically pure foodstuffs. There is everything
here: hundreds of types of marinades, jams, juices, preserved vegetables, specially dried herbs, pure butter,
sour cream, cheese, yoghurt, hundreds of pieces of lavash bread, many eggs, around a tonne of potatoes
and onions and lamb and goat roasted according to a special recipe.

One of my favourite of all these products is the especially tasty Siberian roast. This is the roast meat of a
six- to seven-year-old goat. Quite a large family can live for several months on these stocks without want-
ing for anything. Walking through a larder gives you an appetite. At the same time you can't help wonder-
ing. "What's going on? Is the world about to end?" The answer is simple: the difficult geology of the area,
the complex geography and the harsh natural conditions mean that food has to be stock piled. During the
long, cold winter evenings the women of the village weave large woollen shawls of a single colour, similar to
carpets, which they richly decorate

Gamigaya

Scientific research has been under way at Gamiqgaya since 1968. In 2006 it was given the status of an his-
toric and artistic reserve. This peak in the Zangezur mountain chain is the oldest settlement on the territo-
ry of the Naxgivan Autonomous Republic. Gamigaya's mountain plateau is considered a holy place. The
temples here are found between cliffs permanently covered in snow. From a distance the peak looks like a
ship sailing in the blue sky. This is why the highest peak (3.904 m) of the Lesser Caucasus is popularly
known as Gamigaya or Ship Mountain. The ancient tribes of Naxcivan lived on the Gamtqgaya-Qaranqus
plateau. There are cliff drawings here and ancient inscriptions dating back to the 3rd to 1st centuries 8C.
The drawings show people, different animals and ox hunting with bows and arrows.

Some of the ancient settlements and cliff drawings are said to be at least S-6.000 years old while Mount
Gamiqaya itself is traditionally linked to the legend of Noah

Legend of Noah

Realizing that a flood was threatening the world. Noah built an ark and managed to save himself and the
people and animals on the ark. According to the legend, during a storm Noah's ark hit the peak of llandag.
in eastern Naxgivan, and Alangaz and Kamki in Ordubad and. finally, came to rest on Mount Gamiqaya. This
legend shows the single roots of all the Sumerian and Jewish legends about Noah. Although the legend has
been known since 3.000 BC. the Sumerians did not record it until around 1.S00 BC. Many historians think
that this coincides with the time that Naxgivan was founded (1.539 BC) The legend says that fragments of
the ark that came to rest on Mount Gamigaya are still here in the Ayi cuxuru (Bear's Hollow). Scholars have
noted the presence of ancient inscriptions about Noah on the cliffs of Gamigaya. It is better to come heie
in July and August if you want to visit Gamigaya This is the only time of year that it is possible to climb to
the lop and enjoy the beauty and majesty of the area
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zirvesiolan Qapigiq dagina (390/. metr) xalq arasinda Gemigaya adi verilib Burada e.a. H I- Iminilliklaraaid
qayadsti rasnilar. gadim yaztlar var. Gamigaya - Qaranqus yaylagi Naxgivanin gadim tayfalarinin yasadigi
yaylaq yeri olub. Hamin dovrlardan buradaki qayalar tizarinds insan va muixtslif heyvan rasmlari, yay moxla
keci ovlanmasi sahnasi, ayri-ayri isaralar hakk edilib. Gamiqaya tasvirlarinin va ordaki yurd yerlarinin azi 5
-6 min il yasi olduyu bildirilan Gemigaya. Nuh afsanasi ile baghdir

Nuh tufani aisanosi

Yer tiztinii su basacagini bilan Nuh peyyambar bir gemi diizaldir ve buraya topladigi canlilarla sag galmagi
bacarir. ©fsanays gora. tufan zamani Nuhun gamisi Naxgivanin sergindaki llandaga. Ordubaddaki alangsz
va Kemkt daglarina toxundugdan sonra. Gamigayada quruya oturub. Bu afsana Nuh tufani haqginda gadim
Sumer va yahudi afsanalarinin hamisinin bir kokdan oldugunu gostarir, afsananin stjeti eramizdan avval Il
minillikde malum olsa da. Il minilliyin oitatarinda sumerlar tarafindan yaziya alinib. Bir sira tarixcilarin
fikrinca, bu. Naxgivanin salindigi tarixls, yani. e.s. 1539-cu illa eyni dovra tesadif edir. Ravayats gora.
Gamiqayada I6vbar salan geminin qaliglari indiys gadar buradaki ‘Ayi cuxuru' deyilen yerdes galmaqgdadir
Alimlar Gamigayada Nuhla bagh gadim yazi oldugunu geyd edirlar. Qorugu gérmak istayanlara buraya iyul
= avqust aylarinda galmak maslahatdir. Clinki yalniz bu dévrds zirvaya cixmaq ve gozalliklari duymaq
mumkanddr.
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K bakcell



Azarbaycan va ingilis dillarinda nasredilmis "Azarbaycana Daha
Yaxin Olag”adlimaraglive geyri-adi kitab sizi dogrudan da,
Azarbaycanin gadim madaniyyatina, asrarangiz tabisatina va
mehriban insanlarina Daha Yaxin edacak. Kitabin m aallifi Aynur
Talibova bitin Azarbaycani gazib-dolagib. O. 6z sayahat
ahvalatlarini els bir sevgiile bolusir ki. siz mitlag o yerlars
gedib gazmak, o insanlari gormak va o teamlari dadmag
istayacaksiniz. Bakcell, mamnuniyyatla, Aynurun bu ahvalatlanni
nasr edir ve Azarbaycani acnabi ziyaratcilara, elacs
azarbaycanhlara Daha Yaxin edir.

‘Get Closer to Azerbaijan* is a fascinating book in Azeri and
English that will really Get You Closer to the ancient history,
beautiful landscapes and friendly people of this country. The
author of the book. Aynur Talybova. travelled Azerbaijan
extensively and shares her stories with such passion that you
will definitely want to visit the places, meet the people, see the
views and taste the food she describes.Bakcell is pleased to
publish Aynur's stories to bring Azerbaijan closer to foreign
visitors and Azerbaijanis alike
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